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Children  may  be  particularly  at  risk 

N  ew  infection 
linked  to  mad 
cow  disease 

By  Philip  Webster  and  Jeremy  Laurence 


THE  Government  admitted 
for  the  first  time  yesterday  that 
“mad  cow”  disease  could  be 
transmitted  to  people. 

A  new  strain  of  the  human 
form  of  the  disease  has  been 
identified  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  chief  adviser  cm  the 
subject  has  said  that  it  could 
turn  into  an  epidemic. 

The  new  findings,  which 
relate  to  ten  people  suffering 
from  a  form  of  Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob  Disease,  were  reported 
to  ministers  this  week, 
prompting  fighter  controls  on 
slaughtering  cattle  and  a  call 
for  urgent  guidance  on  wheth¬ 
er  children  can  safely  eat  beef. 

CJD,  which  usually  affects 
the  elderly,  is  similar  to  Bo¬ 
vine  Spongiform  Encephalop¬ 
athy  (BSE),  or  "mad  cow" 
disease,  but  for  the  past  de¬ 
cade  the  Government  has 
refused  to  accept  that  it  could 
be  triggered  by  BSE. 

Now,  however,  research 
into  the  ten  cases  has  suggest¬ 
ed  a  link  and  raised  the 
prospect  that  the  variant  may 
be  a  wholly  new  disease.  The 
patients  were  all  under  42  and 
their  symptoms  were  different 
from  those  of  typical  CJD. 

Government  experts  said 
there  was  no  way  of  telling 
how  virulent  the  new  condi¬ 
tion  would  be  or  how  many 
people  would  be  susceptible. 
Dr  John  PatristHi.  chairman  of 
the  committee  advising  the 
Government  on  BSE,  said  that 
he  had  never  seen  the  variant 
before.  "It  is  totally  unpredict¬ 
able,  but  at  one  extreme  there 
is  a  risk  of  an  epidemic."  And 
Dr  Robert  Will,  head  of  the 
CJD  Surveillance  Centre, 
said:  “I  believe  this  is  a  new 


phenomenon.  There  is  reason 
for  major  concern." 

The  new  findings  were  re¬ 
ported  provisionally  to  die 
Prime  Minister  on  Monday 
and  officially  to  the  Cabinet 
yesterday  morning.  By  then, 
the  Government  had  ar¬ 
ranged  two  Commons  state¬ 
ments  and  a  press  conference 
attended  by  ministers  and 
medical  experts. 

The  evidence  will  also  be 
presented  to  EU  veterinary 
experts  in  Brussels  on  Friday. 
Brussels  has  threatened  Ger¬ 
many  with  legal  action  if  it 
went  ahead  with  a  ban  on 
British  beef,  but  there  were 
immediate  feus  yesterday 
that  the  disclosure  could  dam¬ 
age  the  industry. 

In  his  Commons  statement. 
Stephen  DorreU  said  that 
there  was  still  no  scientific 
proof  that  "mad  cow”  disease 
could  be  transmitted  to  man 
by  beef,  but  he  announced 
further  urgent  research  into 
possible  links  between  BSE 
and  CJD.  The  Spongiform 
Encephalopathy  Advisory 
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Committee  was  being  asked  to 
report  on  the  rides  to  children 
by  the  weekend. 

Mr  Dorrell  said:  “The  scien¬ 
tific  evidence  for  die  rides  of 
developing  CJD  in  those  eat¬ 
ing  meat  in  childhood  has  not 
changed.  However,  parents 
will  be  concerned  and  I  have 
asked  the  committee  to  pro¬ 
vide  specific  advice." 

As  Tory  MPs  voiced  concern 
about  the  effect  on  the  beef 
trade,  the  Health  Secretary 
said  that  it  was  as  important 
"for  us  not  to  overreact  as  it  is 
for  us  not  to  underreact" 

But  Labour's  Harriet  Har- 
mansaid:  "The  time  has 
passed  for  false  reassurance. 
The  question  of  whether  there 
is  a  link  between  BSE  and 
CJD  is  an  Issue  of  immense 
importance  for  consumers 
and  particularly  for  parents  of 
young  children.  The  situation 
remains  uncertain.  But  it’s 
now  apparent  there  has  been 
too  much  reassurance  and  too 
little  action-" 

And  later  a  junior  Scottish 
minister  admitted'  that  the 
Gavemmeht  may  have  been  to 
blame  for  some  formers  not 
slaughtering  BSE-infected  cat- 
tie  in  the  late  1980s.  The  Earl  of 
Lindsay  conceded  that  the 
Government  may  have  "un¬ 
wittingly"  tempted  farmers 
not  to  destroy  infected  animals 
by  failing  to  offer  full  compen¬ 
sation  between  1986  and  1989. 
“In  retrospect  we  possibly 
unwittingly  allowed  the  temp¬ 
tation  that  some  farmers  may 
Continued  on  page  2,  col  8 
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Banbury  cattle  market  prices  were  down  by  £10  a  head  yesterday;  the  auctioneer  expects  a  further  drop  when  cows  realty  for  slaughter  are  sold  today 

It’ll  be  a  disaster,  say  the  market  forces 


By  Joanna  Bale 

WHEN  a  barmaid  at  Ban¬ 
bury  cattle  market  warned  a 
customer  against  eating  her 
beef  sandwiches  yesterday,  it 
wasn’t  “mad  cow"  disease  that 
she  had  in  mind.  “I’m  afraid 
the  beefs  a  bit  fatty  today.  I’d 
go  for  the  ham  or  the  egg  if  I 
were  you." 

Next  door,  in  ring  one. 
formers  were  counting  the 
cost  of  Stephen  DorrdTS 
equally  frank  revelation  that 
there  might  alter  all  be  a  risk 
of  humans  contracting  CJD 
from  infected  meat. 

The  market’s  managing  di¬ 


rector,  Jim  Watson,  bad 
switched  off  his  mobile  phone 
to  enable  him  to  work  after  a 
stream  of  calls  from  worried 
formers.  “It’s  the  same  every 
time  we  have  a  BSE  scare,”  he 
said-  “Prices  are  down  and  it 
will  be  worse  tomorrow  when 
we  sell  the  fat  cattle  that  are 
ready  for  slaughter.  I’Ve  been 
getting  lots  of  calls  from 
formers  wondering  whether 
it’s  worth  coming  to  sell  their 
livestock  tomorrow." 

According  to  Mr  Watson, 
whose  market  is  the  biggest  in 
Europe,  prices  for  a  beef  steer 
worth  £500  were  down  by  £10. 

Like  every  beef  fanner.  Mr 


oftei  cuts  bt  |  Drug  dealers  face  six  years  minimum 


phone  bills 

New  price-cap  proposals  from 
Oftei.  the  telecommunications 
regulator,  will  ensure  that 
British  Telecom  customers 
will  see  their  phone  bills  fall 
from  an  average  of  £50  a 
quarter  to  about  £30  over  the 
next  five  years.  BT  said  that  it 
was  “disappointed"  because 
the  proposals  are  tighter  than 
anticipated.  If  they  are  reject¬ 
ed  Oftei  will  seek  a  Monopo¬ 
lies  and  Mergers  Commission 
inquiry — - Page  25 

America  agrees 
to  arm  Taiwan 

America  further  inflamed 
China  by  agreeing  to  sell 
Stinger  anti-aircraft  missiles 
and  other  high-tech  weapons 
to  Taiwan  although  it  refused 
submarines - Page  H 
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By  Richard  Ford 
HOME  CORRESPONDENT 

PERSISTENT  burglars  face  a 
minimum  of  three  years  in 
prison  and  repeat  drug  deal¬ 
ers  at  least  six  years  under 
tough  new  sentencing  plans 
being  proposed  by  Michael 
Howard. 

The  Home  Secretary  is  also 
to  end  the  practice  by  which 
the  length  of  time  a  prisoner 
spends  on  remand  is  automat¬ 
ically  included  as  part  of  a  jail 
sentence.  Instead,  the  judges 
wiU  be  given  discretion  to  take 
the  months  on  remand  into 
account  when  imposing  a 
sentence. 

Prisoners  will  be  allowed  to 
earn  a  maximum  of  about  17 
per  cent  remission  of  their 


sentences  through  good  be¬ 
haviour  while  in  jail  under  the 
changes. 

Mr  Howard  wants  to  pub¬ 
lish  a  White  Paper  on  his 
proposals  before  Parliament 
rises  for  Easter.  The  seven- 
chapter  draft  document, 
which  will  be  discussed  ty  the 
Cabinet  today,  includes  pro¬ 
posals  for  automatic  life  sen¬ 
tences  for  second-time  rapists, 
armed  robbers  and  serious 
sexual  offenders. 

It  also  includes  proposals  to 
make  every  prisoner  serve  the 
full  sentence  imposed  by  the 
judge,  unless  he  earns  remis¬ 
sion,  overturning  the  present 
situation  in  which  a  person 
given  a  four-year  sentence  is 
released  automatically  after 
two  years. 


However,  ft  is  Mr  Howard’s 
plan  to  bring  in  minimum 
sentences  of  three  years  for 
people  convicted  of  burglary 
three  times  and  at  least  six 
years  for  those  convicted  twice 
of  dealing  in  Class  A  drugs 
that  will  bring  a  sharp  rise  in 
the  prison  population.  Gass  A 
drugs  indude  heroin,  cocaine 
and  LSD.  It  has  been  estimat¬ 
ed  that  the  overall  effect  of  Mr 
Howard's  sentencing  propos¬ 
als  will  be  to  increase  the  jail 
population,  now  at  a  record 
54.00a  by  at  least  10,000. 

Twelve  jails  each  holding 
800  prisoners  and  costing  a 
total  of  more  than  £1.2  billion 
will  need  to  be  buDt  to  cater  for 
the  impact  of  the  sentencing 
proposals.  They  will  all  be 
built  by  private  finance  and 


are  in  addition  to  new  jails 
already  planned  for  Faz- 
akerley  in  Liverpool,  Bridgend 
in  South  Wales,  Telford  in  the 
Midlands,  Salford*  in  Greater 
Manchester  and  another  in 
Essex. 

Minimum  jail  terms  wfll 
apply  only  to  offenders  con¬ 
victed  of  crimes  committed 
after  the  new  sentencing  re¬ 
gime  starts  and  die  Govern¬ 
ment  believes  the  full  effect  of 
the  proposals  will  not  be 
readied  until  2013. 

The  measures  will  be 
phased  in.  Automatic  life  sen¬ 
tences  for  second-time  rapists 
and  armed  robbers  will  be 
introduced  first,  followed  by 
real-time  sentences  and  finally 
the  minimum  jail  terms  for 
burglars  and  drug  dealers. 


Watson  believes  that  the  meat 
is  “100  per  cent  safe".  He  said: 
“This  is  disastrous  for  us. 
Only  a  handful  of  people  die 
from  CJD  yet  all  this  fuss  is 
made  and  the  public  react 
The  Government  should  con¬ 
centrate  on  big  killers  like 
cancer  and  heart  disease.” 

But  as  Mr  Watson  tried  to 
generate  interest  in  a  fright¬ 
ened  friesian,  former  John 
EDungton  declared:  “I’m 
keeping  my  hands  in  my 
pockets  today.  IH  not  be 
bidding." 

Mr  Elkington,  who  farms 
in  Bicester,  added:  “1  rang  up 
my  exporters  this  morning  to 


Station  offers 
first  class 
marriage  lines 

THE  platform  announcement 
came  50  years  too  late  for  the 
couple  from  Brief  Encounter 
but  yesterday  a  British  rail¬ 
way  station  unveiled  plans  to 
conduct',  marriage  ceremo¬ 
nies. 

Couples  can  now  hop  on  a 
Eurostar  for  a  Paris  honey¬ 
moon  after  tying  the  knot  al 
Ashford  International  station. 

The  £265  ceremonies,  to  be 
conducted  in  Ashford’s  first 
class  departure  lounge,  were 
announced  when  Kent  Coun¬ 
ty  Counci]  agreed  to  grant 
Eurostar  a  licence  to  hold  dvfl 
weddings.  There  is  room  for 
op  to  60  guests  in  the  navy 
and  orange  room. 


see  what  they  wanted  and 
they  just  said  don’t  bother. 
They  might  not  even  want  the 
stuff  I  bought  from  them  last 
week  which  has  already  been 
slaughtered.  It’ll  just  have  to 
stay  in  the  deep  freeze,” 
Rachel  Fyfe.  3a  who  farms 
with  her  husband  in  Market 
Harborongh,  studied  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  beef  market  after 
BSE  while  a  student  at  the 
Royal  Agricultural  College  in 
Cirencester.  She  said:  “The 
Government  are  just  covering 
their  backsides,  but  they 
know  that  the  research  is  also 
tenuous.  Until  it  is  ever 
proved  beyond  all  doubt,  they 


should  not  scare  people  like 
this;  after  all  there  is  a  risk  in 
everything  we  eaL 

“We  will  lose  so  much 
money,  both  in  the  domestic 
and  the  export  industry.  The 
rest  of  Europe  claims  ft 
doesn't  have  BSE.  but  it’s 
pretty  likely  that  farmers  in 
Europe  have  it  and  quietly  get 
rid  of  the  affected  cows." 

But  one  71-year-old  man 
who  has  been  in  beef  fanning 
aO  his  life,  said:  “People  who 
will  be  put  off  by  this  will 
have  already  stopped  eating 
beef,  bat  most  will  continue  to 
enjoy  it  There’s  nothing  like  a 
juicy  piece  of  roast  beef." 


F.nglanri  brothers  play  in  Charltons’  footsteps 


9  *770 1  40d046244 


By  Peter  Ball 

TERRY  VENABLES,  the 
England  manager,  revived  a 
great  English  football  tradi¬ 
tion  yesterday  when  he 
named  Gary  aqd  Philip  Nev¬ 
ille,  the  young  Manchester 
United  defenders,  in  his 
squad  for  next  Wednesday’s 
friendly  against  Bulgaria  at 
Wembley.  If  they  play,  they 
will  be  the  twentieth  pair  of 
brothers  to  win  England  caps, 
and  tfae  first  to  do  so  since 
Bobby  and  Jack  Chariton. 

The  Charitons  played  to¬ 
gether  on  28  occasions  be¬ 
tween  1965  and  J97a 
including  the  1966  World  Cup 
FinaL  Bobby  won  the  first  of 
his  106  caps  soon  after  the 


Denis  and  Leslie  Compton  Jack  and  Bobby  Chariton  and  Philip  and  Gary  Neville 


1958  Munich  disaster,  while 
jadk  was  30  by  his  first 
appearance. 

The  Nevilles  have  done  it 
rather  more  quickly.  Gary.  21, 
won  the  first  of  his  6  caps 
against  Japan  last  summer 


before  he  had  played  a  faff 
season  in  (he  Fremierehip. 
Philip,  who  was  19  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  has  risen  even  more 
quickly,  coming  into  the 
squad  three  months  after  es¬ 
tablishing  himself  in  die  Uni¬ 


ted  team.  They  are  inheritors 
of  a  proud  tradition  dating 
back  to  the  1870s,  when  Shef¬ 
field  Wednesday’s  Clegg 

brothers,  Charles  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  won  caps  in  1872  and 
1873  respectively.  Over  the 


next  ten  years  Ernest,  Charlie 
and  Arthur  Bambridge  be¬ 
came  the  only  trio  of  brothers 
to  be  capped  by  England. 

Most  iff  the  19  pairs  were 
capped  before  1900,  but  Clem 
Stephenson  and  George  ap¬ 
peared  together  in  the  1920s, 
and  Jade  and  Sep  Smith  in  the 
1930s. 

In  tfae  1970s  Brian 
Greenboff  won  18  caps,  but 
his  brother  Jimmy  Was  not  so 
honoured.  Nor,  in  a  full 
international,  was  Denis 
Compton.  He  played  for  Eng¬ 
land  in  wartime  internation¬ 
als.  Leslie  went  on  to  win  two 
caps  but  Denis  was  distracted 
by  cricket— to  some  effect 

England  team,  pages  45. 48 
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Vital  questions  for 
consumer  safety 

Is  it  safe  to  eat  beef  after  the  latest  scientific 
findings? 

The  Government  insists  that  it  is.  Even  if  there  is  now 
evidence  that  BSE  can  pass  to  humans,  they  say,  the 
public  remains  protected  because,  all  the  parts  of  the 
carcass  that  could  conceivably  carry  infection  have  to 
be  removed  at  the  slaughterhouse  before  beef  goes 
into  the  food  chain.  The  prohibited  items  are  brain, 
spine,  thymus,  tonsils,  spleen  and  intestine. 

Are  the  slaughterhouse  controls  adequate? 

They  had  to  be  tightened  fast  November  after  some 
abattoirs  were  found  to  be  not  folly  removing  spinal 
cord.  Douglas  Hogg,  foe  Agriculture  Minister,  says  they 
are  now  to  be  tightened  further.  Also,  any  meat  from 
animals  over  30  months  old  will  have  to  be  debarred  in 
specially  licensed  plants,  a  requirement  previously  only 
for  exported  meat 

What,  If  anything,  can  beef  eaters  do  to  protect 
themselves? 

Those  who  want  100  per  cent  assurance  of  safety 
should  stop  eating  beef,  although  this  is  not  as  easy  as 
it  seems.  Material  from  cattle  can  find  its  way  into 
products  as  diverse  as  chicken  soup,  wine  sauce,  lamb 
stock  cubes  and  jellies.  Food  manufacturers  insist, 
however,  that  they  do  not  use  any  of  foe  prohibited 
items. 

Are  some  types  of  beef  safer  than  others? 

Most  scientists  say  good  steak  or  roast  beef  carries  little 
if  any  risk.  Only  1 5  per  cent  of  pure  beef  herds  have  ever 
had  BSE  and  BSE  has  never  been  found  in  the  musde 
meat  of  cattle.  But  much  of  Britain’s  meat  comes  from 
dairy  cows.  Half  of  all  dairy  herds  have  been  affected  by 
BSE.  Dairy  meat  tends  to  go  into  cheaper  products, 
such  as  pates  and  meat  pies.  Those  who  want  to  play 
safe  while  still  eating  beef  should  avoid  meat  products 
of  whose  origin  they  cannot  be  sure. 

Is  any  age  group  more  at  risk? 

CJD,  foe  human  counterpart  to  BSE,  has  traditionally 
been  a  rare  disease  of  the  elderly,  affecting  about  one 
in  a  million  people  worldwide.  In  recent  years,  an 
unusually  large  proportion  of  CJD  cases  in  Britain  has 
occurred  in  people  under  42.  tt  is  foe  ten  CJD  cases 
from  this  age  group  that  the  Government  now  says 
were  probably  caused  by  eating  BSE-infected  meat 

When  did  the  Infection  occur? 

Between  1 988,  when  foe  first  case  of  BSE  was  officially 
diagnosed  in  cattle,  and  November  1 989,  when  abattoir 
controls  Were  put  into  effect;  or  so  the  Government 
thinks.  Since  1989  the  abattoir  controls  should  have 
folly  protected  foe  public.  Unfortunately,  there  is 
nothing  that  can  be  done  now  about  exposure  to 
infection  before  November  1989. 

Is  the  incidence  of  CJD  higher  in  UK  than  elsewhere? 

No.  The  disease,  first  diagnosed  in  the  1920s,  occurs 
with  roughly  the  same  frequency  everywhere.  However, 
the  incubation  period  for  foe  disease  is  anything  from 
10  to  20  years.  So  if  BSE  has  passed  to  a  significant 
number  of  humans,  it  could  take  many  years  for  this  to 
show  up  as  a  big  increase  in  cases  of  CJD. 

Does  CJD  affect  any  particular  occupation? 

The  evidence  is  inconclusive  despite  a  statistically 
unusual  duster  of  cases  among  dairy  farmers  during 
the  past  four  years.  But  dairy  fanners  also  show  an 
unusual  tendency  to  go  down  with  the  disease  in 
countries  where  there  is  no  BSE. 


Knackers  and  offal  merchants  feed  the  hysteria 


A  test  for  anyone  tempt¬ 
ed  by  a  career  in  poli¬ 
tics:  read  aloud 
without  hesitation,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  which  virtually  the  whole 
Cabinet  on  the  front  bench 
beside  you  could  admire. 
“Spongiform  Encephalopathy 
Advisory  Committee.”  Now 
say  “bring  together  leading 
experts  in  neurology,  epid- 
emioligy  and  microbiology  to 
provide  scientifically  based 
advice  on  the  implications  of 
different  forms  of  spongiform 
encephalopathy". 

Keeping  up?  Try,  next,  at 
Speed  “the  Govennent  Sur¬ 
veillance  Unit  in  Edinburgh 
which  specialises  in 
Creutzfddt-Jakob  disease". 

We  picture  the  Health  Sec¬ 
retary,  Stephen  Dorrell  prac¬ 


tising  these  tines  with  hts  dvfl 
servants  while  trying  to  mas¬ 
ter  his  brief  between  lunch 
and  3  JO  yesterday.  He  came 
through  with  flying  colours, 
Dorrdl's  performance  will 
have  done  nothing  to  harm 
his  quietly  growing 
reputation. 

Then  things  firil  apart 
Dorrell  urged  MPs  to  steer 
dear  of  parly  politics.  MPS 
steered  straight  into  them. 

You  or  1  would  have  feared 
the  worst  drat  Labour  might 
seize  with  hysteria  on  this 
issue  as  a  stick  with  which  to 
beat  the  Government  adding 
to  public  alarm;  and  that  Toiy 
backbenchers  would  leap 
mindlessly  to  the  defence  of 
“the  industry”  —  their  farm¬ 
ing  pals,  as  well  as  slaughter¬ 


ers,  bonemeal  crushers  and 
other  adored  members  of  die 
community. . 

We  might  fear  Labour 
would  then  accuse  the  Tories 
of  being  "the  farmer’s  friend” 
and  the  Tories  accuse  Labour 
of  hatred  towards  agriculture. 

All  our  fears  would  have 
been  justified.  Tory  back¬ 
benchers  behaved  yesterday 
as  though  die  greater  part  of 
the  electorate  were  composed 
of  knackers  and  offal-mer¬ 
chants,  plus  a  heavy  contin¬ 
gent  of  butchers  in  all  the 
marginal  seats.  Labour  be¬ 


haved  as  though  Creutrfeldt- 
Jakob  disease  were  sweeping 
the  nation  tike  the  Black 
Cleath  while  government  min¬ 
isters  peddled  infected  ham¬ 
burgers  on  every  comer. 

Harriet  Harman.  Donell’s 
Shadow,  spoke  first-  She  oper¬ 
ates  in  only  one  mode:  maxi¬ 
mum  reproach.  "Public 
confidence  is  hanging  on  a 
thread.”  she  declared,  then 
did  her  best  to  art  it  “Would 
the  Government's  Chief  Med¬ 
ical  Adviser  feed  beef  to  his 
grandchildren?" 

“Or  send  them  to  grammar 


schools?”  cackled  Dame 
Elaine  KeHett-Bowman  (C. 
Lancaster). 

“We  need  to  restore  public 
confidence,”  cried  Harman. 
We  sure  did.  after  her  re¬ 
marks.  I  derided  beef  must  be 
safe  to  eat.  after  all. 

Then  Paul  Mariand.  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Toiy  backbench 
agriculture  committee,  rose, 
wonderfully  groomed  and 
suited  as  ever.  Mr  Mariand, 
who  turned  57  on  Tuesday, 
shows  no  signs  of  CJD,  but 
the  colour  of  his  eyebrows  is 
departing  alarmingly  from 
the  rich  brown  of  his  hair.  Is 
he  eating  too  much  beef? 

Mariand  sneered  at 
Labours  response.  By  the 
time  he  sat  down.  I  felt  sure 
Labour  must  be  right 


Labour’s  Harry  Barnes  (Der¬ 
byshire  NE)  spied  a  govern¬ 
ment  conspiracy  to  conceal 
the  dangers.  I  began  to  sym¬ 
pathise  with  the  Government. 
Christopher  Gill  (C,  Ludlow), 
who  comes  from  a  family  of 
butchers,  deplored  the  alarm. 

I  began  to  share  the  alarm;,' 
Harold  EUetson  (C,  Blackpool* 
N)  said  Labour  weredommat-* 
ed  by  “extreme  vegetarian^ 
anti-farming  activists".  I  sym-: 
pathised  again  with  Labour.  ' 
It  was  once  said  of  Tsa£j 
Nicholas  11  that  the  two  mast,  i 
powerful  men  in  Russia  wetef , 
the  Tsar,  and  the  last  pereazr 
he  had  spoken  to.  Where  BSE 
is  concerned,  and  hi  a  strange-  > 
ly  different  way.  my  opinion 4 
too  depended  on  the  last 
politician  1  had  heard. 


Farmers  await  farther  fall  in  a  market  still  suffering  from  previous  scare 

Beef  industiy  fears 
public  panic  over 
‘mad  cow’  disease 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


THE  multibiUion-pound  beef 
industry  was  bracing  itself 
yesterday  for  a  wave  of  con¬ 
sumer  panic  and  plunging 
sates  after  the  admission  by 
the  Government  that  some 
people  probably  have  been 
infected  with  “mad  cow” 
disease. 

Cattle  farmers  are  still  re¬ 
covering  from  the  previous 
scare  over  BSE  —  bovine 
spongiform  encephalopathy — 
which  caused  beef  sales  to  fall 
by  20  per  cent  last  December. 
Sales  are  still  down  by  13  per 
cent  on  this  time  last  year- 

Sir  David  Naish,  president 
of  the  National  Fanners' 
Union  (NFU).  said:  "This  a 
very  serious  development  Re¬ 
storing  consumer  confidence 
is  now  paramount  l  am  glad 
the  Government  has  acted 
promptly  on  the  new  scientific 
advice  and  welcome  the 
Health  Secretary’s  statement 
that  beef  is  still  safe  lo  eat" 

Douglas  Hogg,  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Minister,  told  the 
Commons  that  controls  on 
slaughterhouses  would  be 
tightened  to  ensure  that  no 
potentially  infected  meat 
reached  consumers.  In  addi¬ 


tion.  meat  from  all  cattle  over 
30  months  old.  which  are  at 
greater  risk  of  developing 
BSE,  will  have  to  be  deboned 
in  specially  licenced  plants. 
This  was  previously  required 
only  for  exported  beef. 

The  latest  developments 
cast  a  shadow  aver  the  future 
of  an  industiy  that  is  still 
hugely  valuable,  despite  a 


long-term  decline  in  beef  con¬ 
sumption.  which  has  dropped 
from  20  kilograms  per  head  in 
1980  to  15.5kg  today.  BSE  has 
played  a  part  in  this  slide,  but 
more  significant  until  now  has 
been  the  cheapness  of  compet¬ 
ing  meats,  such  as  chicken. 

Household  -  purchases  of 
beef,  including  processed 
products,  totalled  about  £4  bil¬ 
lion  last  year,  according  to  the 
Meal  and  Livestock  Commis¬ 
sion.  Britain  also  exported 
242.000  tonnes  of  beef,  worth 
£520  million.  Nearly  four 
fifths  went  to  other  countries 
in  the  European  Union. 

The  industiy  supports 
41.000  dairy  farmers  and 
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95,000  beef  farmers.  More 
than  two  thirds  of  British  beef 
output  comes  from  the  dairy 
herd,  either  from  male  ani¬ 
mals  or  from  cows  culled  at 
the  end  of  their  milking  life,  a 
big  element  in  foe  export 
trade.  About  15,000  people 
work  in  abattoirs  (other  than 
poultry  plants)  and  3,000  in 
the  animal  by-products  pro¬ 
cessing  industiy. 

So  far  BSE  has  had  little 
impact  on  exports,  which  have 
risen  steadily  in  recent  years. 
France,  which  took  98.000 
tonnes  of  British  beef  last  year, 
has  resisted  pressure  from 
Germany  for  a  ban  on  British 
beef  unless  it  is  certified  to 
come  from  BSE-free  herds. 
But  the  latest  disclosures 
could  reopen  the  debate  about 
the  risk  to  public  health. 

The  best  EU  markets  last 
year  after  France  were  Italy 
(27,200  tonnes).  Ireland 
(24,100  tonnes)  and  the 
Netherlands  (17,845  tonnes). 
Germany  imported  only  1300 
tonnes.  South  Africa  (Z7.055 
tonnes)  was  the  main  destina¬ 
tion  outside  the  EU. 

Ian  Gardiner,  the  NFU* 
director  of  policy,  called  for  a 


Professor  John  Pattison.  a  scientific  adviser,  with  Stephen  Dorrell  yesterday 


“rational  and  cool"  response  to 
the  latest  scientific  findings. 
Even  if  some  recent  deaths 
from  Creu  tzfeldt-Jakob  dis¬ 
ease  were  linked  to  BSE,  he 
said,  this  did  not  mean  that 
beef  now  in  foe  shops  was  a 
risk. 

“All  those  parts  of  foe  ani¬ 
mals  which  contain  the  BSE 
agent  are  removed  from  the 
food  chain  ax  the  slaughter¬ 
house,"  he  said.  “I  see  nothing 
in  today's  announcement  to 
indicate  that  any  beef  which 
people  can  now  buy  would  be 
infected  with  BSE.” 

Ray  Darlington,  executive 
officer  of  the  National  Federa¬ 
tion  of  Meat  and  Food  Trad¬ 
ers,  which  represents  butchers 


and  small  slaughterhouses, 
said:  “We  are  stQl  examining 
the  ministers’  statements.  Ob¬ 
viously  we  are  very  concerned 
about  foe  implications  for  our 
businesses.” 

What  makes  BSE  potential¬ 
ly  so  disastrous  is  that  dairy 
herds,  the  biggest  source  of 
British  beef,  have  been  much 
more  affected  than  beef  herds. 
More  than  half  of  dairy  herds 
have  had  at  least  one  case  of 
BSE.  compared  with  only  IS 
per  cent  of  beef  herds. 

Since  BSE  was  first  diag¬ 
nosed.  158JS2  head  of  cattle 
showing  symptoms  of  the 
disease  have  been  destroyed, 
nearly  all  of  them  dairy  cows, 
at  a  cost  of  £130  million  in 


compensation  payments  for 
farmers.  At  the  peak  of  the 
epidemic  up  to  1.000  new  cases 
were  being  reported  every 
week.  The  rate  is  now  running 
at  about  250  a  week. 

The  disease  is  thought  to 
have  passed  to  cattle  in  meat 
and  bonemeal  containing  the 
remains  of  sheep  infected  with 
scrapie,  a  condition  related  to 
BSE.  The  infection  was  rai¬ 
ded  through  the  cattle  herd 
because  sheep  remains  were 
used  in  cattle  feed.  All  feed  of 
this  kind  was  banned  in  July, 
1988.  This  should  have  cut  off 
the  primary  source  of 
infection. 

Leading  article,  page  21 


Brussels  caught  in  a  dilemma 


From  Our  Foreign  Staff 

VETERINARY  experts  from  across  the 
European  Union  will  examine  foe  news 
on  British  beef  in  Brussels  tomorrow.  The 
Commission  will  take  advice  from  the 
veterinary  committee  on  whether  more 
steps  are  needed  to  protect  consumers 
from  any  risks,  a  spokesman  said. 

The  Commission  has  backed  the  British 
argument  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  a 
human  health  hazard  in  the  consumption 
of  BSE-infected  beef.  “If  the  scientists  say 
more  action  is  needed  then  more  action 
will  be  taken,”  a  spokesman  for  Franz 
FischJer,  the  Farm  Commissioner,  said. 

In  a  measure  similar  to  one  operating 
in  Britain,  sale  of  British  beef  offal  has 
been  banned  in  Europe  since  1990  as  a 
safeguard.  The  European  authorities  are 


in  a  delicate  position  over  British  beef. 
The  Commission  has  resisted  attempts  by 
some  continental  authorities  to  take 
measures  against  imports  and  it  backs 
the  British  Government  argument  that 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  link  between 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob  disease  and  BSE. 

Last  month  it  began  proceedings 
against  the  German  state  of  Rhineland- 
Palatinate  after  it  banned  British  beef  on 
the  ground  that  the  action  was  an  illegal 
barrier  to  trade.  On  the  other  hand,  foe 
Commission  has  cited  consumer  fears  as 
a  factor  in  its  decision  to  extend  a  ban  on 
the  import  of  American  beef  from  cattle 
raised  with  growth  hormones. 

Bonn  will  now  come  under  pressure  to 


Public  confidence  hanging 
by  a  thread,  says  Labour 


By  Alice  Thomson  and  James  Landale 
LABOUR  accused  the  Gov¬ 


ernment  yesterday  of  giving 
the  public  “false  reassurance- 
in  the  past  over  the  possibility 
of  “mad  cow”  disease  spread¬ 
ing  to  humans. 

Harriet  Harman,  the  Shad¬ 
ow  Health  Secretary,  urged 
ministers  to  restore  public 
confidence  by  publishing  all 
the  new  scientific  evidence 
which  linked  bovine  spongi¬ 
form  encephalopathy  (BSE)  to 
its  human  equivalent,  Creutz¬ 
feldt-Jakob  disease  (CJD). 

And  in  a  clear  reference  to 
John  Gunimer.  the  former 
Agriculture  Minister.  Ms 
Harman  added:  "There  must 
be  no  more  photocalls  from 
ministers  feeding  beefburgers 
to  their  children." 

In  a  heated  Commons  de¬ 
bate  on  the  two  ministerial 
statements,  Ms  Harman  told 
Stephen  Dorrell,  Health  Sec¬ 
retary,  that  he  had  lost  public 
confidence  and  that  people 
would  not  be  satisfied  with 
“Government  platitudes". 

She  said  public  confidence 
was  "hanging  by  a  thread” 
and  urged  the  Government  to 
give  people  “the  full  facts  and 
honest  advice”  on  which  to 
base  their  decisions.  "That 
relies  on  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
giving  full  disclosure  of  the 
scientific  evidence  and  dear 
advice  and  guidance.  The  time 
has  passed  for  false  reassur¬ 
ance."  she  said. 

She  added:  "If  we  do  not 
have  fell  information  and  fail 
disclosure  of  the  facts,  the 
public's  response  will  be  fear 


and  that  will  then  be  stoked  up 
by  ignorance  and  innuendo.” 
Ms  Harman  said  that  possible 
dangers  of  BSE-infected  beef 
were  of  immense  importance 
particularly  for  parents  of 
young  children  and  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  people 
working  in  the  farming  and 
meat  industry. 

"The  situation  remains  un¬ 
certain.  But  it’s  now  apparent 
there  has  been  too  much 
reassurance  and  too  little  ac¬ 
tion.”  she  said.  Mr  Dorrell 
replied  that  it  was  as  vital  not 
to  overreact  as  to  under-react. 

Tory  MPs  lined  up  to  praise 
the  Govemmoit  for  its  swift 
action  to  inform  the  public 


about  new  evidence  and  con¬ 
demned  Labour  for  "scare- 
mongering”.  Paul  Mariand 
(Gloucestershire  W),  a  fanner 
and  chairman  of  the  Tory 
backbench  agriculture  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  meat  industry 
had  had  health  scares  before. 
"Very  often  weVe  discovered 
in  tins  House  in  the  past  that 
the  rumour  is  very  different 
from  the  reality,”  he  said. 

Neil  Hamilton  (C,  Tatton) 
and  Dame  Elaine  Kellett- 
Bowman  (C,  Lancaster)  said 
the  Government  should  not 
panic  and  accused  Labour 
risking  the  livelihoods  of 
farmers.  Dame  Elaine  said: 
“Beef  is  an  important  industry 
in  every  village  and  rural  area 
in  the  land.  It  is  important  that 


nobody  should  stir  up  unnec¬ 
essary  panic.” 

Sir  Archie  Hamilton  (C. 
Epsom  and  Ewell)  said  Lab¬ 
our  had  shown  that  it  was  “not 
the  farmer’s  friend". 

John  Greenway  (C.  Ryedale) 

warned  of  foe  potentially  "ca- _ 

lamitous"  effect  on  British  ter 
farmers  if  the  new  evidence 
was  reported  irresponsibly  by 
the  press.  “There  is  no  less 
rearon  to  have  confidence  in 
British  beef  today  or  tomor¬ 
row  as  there  was  yesterday  " 

He  urged  Douglas  Hogg,  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  not  to 
hesitate  in  moving  "swiftly  to 
support  foe  marker’. 

Christopher  Gill  (C.  Lud¬ 
low).  who  comes  from  a  family 
of  butchers,  urged  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  show  restraint  before 
scaring  foe  country.  "Hie  risks 
of  catching  CJD  are  infinites¬ 
imal.”  he  said. 

Dr  Gavin  Strang,  the  Shad¬ 
s'*  Agriculture  Minister,  said 
the  important  lesson  to  learn 
was  not  to  allow  the  BSE  agent 
to  get  into  food.  “It  is  crucial 
foat  animals  which  display 
the  symptoms  of  BSE  are  not 
slaughtered  for  food,"  he  said 

Sunon  Hughes.  Liberal 
Democrat  health  spokesman, 
asked  whether  schools  and 
hospitals  should  now  stop 
serving  beef.  Glenda  Jackson 
(Lab.  Hampstead  and  Hish- 
gate)  said  that  the  Govern¬ 
ors  attitude  over  beef  could 
mrraten  children.  Mr  Dorrell 
said  that  at  present  no  institu¬ 
tions  needed  to  withdraw  beef 
products  from  their  menus. 


tighten  the  terms  of  a  European  compro¬ 
mise  placing  some  curbs  on  British  beet 
The  British  statement  may  help  the 
German  Government  to  wriggle  out  of  its 
dilemma.  "If  a  national  level  ban  on 
imports  were  legally  possible,  the  federal 
government  would  have  done  it  long 
ago,”  Horst  Seehofer.  the  Health  Minis¬ 
ter.  said. 

Only  a  tiny  handful  of  cases  of  BSE 
have  been  discovered  in  French  cows,  but 
in  recent  months  foe  French  press  and 
scientific  community  have  begun  focusing 
on  the  possible  dangers  of  British  beet 
Last  month  the  French  National  Academy 
of  Medidne  emphasised  the  “persistence 
of  mad  cow  disease  in  foe  United 
Kingdom".  It  called  for  a  ban  on  the  sale 
in  France  of  beef  offal  from  cows  aged  less 
than  six  montits  originating  in  Britain. 

New  form 
of  CJD 

Continued  from  page  1 
have  succumbed  to,"  he  told 
peers.  The  Shadow  Agricul¬ 
ture  Secretary  Gavin  Strang 
described  his  words  as  “a 
remarkable  admission”. 

In  foe  second  Commons 
statement  Douglas  Hogg  de¬ 
tailed  fresh  safeguards  for 
slaughterhouses  and  animal 
feeds.  The  Agriculture  Minis¬ 
ter  also  promised  existing 
controls  would  be  “even  more 
vigorously  enforced".  Under 
foe  new  rules,  carcasses  from 
cattle  aged  over  30  months 
must  be  deboned  in  specially 
licensed  plants  supervised  by 
foe  Meat  Hygiene  Service  and 
the  trimmings  kept  out  of  any 
food  chain.  The  use  of  mam¬ 
malian  meat  and  bonemeal  in 
feed  for  ail  farm  animals  is 
being  banned. 

The  announcements  were 
triggered  by  a  report  on  tan 
CJD  victims  which  said:  "The 
most  likely  explanation  at 
present  is  that  these  cases  are 
•inked  to  exposure  to  BSE 
before  the  introduction  of  the 
specified  bovine  offal  ban  in 
1989-"  It  concluded:  “The  risk 
from  eating  beef  is  now  likely 
to  be  extremely  small  and 
there  is  no  need  for  it  to  revise 
its  advice  on  milk". 

.  Dr  Pattison  admitted  that 
the  committee  had  agonised 
over  whether  there  was  an 
alternative  explanation.  “We 
have  thought  this  through 
over  and  over  because  it  would 
have  been  much  more  reas- 
^nng  to  come  to  a  different 
conclusion.  But  putting  the 
unusual  symptoms  together 
with  the  different  pathology 
made  it  inescapable." 


ac 

Liberal  Dr 


V 


T 


Id^t-USL*  I 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 1996 


MAD  COW  DISEASE  3 


ung  victims  of  CJD,  from  left  Victoria  Rinuner,  Peter  Hall.  Jean  Wake,  Stephen  Churchill  and  Michelle  Bowen.  Miss  Rimmer  fell  sick  in  1994  and  is  still  in  a  deep  coma,  the  others  have  died 

‘We  were  told  it  was  a  disease  of  the  old.  It  isn’t  now’ 


By  Kate  Alderson 
and  Dominic  Kennedy 

THE  mother  of  a  meat  pie  maker 
who  died  of  Creutzfrldr-Jakob  dis¬ 
ease  yesterday  brandished  a  letter 
from  10  Downing  Street  rejecting 
any  link  with  BSE. 

“1  should  make  it  dear  that 
humans  do  not  get  'mad  cow 
disease*,  although  there  are  similar 
diseases  which  occur  naturally  in 
humans  and  have  been  known 
about  for  very  many  years.**  the 
Prime  Minister’s  Private  Secretary. 
Rachel  Reynolds,  wrote  on  his 
behalf  last  October.  “1  must  reas¬ 


sure  you  that  there  is  no  evidence  to 
suggest  that  eating  meat  causes 
this  son  of  illness  in  people." 

A  month  later  Jean  Wake.  38. 
died  with  her  daughter  Leighann. 
15.  and  mother  Nora  Grecnhalgh, 
75,  at  her  bedside.  “I  didn’t  believe 
him  then  and  1  don't  believe  him 
now."  said  Mrs  Greenhatgh  of 
Sunderland.  "1  was  always  con¬ 
vinced  that  Jean’s  illness  was 
caused  by  eating  infected  beef  and 
had  a  lot  to  do  with  her  time 
working  in  a  factory  putting  the 
fillings  into  pies. 

“This  was  a  deliberate  cover  up 
to  avoid  tarnishing  the  reputation 


of  British  beef.  The  decision  to  keep 
people  in  the  dark  was  motivated 
by  money." 

Peter  Hall,  a  student  from  Ches¬ 
ter-!  e-Street.  Co  Durham,  died  four 
weeks  ago,  just  before  his  21st 
birthday.  He  was  a  vegetarian  but 
ate  beefburgers  as  a  child.  His 
mother  Frances  said:  “Even  if  they 
say  there  is  just  a  good  chance  BSE 
can  be  passed  on  to  humans  they 
should  err  on  the  side  of  caution." 

Michelle  Bowen  died  aged  29  last 
November  three  weeks  after  her 


son  Tony  was  bom  by  Caesarean 
section.  She  had  worked  in  a 
butcher’s  as  a  teenager. 

Her  husband  Anthony,  of 
Harpurhey,  Manchester,  said  he 
feared  his  baby  son  might  also  die. 
“I’ve  spoken  to  several  experts. 
One  in  particular  believes  I  have  a 
case  against  the  Government  for 
negligence  as  they  have  never 
really  thrown  their  full  weight 
behind  a  comprehensive  research 
campaign." 

Stephen  Churchill.  19,  a  student 
from  Devizes.  Wiltshire,  died  in 
May  last  year  12  months  after 
becoming  depressed  and  dizzy.  His 


mother  Dot  told  Radio  4"s  The 
World  at  One:  “We  would  like  to 
have  an  independent  inquiry.  The 
disease  itself  is  changing.  Tt  is 
attacking  younger  people.  We  were 
told  it  was  a  disease  of  the  50  to  70- 
year-olds  and  it  isn’t  any  more.” 

Ann  Richardson  of  Liverpool 
died  3ged  41  two  months  ago.  Her 
husband  Ronny  is  also  considering 
legal  action. 

Freda  Neild,  65.  died  eight  years 
ago.  Her  daughter  Sandra  Gallo¬ 
way.  52.  a  Doncaster  nurse  who 
founded  the  CJD  Support  Net¬ 
work,  said:  “We  need  a  public 
inquiry  into  what  is  causing  these 


deaths  and  if  CJD  is  not  caused  by 
earing  beef  then  we  need  to  know 
what  on  earth  does  cause  it." 

The  grave  of  one  young  CJD 
victim  was  dug  to  a  depth  of  nine 
feet  last  year  instead  of  the  usual 
six.  Gravediggers  were  issued  with 
protective  dothes  and  surgical 
gloves  at  the  funeral  of  Maurice 
Callaghan.  30.  of  Belfast 

Victoria  Rimmer.  18.  a  kennel 
worker,  of  Connah’S  Quay,  Clwyd. 
was  the  first  teenager  diagnosed 
with  CJD.  She  fell  sick  in  1994  aged 
16  and  is  still  in  a  deep  coma.  Her 
relatives  have  always  blamed 
hamburgers. 


Risk  from  eating  beef  ‘no  longer  zero’ 

Subtle  differences 
led  scientists  to  link 
BSE  with  humans 


BY-PRODUCTS  OF  A  COW 


By  Nigel  Hawkes.  science  editor 


TEN  patients  below  the  age  of  42 
provided  the  smoking  gun  that 
pointed  to  a  link  between  mad  cow 
disease  and  its  human  equivalent. 
Creulzfeldt-Jakob  disease: 

.  Subtle  differences  in  symptoms 
,  ind  in  brain  pathology  enabled  the 
CJD  Surveillance  U^ait  at  Western 
General  Hospital  in  Edinburgh  to 
distinguish  between  these  patients 
and  those  suffering  the  normal 
form  of  CJD.  By  doing  so,  they 
identified  what  Stephen  Dorrell, 
the  Health  Minister,  yesterday 
called  "a  previously  unrecognised 
and  consistent  disease  pattern”. 

The  patients  had  an  average  age 
of  onset  of  27.  compared  with  over 
63  for  the  normal  form  of  CJD.  The 
early  symptoms  of  the  new  form 
include  anxiety  and  depression, 
while  those  of  classical  CJD  in 
many  ways  resemble  Alzheimer’s 
disease,  starting  with  forgetfulness 
and  uncharacteristic  behaviour.  In 
addition,  the  new  form  shows  signs 
of  developing  more  slowly.  In 
typical  CJD,  death  follows  within 


six  months  of  onset,  but  in  the  new 
form  sufferers  survive  for  13 
months. 

The  final  distinction  is  one  of 
pathology.  CJD  can  be  diagnosed 
with  complete  confidence  only  after 
death,  by  the  spongy  appearance  of 
the  brain  tissues  under  the  micro¬ 
scope  and  the  presence  of  the  so- 
called  prion  protein  in  the  brain. 
Dr  Robert  WiD  of  the  CJD  unit  said 
that  the  new  strain  was  charac- 
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tensed  by  larger  than  normal 
quantities  of  this  protein.  This  was 
very  consistent  and  very  striking.” 
he  said. 

The  assumption  is  that  the  cases 
of  CJD  in  the  ten  younger  patients 
derived  from  BSE-contaminated 
meat  eaten  between  the  first  ap¬ 
pearance  of  BSE  in  1985/86  and  the 
banning  in  1989  of  the  sale  of  brain 
and  spinal  cord.  While  the  advisory 
committee  believes  that  the  risk 


from  eating  beef  today  is  extremely 
small,  nobody  can  any  longer  daim 
that  it  is  zero. 

However,  the  major  risk  arose 
between  1986  and  1989.  when  all 
beefeaters  may  have  been  exposed 
to  BSE-infected  meat.  The  numbers 
of  infected  cattle  in  those  years  was 
fortunately  small,,  totalling  no 
more  than  about  10.000.  as  the 
epidemic  slowly  gained  in  strength. 
(In  the  peak  year  after  the  ten. 
36.681  cows  were  affected.) 

So  the  risk  depends  on  how 
much  of  the  beef  consumed  in  those 
years  was  infected,  and  how  easily 
the  infection  can  be  passed  on  to 
man.  Neither  question  can  yet  be 
answered.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  say 
for  how  long  the  risk  will  last  for 
those  people  who  did  eat  infected 
meaL 

The  only  comparable  situation 
for  which  data  is  available  is  Kuru, 
a  disease  suffered  by  the  Fore 
highlanders  of  Papua  New  Guinea, 
who  until  1960  practised  a  ritual 
form  of  cannibalism.  This  disease. 


Main  Joints:  rump,  fflfet,  sirloin,  brisket,  shin,  neck  and  dod, 
chuck  and  blade,  middle,  fore  and  prime  libs,  silverside, 
topside,  flank,  skirt  and  leg.  Food  experts  agree  red  muscle 
beef  is  less  ttiefy  to  cany  BSE  than  meat  made  from  waste 
products.  However  campaigners  believe  no  cut  is  safer  and 
say  household  cooking  win  not  destroy  BSE  agent 

Mechanically  Recovered  Meal  (MRM):  the  remaking 
ecfibte  tissue  removed  by  a  giant  stripper  and  used  in  pies, 
burgers,  soups,  stews,  sausages  and  pates.  The  law  allows 
up  to  20%  beef  n  a  pork  sausage.  Beef  also  present  in 
lamb  and  chicken  processed  meats.  Campaigners  claim 
the  risk  of  infection  is  greater  from  these  products,  made 
from  older  oows  and  stripped  carcasses  • 

Skin,  tendons  and  ligaments:  boded  to  make  gelatin,  used 
in  JelBes,  biscuits,  pies,  ready  meals  and  sausage  skins. 
Also  in  capsules,  glue,  match  heads  and  photogaphic 

Enocasaes.  The  prolonged  bofltng  process  is  assumed  to 
II  BSE,  but  campaigners  say  the  evidence  has  not  been 
!  seen 

Hide:  leather.  Vellum .. 

Vertebrae:  banned  from  use  In  MRM.  Can  be  used  in 
getatin  and  suet 

Banes:  beef  bone  stock  in  gravy  and  stock,  including  iamb 
and  chicken  • 

Tallow  (beef  tat):  dripping,  casseroles,  chicken  stews, 
dumplings  and  soaps 

Beef  extract  frankfurters.  Peperami 


Etesttrc  a  protein  uniting  muscle  fferes  in  meat  Moisturises 

Glycerol:  fat  product  used  as  flavouring  and  texture 
Improver 

Keratin:  protein  in  hair,  horns  end  hooves  used  in 
shampoos,  concfifioners  and  fertiBsers 

Lactose:  the  sugar  derived  from  milk,  tablet  fillers, 
sweeteners  and  carrier  for  flavouring  agents  in  crisps 

Dairy:  mik,  cream,  cheese,  whey  yoghurt 

Otootc  oft:  flquid  from  pressed  tallow,  margarines 

Oteostaartn:  soBd  from  pressed  tallow,  soaps 
and  candle  making 

Rennet:  extract  of  calf  stomach.  Clots  mSk 

Stearic  acid:  Organic  add  used  to  soften  skin  in  Epstjck, 
moisturiser,  eye  shadow 

Slearste:  salt  of  stearic  add,  used  in  body  building 
s^ipkmanb 

Banned  fora  sale  as  food:  brain,  spinal  oord,  intestines, 
spleen,  tonsils  and  thymus  gland.  AH  banned  from  sale  as 
food.  Government  scientists  fed  brain  and  spinal  cord  to 
laboratory  mice,  who  became  infected.  Others  argue  the 
infection  must  pass  through  other  parts  of  body  to  get  to 
brain,  therefore  these  may  be  Infected. 


which  may  originally  have  arisen 
spontaneously,  was  spread  from 
generation  to  generation  by  eating 
the  remains  of  dose  relatives. 

The  average  survival  for  Kuru 
sufferers  was  16  months,  considera¬ 
bly  longer  than  for  the  usual  form 
of  CJD  but  dosely  similar  to  the 
new  one.  The  incubation  period  for 
Kuru  was  in  some  cases  as  short  as 
four  years,  and  in  others  as  long  as 
several  decades.  Although  canni¬ 
balism  stopped  in  I960,  and  no¬ 
body  is  thought  to  have  been 
infected  by  the  disease  after  that, 
people  in  Papua  New  Guinea  still 
die  of  iL 

If  the  new  form  of  CJD  follows 
this  pattern,  it  will  be  almost  the 
middle  of  next  century  before  we 


can  be  sure  that  no  more  new  cases 
will  emerge. 

Guessing  how  many  cases  there 
will  be  is  equally  impossible.  If  we 
are  lucky,  the  “spedes  barrier”  will 
have  been  high  enough  for  only  a 
few  people  a  year  to  be  infected.  If 
we  are  not  and  the  incubation 
period  is  long,  these  first  ten  deaths 
may  represent  the  foothills  of  a 
rising  curve  of  cases  that  will  not 
peak  for  decades. 

□  Food  retailers  were  last  night 
planning  a  public  relations  offen¬ 
sive  to  try  to  reassure  shoppers  that 
British  beef  products  are  safe  for 
human  consumption.  High  Street 
retailers  said  they  would  be  brief¬ 
ing  their  staff  to  cope  with  an 
anticipated  surge  in  questions  from 


customers.  They  hope  an  informa¬ 
tion  campaign  will  avert  a  catas¬ 
trophic  fall  in  sales. 

In  1985,  the  year  before  BSE  was 
identified  in  cattle,  1.13  million 
tonnes  of  beef  were  consumed  in 
Britain.  Last  year  the  figure  was 
888,000,  a  drop  of  19  per  cent. 

Manufacturers  pledged  yester¬ 
day  to  make  it  crystal  dear  that 
beef  would  be  clearly  identified  as 
an  ingredient  in  product  packag¬ 
ing.  Beef  can  be  contained  in 
products  as  diverse  as  jelly,  wine 
sauce  and  chicken  broth. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Meat  and 
Livestock  Federation  said:  “We  will 
have  to  do  a  lot  of  explaining  to 
avoid  any  hysteria.  This  will  not  be 
good” 


Choose  something  else  for  Sunday  lunch 


John  Gammer  and  daughter  Cordelia  enjoying  beefburgers 


If  John  Gammer  had  read  The 
Times  carefully  when  be  was 
the  AricuKure  Minister  be 
would  never  have  persuaded  bis 
daughter  to  eat  a  beefburger. 

The  thought  of  eating  meat  that 
might  be  contaminated  by  one  of  a 
group  of  agents  known  as  prions 
or  slow  viruses  —  about  winch 
doctors  know  veiy  little  other  than 
that  they  are  among  the  most 
dangerous  agents  studied  by  mi¬ 
crobiologists  —  is  enough  to  spoil 
any  appetite. 

Crentzfeldt-Jakob  disease 
(CJD),  die  human  equivalent  of 
BSE,  is  so  infectious  that  even  the 
tiny  piece  of  tissue  used  in  a 
corneal  graft  has  often  transmit¬ 
ted  it  The  agent  withstands  even 
the  temperature  of  an  autoclave 
used  to  sterilise  instruments. 

A  very  similar  disease  to  BSE 
and  CJD,  Korn,  wrought  havoc 
among  die  hill  tribes  of  New_ 


Medical  briefing 


Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford 


Guinea  until  cannibalism  was 
eradicated  40  years  ago. 

We  now  know  that  BSE  crosses 
the  specks  barrier  and  now  know, 
contrary  to  earlier  reassurance 
given  to  us  fay  experts,  that  it  can 
be  acquired  by  carnivores. 

If  cals  can  catch  feline 
spongiform  encephalopathy  from 
eating  infected  beef  products,  are 
we  wise  to  suggest  that  humans 
wont? 

The  incubation  period  in  these 
diseases  is  up  to  15  years.  If 


children  can  be  infected  by  a 
contaminated  hamburger,  those 
who  caught  ft  during  the  canty 
1980s  when  the  number  of  cattle 
involved  was  small  would  only 
now  start  to  become  victims. 

Previously  when  asked  by  pa¬ 
tients  whether  they  should  eat 
beet  1  have  always  suggested  drat 
they  should  do  so  only  when  ft  was 
obvious  from  which  part  of  the 
animal  ft  had  been  taken.  I 
recommended  against  beef 
rissoles,  cottage  pie,  beefburgers, 


beef  extracts  and  even  black 
pudding,  sausages  and  beef  pies. 
For  the  past  two  or  three  years  I 
have  extended  this  advice  by 
suggesting  that  palirnte  should 
avoid  bed7  liver  or  kidneys  or 
sweetbreads.  Until  today’s  report  I 
have  continued  to  enjoy  roast  beef 
although  I  have  been  careful  to 
leave  any  lymphatic  glands  that 
might  be  lurking  among  the  meaL 
Although  it  seems  likely  that 
only  a  few  people  will  be  affected, 
|  shall  in  future  avoid  all  beef, 
whether  roasted  or  minced,  until 
scientists  can  be  truly  reassuring. 
Worthwhile  reassurance  must  in¬ 
dude  a  ministerial  resolve  not  to 
use  that  most  non-committa] 
phrase  “there  is  no  evidence 
that”. . .  Until  I  can  teO  my  patients 
that  “there  is  evidence  that  BSE 
cannot  be  transmitted  to  people"  I 
will  suggest  they  choose  other 
joints  for  their  Sunday  lunch. 


Ten  years 
on,  beef 

is  back 
under 
suspicion 

By  Andrew  Pierce 

THE  ten-year  debate  over  BSE 
has  been  marked  by  confusion, 
contradiction,  warnings  against 
hysteria  from  meal  producers 
and  unwavering  reassurance 
from  the  Government. 
November  1986:  BSE  identified 
in  cattle  by  Central  Veterinary 
.  Laboratory.  The  condition  was 
thought  to  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  through  consumption  of 
sheep  offal  infected  by  scrapie. 
April  1988:  working  party  es¬ 
tablished  under  Professor  Sir 
Richard  South  wood.  Pro  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity.  to  assess  significance  of 
BSE  epidemic. 

June  1988:  working  group’s 
first  report  recommended  that 
infected  animals  and  their  milk 
be  destroyed,  BSE  be  made  a 
notifiable  disease,  and  a  re¬ 
search  committee  be  set  up  io 
discover  extent  of  threat  to 
animals  and  humans. 

July  1988:  Government  banned 
feed  products  made  from 
ground  cattle  and  sheep 
remains. 

August  1988:  ministers  ordered 
slaughter  of  all  BSE-infected 
livestock. 

November  1988:  disease  made 
notifiable. 

February  1989:  publication  of 
Southwood  report  which  said  ft 
was  “most  unlikely  that  BSE 
will  have  implications  for  hu¬ 
man  health".  The  EU  banned 
export  of  cattle  bom  before  July 
1988  and  offspring  of  suspect 
animals. 

May  1990:  John  Gammer,  the 
Agriculture  Minister,  held 
press  call  at  which  his  daugh¬ 
ter.  aged  four,  was  photo¬ 
graphed  eating  a  beefburger. 
CJD  surveillance  unit  set  up  in 
Edinburgh.  First  announce¬ 
ment  of  a  cat  with  BSE. 

May  1990:  the  Chief  Medical 
Offioer.  Sir  Donald  Acbeson. 
said  beef  was  “absolutely  safe 
to  eat".  Margaret  Thatcher 
echoed  him,  saying:  "You  have 
got  the  best  scientists  working 
on  iL" 

June  1990:  23  non-EU  coun¬ 
tries,  including  Saudi  Arabia, 
banned  British  beef. 

March  1993:  Mark  Duncan 
Tmnplcman.  a  dairy  former 
whose  livestock  had  suffered 
from  BSE.  died  of  CJD. 
August  1995:  death  of  Stephen 
Churchill.  19,  youngest  British 
BSE  victim,  disclosed. 
September  1995:  a  third' dairy 
farmer  confirmed  as  latest  CJD 
fatality.  Councils,  including 
Humberside,  banned  meat 
from  school  canteens. 

October  1995:  Dr  Kenneth 
Caiman.  Chief  Medical  Of¬ 
ficer.  said:  “There  is  no  scientif¬ 
ic  evidence  of  a  link  between 
meat-eating  and  CJD." 
November  1995:  Professor  Sir 
Bernard  Tomlinson,  an  expert 
on  brain  disease,  said  he  would 
not  eat  beefburgers,  beef  liver 
or  meat  pies  and  recommended 
a  ban  on  all  meat  offal. 
December  1995:  the  professor 
accused  by  Angela  Browning, 
junior  Agriculture  Minister,  of 
not  basing  his  conclusions  on 
scientific  evidence.  The  Adv¬ 
isory  Body  on  Catering  for 
Soda!  Services  urged  a  ten  on 
beef  products.  Graham  Lane, 
chairman  of  the  Association  of 
Metropolitan  Authorities,  said: 
“People  are  not  prepared  to 
accept  government  assurances 
at  face  value.”  Douglas  Hogg, 
the  Agriculture  Minister,  said 
he  and  his  family  still  ate  beef 
despite  growing  number  of 
schools  banning  it 
John  Major  told  Commons: 
“There  is  currently  no  scientific 
evidence  that  BSE  can  be 
transmitted  to  humans  or  that 
eating  beef  causes  it  in 
humans.  I  am  also  advised  that 
beef  is  a  safe  and  wholesome 
product."  Government  pub¬ 
lished  advertisements  in  news¬ 
papers  saying:  “BSE  is  an 
animal  disease  which  affects 
only  cattle." 


HEAR  CONSERVATIVE  BRITAIN 
PRAISED  BY  THE  OPPOSITION. 


TONIGHT  9.00PM  BBC1,  lO.OOPM  ITV. 
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Methodists  close  to 
becoming  extinct 

The  Methodist  Church  is  losing  26  members  a  day  and 
wfli  ska  cease  to  exist  if  the  trend  is  not  halted,  its  traders 
said  yesterday.  In  the  past  three  years,  the  Methodist 
Church,  Britain's  third  largest  denomination  after  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  has 
lost  more  than  50,000  of  its  12  million  members.  The  Rev 
Peter  Barber,  membership  secretary,  said:  "The  Method¬ 
ist  Church  is  at  a  critical  point  in  its  life." 

One  reason  given  by  tie  church  is  that  30,000 
Methodists  died  during  the  three  years  covered  by  the 
figures.  Another  is  the  changes  in  society  and  in  the  use  of 
Sunday,  which  for  many  is  no  longer  a  day  of  rest 

Royal  Opera  chairman 

Peter  Gummer,  chairman  of  the  Arts  Council's  National 
Lottery  advisory  panel,  is  to  be  the  next  chairman  of  die 
Royal  Opera  House  board.  He  will  also  take  over  the 
chairmanship  of  the  Royal  Opera’s  development  steering 
group,  overseeing  the  controversial  £200  million  redevel¬ 
opment  Mr  Gummer.  chairman  of  the  public  relations 
firm  Shandwick.  is  resigning  from  all  Arts  Council 
involvement.  He  will  succeed  Sir  Angus  Stirling  in  July. 

Behind  bars  at  last 

Darren  Clancy.  24.  who  was  jailed  by  York  magistrates  for 
four  months  for  motoring  offences,  went  home  because  no 
one  from  Group  4  arrived  to  take  him  to  prison.  The  cases 
were  being  heard  in  a  temporary  court  and  there  were  no 
ceils  to  hold  him.  Clancy  gave  himself  up  to  police 
yesterday  after  waiting  in  vain  to  be  collected  from  his 
home  in  the  city.  He  was  finally  locked  up  in  Group  4’s 
privately  run  Wolds  jail  on  Humberside. 

Kew  dispute  settled 

A  pay  dispute  at  Kew  Gardens  was  settled  yesterday. 
Specialist  gardeners  and  botanical  horticulturists  held  a 
day’s  strike  on  March  8  in  protest  at  a  deal  which  gave 
many  a  rise  of  1  per  cent  and  introduced  performance- 
related  pay.  The  new  offer  increases  the  lowest  starting 
salary  from  £8£3I  to  E9.036.  Performance-related  pay 
remains  but  “outstanding  performers"  will  receive  up  to 
18.7  per  cent  rather  than  16  per  cent  over  the  year. 

No  space  for  sugar  deal 

Steve  Bennett  left,  who 
wants  to  be  the  first  ama¬ 
teur  to  put  a  rocket  in 
space,  has  lost  his  sponsor¬ 
ship  deal  with  Tate  &  Lyle. 
Last  month  Mr  Bennett  31, 
successfully  test-fired  his 
21ft  sugar-powered  Star- 
chaser  2  in  Northumber¬ 
land.  Tate  &  Lyle  said  the 
parting  was  amicable.  Mr 
Bennett  who  is  seeking 
£1001000  to  take  a  rocket  50 
miles  up,  said  he  was  now  • 
free  to  try  other  fuels. 

Parkinson’s  test  hope 

Tests  on  monkeys  have  given  hope  that  a  treatment  for 
Parkinson’s  disease  may  be  possible.  The  experiments, 
ranied  out  in  America  and  reported  in  Nature,  show  that 
in  rhesus  monkeys  several  of  the  symptoms  of  Parkinson’s 
can  be  reversed  by  injecting  into  the  animals’  brains  a 
protein  that  increases  levels  of  the  nerve  messenger 
dopamine.  Parkinson’s  is  known  to  be  caused  by 
degeneration  of  the  brain  cells  that  make  dopamine. 

Dinosaur  killer  found 

Researchers  from  the  University  of  California  in  Los 
Angeles  claim  to  have  found  fragments  of  the  asteroid  that 
annihilated  the  dinosaurs.  In  day  taken  from  the  bed  of 
the  Pacific  they  discovered  a  tiny  pebble  that  contains 
chromium,  iron  and  iridium  in  the  quantities  found-  in 
meteorites.  The  pebble  was  found  in  a  layer  dating  to  65 
million  years  ago,  when  the  dinosaurs  disappeared. 


IF  YOU 
SPEND  AT 
LEAST 
£1100  P.A. 
ON  GAS, WE 
COULD  SAVE 
YOU  MONEY 


Ring  us  for  a  quote  and  you  could  soon 
be  enjoying  the  benefits  of  switching  to 
low  cost  gas  from  Amerada. 

There’ll  be  no  new  pipes,  roadworks  or 
inconvenience. 

Just  savings  you  can  keep  to  yourself. 

HMERHDR  HESS  GR5 

CALL  0500  00  11  00 


BRINGING  LOW  COST 
GAS  TO  YOU 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 199g 


Public  complaints  break  record 

Ombudsman  attacks 
Whitehall  job  cuts 

By  Nigel  Williamson,  Whitehall  correspondent 


CIVIL  SERVICE  staff  cuts  were 
blamed  yesterday  by  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  ombudsman  for  a 
record  number  of  complaints 
against  government  depart¬ 
ments.  Maladministration  is 
likely  to  increase  because  of 
government  reforms.  William 
Reid  said. 

"Reductions  in  staff  numbers, 
organisational  changes  and 
new  working  practices  will  con¬ 
tinue  for  some  time  to  place 
individual  civil  servants  under 
stress,"  he  said.  "There  is  a  risk 
that  fewer  staff  will  lead  to  both 
slower  service  to  the  public  and 
to  more  mistakes  because  civil 
servants  will  have  less  time  for 
thought  to  enable  them  to 
pursue  considered  and  prudent 
action." 

Mr  Reid'S  remarks  in  his 
annual  report  were  the  most 
critical  in  the  28  years  since  the 
ombudsman's  office  was  estab¬ 
lished.  There  was  a  28  per  cent 
increase  in  complaints  about 
maladministration  last  year. 

Earlier  this  month  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  announced  that  it  had 
reduced  Civil  Service  numbers 
to  less  than  500.000  for  the  first 
time  in  more  than  50  years.  Mr 


Reid  was  unconvinced  that 
improved  efficiency  had  en¬ 
abled  die  cuts.  "I  doubt  wheth¬ 
er  automation  and  technology 
will  compensate  folly  for  cuts 
in  human  resources."  he  said. 

Mr  Reid  was  particularly 
critical  of  proposed  staff  cuts 
at  the  Department  of  Social 
Security.  The  DSS  and  its 
agencies  account  for  almost 
half  of  all  complaints  to  the 
ombudsman.  Mr  Reid  said:  "1 
can  do  the  arithmetic:  the 
existing  job  is  not  wholly 
efficient  and  if  there  are  25  per 
cent  fewer  doing  it  you  can 
draw  the  conclusions." 

Privatisation  and  contract¬ 
ing  out  threatened  account¬ 
ability  and  limited  the  chances 
of  consumers  being  compen¬ 
sated  for  mistakes.  “The  impli¬ 
cations  of  such  transfers  of 
responsibility  need  to  be  as¬ 
sessed  to  ensure  that  a  proper 
and  independent  mechanism 
for  looking  into  and  providing 
redress  for  justified  com¬ 
plaints  remains  in  place." 

Mr  Reid  denied  that  his 
attack  was  potiticaL  “All  I 
have  done  is  simply  draw 
attention  to  the  effects  of 


policies."  A  total  of  1,706 
complaints  were  forwarded  by 
MPs  to  the  ombudsman  last 
year.  Of  the  245  complaints  he 
studied,  Mr  Reid  found  236  to 
^je  justified.  He  said  that  76 
wcases  led  to  changes  in  depart¬ 
mental  procedures  and  in  108 
cases  his  intervention  led  to 
financial  compensation. 

Almost  half  of  the  834 
complaints  against  the  DSS 
concerned  the  Child  Support 
Agency.  There  were  160  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  Inland  Reve¬ 
nue,  a  19  per  cent  rise  even 
though  cases  can  now  be  taken 
to  a  revenue  adjudicator. 

Mr  Reid  also  investigates 
complaints  about  official  se¬ 
crecy.  He  blamed  a  lack  of 
public  awareness  of  the  code 
on  open  government  for  the 
fact  that  there  were  only  44 
inquiries,  but  said  they  were 
"all  very  profitable". 

The  ombudsman  said  that 
his  greatest  victory  had  been 
forcing  the  Department  of 
Transport  to  consider  com¬ 
pensation  for  householders 
whose  property  had  been 
blighted  by  the  Channel  Tun¬ 
nel  raD  link. 


Factions 
battle  to 
the  death 
for  INLA 
supremacy 

By  Nicholas  Watt 

.  IRELAND  CORRESPONDENT 

LEADING  members  of  the 
Irish  National  liberation. 
Army  in  Belfast  have  gone  to 
ground  as  the  terrorist  organ¬ 
isation  tears  itself  apart  in  a 
feud  that  has  claimed  three 
lives  this  year. 

Two  factions  fighting  for 
control  appear  determined  to 
stop  at  nothing  to  wipe  out 
their  opponents.  One.  known 
as  the  Belfast  Brigade,  is  said 
to  be  unrepentant  after  shoot¬ 
ing  dead  Barbara  McAloram. 
nine,  as  she  played  in  her 
living  room  in  North  Belfast 
on  Friday  night.  The  gunmen 
were  believed  to  be  supporters 
of  Gino  Gallagher,  the  former 
INLA  chief  of  staff,  whose 
murder  by  INLA  opponents  in 
January  sparked  the  latest 
feud. 

Gallagher’s  supporters  hit 
back  after  his  murder  when 
they  killed  John  Fennell.  40.  a 
founding  member  of  the 
INLA,  ai  a  caravan  park  in 
B  undo  ran.  Co  Donegal,  earli¬ 
er  this  month.  During  a 
bloody  interrogation.  Fennell 
“confessed"  to  delivering 


Dominic  McGiinchey,  left,  and  Gmo  Gallagher,  : 
two  INLA  leaders  who  came  to  a  violent  end  . ’ 


money  to  the  gunman  who 
murdered  Gallagher.  Fennell 
was  then  beaten  to  death  with 
a  concrete  block. 

The  anti-Gallagher  faction, 
which  calls  itself  the  GHQ 
Staff  of  the  INLA.  struck  on 
Tuesday  when  a  gunmen 
opened  fire  on  group  of  men  in 
West  Belfast  One  man.  who 
was  believed  to  have  been  a 
pallbearer  at  Gallagher's 
funeral,  was  recovering  in 
hospital  yesterday  from  gun¬ 
shot  wounds  in  the  leg. 

In  a  statement  to  a  Belfast 
newspaper,  the  GHQ  faction 
said  die  shooting  was  an 
attack  on  “the  remnants  of  the 
Gallagher  gang".  The  state¬ 
ment  added:  “The  GHQ  reit¬ 
erates  its  call  for  the  gang  to 
disband  forthwith  or  face  the 
consequences." 

The  INLA  has  been  riven  by 


dissent  during  ite20-year:h& 
ory.  In  the  bloodiest  feud  in 
the  latter  part  of  1986  and 
early  1987. 12  members  of  the 
organisation  were  killed, 
Dominic  McGiinchey,  a  for¬ 
mer  INLA  leader,  was  shot 
dead  in  1994.  although  fe 
killing  was  believed  to  have 
been  ordered  by  the  IRA. 

The  INLA  and  its  political 
wing,  the  Irish  Republican 
Socialist  Party,  claim  to  be 
revolutionary  socialists.  How¬ 
ever.  the  INLA  is  more  famous 
for  launching  some  of  the 
most  horrific  terrorist  atroc¬ 
ities  during  the  Troubles.  The 
organisation  was  held  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  assassination  of 
Airey  Neave  at  Westminster  in 
March  1979.  and  in  1982  kflltxi 
■  17  people  in  a  bomb  attack  on 
the  Droppin’  Well  pub  at 
BaJly kelly.  Co  Londonderry. 
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British  man  murdered 
in  China’s  Wild  West 


By  James  Pringle  in  Peking  and  Bill  Frost 


A  BRITISH  businessman  has 
been  murdered  in  Shenzhen, 
the  increasingly  lawless  and 
violent  Chinese  city  on  the 
bonder  with  Hong  Kong. 

David  Swindells  suffered 
ratal  stab  wounds  during  the 
attack,  which  is  thought  to 
have  been  carried  out  by 
thieves.  They  are  believed  to 
have  forced  rheir  way  into  his 
room  at  the  five-star  Shangri- 
La  Hotel  shortly  after  he 
arrived  with  a  colleague. 

Last  night  his  wife  said  she 
had  often  feared  that  she 
would  never  see  him  again 
when  he  embarked  on 'his 
frequent  business  trips 
abroad.  “He  travelled  a  lot 
and  I  had  prepared  myself  for 
the  fact  that  one  day  he  might 
not  come  back,"  Joan 
Swindells  said. 

“This  really  hasn’t  sunk  in 
yet.  f  am  still  numbed  by  what 
has  happened  but  I  had  this 
feeling  that  there  might  be  a 
time  when  I  would  not  see  him 
again:  that  is  the  sort  of 
dangerous  world  we  live  in," 
she  said. 

Mr  Swindells,  59.  was  work¬ 
ing  in  Shenzhen  as  a  business  ' 
consultant  for  Coming  incor¬ 
porated.  a  New-  York-based 
computer  company.  Col¬ 


leagues  described  him  yester¬ 
day  as  “a  well-liked  and  well- 
repected  high  achiever". 

Kyu  Sung,  a  workmate  who 
travelled  with  Mr  Swindells  to 
China  earlier  this  month,  said 
he  had  been  out  sightseeing 
when  his  friend  was  murdered 
last  Sunday.  “As  f  returned  to 
the  hotel.  I  intended  to  call 
David,  who  was  on  another 
floor,  to  invite  him  to  join  me 
for  dinner.  But  then  I  saw  that 
the  lobby  was  swarming  with 
police  and  was  shocked  when 
they  told  me  that  he  had  been 
stabbed  to  death." 

The  murder  comes  just  days 
after  the  British  Embassy  in 
Peking  issued  a  warning  to 
travellers  of  the  increased 
dangers  they  face  in  China. 
“Muggings  in  main  dries, 
sexual  harassment  and  crime 
on  trains  are  increasing.  For¬ 
eigners  are  regular  targets."  a 
spokesman  said. 

Jamie  Houghton,  chairman 
of  Coming  Incorporated,  last 
night  paid  tribute  to  Mr 
Swindells,  who  lived  at 
Frilford,  near  Abingdon.  Ox¬ 
fordshire.  “He  was  very 
highly  regarded  within  the 
company.  Obviously  all  Da¬ 
vid's  colleagues  are  very  sad¬ 
dened  by  this  most  unfor- 
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tunate  inddent,"  he  said. 
"This  is  particularly  difficult 
for  me  because  I  worked  with 
David  for  many  years.  Our 
prayers  are  with  his  widow 
and  three  children." 

Mrs  Swindells  described 
her  husband  as  “an  exception¬ 
al  man".  She  added:  "David 
was  a  lovely  and  highly  intelli¬ 
gent  man.  He  had  great 
integrity,  a  wonderfully  infec¬ 
tious  sense  of  humour  and 
was  very  erudite  and  extreme¬ 
ly  well-read." 

Mr  Swindells,  a  politics 
graduate  from  New  College, 
Oxford,  retired  as  a  full-time 
employee  of  Coming  Incorpo¬ 
rated  two  years  ago.  He  had 
been  with  the  company  24 
years,  rising  to  vice-president 
before  becoming  a  freelance 
consultant 

Last  night  the  business- 
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man's  family  was  waiting  for 
news  of  when  his  body  might 
be  returned  to  Britain. 
Foreign  Office  spokesman 
said  that  Chinese  police  might 
want  a  post-mortem  examina¬ 
tion  before  authorising  the 
release  of  the  body. 

Shenzhen,  a  poor  rural  vil¬ 
lage  only  two  decades  ago,  has 
become  a  “Wild  West"  boom 
town  after  being  chosen  by  the 
Chinese  Government  as  a 
testbed  for  economic  reform 
and  a  flirtation  with 
capitalism. 

Exposure  to  new  freedom 
has,  however,  brought  near 
anarchy  to  the  city.  Guests  fled 
from  one  state-run  hotel  after 
witnessing  rival  Triad  gangs 
fighting  with  knives  and  meat 
cleavers  in  the  lobby. 

Foreign  businessmen  are 
preyed  on  by  prostitutes  and 
muggers  who  seem  to  operate 
with  impunity  in  hotels  and 
see  visiting  businessmen  and 
women  as  a  ready  source  of 
foreign  currency. 

Anxious  at  the  rising  tide  of 
crime  in  the  city,  the  authori¬ 
ties  have  recently  sought  to 
make  an  example  of  those 
responsible.  However,  not 
even  posters  showing  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  criminals  by  firing 
squad  has  halted  the  growth  of 
lawlessness. 


Photographer 
threatened 
former  model 

A  PHOTOGRAPHER  who 
pestered  a  former  Page  Three 
model  with  menacing  phone 
calls  when  she  refused  to  con¬ 
tinue  posing  for  him  was  jail¬ 
ed  for  three  months  yesterday. 

Kenneth  Bartels  bombard¬ 
ed  Jane  Stoner,  34.  who  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  cover  of  Jilly 
Cooper'S  bestseller  Riders, 
with  more  than  800  phone 
calls  and  messages  on  her 
answering  machine,  telling 
her  he  would  wreck  her  life. 

Magistrates  at  Brighton 
were  told  that  Bartels,  56,  of 
Crawley,  West  Sussex,  be¬ 
came  obsessed  with  Mrs  Ston¬ 
er  after  she  stopped  working 
for  him_He  admitted  making . 
menacing  phone  calls. 


City  bank 

turns  to 

Yorkshire 
for  touch 
of  Zen 

By  Joe  Joseph 

A  FORMER  foundry  worker 
from  Yorkshire  who  has 
turned  himself  into  an  un¬ 
likely  tub-thumper  for  Zen 
Buddhism  and  Taoist  philos¬ 
ophy  has  convinced  City 
financiers  that  they,  too.  can 
benefit  from  his  motivation. 

Standard  Chartered,  the 
British-based  bank  with  op¬ 
erations  in  Asia  and  Africa, 
has  just  hired  Sid  Joynson  of 
Castlefoid,  West  Yorkshire, 
to  instil  team-minded  Japa¬ 
nese  spirit  of  kaizen,  or 
continuous  improvement, 
into  90  backroom  clerical 
staff  in  its  London  office. 

Mr  Joynson,  54,  whose 
clients  indude  Hotpoim. 
Bardaycard,  Powergen  and 
British  Aerospace,  became  a 
convert  to  Japanese  factory 
methods  after  visiting  Tokyo 
eight  years  ago. 

“I  teach  people  how  the 
Japanese  realty  run  their 
factories."  he  said  yesterday 
while  running  a  two-day. 
£2,400  workshop  for  a  paint¬ 
brush  firm  in  Belfast 

“It’s  a  brutal  and  direct 
approach  to  life,  but  it's  aim 
supportive  and  caring.  I  get 
people  wound  up  and  enthu¬ 
siastic  but  also  give  them 
some  very  specific  tools  and 
techniques.” 

The  novelty  is  not  just  that 
the  one-man-band  Mr  Joyn¬ 
son  is  a  far  ay  from  accoun¬ 
tants  and  management 
consultants,  but  that  his  no¬ 
tion  of  teamwork  is  tradition¬ 
ally  alien  to  the  City,  where  a 
Darwinian  struggle  in  the 
dealing  room  secures  the 
fattest  salary  and  the  sleekest 
company  cars. 

Standard  Chartered  said  it 
was  beginning  to  use  “team- 
builders"  throughout  its  org¬ 
anisation.  Chris  Sykes,  the 
bank's  operations  manager; 
believes  Mr  Joynson  might 
be  the  man  “to  improve  our 
operations  by  moving  to  a 
greater  degree  of  team  spirit 
and  empowerment**.  He  also 
says  that  Mr  Joynson  “is  not 
for  the  faint-hearted",  being  a 
man  who  tikes  referring  to 


DAVID  UUSCnOFT 


Sid  Joynson  is  a  far  cry  from  the  usual  consultant 
Respect  for  every  worker  is  the  key,  he  says 


the  CB I  as  “Complete  Bloody 
Idiots"  and  winces  at  com¬ 
panies'  “Mickey  Mouse" 
rules  that  belittle  people  He 
urges  managers  to  smDe 
more,  praise  more  and  per¬ 
form  acts  of  random 
kindness. 

“Respect  treating  people 
as  experts,  whether  they  are 
the  toQet  cleaner  or  the 
managing  director,  that's  the 
key.  AU 1  do  for  a  living  is  go 
into  an  organisation  and  tap 
into  the  wisdom  that’s  al¬ 
ready  there.  A  good  general 
puts  his  troops  first  a  bad 
general  puts  himself  first 
and  loses  the  battle" 

Mr  Joynson  says  that  too 
many  managers  show  their 
staff  not  TLC  (tender  loving 


care)  but  TDC  —  thinly 
disguised  comtempL  He 
argues  that  bosses  and  man¬ 
agement  consultants  who 
think  they  can  improve  prof¬ 
its  by  shedding  staff  not  only 
ruin  their  companies  but 
have  been  responsible  for 
killing  off  British  manufac¬ 
turing  industry. 

“Everywhere  I  go  I’ve  got 
heroes  waiting  for  me  But 
I’m  the  first  person  who’s 
told  them  they’re  heroes." 

Word  of  mouth  has  filled 
Mr  Joynson'5  diary  and  his 
wallet:  “I  make  a  fortune.  I 
can  do  free  workshops  with 
Dr  Bamardo's  because  I’m 
rich." 

Leading  article,  page  21 


Siding  crash  kills  Pears  biographer 


By  Bill  Frost 

THE  biographer  of  Peter  Pears  has  been 
killed  in  a  skiing  accident  in  the  French 
Alps.  Christopher  Headington.  who  was 
also  a  composer  and  teacher,  crashed 
headlong  into  a  tree  while  out  with  a  class 
at  the  resort  of  Les  Hooches  in  the 
Chamonix  valley. 

A  police  spokesman  said  of  the  acci¬ 
dent.  which  happened  on  Tuesday:  “It 
was  really  bad  luck.  He  could  have 
broken  an  arm  or  a  leg.  but  unfortunately 
his  head  took  the  full  impact" 

In  his  1992  biography  of  Pears, 


Headington,  65,  who  lived  in  Newton 
Abbot  Devon,  charted  the  singer's  love 
affair  with  Benjamin  Britten. 

The  biography,  however,  met  with 
mixed  reviews.  Max  Loppert  writing  in 
the  Financial  Times,  said  the  book  was  “a 
dogged  disappointment”  He  concluded 
that  Headington,  who  knew  Pears  and 
Britten  well,  had  sought  to  avoid 
controversy. 

No  mean  composer  himself,  Head- 
in  gum’s  works  included  a  ballet  per¬ 
formed  in  Paris  and  Edinburgh  in  1957, 
choral  music,  two  string  quartets,  two 
piano  sonatas,  a  piano  quartet  a  cdlo 


sonata  and  three  song  cydes.  He  taught 
music  in  schools  until  1964,  when  he 
joined  the  BBC  as  a  senior  assistant  in 
music  presentation.  The  following  year  he 
was  appointed  tutor  in  music  at  the 
Oxford  University  Delegacy  for  Extramu¬ 
ral  Studies. 

He  appeared  frequently  on  television 
and  radio  music  programmes  and  pub¬ 
lished  a  History  of  Western  Music  in  1974. 

His  later  musical  compositions  drew 
much  praise.  They  were  described  by  one 
critic  as  "bold  in  construction,  free  and 
more  positive  in  declaring  themselves 
emotionally”. 


Swindling 

bigamist 

Casanova 
jailed  for 
4*2  years 

AN  AGEING  and  overweight 
Casanova  who  swindled  the 
women  he  seduced  was  jailed 
for  4b  years  yesterday. 

Nicholas  Leonardo.  56,  a 
multimillionaire  bigamist, 
was  still  married  to  his  fourth 
wife,  was  having  an  affair 
with  his  secretary,  and  was 
engaged  to  a  deputy  bank 
manager  he  had  led  into  a  life 
of  crime  when  he  was  arrested 
in  1994. 

The  court  was  told  that  the 
offences  Leonardo  had  admit¬ 
ted  involved  E2  million. 
However,  police  are  con¬ 
vinced  he  dishonestly  ob¬ 
tained  about  £3.5  million  in 
Britain  alone.  The  court  was 
told  it  was  not  possible  to 
prove  his  true  identity. 

Knightsbridge  Crown  Court 
in  centra]  London  was  told 
how  Leonardo,  who  once  ran 
off  with  a  £250,000  jewellery 
collection  after  telling  a  Swiss 
dealer  he  was  engaged  to 
Christina  On  as  sis,  carefully 
selected  his  victims.  Often 
armed  with  information 
uncovered  by  private  investi¬ 
gators  he  had  hired,  the 
accomplished  linguist  would 
charm  them  with  proclama¬ 
tions  of  love  and-  tales  of  his 
wealth.  One  of  his  victims. 
Maria  Seymour,  a  Mexican- 
born  divorcee,  handed  over 
her  savings  after  he  told  her 
that  he  had  served  in  the 
Cabinet  of  King  Constantine 
of  Greece. 

Patricia  Flynn,  the  woman 
bank  official,  was  persuaded 
into  defrauding  the  Midland 
Bank  of  £133,000.  When  her 
employers  became  suspicious. 
Leonardo  effectively  impris¬ 
oned  Miss  Flynn,  taking  her 
to  Spain,  America  and  Greece 
to  prevent  her  talking.  She 
was  eventually  arrested  and 
jailed  for  three  years. 

The  court  was  told  that 
Leonardo  would  invent  ex¬ 
cuses  when  his  victims  ques¬ 
tioned  his  behaviour.  He  once 
claimed  that  he  had  been 
blown  up  by  an  IRA  bomb. 

Greek-born  Leonardo  also 
defrauded  financial  institu¬ 
tions  — in  one  case  obtaining  a 
mortgage  advance  of 
£790,000. 

Passing  sentence.  Judge 
Hordern  told  Leonardo,  who 
admitted  11  sample  counts  of 
theft  and  deception  between 
19S7  and  1993.  that  his 
betrayal  of  Mrs  Seymour's 
trust  was  “extremely  serious", 
and  the  way  he  had  swindled 
his  secretary.  Jayshree  Keval, 
showed  "extreme  meanness”. 
He  said  she  should  receive 
E6.000  compensation  while 
Mrs  Seymour  should  receive 
the  remainder  of  the  £50.000 
confiscation  order. 

The  judge  added:  “It  is  quite 
dear  that  your  presence  in  this 
country  is  a  detriment  to  it  and 
I  recommend  you  should  be 
deported  after  you  have  served 
your  sentence." 


Mutinous  talk 
stirs  tempers  at 
Bligh  auction 

By  Tim  Jones 


MORE  than  200  years  after 
the  infamous  mutiny,  the 
descendants  of  Captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Bligh.  master  of  the  ill- 
fated  HMS  Bounty,  and  Flet¬ 
cher  Christian  are  still  at  war. 

Yesterday,  as  a  treasure 
trove  of  memorabilia  charting 
the  voyage  and  its  conse¬ 
quences  fetched  £130,000  at 
auction,  they  remained  divi¬ 
ded  over  whether  the  great 
navigator  was  a  tyrant  or  a 
maligned  national  hero. 

Maurice  Bligh  was  in  no 
doubt  that  his  great  great 
great-grandfather  had  been 
slighted  through  the  decades 
and  unfairly  turned  into  an 
historical  ogre.  Mr  Bligh,  an 
author,  has  spent  more  than 
25  years  trying  to  dear  the 
captain's  name  and  hopes 
soon  to  publish  a  book  which 
he  says,  wifi  accurately  depict 
him  in  a  kindly,  light 

He  said:  “He  has  been 
portrayed  in  a  totally  unfair 
way  and  is  unrecognisable 
from  the  man  he  really  was. 
Instead  of  being  regarded  as  a 


Bligh:  defended  by  his 
relative  yesterday 


tyrant  he  should  be  feted  as  a 
national  hero."  Mr  Bligh,  52, 
was  scathing  about  Stephen 
Waiters,  whose  collection  was 
being  sold  at  the  auction  at 
Bonhams.  He  said:  “I  have  a 
few  bones  to  pick  with  him. 
He  was  adviser  to  the  1984 
film  The  Bounty  which 
starred  Anthony  Hopkins  and 
was  based  on  the  worst  anti- 
Bligh  novel  ever  written." 

Mr  Walters,  an  historical 
adviser,  paid  tribute  to  Bligh’s 
skills  as  a  navigator  and 
husbander  of  men.  “I  don’t 
think  he  was  as  bad  as  is 
sometimes  painted  but  he  did 
not  suffer  fools  gladly  and 
railed  against  people  who  did 
not  follow  his  commands." 

Ewan  Christian,  a  distant 
cousin  of  Fletcher  Christian, 
who  led  the  mutiny  and  sailed 
the  Bounty  to  Pitcairn  Island, 
refused  to  accept  that  Captain 
Bligh  was  not  a  harsh  and 
cruel  man.  He  said:  "There 
were  two  mutinies  against 
him.  one  on  sea,  the  other  on 
land  so  dearly  there  was 
something  wrong  with  the 
man.  1  do  not  see  him  as  a 
hero  and  back  Fletcher  in  his 
actions." 

Although  the  three  men 
attended  the  auction  in 
Knightsbridge.  after  the  col¬ 
lection  was  sold  they  stood 
wefi  apart  and  did  not  speak 
to  one  another. 

The  most  valuable  work  to 
be  auctioned.  An  Account  of 
the  Mutinous  Seizure  of  the 
Bounty,  derived  from  Bligh’s 
own  account  of  the  mutiny, 
fetched  £10,925.  An  album 
relating  to  Peter  Heywood.  at 
15,  the  youngest  mutineer, 
made  E7.475. 
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Teachers  to  be  graded 
after  only  two  lessons 


By  David  Charter,  education  correspondent 


POOR  performance  in  two 
lessons  will  be  enough  to 
classify  teachers  as  incompe¬ 
tent  under  new  inspection 
guidelines  to  help  to  rid 
schools  of  15,000  bad  staff. 

Chris  Woodhead.  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Schools,  said  yes¬ 
terday  that  all  teachers  would 
be  graded  on  a  seven-point 
scale  from  next  month  and  the 
best  and  worst  will  be  identi¬ 
fied  in  confidential  reports  to 
heads.  He  said  an  inspector's 
judgment  alone  should  not  be 
used  to  oust  a  poor  teacher  but 
the  new  grades  would  provide 
“valuable  management  infor¬ 
mation"  which  head  teachers 
would  be  expected  to  act  upon. 

Mr  Woodhead  added  that  if 
he  were  a  head  teacher,  he 
would  offer  the  incompetent 
teacher  support  and  training, 
monitor  them  for  six  to  nine 
months,  and  then  make  a 
derision  about  their  future. 
Mr  Woodhead  said  last  Nov¬ 
ember  there  were  15,000  in¬ 
competent  teachers  who 
should  be  sacked. 

Heads  said  they  would  wel¬ 
come  the  reports,  which  will 
be  on  teachers  graded  one  or 
two,  for  outstanding  or  excel¬ 
lent,  and  six  or  seven,  for  poor 
or  very  poor.  Teaching  unions 
said  the  gradings  would  create 


a  hostile  reaction  towards 
inspectors.  Ofsted.  the  school 
inspection  agency,  said  that 
under  the  guidelines,  a  teacher 
would  receive  a  grade  six  or 
seven  if  inspectors  judged 
their  lessons  to  be  badly 
planned,  chaotic  or  ill-disci¬ 
plined,  with  children  unsure 
why  they  were  being  asked  to 
do  things  and  signs  that  the 
teacher  did  not  have  a  full 
grasp  of  the  subject.  Their 
grade  would  drop  if  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  expectations  were  too 
low.  if  they  used  inappropriate 


teacliing  materials  and  deliv¬ 
ered  monotonous  lessons. 

Teachers  identified  as  in¬ 
competent  will  also  be  shown 
their  report  and  allowed  to 
state  "any  exceptional  person¬ 
al  reasons  that  in  their  view, 
would  explain  the  qualify  of 
their  teaching". 

Many  secondary  and  more 
than  half  of  primary  schools 
have  yet  to  be  inspected  but 
Mr  Woodhead  said  reports  so 
far  suggested  there  were 
48,000  teachers  who  would  be 
graded  one. or  two  and  15,000 


How  three  apples  may 
go  into  four  pupils 


CHILDREN  art  likely  to  be 
given  three  quarters  of  an 
apple  or  orange  instead  of 
the  whole  fruit  as  Derbyshire 
council  tries  to  save  £12  mil¬ 
lion  on  its  schools'  budget 
Dave  Wilcox,  the  Labour 
education  chairman,  des¬ 
cribed  the  proposed  fruit  cuts 
for  43.000  primary  school 
children  as  “sadly  neces¬ 
sary".  71k  cuts,  which  would 
save  E 60,000,  are  due  to  be 
discussed  by  councillors  on 
die  catering  sub-committee 


tomorrow.  Other  measures 
are  also  being  considered, 
including  increasing  the  cost 
of  school  meals.  Alan  Lewis, 
the  sub-committee  chairman, 
said:  “We  are  not  cutting  fruit 
as  an  option,  merely  reduc¬ 
ing  the  amount  available.  We 
are  still  providing  a  balanced 
diet  for  children." 

A  spokesman  for  Derby¬ 
shire  County  Council  said 
children  would  still  be 
allowed  to  ask  for  second 
helpings. 


teachers  at  level  six  or  seven. 

Inspectors  observe  the  per¬ 
formance  of  all  teachers  deliv¬ 
ering  national  curriculum 
subjects  while  assessing  a 
school.  At  least  two  lessons 
would  have  to  be  excellent  or 
poor  to  warrant  a  personal 
report  to  the  head.  ’ 

•Mr  Woodhead  said:  “We 
are  not  saying  this  evidence  is 
enough  for  anyone  to  be 
dismissed.  It  is  our  contribu¬ 
tion  to  what  should  be  ongo¬ 
ing  monitoring  in  the  school,  ■ 
so  no  one  need  fear  inspectors 
arriving  on  the  scene." 

David  Hart,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Head  Teachers,  said 
the  reports  would  provide 
important  data  “which  can  be 
acted  on  as  the  head  thinks  fit 
All  heads  will  deal  with  this 
information  in  a  thoroughly 
professional  manner.  The 
fears  of  teachers’  organisa¬ 
tions  whose  members’  teach¬ 
ing  may  be  judged  particular¬ 
ly  poor  are  exaggerated." 

Doug  McAvoy,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  National  Union 
ofTeachers,  said:  “If  this  is  not 
going  to  be  used  by  the  head 
for  disciplinary  purposes,  why 
is  Mr  Woodhead  doing  it?" 


Letters,  page  21  |  Peter  Bessant  welcomes  back  a  wild  boar  to  the  New  Forest  not  seen  since  his  great-grandfather  shot  the  last  in  1905 


Great-grandson  of 
boar  killer  hails 
the  beast’s  return 

By  Nick  Nittall  environment  correspondent 

WILD  boars  have  returned  to  centre  also  has  England’s  only 
the  New  Forest  after  an  ab-  colony  of  black  rats  and  the 
senoe  of  90  years.  Yesterday  first  stoats  bom  in  captivity 
the  great-grandson  of  Charlie  The  boars,  from  German 
Bessant.  a  gamekeeper  who  stock,  are  being  kept  in  right 
shot  the  forest's  last  wild  boar  acres  where  it  is  hoped  they 
in  1905.  led  13  of  the  animals  will  be  self-sufficient,  living  off 
into  an  eight-acre  sanctuary.  acorns  and  bulbs. 

Pfeter  Bessant.  a  Forestry  Mr  Oakley  said:  They  are 
Commission  worker,  said  pretty  big  animals  —  the 
wild  boars  had  once  been  larger  male  weighs  100  kilos 
considered  a  pest  by  farmers,  and  the  sows  can  get  quite 
“Old  Charlie  was  just  doing  aggressive  if  they  feel  their 
his  job  and  probably  didn’t  young  are  threatened.  Given 
derive  much  satisfaction  from  the  numbeT  of  tourists  wan- 
tiie  deed."  he  said.  “If  he  knew  dering  around  the  New  Forest 
;  his  great-grandson  would  one  having  wild  boar  roaming  & 
da^  greet  the  boar’s  return,  will  would  represent  quite  T 
Itasure  he  would  have  ap-  danger." 

"  introduction  of  boats 

.  The  boars,  three  males,  four  marks  a  further  step  in  the 
females  and  six  young,  will  rehabilitation  of  the  beast, 
live  on  a  wildlife  cum  holiday  Nigel  Dauncey.  who  runs 
centre  which  officially  opens  Barrow  Boars  near  YeovD, 
at  Easter.  The  45-acre  Nature  Somerset,  said  there  were  now 
Quest  centre,  which  is  based  about  400  head  of  breeding 
at  Longdown.  Hampshire,  stock  in  Britain, 
holds  many  native  species  and  Fifteen  years  ago  there  were 

so™e  311™  invaders.  virtually  no  wild  boars  being 

Mark  Oakley,  of  the  centre,  fanned  and  only  a  handful  in 
said:  “We  have  got  the  last  five  zoos.  Mr  Dauncey.  whose 
cpypufrom  Chester  Zoo.  They  farm  supplies  boar  meat  to 
decided  they  were  not  exotic  Harrods,  said  the  last  indig* 
enough."  The  coypu,  a  South  nous  wild  boar  was  killed  in 
American  rodent  imported  Staffordshire  in  1593.  The 
into  Bntam  early  this  centu  ry  beast  shot  90  years  ago  by  Mr 

f°r£r' £  nvf  **sant  was  the  but  ofa  failed 
tanks  on  the  Norfolk  Broads  1850  reintroduction  from 
before  being  eradicated.  The  Germany. 


Cambridge  cashes  in 
on  Oxford  confusion 

By  John  O’Leary,  education  editor 


Monthly  repayments  as  low  as  £38.83? 

(Based  on  a  £45,000  mortgage,  1.2%  APR) 

The  latest  cut  in  our  variable  base  rate  means  there's  no  time  like  local  hranrh  r  «« 

local  branch  or  phone  us  free  on  0800 10 11 10  for  an  information  pack 

P—  to  move  honte.  .f  you'd  .ike  more  detail  just  call  into  your  Come  in  and  see  us  aud  we'U  soon  send  you  packing. 


CAMBRIDGE  University  has 
benefited  from  last  year’s  un¬ 
certainty  over  the  abolition  of 
Oxford’s  entrance  examina¬ 
tion  by  recording  the  only 
increase  in  applications  at  any 
British  university. 

Higher  education  applica¬ 
tions  have  fallen  this  year  for 
the  first  time  in  more  than  a 
decade.  However,  Cambridge 
has  bucked  the  trend,  with  4 
per  cent  more  applicants  than 
last  year.  It  rejected  3,000 
students  with  three  grade  As. 

Cambridge  admissions  tu¬ 
tors  admitted  yesterday  at  a 
conference  of  500  secondary 
school  teachers  that  confusion 


over  Oxford's  entrance  proce¬ 
dures  appeared  to  be  partly 
responsible  for  the  increase. 
Although  the  examination 
was  retained  for  this  years 
candidates,  the  more  settled 
picture  at  Cambridge  may 
have  encouraged  waverers  to 
choose  that  university. 

Susan  Stobbs,  who  chairs 
Cambridge’s  admissions  fo¬ 
rum,  said:  "We  have  benefited 
from  coming  top  of  a  number 
of  league  tables,  and  a  Jot  of 
hard  work  has  been  put  into 
encouraging  more  state  school 
pupils  to  apply.  But  the  Ox¬ 
ford  examination  obviously 
was  also  a  factor." 


Get  a  little  extra  help. 
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Introducing  Enhanced  Business  Class  from  American  Airlines.5 
75%  more  legroomr  100%  more  comfort. 


With  spacious,  redesigned  seating  that  allows  you  more 
recline,  personal  Sony  Video  Walkman™  units  and  an 
award-winning  menu,  our  Enhanced  Business  Class  offers 
you  more  flexibility  and  control  than  any  other  airline.  So 
the  next  time  business  takes  you  to  any  of  our  worldwide 


destinations,  fly  the  airline  that  offers  you  more  choice. 
American  Airlines.  For  information  or  reservations,  call 
your  travel  agent  or  American  Airlines  on  0181  572  5555 
or  0345  789789  (outside  London).  Or  visit  the  American 
Airlines  web  site  at  http://www.amrcorp.com/AA.  . 


America  Airlines 

Something  special  in  the  air. 


,  ...  ,  fleet  average.  International  Business  Class  seat  reconfiguration  and  personal  video  unit  implementation  will  be  completed  by  June  1 996. 

Sol^dVidro Walkman  are  trademarks  of  Sony.  American  Airlines  is  a  service  mark  of  American  Airlines.  Inc.  ©1996  American  Airlines,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 


You  owe  it  to  your  kids. 


The  World  of  Multimedia. 

Multimedia  is  the  business,  education 
and  entertainment  format  of  the  future. 
It  combines  text,  colourful  graphics, 
video,  animation  and  stunning  CD 

sound,  all  on  a  PC. 

The  potential  benefits  of  Multimedia  for  the  whole 
family  are  limitless. 

Packard  Bell, 

Britain's  Best  selling 


Multimedia  PC  Brand. 

Packard  Bell  Multimedia  PCs*  have 
a  vast  range  of  pre-loaded  software, 
plus  up  to  18  CD-ROM  tides.  So  all  you  need  to  do  is  plug 
in,  switch  on  and  you’re  ready  to  roll! 

Educational  Software. 

With  animation  and  interactive 


n 


information,  Multimedia  encourages  children 
to  research  and  learn  more.  Many  Packard 
Bell  PCs*  include  Thinkin  Things,  Land  and. 


Come  in  now  for  a  demonstration  at 


PC' WORDS 

I'yTtn  r.upfMSTOHE  f 


Currys  I  Dixons 


Air,  Max  and  the  Machines,  Sammy’s  Science,  Bailey’s  ADDITIONAL  FEATURES.  • 

Bookhouse,  3D  Body,  Bugs!  An  Insect  Adventure  and  Many  of  the  new  range  also  include  a 

Learn  French  and  Spanish  with  Asterix.  number  of  communications  features:  Fax 

modem*.  Data  modem  (for  access  to  the  Internet)4;  phone 
REFERENCE  AND  Games  Software.  and  answer  machine  facilities.  Plus  home  entertainment 

Multimedia  offers  a  unique  combination  of  information  features:  radio  with  24  pre-sets,1  and  remote  control*, 

and  colourful  graphics  which  encourage  children  to 

_  _  S  The  Power  that's  Packard  Bell. 

explore  and  have  fun  with  everything  from  Microsoft  (  wW^ial 

w  ^  The  Packard  Bell  906D:  Intel  P75  MHz 

Encarta,  World  Adas,  Dangerous  Creatures  to  Spiderman 

"i  ^  Pentium  Processor,  8Mb  RAM,  850  Mb  Hard  Disk,  1 

Cartoon  Maker,  World  Cup  Soccer 

_  .  ..  ,  Mb  Local  Bus  Video,  Quad  speed  CD-ROM  Drive,  3D 

Encyclopaedia, Virtual  Pool,  Descent, 

_  _  _  . .  ,  .  _  .  Stereo  Sound  Card  and  speakers,  SVGA  colour  monitor. 

Go  lo  Bridge  and  Microsoft  Entertainment 

-  ,  Fax  modem,  28.8K  BPS  Data  Modem  for  the  phone. 

Pack  (9  games)*.  r 

answer  machine  and  access  to  the  Internet,  Remote  Control. 

;s  Software.  You've  seen  the  package.  Here's  the  deal. 

it  easy  to  take  your  work  home  This  Packard  Multimedia  PC  is  just  £1699  (incVAT). 

ell  PCs*  include  an  amazing  The  price  includes  over  £1000  worth  of  software5. 

-ork  and  communication  Come  in  now  for  a  demonstration  at  Currys  or  Dixons 

jrelDraw!  4,  Microsoft  Works,  (Ring  0181  200  0200,  for  your  nearest  store)  or  PC  World 

sr,  MS  Money,  Lotus  Organiser  (Ring  0900  464  464,  for  your  nearest  store). 

’lipArt  Library.  Packard  Bell  Multimedia:  It’s  the  key  to  the  future  today. 

Work  hard  Play  hard 

Packard  Bell 


Business  Software. 

Packard  Bell  PCs  make  it  easy  to  take  your  work  home 
with  you.  Many  Packard  Bell  PCs*  include  an  amazing 
bundle  of  work  and  communication 
software:  ConelDraw!  4,  Microsoft  Works, 
MS  Publisher,  MS  Money,  Lotus  Organiser 
and  Corel  ClipArt  Library. 


*  limited  software  range  available  on  STS  and  91&S  modeb-  Ask  in  .store  for  details,  t  Radio  card  only  available  as  standard  on  90S.  907, 909. 91(1 916^  917  and  918  models.  ♦  Remote  Control  and  Fa*  Madam  only  waitable  on  906l,  907. 909, 910. 916, 9)7  and  318  mottok  •  „ 

9m  915,9175ixJ91B  modeh.  SubsaS*  to  Oxnpui«vcftTtemG  for  *  small  mantWy  charge.  A*  m  Bor*  for  detalh.  All  the  PCs  are  pre-loaded  »wth  software.  The  software  bows  featured  stxxe  am  for  SiotratJon  purposes  ortw.  Mienjwft  'HkvAsta  '95,  tes  Morw  onl*  awi,at,te  *  906, 907. 909. 

and  MS  Dangerous  Owtures  an  tradwwdo  of  the  Mkrojoft  Corporation.  5  TY*  value  of  the  software  package  are  okubted  by  taHngiheprte  of  if*  software  titles  wfienwIdiepafiitH*  The  prfce  of  some  title*  haw  bean  estmawlcwtto 

prisr  of  the  software  titles  r%  f 1050  *ne  VAT.  Separate  manuals  are  not  bduded  wfth  the  PC  package.  The  price*  shown  above  Induce  YCT.  Prices  in  PCWorid  Cares  asriude  VW.  DSG  RetaS  limited-  Ragstered  tn  England  SOS877.  Registered  Office.  WayUcvdj  totnue.  *** tDtal  separate  setting 

(to-  02S661Z  Registered  Office.  Tangier  Lane,  Eton,  Mndsoc  Berio SW  688.  Some  computer  products  a*  only  mfeUa  in  larger  stores.  Check  your  loql  stare.  Paekaf“  ***  Re9iH®*d  in  England 
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Joty^schools  policy  a  vote-loser,  says  Blair 

Major  condemned 

for  ‘harking  back 
to  11-plus  system’ 

By  Jill  Sherman,  political  correspondent 


tony  BLAIR  rejected  a  re 
turn  to  rhe  11-plus  system 

-V^erday  as  j0j1n  Major 

called  For  greater  selection  in 
thousands  of  schools. 

The  Labour  leader  argued 
that  the  Government's  ap¬ 
proach.  effectively  a  return  to 
the  I  [-plus,  was  not  a  vote- 
wnner.  He  said  that  on  educa¬ 
tion  the  Prime  Minister  was 
moving  the  Tories  out  of  the 
centre  ground  and  wanted  to 
switch  the  clock  back. 

“It  would  be  a  mistake  for 
this  country  to  go  back  to  the 
11 -plus,  where  you  divided 
children  into  successes  and 
failures  and  eighty  per  cent  of 
them  ended  up  classified  as 
failures,"  Mr  Blair  said. 

Later  Mr  Major  heralded 
plans  to  extend  selection  from 
grant-maintained  schools  to 
church  schools,  local  authority 
comprehensive*  and  specialist 
schools.  "In  our  schools  and 
colleges  I  wanr  the  gates 
thrown  open  and  ladders  let 
down.  Good  education  should 
be  for  the  many,  not  just  the 
few."  he  said. 

“I  never  had  the  chance  to 
go  to  university,  and  neither 
did  many  of  my  generation. 
I’m  proud  that  today's  young 


people  aren’t  shut  out  of  these 
opportunities." 

In  a  speech  to  the  Social 
Market  Foundation.  Mr  Ma¬ 
jor  again  attacked  Harriet 
Harman's  decision  lo  send  her 
child  to  a  grammar  school  in 
defiance  of  party  policy. 

"Labour  wouldn’t  give  those 
parents,  who  face  the  appall¬ 
ing  prospect  of  sending  their 
children  to  failing  schools  run 
by  Labour  councils,  the  choice 
of  schools  in  other  areas  — 
unless,  of  course,  they  sit  in  the 
Shadow  Cabinet."  he  said. 

^They  wouldn't  give  bright 
children  from  disadvantaged 
backgrounds  the  chance  to  go 
to  private  schools  —  denying 
them  the  education  some  Lab¬ 
our  politicians  enjoyed." 

Mr  Major  said  that  he 
planned  more  announcements 
in  the  next  few  weeks  and 
claimed  that  education  was 
the  first  vital  step  on  the  road 
to  providing  choice  and  free¬ 
dom.  "I  want  children  to  get 
above  themselves.  I  want  our 
youngsters  to  follow  their  own 
skills  and  ambitions,  and  not 
be  confined  by  artificial  barri¬ 
ers  and  outdated  social 
conventions." 

Mr  Blair  also  highlighted 


the  differences  between 
the  two  parties  over  the 
Assisted  Places  Scheme.  At 
last  year's  Tory  party  confer¬ 
ence  Mr  Major  promised  to 
double  the  number  of  assisted 
places  at  independent  schools. 
Labour  is  pledged  to  phasing 
out  the  scheme  and  using  the 
money  saved  to  reduce  class 
sizes. 

“It’s  extraordinary  that  the 
Prime  Minister's  only  real 
new  idea  is  grearer  subsidy 
through  the  Assisted  Places 
Scheme  for  private  educa¬ 
tion."  Mr  Blair  said  on 
BBC  Radio  4’s  World  at  One. 
“The  Labour  party  is  prepared 
to  say  we  are  the  party  that 
will  modernise  the  compre¬ 
hensive  system  and  give 
people  real  diversity  and 
choice  within  it" 

Brian  Mawhinney.  the  Con¬ 
servative  Party  chairman,  said 
that  Mr  Blair  was  fundamen¬ 
tally  wrong.  The  Government 
had  raised  standards,  wid¬ 
ened  opportunity,  choice 
and  diversity  and  was  “now 
beginning  to  understand 
that  successful  policy  is 
part  of  an  election-winning 
strategy". 

Mr  Blair  was  asked  wheth¬ 
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Think-tank  urges 
tax  breaks  on 
old  age  insurance 

By  Nicholas  Wood,  chief  political  correspondent 


er  Ms  Harman,  the  Shadow 
Health  Secretary,  might  lose 
her  seat  on  the  Shadow  Cabi¬ 
net  and  the  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  as  a  result  of 
the  controversy  over  her 
grammar  school  decision,  and 
whether  she  should  simply 
resign  now. 

Mr  Blair  defended  Ms 
Hannan  but  offered  no  guar¬ 
antee  about  her  future.  “Let's 


see  what  happens."  he  said.  “I 
don't  believe  she  should  step 
down  from  either. 

“I  believe  that  people  who 
have  seen  Harriet  perform 
and  knock  lumps  off  Health 
Secretary  Stephen  Darrell  and 
government  ministers  on  the 
health  service  are  very,  very 
supportive  of  her." 

□  Yesterday  the  Parliamenta¬ 
ry  Labour  Party  decided  that 


an  internal  review  committee 
would  discuss  whether  the 
Shadow  Cabinet  election 
should  be  brought  forward 
from  October  to  July,  or  be 
dropped.  The  committee, 
which  Doug  Hoyle,  chairman 
of  the  PLP,  John  Prescott, 
deputy  party  leader,  and  Don¬ 
ald  Dewar,  the  Chief  Whip, 
will  meet  on'  Tuesday  and 
report  after  Easter. 


THE  over-50s  should  be  given 
tax  breaks  to  encourage  them 
to  insure  against  the  costs  of 
long-term  residential  or  nurs¬ 
ing  care,  a  leading  Tory  think- 
tank  proposes  today. 

Tax  allowances  of  E1S0  a 
year  for  men  and  £250  for 
women  are  proposed  as  minis¬ 
ters  prepare  to  announce  their 
own  ideas  for  dealing  with  one 
of  the  hottest  items  in  the 
Government's  in-tray. 

Ministers  are  under  pres¬ 
sure  from  middle-class  voters 
alarmed  to  discover  that  John 
Major's  objective  of  “wealth 
cascading  down  the  genera¬ 
tions"  is  jeopardised  by  the 
rising  costs  of  long-term  care. 

Growing  numbers  of  elder¬ 
ly  people  are  being  forced  to 
sell  their  homes  to  meet  fees 
for  residential  or  nursing  care 
because  the  present  means 
tests  for  state  help  are  so  strict. 
But  those  who  make  no  provi¬ 
sion  for  their  old  age  are 
looked  after  free  of  charge. 

One  estimate  suggests  that 
the  bill  could  reach  £30  billion 

—  four  rimes  the  present  level 

—  in  35  years,  placing  a  big 
new  burden  on  the  next  gener¬ 
ation  of  taxpayers. 

The  new  paper,  published 
by  Politeia  and  widely  circu¬ 
lated  in  Whitehall,  supports 
tax  breaks  as  the  best  way  to 
encourage  people  to  provide 
for  their  old  age  and  to  spare 
the  taxpayer.  The  author.  Phil¬ 
ip  Booth,  a  senior  lecturer  in 
actuarial  science  at  City  Univ¬ 


ersity,  says  that  the  best 
answer  is  to  give  a  special  tax 
allowance  to  people  m  the  50- 
65  age  bracket  taking  out 
insurance.  The  allowance 
would  be  pitched  to  cover  all 
or  pan  of  their  care,  rather 
than  accommodation,  costs. 

“The  finance  of  long-term 
care  for  the  elderly  is  a 
problem  which  needs  tack¬ 
ling."  he  writes.  “The  present 
sysrem  is  widely  perceived  to 
be  unfair,  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment  is  seen  as  confiscating 
the  hard-earned  savings  and 
valued  assets  of  the  thrifty  .  . . 

“Although  government 
would  continue  to  provide  free 
care  for  those  who  pass  the 
means  test  the  uncertainty  of 
most  people  as  to  whether  in 
20  or  30  years*  time,  they 
would  pass  or  fail  such  a  test 
would  ensure  a  high  take-up 
of  even  a  partial  allowance." 

A  government  Green  Paper 
to  be  published  around  Easter 
will  propose  another  formula, 
so-called  partnership  schemes 
under  which  people  insure 
themselves  for  a  pre-set  level 
of  fees  and,  if  the  money  runs 
out  turn  to  the  State  for  help. 

Mr  Booth  says  that  formula 
would  appear  to  redistribute 
funds  towards  people  who 
would  have  paid  their  own 
way.  It  could  also  prove  more 
expansive  than  his  scheme. 

□  The  long-term  view:  financ¬ 
ing  care  for  the  elderly 
(Politeia.  28  Charing  Crass  Rd, 
London  WC2H  ODH;  £5) 


Lower  tax 
central 
toToiy 
campaign 

By  Nicholas  Wood 


JOHN  MAJOR  promised  low¬ 
er  taxes,  tight  control  of  public 
spending,  and  a  recovery  in 
the  housing  market  yesterday 
as  he  rallied  his  party  for  the 
battle  to  come  with  Labour. 

.  The  Prime  Minister  out¬ 
lined  his  campaign  plans  after 
the  Cabinet  spent  .npariy  an 
hour  in  political  session  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  conference  next 
week  on  winning  a  fifth  term. 

The  theme  of  the  Central 
Council  meeting  in  Harro¬ 
gate.  to  be  attended  by  the 
party's  most  senior  activists, 
will  be  the  Government's 
plans  to  take  Britain  into  the 
next  century.  Speakers,  who 
will  indude  Michael  Hesel- 
tine,  Kenneth  Clarke,  and  the 
Mr  Major,  have  been  asked  to 
hint  at  new’  policies  to  come. 

In  a  speech  to  the  Serial 
Market  Foundation  at  West¬ 
minster.  Mr  Major  said  that 
while  the  Tories  were  the 
party  of  opportunity,  Labour 
was  the  party  of  opportunism. 
“1  want  people  to  get  on.  1 
want  them  to  believe  that  if 
they  have  the  talent  and  the 
application,  there's  nothing 
they  cant  achieve." 

Tliat  meant  giving  people 
the  freedom  and  encourage¬ 
ment  to  take  responsibility  for 
their  own  lives.  He  wanted  to 
give  pteople  more  chances  to 
choose  schools  for  their  child¬ 
ren.  to  move  off  benefits  into 
work,  to  own  shares  and 
property  and  to  keep  more  of 
the  money  they  earned. 

‘We're  now  back  on  our  tax- 
cutting  agenda  giving  pjeople 
the  opportunity  to  spend  or 
save  more  of  what  they  earn. 
We  want  to  cut  taxes  further 
and  that  means  controlling 
public  spending 

"Combine  rising  earnings, 
today’s  level  of  house  prices, 
low  inflation  and  low  mort¬ 
gages.  and  you  have  one  of  the 
most  favourable  times  ever  to 
buy  a  house.  It  provides  the 
right  conditions  for  a  sustain¬ 
able  recovery." 


MPs  have  much 
to  learn  from 
Nolan  and  Scott 

P 


arli  ament  is  not  work¬ 
ing  well  That  is  not 
only  the  view  of  the 
public  in  polls  and  of  many 
wiser  MPS  in  private,  but  also 
of  two  eminent  judges  —  Lord 
Nolan  and  Sir  Richard  Scott— 
who  have  spent  a  good  deal  of 
time  studying  the  workings  of 
the  political  system.  Neither 
exactly  endeared  himself  to 
many  MPs,  particularly  To¬ 
ries.-  But  their  reflections  on 
the  failings  of  Parliament,  in 
speeches  over  the  past  week, 
are  telling. 

Hie  real  issue  is  not  sleaze 
or  personal  scandal,  but  inef¬ 
fectiveness.  Lord  Nolan  is  a 
friendly,  even  supportive,  crit¬ 
ic,  who  believes  that  the  de¬ 
cline  in  public  confidence  in 
the  standards  of  conduct  of 
MPS  is  not  justified  by  the 
evidence  and  that  we  have 
sound  institutions  of  which  we 
should  be  pjroud. 

Much  has  been  made  of  the 
decision  of  many,  mainly 
Tory,  MPS  to  stand  down  at 
the  next  election  and  the  Nolan 
proposals  have  often  been 
blamed.  But  even  in  the  form 
adopted  by  the  Commons 
these  only  affect  a  narrow  area 
of  paid  outside  interests.  Lord 
Nolan's  impression  is  that  the 
disenchantment  of  MPs  re¬ 
flects  a  combination  of  the 
difficulties  faced  by  the  Com¬ 
mons  in  supervising  tiie  execu¬ 
tive.  the  delay  in  examining 
the  salaries  and  expenses  of 
Mft.  and  the  intrusion  into 
private  life  which  public  life 
now  entails.  All  are  valid.  The 
Government  made  a  mistake 
in  not  ensuring  that  MPs’  pay 
was  reviewed  at  the  same  time 
as  the  new  controls  on  outside 
earnings  were  introduced. 

But  die  basic  cause  of  MPs' 
disillusionment  is  their  loss  of 
influence,  let  alone  power, 
particularly  when  compared 
with  the  American  Congress. 
Referring  to  the  inquiry's  cur¬ 
rent  work.  Lord  Nolan  pointed 
to  "a  great  increase  in  the 
number  and  diversity  of  bod¬ 
ies  of  all  sizes  and  types  which 
are  delivering  public  services 
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and  whose  lines  of  account¬ 
ability^  run  upwards  through 
ministers —and  sometimes  as 
in  the  case  of  regulators  not 
through  ministers  —  to  Parlia¬ 
ment.  Yet  Parliament  is  inade¬ 
quately  resourced  for  bringing 
all  those  bodies  to  account 
Indeed  in  many  cases  I  doubt 
whether  it  is  possible  or  practi¬ 
cable  for  Parliament  to  bring 
local  quangos  to  account” 
Moreover,  despite  a  genuine 
commitment  to  greater  open¬ 
ness.  there  remains  a  “contin¬ 
uing  cult  of  secrecy"  which 
persists  in  parts  of  Whitehall, 
as  is  still  shown  in  parliamen¬ 
tary  answers.  Consequently, 
he  argues  that  MPs  “would 
obtain  much  greater  job  satis¬ 
faction  if  they  were  able  to  find 
ways  of  more  effectively  bring¬ 
ing  the  government  machine 
to  account”. 

This  general  charge  was 
reinforced  this  week  by  Sir 
Richard  Scott  He  argued  that 
the  continuation  of  export 
control  orders  introduced  as  a 
wartime  emergency  in  1939  — 
which  were  at  the  heart  of  his 
report  —  “is  a  story  not  only  of 
an  abuse  of  executive  power 
but  also  of  a  failure  by 
Parliament".  The  abuse  of 
executive  power  by  both  Con¬ 
servative  and  Labour  adminis¬ 
trations  and  the  failure  of 
Parliament  to  act  “gave  sub¬ 
stance  to  the  charge  that  the 
constitution  has  become  an 
elective  dictatorship”. 

he  root  problem  uncov¬ 
ered  by  both  Nolan  and 
Scott  is  the  inadequate 
performance  of  the  Commons 
and  the  frustrations  of  MPs. 
The  primary  function  of  the 
Commons  at  present  is  as  a 
recruitment  agency  for  the 
executive  and  its  shadow.  One 
result  is  to  undermine  the 
other  roles  of  the  Commons  in 
scrutinising  the  executive.  As 
William  Waldegrave  pointed 
our  in  a  speech  to  the  Social 
Market  Foundation  on  Tues¬ 
day.  “both  Houses  now  very 
often  mesh  with  pressure 
groups  to  force  up  [public] 
spending  and  thereby  to  in¬ 
crease  the  power  of  the  execu¬ 
tive.  The  old  Parliamentary 
tradition,  of  suspicion  of  the 
executive  and  its  desire  to 

spending,  is  in  danger  of 
withering". 

Sir  Ridiard  might  smile  at 
the  sours  of  this  advice.  But 
partiamenL  as  well  as  the 
Government  has  much  to 
Ieam  from  the  Nolan  and 
Scott  inquiries. 

Peter  Riddell 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  In  the  Commons:  back¬ 
bench  debates',  education  and  emptey- 
mont  question*  two  statemento  on  bool 
femes;  Resaw  Forces  BH,  second 
reading;  Ctty  of  Weetminatof  B8L  revival 
motion.  In  the  Lords:  effect  trf  government 
economic  strategy  on  British  people's 
weBMtog;  Restaurants  (Service  and 
Cover  Oranges)  EM.  comnWee. 

TODAY  tn  the  Commons;  questions  to 
Northern  tretsnd  mMstBra  and  the  Prime 
Minister  debate  on  the  European  Inter¬ 
governmental  conference;  backbench 
debate  on  ktoety  beneficiaries  bi  west 
Suffolk.  In  the  Lords:  Northern  Ireland 
(Ermgenc y  ProvWons)  BO,  second 
reading,-  Deer  (Amendment)  (Scotland) 
B®.  report. 


Readymix 
Drypack 
Building  Sand 

Large  size. 

40kg  Nominal. 


Path  Edging  Round  Top 
White,  buff  or  ted. 

600mm  x  150mm  x  50mm 


each 


Perth  Edging  Contour 
White,  buff  or  red. 

600mm  x  150mm  x  50mm 


each 


Bradstone 
Cotswall 
Full  Waning 
Block 

530mm  x  100mm 
x  150mm. 


Blue  Circle 
Ordinary 
Portland  Cement 
48kg  nominal. 

£4-* 


Camden 
Builders  Wheelbarrow 

With  pneumatic  tyre. 


neral 
Purpose  Trowel 

280mm  (11  Ins) 

.99 


Empire  Level 
Polycast  Construction 
915mm  (36Jns),  White. 


fat  ceutefoeb  token. ifou,  Ss&oC/ 


OPENING  HOURS 

Monday-Saturday  Most  stores  8am-8pm. 

Sunday  England  &  Wales  10am-4pm  (where  permitted)* 

Scotland  &  Northern  Ireland  9am-6pm. 

Certbln  store  hours  can  vary,  please  'phone 
your  nearest  store  to  confirm. 

BRITAIN'S  BIGGEST  D.I.Y  CHAIN  - 
FOR  YOUR  NEAREST  STORE  PHONE  0181  466  4166 

Sizes  shown  ore  approximate.  Offer*  subject  to  availability.  -  vr 

■  phone  to  check  before  traveling.  Otters  may  vary  at  B8Q  warehouses, 

EIDepots  or  The  Depot.  See  In-stow  tor  details  o(  our  price  promise. 
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FUN  AND  FREE 

Free  tickets  for 
children  at  Alton 
Towers, 
Chessington 
World  of 
Adventures  and 
six  other 
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Weekend 
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The  Magazine, 
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Money,  Car  96, 

101 5  for  young 
Times  readers  and 
Vision,  the  7-day 
TV  and  radio  guide 


Law  reformers  demand  tough* 

rented  property 


JULIAN! 


By  Frances  Gibb 
legal  correspondent 

LANDLORDS  should  be 
forced  by  law  to  keep  rented 
properties  fit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation.  according  to  the  Law 
Commission.  It  says  that  more 
than  a  fifth  of  private  rented 
accommodation  in  England, 
and  more  than  a  quarter  in 
Wales,  is  not  fitto  live  in. 

In  a  report  on  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  landlord  and 
tenant  the  commission,  the 
Governments  law  reform 
body,  points  out  that  at 
present  the  law  is  powerless  to 
force  landlords  ft)  keep  their 
properties  in  a  habitable  state. 
Many  people  rented  proper¬ 
ties  on  die  understanding  that 
the  landlord  would  cany  out 
repairs,  but  the  obligation  was 
limited  to  making  good  physi¬ 
cal  deterioration. 

"This  means  that  a  property 
<an  be  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  even  though  it  is  not  in 
disrepair  —  a  common  case  is 
where  the  unfitness  is  caused 
by  condensation."  the  Com¬ 
mission  says. 

If  a  house  in  London  is  unfit 
for  human,  habitation,  the 
tenant  can  sue  the  landlord 
only  if  the  annual  rent  is  less 


than  £80;  outside  London  the 
figure  is  £52.  These  rent  limits 
have  remained  almost  un¬ 
changed  since  1957. 

If  die  lease  of  business 
premises  does  not  provide  for 
their  repair,  the  law  presumes 
that  no  one  was  intended  to  be 
responsible,  which  can  make 
it  impossible  for  either  land¬ 
lord  or  tenant  to  force  the 
other  to  halt  the  deterioration 
of  the  property. 

The  commission  says  that, 
even  where  there  are  reme¬ 
dies,  they  are  limited.  If  one 
party  is  under  an  obligation  to 
repair  the  premises,  the  other 


may  not  always  be  able  to 
compel  him  or  her  to  do  so  and 
may  have  to  be  content  with  a 
claim  for  damages.  Similarly, 
courts  have  a  statutory  power 
to  compel  specific  repair  cove¬ 
nants  to  be  complied  with  but 
that  power  is  limited  to  a 
landlord’s  covenants  to  repair 
dwellings.  Tenants  are  under 
a  duty  to  behave  in  a  tenant- 
tike  manner  and  not  to  com¬ 
mit  waste,  but  it  is  often 
unclear  what  that  means. 

The  report  recommends  re¬ 
forms  to  tackle  die  problems 
and  simplify  the  law.  It  pro¬ 
poses  a  new  code  of  obliga¬ 


tions  that  would  require  land¬ 
lords  to  repair  and  maintain 
leasehold  property.  Subject  to 
limited  exceptions,  it  would  be 
a  condition  of  every  residential 
lease  granted  for  less  than 
seven  years  that  the  landlord 
should  keep  die  premises  fit 
for  human  habitation.  In  other 
cases,  the  parties  would  agree 
their  own  terms. 

Unless  the  parties  agreed 
otherwise  or  there  was  a 
specific  statute  to  the  contrary, 
the  landlord  would  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  keeping  the  let 
premises  in  repair  and  it 
would  no  longer  be  possible 


THE  Law  Commission  highlights  the  my  of 
an  unemployed  man  whose  faroishiags  were 
rained  by  condensation  caused  by  a  design 
defect  In  his  council  house  at  Pontypridd. 
Mid  Glamorgan.  The  conncfi  could  not  be 
ordered  to  remedy  the  defect  and  was  not 
liable  for  the  tenant’s  fosses  although  it  was 
under  an  implied  statutoiy  obligation  to 
repair  the  structure  and  exterior  of  the  house. 
The  design  defect  did  not  constitute  a 
“disrepair”  in  law.  for  which  the  landlord 
would  have  been  responsible. 

An  infestation  of  cockroaches  damaged 
carpets  and  furniture  at  a  flat  in  Nunhead. 
southeast  London,  and  forced  the  tenant  to 


throw  away  a  great  deal  of  food.  The 
infestation  was  eradicated  after  five  years 
when  the  local  authority  required  the  land¬ 
lord  to  take  action.  In  proceedings  brought  by 
the  tenant,  however,  a  court  held  that  she  had 
no  remedy  against  her  landlord  for  her 
inconvenience  and  loss.  If  there  had  been 
grounds  for  her  claim,  the  damages  might 
have  been  some  £10.000,  the  commission  says. 

If  either  case  had  arisen  40  years  ago,  the 
tenant  would  have  had  at  least  a  Haim  in 
damages  for  his  loss,  the  commission  says. 
But  because  the  remedy  is  tied  to  a  rent 
maximum  that  has  not  changed  since  the 
1950s,  it  is  virtually  useless. 


for  both  landlord  and  tenant 
to  escape  responsibility. 

The  courts  would  be  able  to 
require  compliance  with  any 
repairing  covenant,  whether 
by  landlord  or  tenant,  if  it 
thought  that  was  the  appropri¬ 
ate  remedy. 

Unless  the  parries  agreed 
otherwise,  all  tenants  and 
licensees  would  be  under  an 
obligation  to  take  proper  care 
of  the  premises.  The  “archaic" 
law  of  waste  and  the  uncertain 
duty  to  be  "tenant-like"  should 
be  abolished. 

Charles  Harpum,  Law 
Commissioner,  said  that  the 
proposals  would  simplify  and 
modernise  the  law  and  help  to 
improve  rented  property. 

“The  right  to  residential 
housing  that  is  fit  for  human 
habitation  meets  an  obvious 
soda!  need  that  is  as  presing 
new  as  it  has  always  been."  he 
said.  The  right  had  been  given 
by  Parliament  more  titan  a 
century  ago  and  it  benefited  a 
majority  of  residential  tenants 
until  the  rent  limits  made  it 
meaningless  in  the  1960s. 

□  Landlord  and  Tenant Re¬ 
sponsibility  for  State  and 
Condition  of  Property  (Law 
Com  No  238).  Stationery  Of¬ 
fice;  £20.40 


Only  Currys  bring  you  all  this 


Bruce  Grobbelaar  arriving  at  court  yesterday 

Footballers  hear 
charges  that  they 
fixed  matches 


By  Michael  Horsnell 


ONE  2  ONE 

MERCURY 

THE  DIGITAL  MOBILE 
PHONE  SERVICE 

In  today's  fast  world  of  business  and 
leisure,  it  makes  sense  to  have  Mercury's 
one2one  at  your  fingertips.  Whether  you're 
using  a  mobile  phone  as  part  of  your  business 
or  whether  you  use  it  to  keep  in  touch  with 
your  family  and  friends.  Mercury  one2one  is 
the  answer. 

Advanced  digital  technology  means  superb 
service,  dearer  calls  and  no  eavesdropping, 
and  allows  state-of-the-art  services  such  as 
VoiceMail  -  an  integral  answering  service. 


ALLEGATIONS  of  match-fix¬ 
ing  involving  corrupt  pay¬ 
ments  of  more  than  £60,000 
were  outlined  by  the  Crown 
against  three  Premiership 
footballers  yesterday. 

Bruce  Grobbelaar,  the 
Southampton  goalkeeper: 
Hans  Segers,  the  Wimbledon 
keeper;  and  John  Fashanu,  the 
former  England  and  Aston 
Villa  striker,  appeared  in 
court  charged  with  conspiring 
with  Heng  Suan  Um,  a  Ma¬ 
laysian  businessman,  im¬ 
properly  to  influence  the 
outcome  of  games. 

The  hearing  at  Eastleigh 
Magistrates*  Court  will  decide 
whether  they  should  be  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Crown  Court  for 
trial.  The  four  men  arrived 
separately  and  spoke  only  to 
confirm  their  identities  and  to 
say  that  they  understood  the 
charges.  Reporting  restric¬ 
tions  were  not  lifted. 

All  four  men  are  charged 
with  conspiring  together  be¬ 
tween  February  l,  1991,-and 
March  15,  1995  —  together  • 
with  others  known  and  un¬ 
known  —  “corruptly  to  give 
and  corruptly  to  accept  gifts  of 
money  as  inducements  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  outcome  of  football 
matches  or  as  rewards  for 


having  done  so".  Grobbelaar, 
38,  the  former  Liverpool  goal¬ 
keeper,  is  also  accused  of 
corrupdy  accepting  E40.000 
from  Fashanu  on  November 
25, 1993.  while  still  playing  for 
Liverpool,  for  having  influ¬ 
enced  the  outcome  of  a  match 
between  Newcastle  United 
and  Liverpool  four  days 
earlier. 

The  Zimbabwean  interna¬ 
tional  goalkeeper  is  also 
charged  with  corruptly  accent¬ 
ing  £2,000  from  Christopher 
Vincent  his  former  business 
partner,  as  an  inducement  or 
reward  for  improperly  influ¬ 
encing  the  outcome  of  a  foot¬ 
ball  match  or  matches  on 
November  3. 1994. 

Fashanu.  32,  the  host  of  the 
ITV  programme  Gladiators, 
is  accused  of  corruptly  giving 
Grobbelaar  £40,000.  He  is 
similarly  accused  of  giving 
Segers  £19,000  as  a  reward  ka£ 
having  improperly  influenced^' 
the  result  of  the  Wimbledon-v 
Liverpool  match  on  October 
22, 1994.  Segers,  34,  is  accused 
of  corruptly  accepting  £19,000 
from  Fashanu. 

All  four  men  were  granted 
conditional  bail.  The  hearing, 
which  is  expected  to  last  at 
least  four  days,  continues. 
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Choose  the  tariff  that  meets  your  needs.  Gold  Service 
offers  low  cost  peak  calls.  Star  is  ideal  if  you  will 
be  using  it  for  business  and  leisure  and  Bronze  is 
ideal  for  off-peak  users. 


You  only  pay  for  what  you  use. 


“**  01  mi  ^Ury  w^one  MoWte  pho^e  are ' 
just  6p  (Inc.  VAD  per  minute  off  peak! 


Heng,  Segers  and  Fashanu:  are  jointly  accused 


Mistakes  in  Cambridge 
jobless  students 

benefit  take  dim 

near  £100m  view  of  cuts 


A  state-of-the-art  integral  answering  service  which 
records  messages  when  you  cant  answer  calls, 
ton  Silver  and  Gold  Services. 


CHEQUEBACK' 


mercury 

MOTOROLA 

Mobile  Phone 

■  Up  to  60  minutes  talk  time. 

■  12  hours  standby  time. 

■  99  alphanumeric  memories. 
Model  HARE. 

Price  excluding  Chequebook  £129.99. 


mercury 

Ericsson 

Mobile  Phone 
1 99  name/number  memory. 
I  Up  to  2  hours  talk  time/ 

17  hours  standby  time, 
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By  Dominic  Kennedy 

MISTAKES  in  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefit  now  cost  the 
taxpayer  more  than  fraudu¬ 
lent  claims,  the  National  Audit 
Office  reports  today.  Errors 
totalled  £97  million  in  1994-95. 
more  than  double  the  previous 
year,  compared  with  an  esti¬ 
mated  £86  million  in  dishon¬ 
est  claims. 

The  Audit  Office  found  that 
3.8  per  cent  of  the  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefit  awards  it  exam¬ 
ined  m  1994-95  were  wrong.  fr 
estimated  that  E7 2  million  was 
overpaid  while  £25  million 
w*w  underpaid  That  account- 
ed  for  7.5  per  cent  of  the  £1.3 
biffion  budget,  almost  double 
the  previous  year’s  figure  of 
l^^^dhighenhenin 
afl  but  two  of  the  past  seven 

fT^wJoh".  *•*  Comp- 

troUer  and  Auditor  General 

®8“re  for  errors 

could  be  up  t0  £121  million 

because  the  figures  were  only 
estimates  based  on  saSp|«n,y 
Three  quarters  of  the  mis- 

F^SraWere  **  fau!t  of  the 
Employment  Service  and  a 

quarter  were  due  to  incorrect 
information  provided  by  the 
unemployed.  y  me 

i  Ji!  ^  “ose  of  the 
increase  in  errors  last  year 

^hethJ^T  **  Staff  10 

whetho-  claimants  had  ex- 

unSS?  theif  ^dement  to 
oneraplpymmt  benefit  Other 

ZJ2u  S?1 uded  Payments  to 

fK!t^0vWere  unavaflable 
for  work  or  had  foiled  to  make 
National 
contributions. 


By  Adrian  Lee 

A  PROPOSAL  to  switch  off 
one  in  eight  street  lights  to 
save  money  in  Cambridge 
has  angered  students  who 
fear  they  will  be  more  vulner¬ 
able  to  late-night  attacks.  The 
measure  comes  at  time  when 
police  are  fighting  to  control  a 
surge  mi  street  crime. 

Cambridgeshire  County 
Council,  which  wifi  discuss 
the  measure  today,  said  the 

ONTflvi  WOU,d  amount  to 

£160,000  a  year  as  part  of 

budget  cuts  of  £1.8  million. 
JP*  student  leaders  des¬ 
cribed  the  move  as  disastrous 
and  s^d  It  W0uid  put  under- 
graduates  in  danger.  “Many 
students  live  in  outlying  areas 
which  are  already  poorly  lit" 

Forbes’  President  of 
the  students’  union.  “Students 
targets  and  this  is 
Pretty  disastrous." 

Traditional  " 


lu_.  “town  vereu 
resentment  results  u 

TwS on  student5 

Lldfn8thliSln8  baSCbaii  *** 

32  ^  months 

to  Cambridge^ 

ESSZ  raoney  — 

«Jdgh  William^  the 
°fTriTty 

tj,  are  on  the  mcrease. 

There  are  ?  lot  of  daA  allew 

routeSi8t!md  “me  of  the 
•y  students  will 
now  be  virtually  pitch  black.” 
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AUDIT  COMMISSION  11 


League  tables  show  councils  are 


complacent  about  performance 


Reports  by  L\n  Murray 
COMMUNITY  CORRESPONDENT 


LOCAL 


authorities  arc  re- 
^“"“bly  complacent  about 
the  efficient  delivery  of  basic 
services,  according  to  the  sec¬ 
ond  annual  local  authority 
performance  tables  published 
today  by  the  Audit  Commis¬ 
sion.  the  public  spending 
watchdog. 

While  those  councils  which 
performed  worst  last  year 
have  improved,  the  over¬ 
whelming  majority  have 
made  little  progress.  “A  bie 
message  to  emerge  is  thar 
councils  really  need  to  be  more 
ambitious  and  start  trying  to 
do  better Andrew  Foster,  the 
Controller  of  the  commission, 
said.  “It  is  not  enough  to  be 
just  average.  Everyone  can 
and  should  improve. ” 

The  figures,  covering  every¬ 
thing  from  recycling  rubbish 
to  rent  collection  and  care  of 
the  elderly,  show  that  neither 
political  control  nor  prosperity 
guarantees  good  performance. 

Most  councils  provide  a 
majority  of  services  to  a  high 


Tewkesbury 

Gloucestershire 

A  TALE  OF  TWO  COUNCILS 

Performance  indicator 

Berwick  u  Tweed 
Northumberland 

68 

Percentage  at  threa  and  tour-yur-cUa  wtti  a  local  artoriy  atari  plica 

30 

15.1 

Percentage  of  people  egad  ovor  75  helped  to  Rvq  a  home 

6J 

66 

Percentage  c«  adults  going  irepraaklanllal  ega  wtfx>  were  ofleradafogtergew^ 

99 

48 

Percentage  of  children  in  local  authority  care  placed  with  tester  parents 

73 

m2 

Number  ct  nights  ol  respite  care  pravldod^ « funded  by  foe  authority  per  IjOW  adults 

43j8 

£21.72 

Nat  exist  of  Detecting  comdl  tax  per  chargeable  dwettng 

£16.14 

53 

Parcentage  of  food  promises  due  to  be  Inspected  which  ware  Inspected 

-  10O 

U 

Fafceraegeol  household  waste  recycled 

11.8 

average  level,  but  there  are 
still  wide  variations  between 
the  best  and  worst  perfor¬ 
mances  for  similar  services 
provided  by  comparable  au¬ 
thorities.  No  clear  pattern 
emerges.  Poor  councils  in 
deprived  inner  cities  some¬ 
times  perform  better  in  some 
departments  than  wealthy  au¬ 
thorities  in  prosperous  shires. 

However,  the  figures  show 
clearly  that  identical  services 
in  comparable  councils  can  be 
delivered  to  very  different 
standards.  "The  accident  of 
which  council  area  you  hap¬ 
pen  to  live  in  can  have  very 
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Collection  rate  is 
best  in  the  shires 
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COUNCIL  tax  is  proving 
much  easier  to  collect  than  the 
poll  tax,  especially  in  the 
shires.  Half  of  all  district 
councils  collect  more  than  97 
-ner  cent  of  the  money  due  10 
tfiem  and  the  average  for  this 
type  of  authority  is  96  per  cenL 

In  London,  however,  the- 
average  is  88  per  cent.  It  is 
dragged  down  by  Lambeth, 
where  a  culture  of  non-pay¬ 
ment  grew  during  the  days  of 
the  poll  tax,  when  left-wing 
councillors  urged  residents 
not  to  pay.  In  the  last  set  of 
indicators  Lambeth  collected 
bl  per  cent,  and  that  has  new 
fallen  to  553  per  cent.  Hack¬ 
ney  has  seen  its  collection  rate 
drop  even  faster  from  79  per 
cent  to  69.1  per  cent  over  the 
year. 

Compared  with  these  fig¬ 
ures.  the  metropolitan  coun¬ 
cils  have  a  far  better  record, 
with  an  average  take  of  93  per 
cent,  which  the  commission 
believes  should  be  the  target 
for  all  councils.  The  least 
successful  is  Liverpool,  which 


has  the  highest  council  tax 
level  in  England  but  collects 
only  8]  per  cent 
The  cost  of  collection  varies 
widely- in  the  City  of  London 
—  a  special  case  because  of  the 
small  number  of  residents  —  it 
costs  £129  per  dwelling,  com¬ 
pared  with  £44  in  Labour-run 
Hackney,  E21.98  in  Tory  West¬ 
minster  and  £11.39  in  Liberal 
Democrat  Sutton. 

Outside  London  the  collec¬ 
tion  costs  are  lowest  in  pros¬ 
perous  areas.  In  Surrey 
Heath,  with  a  96  per  cent 
collection  rate,  the  cost  is  £8.73 
per  dwelling.  In  St  Albans, 
where  the  council  collects 
102.4  per  cent  including  un¬ 
paid  tax  from  earlier  years,  the 
cost  is  E17. 

The  commission  suggests  it 
is  not  necessarily  cash  efficient 
to  spend  a  lot  to  ensure  100  per 
cent  collection:  there  may  be  a 
case  for  cutting  the  costs  and 
accepting  a  lower  success  rate. 


TENANTS  OWING  MORE  THAN  13  WEEKS  RENT 
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Low  spenders  can 
be  most  efficient 


A  QUARTER  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  fives  in  council-owned 
property,  but  authorities  vary 
widely  in  their  ability  to 
manage  their  stock. 

The  speed  with  which  a 
council  can  relet  a  property  is 
crucial  in  the  battle  agatnst 
homelessness.  The  ability  to 
ensure  that  rent  is  paid 
either  directly  or  through 
housing  benefit  -  is  vital  in 
balancing  the  books. 

Years  of  neglect  mean  that 
inner-city  authoring  have  * 
difficult  job  in  matching  tne 
performance  of  more  prosper¬ 
ous  areas,  but  there  aresnil 
glaring  differences  m  perfor¬ 
mance5  between  authorities 
with  similar  problems. 

The  contrasts  are  greatest  m 
inner  London,  where  South- 

property'  in  just  three  weeks, 
compared  with  26  weeks  i 

H  Howler,  Hackney  lias 
lopped  nearly  11  weeks  off  its 
average  rime  over  the  year- a 
feat  also  achieved  in  Nonh- 


ampton.  where  the  wait  is 
down  to  five  weeks.  The 
commission  says  that  it  is  not 
necessary  to  spend  more 
money  to  improve  manage¬ 
ment  since  some  of  the  better 
performers  have  low  manage¬ 
ment  costs. 

However. 


,  _ _  councils  with 

long  relet  times  sometimes 
have  high  management  cose 
as  well.  Authorities  which 
spend  little  on  administration 
and  have  a  poor  performance 
are  advised  to  increase  man¬ 
agement  costs  if  this  can  create 
a  higher  income  through  let¬ 
ting  more  properties  and  col¬ 
lecting  more  rents.  . 

Rent  collection  generally  is 
good,  except  in  London,  which 
contains  nine  of  the  worst  11 
councils.  Collection  in  tne 
capital  is  more  difficult 
because  of  the  high  turnover  of 
properties  and  the  difficulty  or 
keeping  a  check  on  tenants 
who  move  frequently. 


serious  implications.”  accord¬ 
ing  to  Paul  Veevtrrs.  who  led 
the  commission  team  compil¬ 
ing  the  figures. 

No  Conservative  flagship. 
Labour  stronghold  or  Liberal 
Democrat  bridgehead  can 
claim  to  be  perfect-  Depart¬ 
ments  in  some  hung  councils 
could  give  object  lessons  in 
good  practice  to  authorities 
with  solid  political  leadership. 

Parties  will  therefore  have 
to  be  highly  selective  if  they 
use  the  figures  in  the  looming 
local  election  campaign, 
because  good  indicators  in  one 
department  are  often  can¬ 


celled  out  by  bad  indicators  in 
another.  Roger  Freeman,  the 
Public  Services  Minister,  said 
the  indicators  showed  that 
council  could  no  longer  get 
away  with  waste  and  ineffi¬ 
ciency.  “Many  councils  used 
not  to  coiled  this  information 
even  for  their  own  use.  let 
alone  publish  it  and  be  judged 
by  their  residents."  he  said. 
"This  is  open  government  at 
the  service  of  the  consumer.” 

Labour  said  thar  it  intended 
to  use  the  indicators  to  identity 
councils  in  need  of  help.  The 
party  has  already  said  that  it 
will  said  hit-teams  of  council 


management  experts  to  au¬ 
thorities  in  difficulty. 

Because  the  figures  are  a 
year  old,  covering  the  12 
months  that  ended  last  April, 
authorities  with  bad  marks 
are  already  claiming  that  they 
have  made  big  improvements. 
They  include  Lambeth,  the 
London  borough  with  one  of 
the  worst  records,  which  has 
been  under  new  management 
for  the  past  year. 

The  average  rerums  for  the 
five  least-efficient  London  bor¬ 
oughs,  metropolitan  councils, 
district  and  county  authorities 
all  show  marked  improve¬ 
ments.  The  wrorst  group  is  110 
per  cent  better  at  processing 
council  tax  benefit  daims 
within  14  days  and  63  per  cent 
better  at  paying  student  grants 
on  time.  They  have  cut  the 
average  time  to  relet  a  council 
home  from  14  weeks  to  ten 
weeks  and  cut  The  average  stay 
of  a  homeless  family  in  bed- 
and-breakfast  accommoda¬ 
tion  from  46  weeks  to  26. 

The  worst  performers,  how¬ 
ever.  are  still  languishing  at 
the  foot  of  most  tables.  With 


Tax  bills  will  rise  by  6%  as  town 
halls  cut  costs  to  appease  voters 


AVERAGE  council  tax  in  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales  will  rise  by  6 2 
per  cent  next  month,  much 
less  than  the  Government  had 
predicted,  after  authorities  de¬ 
cided  to  hold  down  costs 
rather  than  upset  voters  with 
steep  increases. 

The  figure  is  2  per  cent 
lower  than  the  Government 
estimated  last  year  when  it 
announced  the  level  of  support 
for  local  authorities.  It  has 
been  held  so  low  only  by 
pruning  £500  million  of  ser¬ 
vices,  making  more  than  6,000 
council  workers  redundant 
while  dipping  deep  into  re¬ 
maining  reserves. 

The  increase  was  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday  in  a  writ¬ 
ten  answer  by  David  Curry, 
the  Loral  Government  Minis¬ 
ter.  He  said  the  increase 
would  raise  the  bill  for  a 
middle-range  Band  D  proper¬ 
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ty  to  £647.  The  rise  would  be 
highest,  at  10.4  per  cent,  in 
inner  London,  and  lowest,  at 
5.1  per  cent  in  outer  London. 

However,  very  few  councils 
are  levying  the  average  figure 
and  many,  especially  Labour 
ones  in  inner-city  areas,  have 
been  forced  to  raise  their  levels 
well  above  the  average.  The 
few  remaining  Tory  councils 
have  generally  fared  better. 

A  survey  of  English  authori¬ 
ties  by  the  Local  Government 
Chronicle  shows  that  the  19 


remaining  Tory  councils  have 
been  able  to  reduce  council  tax 
by  0.03  per  cent.  Labour,  with 
165  councils,  is  asking  for  an 
extra  636  per  cent,  while  the 
109  hung  authorities  need  an 
extra  7.76  per  cent  on  average. 
The  Liberal  Democrats  need 
only  1.48  per  cent  extra. 

Resi dents  in  metropolitan 
authorities  will  pay  an  extra 
63  per  cent  and  district  house¬ 
holders  will  have  to  find  an 
extra  5.9  per  cent. 

Frank  Dobson,  the  Shadow 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  NURSERY  PLACES 
FOR  THREE  AND  FOUR- YEAR-OLDS 
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A  WORRYING  lack  of  consis¬ 
tency  in  the  way  councils  carry 
out  their  duty  to  inspect  places 
such  as  restaurants,  school 
canteens  and  hospitals  is  ex¬ 
posed  by  the  figures. 

Councils  must  inspect 
places  where  food  is  prepared 
on  a  regular  basis  to  ensure 
that  hygiene  standards  are 
maintained,  pests  are  con¬ 
trolled  and  rodents  are 
eliminated. 

Only  a  quarter  of  councils 
made  ail  the  inspections  they 
were  meant  to.  The  worst 
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performers  made  only  a 
quarter  of  those  necessary. 
“This  must  be  a  cause  of  great 
concern  to  people,"  the  report 
says. 

The  differences  bear  no 
relationship  to  the  number  of 
places  a  council  has  to  inspecL 
Some  authorities  with  many 
premises  to  visit  manage  the 
job  while  spending  less  than 
others  with  only  a  few. 

The  commission  says  that 
some  councils  should  recon¬ 
sider  priorities.  Those  who 
are  not  carrying  out  an  ade¬ 
quate  number  of  visits  are 
urged  to  “reflect  on  the  poten¬ 
tial  risk  to  toe  public". 

In  London,  the  inspection 
rate  was  76  per  cent  of  what  it 
should  be.  with  Westminster, 
which  controls  the  largest 
concentration  of  restaurants, 
scoring  100  per  cent.  Islington 
managed  only  40  per  cenL 

Outside  the  capital  metro¬ 
politan  councils  averaged  79 
per  cent,  although  neither 
Liverpool  nor  Newcastle  had  a 
clear  idea  of  how  many  they 
inspected.  The  tourist  centres 
of  Bath  and  Blackpool  man¬ 
aged  only  40  per  cent. 


Average 

London  boroughs 


District  councils  I 


Environment  Secretary,  said 
that  the  Conservatives  had 
pushed  up  council  tax  in  the 
hope  that  Labour  would  get 
the  blame  because  it  con¬ 
trolled  so  many  authorities. 
"Over  the  next  three  years  the 
Government  hopes  to  force 
council  taxpayers  to  cough  up 
an  extra  £33  billion,  equal  to 
an  extra  2p  on  income  tax.” 

David  Rendel.  the  Liberal 
Democrat  spokesman  on  local 
government,  criticised  the 
Government  for  using  Band  D 
as  the  average.  “This  does  not 
take  into  account  the  larger 
share  of  properties  in  higher 
council  tax  bands  in  the  few 
remaining  councils  under 
their  [the  Conservatives’]  con¬ 
trol."  he  said.  "The  Govern¬ 
ment's  budget  has  put  local 
authorities  under  tremendous 
pressure  to  raise  more  money 
locally.* 


Only4%  of 
household 
rubbish 
is  reused 


RUBBISH  collection  is  the 
service  that  councils  tend  to  do 
best  When  the  commission 
produced  its  first  set  of  figures 
it  found  performance  across 
the  country  was  so  good  that  it 
was  not  worth  providing  com¬ 
parison  charts. 

The  same  is  not  true  of 
waste  disposal,  however.  The 
Government  promised  at  the 
Rio  Earth  Summit  in  1992  that 
Britain  would  be  recycling  25 
pier  cent  of  its  waste  by  the 
turn  of  the  century.  But  the 
national  average  is  only  4  per 


Geographical  lottery 
in  nursery  places  ^ 


THE  lottery  of  stale-funded 
nursery  education  is  disclosed 
in  the  tables.  The  proportion 
of  places  for  three  and  four- 
year-olds  ranges  from  99  per 
cent  in  Sunderland  to  21  per 
cent  in  Essex. 

Some  councils  spending 
two  and  a  half  times  as  much 
as  others.  Cleveland  has  one 
of  the  best  records,  providing 
93  per  cent  of  the  age  group 
with  a  place  for  £LU3  each. 
Wiltshire,  which  provides 
places  for  only  23  per  cent, 
spends  £15  on  each  child.  On 
average,  only  half  the  under- 
fives  in  die  shires  have  a 
council  place  provided. 

In  London  the  pacesetter  is 
Tower  Hamlets,  providing 
places  for  87  per  cenL  but  each 


costs  £2,600.  Bromley,  which 
provides  places  for  33  per 
cent,  spends  £1,660  on  each. 
The  average  London  borough 
provides  places  for  57  per 
cent  but  the  proportion  is 
higher  in  inner  London. 

Even  Coventry,  the  lowest 
provider  among  die  metropol¬ 
itan  councils,  finds  places  for 
60  per  cent  of  under-fives. 
Tranord,  which  was  under 
Conservative  control  over  the 
year,  had  places  for  88  per 
cent  at  a  cost  of  £1390  each. 
Liverpool,  with  over  double 
the  population  in  the  age 
group,  had  places  for  86  per 
cent  costing  £1320. 


cent  London  boroughs  lead 
the  way  at  up  to  9  per  cent, 
shire  districts  recycle  6  per 
cent  of  their  waste  and  metro¬ 
politan  councils  only  3  per 
cent 

The  greenest  authorities 
tend  to  be  Liberal  Democrat- 
controlled:  Adur  in  West  Sus¬ 
sex  has  the  highest  rate  at  20.4 
per  cent.  At  the  other  end  of 
the  scale  are  councils  such  as 
Alnwick  in  Northumberland, 
Medina  on  the  Isle  of  Wight 
and  Slough,  Berkshire,  where 
little  or  no  recycling  is  done. 

Councils  in  the  South  and 
West  recycle  significantly 
more  than  those  in  the  North, 
where  only  12  councils  process 
more  than  5  per  cent  of  waste. 
Epsom  and  Ewell  in  Surrey, 
the  only  council  controlled  by 
ratepayers’  groups,  improved 
its  performance  by  7  per  cent 
over  the  year,  trebling  the 
amount  it  recycles. 

The  commission  says  that 
recycling  can  be  cost-effective. 
Many  councils  that  created 
high  levels  incurred  no  greater 
costs  per  household  than  simi¬ 
lar  councils  which  recycled 
less  waste,  it  says. 


London  has  highest  costs  per  pupil 


By  David ChaRTTR 
education  correspondent 
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SECONDARY  school  education  costs 
nearly  2h  times  as  much  in  the  most 
expensive  local  authority  as  it  does  in  the 
least  Lambeth,  in  south  London,  spent 
£4.113  on  every  secondary  school  pupil  in 
1994-95.  compared  with  E1.655  in  Enfield. 

London  boroughs  on  average  spent 
£2,595  on  secondary  pupils,  compared  to 
£2,183  spent  by  metropolitan  councils 
elsewhere  in  England  and  Wales,  and 
£2,168  by  county  councils. 

The  second  highest-spending  London 
borough  was  Kensington  and  Chelsea 


(£3383),  followed  by  Hammersmith  and 
Fulham  (£3322).  The  lowest  were  Enfield, 
Bexley  (£2,065)  and  Bromley  (E2.126).  An 
education  spokeswoman  in  Lambeth  said 
the  figure  was  raised  by  the  dispropor¬ 
tionate  cost  of  relatively  few  pupils  at  a 
secondary  school  being  closed  down  lhat 
year.  The  19954J6  sum  was  £3,100. 

Lambeth  came  103rd  out  of  108  in  the 
latest  GCSE  league  table,  whereas  the 
lowest-spending  authority.  Isle  of  Wight, 
came  56th.  The  GCSE  leaguo-topper. 
Kingston  upon  Thames,  where  553  per 


cent  of  students  gained  five  or  more  A-C 
grades,  spent  £2,360  per  secondary  pupil 
and  die  bottom  authority,  Islington,  with 
a  17.4  per  cent  A-C  rate  at  GCSE  spent 
£2.949. 

The  biggest-spending  metropolitan 
councils  were  Doncaster  (£2.487). 
Manchester  (£2,453),  and  Coventry 
(£2343),  and  the  lowest  Wakefield 
(£1,952),  Bradford  (£1.959)  and  Bury 
(£2.031).  Highest-spending  counties  were 
Mid  Glamorgan  (E2357),  Essex  (£2.456) 
and  Nottinghamshire  (£2,418).  and  the 
lowest  were  Isle  of  Wight  (£1.826). 
Northumberland  ( £  1 341)  and  Dorset 
(£1.984). 


How  to  compare 
levels  of  service 


rare  exceptions  they  are  coun¬ 
cils  in  areas  of  high  depriva¬ 
tion.  which  have  a  long  way  to 
catch  up  before  reaching  the 
national  average. 

Typical  of  the  worst  is 
Liverpool.  Ir  is  the  second- 
highest  metropolitan  council 
spender  per  head  of  popula¬ 
tion  and  is  the  worst  at 
collecting  council  tax  and  rent 
It  has  no  recognisable  com¬ 
plaints  procedure  or  food  in¬ 
spection  service  and  is  one  of 
the  slowest  at  providing  equip¬ 
ment  to  help  the  disabled.  The 
city  has,  however,  improved 
its  performance  over  last  year 
in  nearly  every  department. 

Westminster  cut  the 
amount  it  spends  per  head  of 
population  by  £66  over  the 
year,  yet  increased  spending 
on  education.  On  the 
downside,  it  has  one  of  the 
poorest  complaints  proce¬ 
dures  in  London. 

This  year’s  tables  cover  a 
wider  range  of  services  than 
last,  but  most  councils  seem  to 
have  made  only  marginal 
improvements  to  their  perfor¬ 
mance  in  most  areas. 


COUNCI  L  taxpayers  can 
judge  the  value  for  money 
provided  by  their  council  by 
using  today's  statistics  to  com¬ 
pare  authorities  across  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales. 

The  tables  disclose  how  the 
amount  each  council  spends 
on  every  resident  varies  huge¬ 
ly.  with  costs  inevitably  high¬ 
er  in  London  and  urban 
areas.  They  also  show  that 
services  do  not  necessarily 
improve  if  councils  spend 
more.  Tower  Hamlets  spends 
EL453  per  head,  the  highest 
anywhere,  yet  its  perfor¬ 
mance  lags  behind  South¬ 


wark.  which  pays  out  £320  a 
year  less  per  head. 

The  indicators  are  to  be 
published  annually  and  this 
second  scries  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  first  time  to  see  if 
councils  are  improving  their 
performance. 

What  improvements  there 
are  have  largely  been  mini¬ 
mal,  except  among  those  au¬ 
thorities  which  were  pert 
ormed  badly  last  year.  The 
Audit  Commission  believes 
that  the  publication  of  the 
figures  has  been  enough  to 
inspire  those  councils  to 
make  a  greater  effort 
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IN  ADDITION  to  the  amount 
spent  by  shires  on  education 
and  social  services,  districts 
spend  more  on  services  such 
as  housing  and  refuse  collec¬ 
tion.  The  extra  amount  spent 
per  head  by  districts  varies 
within  counties  as  follows: 


Hertfordshire: 

Norfolk: 

Oxfordshire: 

Suffolk: 

Warwickshire: 


£156-  £79 
£128  -  £58 
£146-  £60 

£138  -  £73 
£104- £81 


North 

Cheshire: 

Cleveland: 

Cumbria: 

Durham: 

Humberside: 

Lancashire: 

Northumberland: 

North  Yorkshire: 


£109-  £73 
£144 -£103 
£122  -  £88 
£124- £83 
£136  -  £72 

£154- £77 
£111  -£87 
£113- £54 


South  East 
Berkshire: 
East  Sussex: 
Essex: 

Kent 

Surrey: 

West  Sussex: 


£142  -  £72 
£145  -  £89 
£158- £82 
£123- £74 
£103- £79 
£118- £79 


Midlands 

Derbyshire: 

Leicestershire: 

Lincolnshire: 

Northamptonshire; 

Nottinghamshire: 

Shropshire: 

Staffordshire: 


£108- £81 
£188- £54 
£120  -  £80 
£108- £10 
£146- £72 
£107- £71 
£112- £74 


South  West 
Avon; 

Cornwall: 

Devon: 

Dorset: 

Gloucestershire: 

Hampshire: 

Isle  of  Wight 

Somerset 

Wiltshire: 


£142- £75 
£110- £94 
£126- £88 
£119- £74 
£105- £47 
£134- £74 
£114 -£107 
£112  -  £82 
£99- £79 


Central 

Bedfordshire:  £1 32  -  £74 

Buckinghamshire:  £1 1 8  -  £72 
Cambridgeshire:  £122  -  £43 

Hereford  &  Worcs:  £1 05  -  £74 


Welsh  Districts 
Clwyd: 

Dyfed: 

Gwent 

Gwynedd: 

Mia  Glamorgan: 
Powys: 

South  Glamorgan: 
West  Glamorgan: 


£159 

£175 

£196 

£224 

£226 

£151 

£155 

£176 


£127 

£126 

£129 

£163 

£139 

£132 

£133 

£131 
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Courtier’s  letter  reveals  wear  and  tear  of  Tudor  social  whirl 


Henry  VIII:  wined  and 
dined  with  dose  circle 


By  Daly  a  Albejzge 

ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

AN  UNPUBLISHED  letter  in 
which  one  of  Henry  Vlll’s  young 
courtiers  begged  his  father  for  more 
money  after  some  excessive  partying 
with  the  king  has  surfaced  hi 
Cornwall.  “The  King  has  been  to 
Richmond  which  has  emptied  my 
purse  but  much  more  made  my  body 
weary."  wrote  Thomas  ArundeU  to 
Sir  John  Arundel]  from  the  royal 
court  of  Henry  VIH. 

It  is  one  of  ten  letters  by  Thomas 
Anmdell  that  have  been  discovered 
among  thousands  of  historic  docu¬ 
ments  spanning  the  800-year  history 
of  the  Arundells,  a  prominent  Wed 
Country  family. 

In  this  correspondence,  he  com¬ 


bined  too  about  one  of  the  women 
i  the  royal  circle:  '"Lady  Oxford  is  as 
obstinate  as  a  mule  and  follows  her 
own  wish,  not  listening  to  her 
kinsfolk  or  friends,  nor  aoy  other 
honest  man  ...  If  her  niece  were 
similar  1  would  rather  go  to  ruin 
than  have  her  as  wife.” 

Elsewhere,  he  described  how  his 
poor  wardrobe  was  spotting  his 
hectic  soda!  life:  “I  am  so  bare  of 
apparel  that  I  do  not  come  near  my 
lord  the  king  and  fain  myself  such 
and  so  my  lord  is  ridden  from 
London  to  Hampton  Court  and  I  do 
lie  with  my  lady  Staoop  until  I  hear 
from  you.". 

Of  making  a  visit  home  he  says: 
“Sir  I  pray  you  to  remember  me  for 
very  glad  would  I  be  to  make’  one 
sortie  to  see  you  for  one  week  if  it 


were  your  pleasure  and  I  had  the 
wherewithal." 

Until  1991  the  records  of  the 
ArundeU  family  had  been  stored  in 
200  cardboard  boxes  and  an  old 
pram  at  Wardour  Castle  in  Wilt¬ 
shire,  the  family’s  ancestral  home. 
Cornwall  Record  Office  persuaded 
the  family  to  sell  the  documents: 
some  had  already  decayed  or  been 
devoured  by  mice. 

Staff  at  the  record  office  in  Truro 
have  spent  three  years  repairing  the 
28,000  documents  before  recording 
the  details  on  computer.  Materials 
used  included  sausage  skins  to  bind 
fragile  parchment  The  material, 
dating  from  the  12th  century  on¬ 
wards,  includes  lettere,  marriage 
certificates,  dowries  and  Papal  bulls. 

Dr  Oliver  PadeL  a  Cambridge 


medievalist  who  worked  on  the 
papers  for  IS  months,  said  the 
collection  was  of  national  impor¬ 
tance  because  of  the  detail  it  con¬ 
tained:  ‘These  documents  offer  a 
real  window  into  the  past.  It  is  rare 
for  so  much  stuff  to  survive  from  the 
12th  and  13th  centuries. 

“In  the  past  the  documents  could 
be  examined  by  appointment  at 
Wardour  Castle  by  historians,  but 
the  lack  of  any  index  and  foe  sheer 
mass  of  documents  made  proper 
research  impossible." 

The  historian  David  Starkey,  who 
is  working  on  a  biography  of  Henry 
VIII.  said:  "1  would  love  to  look  at 
the  letters.  Although  we  have  several 
glimpses  of  Henry’s  court  there  are 
very  large  gaps  —  very  few  letters 
from  members  of  the  inner  circle 


describing  their  own  experiences 
actually  survive.” 

Thomas  ArundeU  joined  Henry 
VXU’S  inner  circle  of  courtiers,  mar¬ 
rying  the  sister  of  Catherine  How¬ 
ard.  the  king’s  fifth  wife.  Court 
banquets  and  drinking  complement¬ 
ed  a  summer  day’s  hunting  or  a 
winter  session  of  jousting.  Proceed¬ 
ings  could  become  unruly,  according 
to  Dr  Starkey.  Once.  Henry  VI U 
and  his  guests  becoming  bored,  took 
up  bows  and  started  shooting  arrows 
inside  one  of  his  palaces. 

At  the  height  of  their  powers  the 
ArundeU  family  owned  28  manors  in 
Cornwall  as  well  as  properties 
throughout  southwest  England.  But 
after  the  Reformation  the  influence 
of  the  staunchly  Catholic  family 
declined. 


One  90-second  film  persuades  Hollywood  studios  to  compete  for  skills  of  British  duo 

Novice  animators 
hit  the  big  time 
with  Disney  deal 


By  Alexandra  Frean,  media  correspondent 
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TWO  little-known  British  ani¬ 
mators,  whose  only  original 
work  is  a  90-second  film  about 
the  thwarted  ambitions  of  a 
small-town  newspaper  repor¬ 
ter.  have  signed  a  multi- 
million-pound  feature  film 
deal  with  Disney. 

The  Hollywood  giant  has 
asked  Tim  Watt.  30.  and 
David  Stoten,  33,  to  develop 
and  produce  two  full-length 
animated  films  for  interna¬ 
tional  cinema  release.  Quentin 
Tarantino  is  being  lined  up  to 
write  the  script  for  their  first 
production,  which  will  use 
12in  plasticine  caricatures  of 
living  and  dead  Hollywood 
stars  as  its  cast 

The  duo,  who  clinched  foe 
deal  at  a  secret  meeting  in  Los 
Angeles  last  week,  said  yester¬ 
day  that  foe  past  few  weeks 
had  been  like  “living  in  a 
fairytale". 

Mr  Stolen,  who  comes  from 
Luton  and  trained  at  St  Mar¬ 
lin’s  School  of  Art  in  London, 
said  that  they  were  in  discus¬ 
sions  with  Twentieth  Century 
AFox  to  make  a  five-minute  film 
"when  Disney  became  interes¬ 
ted  in  their  work,-  . . 

*The  next  thing  wefknew  we 
were  at  the  centre  of  a  bidding 
war  between  two  big  Holly¬ 


wood  studios.  It  feh  unreal. 
Although  we  are  trying  to  take 
it  with  a  pinch  of  salt,  you  can’t 
ignore  all  the  excitement” 

Mr  Watts,  who  grew  up  in 
Castle  Donington,  Leicester¬ 
shire.  and  trained  as  a 
draughtsman  at  Kingston 
University,  said  that  the  two 
owed  much  of  their  success  to 
a  chance  meeting  with 
Tarantino  at  the  Nottingham 
Film  Festival  in  1994.  where 
their  first  and  oily  film.  The 
Big  Story,  was  screened. 

After  seeing  the  90-second 
production,  foe  Hollywood 
writer  and  director  asked 
them  if  they  would  let  him 
show  it  as  the  supporting  film 
for  his  controversial  box-office 
hit  Pulp  Fiction. 

The  Big  Story  thus  received 
international  media  exposure. 
It  was  nominated  for  an  Oscar 
last  year  and  won  a  Bafla 
award.  The  film,  set  in  a  pre¬ 
war  newspaper  office,  features 
three  plasticine  models  of  the 
actor  Kirk  Douglas,  all  play¬ 
ing  different  roles.  Shot  in 
black  and  white.  It  aims  to 
recapture  the  mood  of  cinema 
films  of  the  1940s.  - '  •« 
.‘Tarantino  has  been  very 
good  to  us  and.  in  many  ways 
be  would  te  the  obvious  choice 


as  a  script  collaborator.  We 
will  probably  ask  him  to  do 
work  on  foe  script,"  Mr  Watte 
said. 

Their  first  new  film  wiU  aim 
to  re-create  the  same  nostalgic 
fed  as  The  Big  Story  and  will 
draw  heavily  on  the  history  of 
Hollywood  and  its  stars. 

Both  men.  who  plan  to  move 
to  Hollywood,  have  worked 
for  Spitting  Image  produc¬ 
tions  and  commercials  and 
believe  that  they  have  benefit¬ 
ed  from  Britain's  reputation  as 
a  world  leader  in  film 
animation. 

Mr  Watts  said:  The  techni¬ 
cal  skiffs  in  America  are  great. 
What  distinguishes  British 
animation  is  that  it  challenges 
traditional  formats  and  ways 
of  doing  things.  It  is  more 
irreverent” 

Last  year  Alison  Snowdon 
and  David  Fine,  a  British- 
based  couple,  took  the  Oscar 
for  best  animation  with  their 
film  Bolrs  Birthday.  Other 
recent  British  animation  Os¬ 
cars  went  to  Nick  F&rk.  who 
won  with  Creature  Comforts 
in.  1991  and  The  Wrong  Troit- 
sers  in  1994,  .-.and  Daniel 
Greaves,  .who  took  the  award 
in  1992  with  his  six-minute 
film  Manipulation. 


David  Stolen,  left,  and  Tim  Watt,  whose  first  production  impressed  Quentin  Tarantino  at  a  film  festival 


Public  at 
risk  from 
confusing 
sun-care 
guidance 

By  Adrian  Lee 

CONSUMERS  are  confused 
by  labelling  on  sunscreens 
and  largely  ignorant  about 
how  to  protect  themselves 
despite  the  continuing  rise  in 
skin  cancer  cases,  a  study  has 
shown. 

Although  the  nation  spends 
more  than  £100  million  a  year 
on  sun-care  products,  the  lack 
of  information  on  packaging  is 
disturbing,  the  Health  Educa¬ 
tion  Authority  said  yesterday. 
It  urged  manufacturers  to  pro¬ 
vide  better  practical  informa¬ 
tion  to  help  to  reduce  deaths 
from  skin  cancer  There  are 
now  40,000  cases  a  year  —  90 
percent  more  than  in  the  197% 
—  and  2,000  deaths. 

The  study  showed  that  more 
people  were  considering  sun¬ 
screens  as  health  products 
instead  of  tanning  agents,  but 
Dave  Arnold,  head  of  foe 
authority’s  Sun  Know  How 
campaign,  said:  “It  is  disturb¬ 
ing  that  consumers  are  con¬ 
futed  about  on-pack  informa¬ 
tion."  Ignorance  may  be 
putting  people  at  risk,  he  said. 

Almost  70  per  cent  of  people 
had  heard  of  sun  protection 
factors  but  only  20  per  cent 
understood  what  the  term 
meant  Women  were  more 
aware  of  foe  risks  than  men. 

The  majority  of  people  now 
buy  sunscreens  but  half  said 
that  information  on  labels 
was  too  technical.  Few  people 
understood  the  harmfol  effects 
of  different  ultraviolet  rays. 

Consumers  should  be 
warned,  by  the  manufactur¬ 
ers.  that  sunscreens  by  them¬ 
selves  cannot  entirely  protect 
against  skin  damage,  the  au¬ 
thority  said.  Some  people  were 
using,  creams  to  enable  them 
to  sunbathe  longer.  Instead  of 
burning  after,  for  example, 
half  an  hour  they  were  burn¬ 
ing  after  two  hours  and  still 
putting  themselves  at  risk. 

The  findings,  based  on  in¬ 
terviews  with  2,000  people, 
have  been,  presented  to  the 
industry.  Tim  Pemberton, 
projects  officer  on  the 
authority's  cancer  team,  said: 
The  ’buzz-word’  now  is 
lighter  tan  rather  than  dark. 
Any  tan  is  a  sign  of  skin 
damage  but  we  have  to  be 
realistic.  We  are  not  going  to 
get  our  message  across  by 
I  telling  people  not  to  tan  at  all." 


Excluded 
surgeon’s 
court  plea 

By  Richard  Duce 

A  LEADING  heart  surgeon 
began  a  High  Court  action 
yesterday  to  force  a  hospital  to 
allow  him  to  continue  working 
after  he  made  bribery  allega¬ 
tions  against  a  colleague. 

Duncan  Walker,  a  former 
Yorkshireman  of  the  Year, 
rejected  an  offer  of  earfy 
retirement  from  the  Killing- 
beck  Hospital,  Leeds,  after 
other  doctors  refused  to  work 
with  him. 

He  has  not  been  allowed  to 
operate  since  June  last  year 
while  foe  United  Leeds  Teach¬ 
ing  Hospitals  NHS  Trust  car¬ 
nal  out  an  investigation  into 
alleged  concerns  about  his 
work.  The  mist  now  agrees 
there  are  no  grounds  for  any 
disciplinary  action  against  Mr 
Walker,  53. 

The  bribery  allegation  was 
dismissed  after  an  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  hospital. 

Jeremy  McMullan,  QC.  tola 
Mr  Justice  Harman  yesterday 
that  Mr  Walker  was  a 
cardiofooradc  surgeon  of  the 
highest  level".  He  was  urgent¬ 
ly  seeking  a  hearing  of  Mr 
Walkers  right  to  work  action, 
which  the  judge  then  set  for 
April  1 


Incurable  virus  found 
in  red  squirrel  colonies 

By  Nick  Nuttaul,  environment  correspondent 


AN  INCURABLE  disease  is 
killing  red  squirrels  in  their 
last  remaining  strongholds. 
Scientists  said  yesterday  that 
they  had  discovered  a  virus  in 
the  bodies  of  dead  red  squir¬ 
rels  collected  from  forests  in 
northwest  England. 

Dr  Peter  Cotgreave.  of  the 
Institute  of  Zoology  in 
London,  where  the  autopsies 
are  being  carried  out  said  the 
virus  was  of  a  type  called 
parapox.  “It  is  like  a  chicken 
pox  virus  or  a  smallpox  virus. 
Potentially  a  vaccine  could  be 
found  but  at  the  moment  it  is 
unbeatable,  ”  he  said. 

“At  the  moment  we  do  not 
know  much  about  how  the 
disease  spreads.  But  it  could 
be  a  very  serious  threat  to  red 
squirrel  populations." 

The  institute  found  the  virus 
in  dead  squirrels  collected  last 
year  from  the  Southport  and 
Seftan  areas  of  Merseyside. 
Since  then  it  has  been  isolated 
from  other  carcases  in  north¬ 
west  England.  Dr  Cotgreave 
said  that  of  the  most  recent 
batch  of  ten  dead  squirrels, 
three  had  foe  virus.  The  flrness 
causes  skin  lesions. 

Conservationists  and  scien¬ 


tists  suspect  that  red  squirrels 
may  have  been  carrying  foe 
virus  for  some  time.  They 
believe  it  has  become  active 
because  the  red  population  is 
now  so  small,  fragmented  and 
stressed.  Research  has  indicat¬ 
ed  that  grey  squirrels  are 
beating  red  squirrels  in  the 
battle  for  food,  leaving  the 
reds  with  poor  diets. 

There  are  only  about 
160.000  red  squirrels  left  in 
Britain,  foe  majority  in  Scot¬ 
land.  The  virus  discovery, 
which  could  herald  their  final 
decline  in  foe  face  of  their 
more  successful  grey  cousins, 
has  been  made  possible  by  a 


The  red  squirrel  survives 
only  In  small  groups 


scheme  called  North  West  Red 
Alert  The  project  has  brought 
together  groups  inducting 
Lancashire  and  Cumbria 
wildlife  trusts,  the  National 
Trust  and  Lake  District  Nat¬ 
ional  Park. 

David  Harpley,  conserva¬ 
tion  manager  of  Cumbria 
Wildlife  Trust,  said  yesterday: 
“We  are  trying  to  work  out  if 
this  is  an  epidemic.”  He  said 
up  to  11  red  squirrels  had  been 
found  dead  in  one  Lancashire 
wood.  That  represents  a  fair 
number  of  squirrels  in  some 
populations." 

Lynne  Collins,  also  of  the 
trust  said  the  autopsies  could 
lead  to  other  projects  to  help  to 
protect  Britain’s  reds.  "In  par¬ 
ticular.  we  want  to  know  how 
many  have  been  killed  by  cars 
on  foe  roads,  and  how  many 
have  been  killed  by  disease  or 
other  factors."  she  said. 

Ms  Collins  added  that  if 
wildlife  groups  found  that 
stretches  of  road  were  “hot 
spots"  where  many  animals 
died,  they  could  perhaps  relo¬ 
cate  their  feeding  area  to 
prevent  them  having  to  cross 
the  road.  Also,  warning  signs 
for  motorists  could  be  put  up. 
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America  warns  China  to  drop  threats  and  sends  ‘best  damned  navy  in  the  world’  to  Taipei’s  defence 

US  agrees 
high-tech 
arms  sale 


for  Taiwan 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


AMERICA,  in  a  further  re¬ 
minder  to  the  Chinese  of  its 
military  influence,  agreed  yes¬ 
terday  to  sell  mobile  Stinger 
anti-aircraft  missiles  and  oth¬ 
er  defensive  weapons  to  Tai¬ 
wan,  but  denied  a  request  to 
supply  the  island  with  diesel 
submarines. 

Days  before  the  territory 
enters  its  first  democratic  pres¬ 
idential  elections  and  as  ten¬ 
sion  mounts  over  Chinese  war 

res  in  the  Taiwan  Strait. 

Clinton  Administration 
said  it  had  agreed  to  supply  a 
new  weapons  package  during 
talks  in  Washington  with  Tai¬ 
wanese  officials. 

The  deal,  which  includes  a 
batch  of  Stingers  and  the  sale 
of  an  advanced  targeting:  and 
navigation  system  for  fighter 
jets,  is  expected  to  gain  swift 
approval  from  Republicans  in 
Congress  who  are  critical  of 
continued  sabre  rattling  by 
Peking. 

Still  committed  to  its  “One 
China”  polity  and  to  avoid 
further  inflaming  the  Govern¬ 
ment  in  Peking,  the  White 
House  rejected  a  long-stand¬ 
ing  request  from  Taipei  for 
submarines  to  counter  the 
improved  naval  capability  of 
the  mainland  forces. 

Taiwan  is  already  engaged 
in  the  purchase  of  150  F16 
fighter  jets  and  the  United 
States  has  also  promised  to 
increase  military  training  at 
American  facilities  for  Tai¬ 
wanese  officers.  The  Taiwan¬ 
ese  Government  will  send  a 
team  of  experts  to  the  United 
States  to  analyse  the  Chinese 
threat  and  to  discuss  the 
possibility  of  an  anti-missile 
defence  system. 

Officials  in  Washington 
said  this  week*  agreement 
was  merely  part  of  a  long¬ 
standing  American  commit¬ 
ment  to  bolster  defences  in 
Taiwan  and  should  not  be 
considered  out  of  the  ordinary. 
Military  sales  to  the  island 
have  averaged  about  $600 
million  (092  million)  in  recent 
years,  a  slight  reduction  from 
the  1980s  but  still  covering  a 


inge 

ware,  including  fighter  jets, 
helicopters,  frigates,  tanks 
and  missiles. 

“I  would  regard  this  as  a 
fairly  modest  list  of  weapons.” 
said  a  senior  official.  “The 
current  situation  over  there 
has  not  changed  anything.” 

The  sale  is,  however,  dearly 
another  deliberate  warning  to 
China  to  drop  its  musde- 
flexing  aimed  at  influencing 
the  Taiwanese  election.  It 
came  as  Washington  and  Pe¬ 
king  increased  their  rhetoric 
with  China  attacking  America 
for  its  "brazen  show  of  force" 
and  William  Perry,  the  US 
Defence  Secretary,  declaring 
the  American  force  sailing  for 
the  strait  as  “the  best  damned 
navy  in  the  world”. 

Mr  Ptny  said:  "While  they 
are  a  great  military  power,  the 
premier,  the  strongest  military 
power  in  the  Western  Pacific  is 
the  United  States.” 

Separately,  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  Washing¬ 
ton  approved  a  resolution  to 
help  to  defend  Taiwan  against 
Chinese  aggression.  The  369- 
14  vote  ended  a  debate  which 
was  fiercely  critical  of  the 
Clinton  Administration's  poli¬ 
cy  towards  China. 

“The  Administration  should 
consider  this  a  wake-up  call.” 
said  Lee  Hamilton,  an  Inde¬ 
pendent  congressman  from 
Indiana.  "The  consensus  on 
China  policy  is  eroding.  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  Administration 
are  drifting  apart.  The  Admin¬ 
istration  has  been  too  timid.” 
□  Pakistan’s  arsenal:  The 
Clinton  Administration  has 
notified  Congress  that  it  plans 
to  go  ahead  with  delivery  of 
weapons  to  Pakistan  that  the 
Islamabad  Government  had 
paid  for  but  never  received, 
congressional  sources  said 
yesterday.  The  delivery  had 
been  held  up  for  years  because 
of  Pakistan’s  nuclear  pro¬ 
gramme.  The  weapons  in¬ 
clude  navy  Orion  aircraft. 
Harpoon  and  AIM-9L  mis¬ 
siles  and  other  equipment 
worth  £240  million.  (Reuter) 


The  USS  George  Washington,  which  has  been,  sent  from  the  Adriatic  off  Bosnia-Herzegovina  to  the  Gulf  to  fill  the  vacuum  left  by  moving  the  USS  Nimitz  to  Taiwan 


Chinese 
keep  up 
war  of 
nerves 

From  James  Pringle 

IN  PEKING 

CHINA  ended  one  set  of 
live45re  military  exer¬ 
cises  in  the  Strait  of 
Taiwan  yesterday,  as 
another  continued  —  as 
did  the  rhetoric  between 
the  American  and  Chi¬ 
nese  governments. 

The  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  overwhelm¬ 
ingly  approved  a  non- 
binding  resolution  say¬ 
ing  that  America  must 
defend  the  island  if  H  is 
attacked.  One  congress¬ 
man  said  the  vote  was  an 
"unambiguous  signal  to 
Peking”.  Americans  war¬ 
ships  headed  by  the  air¬ 
craft  carrier  USS 
Independence  continued 
to  patrol  just  east  of 
Taiwan,  while  the  carrier 
USS  Nimitz.  approach¬ 
ing  from  the  Gulf,  is 
expected  at  the  weekend. 
Officials  in  Washington 
inerted  warnings  from 
Peking  that  American 
vessels  must  not  sail 
through  the  Strait 
The  latest  Chinese  ex¬ 
ercise  is  due  to  end 
Monday,  two  days  after 
the  presidential  elections 
in  Taiwan. 


Pentagon  rises  to  cutback  challenge 


By  Tom  Rhodes 

A  BRIEF  walk  down  corridor 
six  in  the  Pentagon's  “D"  Ring 
at  the  Navy  Command  Centre 
gives  proof  of  American  might 
at  sea. 

The  electronic  maps,  their 
small  markers  indicating  ves¬ 
sels  currently  under  way,  are 
the  most  graphic  illustration 
of  comments  this  week  by 
William  Perry,  the  Defence 
Secretary,  that  "America  has 
the  best  damn  navy  in  the 
world,  and  no  one  should  ever 
forget  that”. 

There  are  1S9  American 
ships  at  sea  from  a  total  fleet  of 
363.  Of  these,  102  are  deployed 
outside  American  waters,  in¬ 
cluding  manoeuvres  neai  die 
Straits  of  Taiwan,  in  the 
Pacific,  the  Atlantic,  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  and  the  Gulf. 

Two  battle  groups,  led  by 
the  aircraft  carriers  USS  Inde¬ 
pendence  and  USS  Nimitz. 
have  been  dispatched  to  inter¬ 
national  waters  off  Taiwan. 
The  Nimitz  will  arrive  from 
the  Gulf  by  the  end  of  this 
week  to  become  part  of  what 
may  be  the  largest  and  cer¬ 
tainly  the  most  formidable 
American  armada  in  East 
Asia  since  the  end  of  the 
Vietnam  War. 

The  carriers  hold  at  least  55 
attack  aircraft.  Alongside 
them  will  be  three  attack 
submarines  each  carrying  24 
weapons,  including  Toma¬ 
hawk  and  Harpoon  missiles 
as  well  as  the  Mark-48  torpe¬ 
do,  There  are  also  accompany¬ 
ing  destroyers  and  the  Bunker 
Hill,  a  guided  missile  cruiser 
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operating  to  the  south  of 
Taiwan.  The  LIS  fleet  is  the 
biggest  and  most  effective 
navy  in  the  world,  designed  to 
manage  what  the  Ptentagon 
describes  as  "two  nearly  si¬ 
multaneous  major  regional 
conflicts”  at  any  one  time. 

More*  than  420,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  US  Navy  are  on 
active  duty  with  a  reserve  force 
of  nearly  100,000.  In  peace¬ 


time,  American  ships  are  de¬ 
ployed  for  forward  presence  to 
act  as  a  deterrent  and  to 
influence  global  policy,  both  of 
which  apply  in  the  case  of 
Taiwan,  and  in  some  cases  to 
coerce. 

However,  as  almost  anyone 
inside  the  Pentagon  will 
admit,  operational  commit¬ 
ment  often  is  not  matched  by 
naval  power  and.  in  recent 


years,  the  Defence  Depart¬ 
ment  has  been  forced  to  cope 
with  a  reduction  in  numbers. 

For  example,  the  navy  has 
not  been  buying  carrier-based 
jets  as  fast  as  they  are  wearing 
out  and  does  not  have  enough 
aircraft  to  fill  the  deck  spots  on 
its  operational  carriers.*  The 
current  operation  in  Taiwan 
has  meant  that  the  USS 
George  Washington,  which 


had  been  stationed  in  the 
Adriatic  off  Bosnia-Herzegovi¬ 
na.  has  been  moved  to  the 
Gulf  to  fill  the  vacuum  left  by 
the  departing  Nimitz. 

The  balance  between  fund¬ 
ing  for  force  levels  and  readi¬ 
ness  and  modernisation  stems 
from  the  Bottom-Up  Review,  a 
blueprint  for  the  American 
military  after  the  Cold  War 
introduced  by  the  Clinton 
Administration  in  September 
1993.  Compared  to  the  Bush 
Administration's  Base  Force 
plan,  the  review  soon  became 
known  as  Base  Force  Lite. 

Where  the  previous  Presi¬ 
dent  had  called  for  a  reduced 
force  structure  of  12  active 
aircraft  carrier  battle  groups, 
President  Clinton  demanded 
il  and  recommended  a  fleet  of 
346  ships,  compared  with  500 
at  the  peak  of  the  Reagan 
Administration. 

Although  the  navy  initially 
offered  to  reduce  numbers 
even  more  drastically,  deience 
officials  in  Washington  soon 
recognised  this  could  nor  an¬ 
ticipate  for  any  contingency 
and  have  since  argued  that  the 
fleet  must  remain  at  346  by  the 
end  of  the  century. 

A  Pentagon  official  said 
yesterday:  "The  size  of  the  fleet 
has  been  reduced  after  the  end 
of  the  Cold  War  but  as  a  result 
a  lot  of  older  ships  have  been  a 
removed.  We  now  have  a  more 
modem  fleet  and  our  capab¬ 
ility  is  very  strong.  We  can  still 
meet  our  commitments  in  the 
world.” 
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jlg^Democrats  risk  collapse  in  regional  polls 

Kohl’s  partners  fight  for 

survival  in  coalition 


THE  chattering  of  helicopters 
and  the  wail  of  sirens  signal 
the  arrival  of  a  rescue  team 
pus  Kmkel.  the  German 
Foreign  Minister.  Wolfeane 
Gerhardt,  the  Free  Democrat- 
ic  Party  chief,  and  other  lumi¬ 
naries  dropped  in  on  Hech- 
ingen  yesterday  to  defend  the 
ewo.  to  boast  about  govern¬ 
ment  successes,  and  to  make  a 
final  attempt  to  save  their 
shrinking  party. 

Hechingen  is  in  the  lush 
countryside  of  Baden-Wun- 
temberg.  on  the  road  to  Swit¬ 
zerland.  Like  two  other 
regions,  Ba  den -WQrnem  berg 
will  have  elections  on  Sunday, 
but  much  more  is  at  stake  than 
the  fate  of  a  few  provincial 
barons. 

If  the  Free  Democrats  col¬ 
lapse  in  all  three  states,  the 
Bonn  coalition  of  Christian 
Democrats  and  Free  Demo¬ 
crats  will  be  in  serious  trouble. 
In  Baden-Wij  rttemberg,  the 
prosperous  southwestern  pro¬ 
vince,  the  elections  have  be¬ 
come  a  first  test  of  voter 
sentiment  on  European  eco¬ 
nomic  and  monetary  union 
(EMU). 

Plastered  throughout  town¬ 
ships  such  as  Hechingen. 
where  small  efficient  factories 
in  ugly  plate-glass  buildings 
have  been  grafted  on  to  rural 
communities,  there  are  post¬ 
ers  declaring  "Stability  and 
jobs  come  first  So:  delay 
monetary  union!*' 

The  Social  Democrats  have 
covered  the  region  with  these 
posters,  and  poliricians  cm  the 
stump  regularly  inject  a  dose 
of  Euro-scepticism  into  their 
speeches.  They  have  to  be 
careful,  however.  Serial  Dem¬ 
ocrat  headquarters  in  Bonn  is 
not  entirely  confident  about 
waging  an  antteuro  cam¬ 
paign.  The  parly  is.  if  any¬ 
thing,  more  federalist  than 
Helmut  Kohl,  the  Chancellor. 

The  campaign  managers  in 
Baden-Wurttemberg  have  put 
together  three  elements  and 
come  up  with  a  rough  and 
ready  election  formula  that 
they  hope  will  win  drifting 
votes:  two-thirds  of  Germans 
say  they  are  against  abandon¬ 
ing  the  mark;  Herr  Kohl 


Roger  Boyes  reports  from 
Hechingen  on  the  fading 
fortunes  of  the  Chancellors 
junior  government  partners 


cannot  state  publicly  that 
monetary  union  should  be  de¬ 
layed;  and  unemployment  has 
become  the  most  potent  of 
political  issues. 

The  election  posters  were 
originally  rather  more  snap¬ 
py-  The  first  draft  said:  "Stop 
the  Christian  Democrats!  Sta¬ 
ble  currency  instead  of  more 
unemployed:  dd  euro  for 
1999!”  Oskar  Lafontaine,  the 
Social  Democrat  leader  who  is 
also  pressing  for  delay  rather 
than  a  weakening  of  the  entry 
criteria  for  EMU.  had  the 
posters  pulped.  “It  was  too 
close  to  what  the  far-right 
Republicans  are  saying,** 
Rebate  S china Iz,  a  party  activ¬ 
ist  said.  "This  is  a  problem  in 
Germany  —  there  is  no  popu¬ 
lar  support  for  an  anti-Euro¬ 
pean  platform,  and  simply  to 
defend  the  mark  smadts  of 
nationalism.” 

Dieter  Spori,  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister  of  the  region. 
Economics  Minister  ana  the 
mastermind  of  the  Social 
[Democrat  campaign  against 
the  euro,  said:  "It  is  too  easy 
for  the  other  side  to  accuse  us 


of  being  populist  every  time 
we  raise  an  issue  that  is 
occupying  ordinary  people’s 
minds.” 

Big  companies  in  Germany 
generally  approve  of  the  euro, 
while  small  manufacturers 
are  nervous;  big  banks  are  in 
favour,  small  ones  are  against. 
Baden-Wurttemberg  is  the 
home  of  Daimler-Benz  and 
Porsche,  but  also  of  smaller 
export-oriented  engineering 
and  arms  companies. 

Herr  Kohl’s  argument  that 
delaying  monetary  union  will 
cause  a  slide  of  funds  into  the 
mark  and  thus  make  prob¬ 
lems  for  German  exports  does 
not  really  wash  with  these 
companies.  They  have  built  up 
global  businesses  despite  a 
strong  mark,  on  tire  basis  of 
reliable  servicing,  pricing  and 
delivery.  To  them,  the  euro 
threatens  to  be  an  inflation¬ 
ary,  all-purpose  currency. 

Can  the  Social  Democrats 
really  scratch  together  more 
votes  on  the  back  of  an  EMU- 
sceptical  campaign?  Dr  Spori 
says  that  the  party  has  risen 
-  by  at  least  three  percentage 
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Gerhardt  leader  of 
in  desperate  tnoul 


KinkeL  minister  anxious 
to  defend  die  euro 


points  in  the  opinion  polls  over 
the  past  month.  However,  he 
has  also  been  tapping  other 
controversial  issues  such  as 
immigration,  so  the  exact  im¬ 
pact  of  the  campaign  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  calculate. 

The  Christian  [Democrats 
and  Serial  Democrats  have  a 
"grand  coalition”  in  Baden- 
Wurnemberg.  Broadly  speak¬ 
ing,  this  alliance  has  worked 
for  the  past  four  years,  al¬ 
though  the  state  is  no  longer 
regarded  as  the  main  econom¬ 
ic  powerhouse  of  Germany, 
that  title  has  been  yielded  to 
Bavaria.  Since  1992,  about 
250,000  jobs  have  been  lost  in 
tite  state. 

In  Bonn  too  there  is  growing 
talk  of  a  grand  coalition.  The 
logic  runs  as  follows:  if  the 
Free  [Democrats  lose  their 
footing  in  the  weekend  elec¬ 
tions,  then  they  will  also  have 
lost  their  credibility  as  a 
coalition  partner  for  Herr 
Kohl  and  the  Chancellor  will 
be  in  trouble. 

Baden-Wurttemberg  is  thus 
being  watched  on  two  counts: 
is  the  grand  coalition  an 
enduring  model?  Is  the  euro  a 
powerful  election  issue  that 
can  tip  the  scales  against  the 
Christian  Democrats? 

The  other  two  elections  on 
Sunday  have  less  important 
implications.  In  Schleswig- 
Holstein,  Heidi  Simonis,  the 
Social  Democrat  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter.  is  defending  her  absolute 
majority.  Will  she  have  to 
share  power  with  the  Greens? 
In  Rhineland-Palatinate.  a 
tired-looking  coalition  of  So¬ 
cial  Democrats  and  Free  Dem¬ 
ocrats  is  wondering  if  the  Free 
Democrats  will  survive. 

In  Hechingen.  the  slogan  of 
the  warm-up  men  in  the  town 
hall  museum  was:  Es  Geht 
Um  Allesl  (Everything  is  at 
stake!)  The  Free  Democrats 
use  this  threat  at  every  region¬ 
al  election,  but  have  continual¬ 
ly  fallen  short  of  the5  per  cent 
needed  for  parliamentary  rep¬ 
resentation.  If  they  lose  in  the 
three  stales  at  the  weekend, 
they  will  be  present  in  only  one 
regional  parliament. 

Bill  Cash,  page  20 


Grannies  turn  discount  offer  into  profit 


From  Richard  Owen 

IN  ROME 

AN  ITALIAN  supermarket 
that  offered  20  per  cent 
discounts  to  the  over-60s 
has  discovered  the  flaw  in 
the  scheme:  resourceful  and 
unscrupulous  grandmothers 
have  been  hiring  themselves 
out  to  shoppers  who  are  under 
60  but  still  like  the  idea  of  a 
discount  on  their  grocery  bill. 

The  management  of  the 
supermarket  in  Udine,  near 


Venice,  was  surprised  Mid 
delighted  by  the  “unimagm- 
able  success"  of  its  scheme. 
The  “senior  citizens  discount” 
produced  a  40  per  cent  serge 
in  takings,  making  Udine,  a 
medieval  town  hitherto  best 
known  for  its  Tiepolo  frescoes, 
a  Mecca  for  elderly  shoppers. 

It  took  a  year  for  the  penny 
to  drop.  “We  seem  to  have 
been  providing  a  social  ^r- 
vice,”  the  manager  said  rueful¬ 
ly  yesterday.  "The  ordinary 
shoppers  made  a  saving,  and 


the  old  people  made  a  fortune 
in  tips.” 

He  knew  there  had  been 
cases  of  middle-aged  people 
pretending  to  be  older,  but  he 
had  no  idea  that  teams  of 
grandmothers  had  been  oper¬ 
ating  a  systematic  scam,  load¬ 
ing  up  trolleys  of  groceries  and 
unloading  them  into  the  cars 
of  strangers.  The  more  enter¬ 
prising  had  hovered  near  the 
entrance,  whispering  "Need 
any  help  with  your  shopping?” 
as  customers  arrived. 


The  reaction  of  many  Ital¬ 
ians  was  to  applaud  a  display 
of  enterprise.  “This  was  no 
racket,”  said  la  Repubblica. 
“It  was  yet  another  example  of 
our  native  Mediterranean  ge¬ 
nius.  a  brilliant  scheme  for 
saving  money  all  round.” 

One  defiant  grandmother 
said  at  the  checkout:  “It  helped 
to  supplement  my  pension. 
I*ve  never  seen  so  much  of  my 
children  and  grandchildren 
before  in  my  life”  The  scheme 
has  now  been  dropped. 
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Chernobyl  ‘threatens  30m* 


U  K  R  A\l  N  E 


-  \  • 


»%j22frlmea  ^ 


By  Nick  Nutt  all 

ENVIRONMENT  CORRESPONDENT 

A  DEADLY  legacy  from  the  Chernobyl 
nuclear  disaster  has  been  identified  by 
scientists  who  far  dial  more  than  30 
million  people  in  Ukraine  may  be  at  risk 
from  radioactive  contamination. 

The  risk  is  coming  from  water  being 
washed  by  floods  from  near  the  crippled 
reactor  into  rivert\  used  for  drinking, 
irrigation  and  fishing.  The  findings,  by  a 
team  of  59  scientists  from  eight  countries, 
have  come  from  a  European  Commission- 
funded  study  nearty  a  decade  after  the 
world's  worst  nudear  accident 
The  scientists  have  said  that  fishing 
should  be  banned  at  Lake  Kozhanov  in 
Russia,  156  mfles"fhim  the  power  plant 
Tests  indicate  that  Che  fish  in  the  lake  are 
contaminated  with  radioactivity  that  ex¬ 
ceeds  European  safely  limits  by  up  to  60 
times.  The  dan  gets  are  to  be  explained  at  a 
European  CornmfeSon  conference  this 
week  in  Minsk-  Oh  April  26.  1986,  the 


fourth  reactor  at  Chernobyl  exploded, 
spewing  vast  amounts  of  radioactive 
particles  into  the  air  which  then  rained 
down  on  large  swaths  of  Europe. 

The  scientists  now  calculate  that  the 
accident  deposited  380  terabecquerds  of 
strontium  and  plutonium  on  the  flood¬ 
plain.  Over  the  past  decade  this  has 
flooded  six  times  with  another  inundation 
expected  this  spring.  Umberto  Sansone,  of 
the  Italian  Government’s  Environmental 
Protection  Agency,  said  yesterday  that 
each  time  radioactivity  was  being  washed 
and  deposited  into  the  Pripyat  river,  which 
feeds  the  Dnepr.  The  two  rivers  supply 
drinking  water  to  abourt  nine  million 
people  and  irrigation  and  fish  for  a  further 
23  million. 

Dr  Sansone  said  the  threat  was  being 
aggravated  by  underground  dumps  where 
contaminated  parts  of  the  crippled  reactor 
and  radioactive  pine  trees  have  been 
buried.  The  dumps  could  also  leak  into  the 
river  systems  contaminating  them  in  10  to 
15  years  time,  the  scientists  said. 


Kate  Winslet:  performances  marked  by  youthful  passion  have  taken  her  to  the  top 
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A  Titanic 
role  for 
Britain’s 
new  star 

From  Giles  Whitteu. 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 


KATE  WINSLET,  who  has 
been  nominated  for  an  Oscar 
for  her  role  opposite  Emma 
Thompson  in  Sense  and 
Sensibility,  has  vaulted  firm¬ 
ly  into  the  big  time  by 
landing  the  lead  in  Titanic,  a 
$100  million  action  adven¬ 
ture  set  on  the  doomed  liner. 

Miss  Winslet  20,  who  is 
English,  sprang  to  promi¬ 
nence  in  Hollywood  last  year 
with  her  performance  in  the 
New  Zealand  film  Heavenly 
Creatures.  She  will  know  on 
Monday  if  she  has  won  an 
Academy  Award  as  Best 
Supporting  Actress  for  her 
portrayal  of  Marianne 
Dashwood,  the  sensibility  of 
Jane  Austen’s  novel. 

Her  latest  role  appears  to 
require  of  her  the  youthful 
passion  that  has  marked  her 
best  performances,  but  there 
the  similarities  end.  As  Rose 
Dewitt  Baker,  she  plays  an 
aristocratic  young  woman 
driven  by  ennui  and  curios¬ 
ity  to  explore  life  outside  the 
stifling  first-class  upper 
decks  of  the  Titanic. 

The  film  is  to  be  directed 
by  James  Cameron,  an  ac¬ 
tion  and  special  effects  mae¬ 
stro  better  known  for  his 
work  with  the  likes  of  Arnold 
Schwarzenegger  in  True  Lies 
than  with  English  roses. 

Emma  Thompson,  a  previ¬ 
ous  best  actress  Oscar  win¬ 
ner,  is  also  up  for  this  year’s 
best  actress  and  best  adapted 
screenplay  awards.  If  she 
wins  both  it  will  be  the  first 
double  Oscar  of  its  kind. 


Pavarotti 
to  leave 
wife  after 
affair 

By  Richard  Owen 

LUCIANO  PAVAROTTI  yes¬ 
terday  admitted  adultery  with 
his  26-year-old  secretary  and 
announced  that  he  was  sepa¬ 
rating  from  his  wife.  Adua. 
after  35  years  of  marriage. 

However,  in  a  joint  state¬ 
ment  the  Pavarottis  said  that 
divorce  proceedings  were  not 
in  prospect,  and  that  the 
separation  did  not  preclude  a 
reconciliation. 

The  break-up  of  the 
Pavarottis'  marriage  became 
inevitable  after  the  tenor  was 
pictured  on  the  front  cover  of 
the  popular  Italian  magazine 
Chi  last  month  in  a  passion¬ 
ate  clinch  with  his  secretary, 
Nicoletta  Mantovani  while  on 
holiday  in  Barbados. 

After  this  bis  wife  wrote  an 
open  letter  using  her  maiden 
name,  Adua  Veroni,  remind¬ 
ing  Signor  Pavarotti  of  the 
support  family  life  gave  him 
and  warning  him  not  to  make 
a  fool  of  himself  “in  the  sunset 
of  your  career". 

The  affair  persisted,  howev¬ 
er,  and  there  have  been  re¬ 
peated  rumours  that  Signor 
Pavarotti’s  secretary  is  now 
pregnanL 


France  boosts  conscript  force 
to  tackle  violence  in  schools 


FRANCE  will  deploy  more 
than  Z000  extra  conscripts  in 
schools  across  the  country  as 
part  ol  a  package  of  measures 
to  combat  a  rising  tide  of 
violence  in  French  play¬ 
grounds  and  classrooms. 

After  a  series  of  violent 
incidents  at  schools  in  the  past 
three  months,  the  number  of 
conscripts  serving  as  “school 
auxiliary  staff”  would  be  in¬ 
creased  by  Z200,  Francois 
Bayrou,  the  Education  Minis¬ 
ter,  announced  yesterday.  The 
massacre  at  the  school  in  Dun¬ 
blane,  Scotland,  has  also  had 
an  effect 

The  French  Government 
began  posting  plainclothes 
national  servicemen  to  schools 
three  years  ago,  but  the  latest 
move  has  almost  doubled  the 
number  of  conscripts  patrol¬ 
ling  French  schools. 

Most  schools  -in  France  are 
already  equipped  with  surveil¬ 
lance  cameras  and  other  sec- 


FROM  Ben  MACINTYRE  IN  PARIS 

?  urity  measures  but  a  spate  of 
i  recent  attacks  has  heightened 
;  fears  that  schools  in  some  of 
s  the  poorest  neighbourhoods 
f  are  becoming  virtual  “combat 

-  zones”. 

In  Paris  recently,  a  teacher 
t  was  assaulted  and  badly  in- 
l  jured  by  the  parent  of  a  pupil; 
f  during  last  summer’s  wave  of 
I  terrorist  attacks,  a  bomb  was 

-  planted  outside  a  Jewish 
;  school  in  Lyons;  and  last 

■  week,  three  pupils  at  a  school 
;  in  northern  France  built  a 

bomb  and  then  detonated  it  in 
!  a  washroom. 

The  Government  has  also 
t  pledged  to  alter  foe  penal  code 
i  to  make  it  an  offence  to  enter 
i  school  properly  without  au- 
t  foorisation.  and  a  new  tele- 
:  phone  hotline  to  foe  Education 
Ministry  has  been  set  up  for 
battered  teachers. 

■  "The  principle  is  that  there 
should  never  be  impunity  for 
delinquents,  wherever  they  a 


come  from,"  President  Chirac 
declared  yesterday. 

M  Bayrou  also  outlined 
plans  to  train  teachers  in  how 
to  deal  with  violent  pupils  and 
said  special  classes  would  be 
established  in  an  attempt  to 
create  educational  and  work 
opportunities  for  young 
people  who  had  dropped  out 
of  school.  At  a  Cabinet  meet¬ 
ing  yesterday.  M  Chirac  cau¬ 
tiously  welcomed  the  Bayrou 
plan,  but  noted  that  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  “the  ump¬ 
teenth  plan  to  have  no  effect". 

Government  officials  said 
posting  unarmed  national  ser¬ 
vicemen  in  schools  has  proved 
an  effective  deterrent  to  vio¬ 
lence  and  vandalism.  The 
conscripts,  serving  their  ten 
months  of  national  service,  act 
as  auxiliary  staff,  performing 
a  range  of  duties  from  moni¬ 
toring  playgrounds  to  running 
clubs  after  school  hours  and 
acting  as  security  guards. 


Pavarotti:  admitted  his 
adultery  with  secretary 


Plain  Speaking  Home  Insurance 


Wtnt  home 
insurance  without 
being  robbed  ? 


UP  TO 

£25  OFF 

1st  year’s 

Buildings  premiums 


UP  TO 

35%  OFF 

Home  contents 
premiums 


Switch  your  buildings  insurance  from  your  mortgage  lender  and  we’ll  knock 
£25  off  your  1st  year’s  premium.  What’s  more,  if  you  take  out  contents 

insurance  with  Prudential  at  the  same  . ■■ 

time,  you  will  receive  a  15%  discount,  3L .. 

plus  a  further  20%  off  if  you’re  aged  50  \  V  5*--; 
or  over.  With  savings  like  these,  it’s  no  v- ' 
wonder  over  90%  of  our  customers  renewed 

Find  out  how  much  you  could  save.  Gall  now  for  ' 

a  free  quote.  PLUS  a  FREE  home  security  video. 

Talk  to  Prudence. 


Freephone  0800  000  000. 

Lius  are  open  Sam  id  8pm  Monday  id  Friday  and  hom  10am  »  3pm  weekends. 

For  your  protrerioo,  calls  on  this  number  will  be  recoftW-  Please  quote  reference  GAC  260. 
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Perot  hint  of  challenge  for  White  House  sours  Dole  victory  celebrations » 


From  Martin  Fletcher 

in  WASHINGTON 

BOB  DOLE  emerged  yesterday 
with  a  mathematical  lock  on  the 
Republican  presidential  nomina¬ 
tion  for  which  he  had  yearned  so 
long,  hot  he  was  dearly  raided  by 
Ross  Perot's  strongest  hint  yet  that 
he  will  mount  another  bid  for  the 
presidency. 

The  Senate  leader’s  clean  sweep 
of  all  Tuesday’s  four  Midwest 
primaries  carried  him  comfortably 
past  the  9%  delegates  he  required 


to  clinch  a  nomination  he  first 
sought  16  years  ago.  But  even  amid 
the  celebrations  he  disdosed  that 
his  wife  Elizabeth,  had  telephoned 
to  warn  him  of  Mr  Perot’s  latest 
statement  “It  does  concern  me . . . 
it  hdps  Bill  Clinton.” 

The  Texas  billionaire,  who  said 
he  would  run  if  asked  by  his 
fledgeling  Reform  Party  because 
*1  just  can't  sit  here  and  see  things 
deteriorating'’,  won  19  million 

Srodominandy  Republican  votes 
1 1992  with  his  campaign  to  dean 
up  Washington,  balance  the  bud¬ 


get  and  kill  free  trade  agreements, 
and  was  widely  blamed  by  Repub¬ 
licans  for  President  Bush’s  defeat 
A  Gallup  poll  this  week  gave  Mr 
Perot  16  per  cent  support  enough 
to  wreck  Mr  Dole’s  presidential 
hopes  if  he  once  again  split  the 
anti-Clinton  vote,  and  the  Senate 
leader  appealed  to  him  during  a 
television  interview  to  stay  out 
“Ross,  we  are  the  reform  patty. 
Take  a  look  at  your  checklist  take 
a  look  at  what  we  are  trying  to  do 
in  the  Republican  Party.  1  think 
every  issue  you’ve  raised  we  have 


had  or  will  have  a  vote  on  it . . . 
Ross,  what  else  do  you  want?" 

Mr  Dole’s  pleasure  at  securing 
the  nomination  barely  a  month 
after  his  humiliation  in  New 
Hampshire  was  also  tempered  by 
a  dose  reading  of  Tuesday’s  re¬ 
sults  in  the  industrial  Midwest 
which  will  be  November's  most 
crudal  battleground.  He  romped 
home  in  Ohio  and  Illinois,  but  in 
Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  Fat 
Buchanan  won  34  per  cent  of  the 
vote.  That  was  his  highest  in  any 
primary  so  for  and  much  more 


than  he  won  in  either  state  in  his 
19%  campaign.  Exit  polls  showed 
nearly  half  the  voters  believed  Mr 
Dole  lacked  any  new  ideas,  would 
lose  in  November,  and  were  un¬ 
happy  with  the  choice  of  candi¬ 
date.  The  72-year-old  senator  also 
perforated  poorly  among  indepen¬ 
dents  and  those  who  voted  for  Mr 
Perot  in  1991 

Buchanan  aides  used  the  figures 
to  float  foe  bizarre  idea  that  Mr 
Dole  should  ask  the  populist 
conservative  to  be  his  running- 
male  because  he  alone  could 


galvanise  foe  bluKoliar  Reagan 
Democrats’'.  Greg  Mueller.  Mr 
Buchanan’s  spokesman,  said: 
“They  ought  to  consider  it  if  they 
want  to  win.”  He  also  gave  a 
warning  that  Mr  Buchanan  might 
run  as  an  independent  if  Mr  Dole 
ignored  his  platform.  There  is 
immense  pressure  on  Pat,  not  only 
among  some  senior  aides  here  at 
the  campaign,  but  also  among  our 
grassroots  activists  and  the  grass¬ 
roots  leadership.  They’re  saying. 
'Don’t  endorse  Dole,  and  run  third 
party*.’ 


Mr  Dole  showed  no  inclination 
to  bargain  with  Mr  Buchanan  and 
focused  exclusively  on  Mr  Clinton. 
He  told  cheering  supporters  at  a 
packed  victory  party  in  a  Washing¬ 
ton  hotel  foal  November’s  election 
would  be  a  dear  choice  between  “a 
candidate  who  will  fight  for 
change  and  a  candidate  who  will 
campaign  for  change  then  fight  for 
the  status  quo".  He  added:  The 
fall  campaign  is  under  way.  It’s 
230  days  to  defeating  Clinton." 

Photograph,  page  24 


Drug-resistant  TB 
‘is  likely  to  kill 
tens  of  millions’ 


A  DRUG-RESISTANT  form 
of  tuberculosis,  in  which  body 
tissue  takes  on  the  appearance 
of  cheese,  is  poised  to  kill  tens 
of  millions  of  people  across  the 
world,  according  to  the  World 
Health  Organisation. 

The  new'  plague,  which  will 
be  far  more  widespread  and 
devastating  than  Aids,  is  “only 
a  whisker  away”,  the  WHO 
will  announce  in  London  to¬ 
day.  because  warnings  about 
the  global  threat  hum  the 
disease  made  three  years  ago 
have  been  largely  ignored. 

The  strain  of  foe  disease, 
which  is  airborne  and  there¬ 
fore  far  more  contagious  than 
Aids,  has  infected  people  in 
London  and  New  York,  as 
well  as  in  the  developing 
world.  Dr  Joel  Almeida,  medi¬ 
cal  officer  for  the  WHO's 
Global  Tuberculosis  Pro¬ 
gramme.  said  yesterday:  “No 
one  is  safe:  even  foe  Queen  is 
not  immune.  You  cannot  pro¬ 
tect  yourself  by  wearing  a 
condom.” 

Tuberculosis  is  expected  to 
kill  30  million  people  this 
decade,  according  to  the  org¬ 
anisation.  After  decades  in 
remission,  the  disease  is  epi¬ 
demic  in  parts  of  Russia  and  is 
spreading  worldwide,  the 
WHO  said. 

Merlin,  the  British  medical 
relief  agency  that  is  helping  to 
fight  an  epidemic  in  Chech- 
enia  and  Siberia,  has  issued  a 
warning  that  the  drug-resis¬ 
tant  strains  of  TB  are  emerg¬ 
ing  because  many  infected 
people  are  not  completing 
courses  of  antibiotics.  If  pa- 


By  Eve-Ann  Prentice 

tients  abandon  their  treatment 
half  way  through  foe  six- 
month  course,  the  bacilli  sur¬ 
vive  and  develop  immunity. 

“If  the  multi-drug-resistant 
strain  becomes  predominant, 
we  will  be  back  in  pre- 
antibiotic  days,”  Dr  Almeida 
said.  “Ail  we  will  be  able  to  do 
is  pray  and  send  people  off  to 
sanitariums  like  we  did  in  the 
last  century.  There  will  be 
nowhere  to  hide  except  per¬ 
haps  go  to  foe  moon.  Eight  out 

C  In  a  big  out¬ 
break,  all  we 
will  be  able  to 
do  is  pray  and 
send  people  to 
sanitoriums  5 


of  ten  people  catching  the 
disease  contract  the  pulmo¬ 
nary  form,  but  this  can  affect 
anywhere:  spine  or  the  brain, 
which  sends  you  mad.  A 
patient's  body  tissue  suffers 
caseating  necrosis,  which  is 
from  the  Latin  for  turning  to 
cheese,  so  healthy  tissue  be¬ 
comes  cheesy  and  patients 
begin  to  cough  it  up.  Some 
drown  in  their  own  blood." 

Today  in  a  press  conference 
drawing  attention  to  the  threat 
in  the  run-up  to  World  TB  Day 
on  Sunday.  Merlin  joins  foe 
WHO  in  pressing  govern¬ 
ments  and  non-governmental 


organisations  to  spend  more 
money  on  a  campaign  to  curb 
the  drug-resistant  strain 
through  a  treatment  known  as 
DOTS,  Directly  Observed 
Treatment,  Short  course,  in 
which  health  workers  ensure 
that  patients  complete  their 
antibiotic  courses.  World  TB 
Day  will  also  be  marked  by  a 
religious  service  conducted  by 
a  former  TB  sufferer.  Arch¬ 
bishop  Desmond  Tutu,  in 
Cape  Town.  President  Man¬ 
dela  of  South  Africa  also 
contracted  the  disease  while 
he  was  a  prisoner. 

A  third  of  the  world's  popu¬ 
lation  is  infected  by  TB  which 
causes  more  than  a  quarter  of 
avoidable  adult  deaths  in  the 
developing  world,  the  WHO 
says.  It  predicts  that  300 
million  people  will  become 
infected  in  the  next  ten  years 
and,  without  treatment  each 
victim  will  infect  ten  to  15 
others  every  year. 

The  WHO  wants  the 
world’s  governments  to  invest 
$500  million  (£326  million)  a 
year  to  fight  the  threat  The 
organisation  estimates  that 
that  would  save  the  lives  of 
three  million  breadwinners.  * 
or  EI5.6  billion  a  year. 

“People  looking  to  invest  in 
the  emerging  new  global  mar¬ 
kets  are  only  a  plane  ride 
away  from  disaster,"  Dr  Al¬ 
meida  said.  The  scale  of  the 
problem  is  far  more  vast  than 
people  seem  to  realise.  One  big 
outbreak,  and  you  will  have 
governments  scrambling  to  do 
something  about  it  but  it  will 
be  too  late." 
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Residents  of  a  Dhaka  slum  area 
watch  from  foe  safety  of  river 
shallows  as  their  homes  burn  yester¬ 
day.  The  disaster,  which  may  have 
been  started  by  an  overturned  stove, 
left  thousands  of  people  homeless  in 
foe  Bangladeshi  capital.  To  add  to 


--  v.-.fi  i_ .  -a  * $ 

-  -  -  -  'JSA.5t2-.5r -•!' ? ' 


Thousands  homeless  after  fire 

their  troubles,  soldiers  built  bunkers  (Ahmed  Fazl  writes).  In  foe  nation's 
and  mounted  heavy  guns  in  strategic  second  city.  Chittagong,  armoured 
positions  in  foe  aty  as  foe  country  lorries  left  foe  garrison  to  secure  a 
slipped  further  into  political  chaos  main  road  linking  foe  two  cities.  Op¬ 


position  activists  have  held  foe  port 
virtually  under  siege  for  foe  past  two 
weeks.  Strikes  are  part  of  an  opposi¬ 
tion  campaign,  led  by  foe  Awami 
League,  to  bring  down  foe  ruling 
Bangladesh  Nationalist  Parly  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  Begum  Khali  da  Zia. 


Murder  victim  tapes  final  minutes 


From  Quentin  Letts  in  new york 


A  WOMAN  who  was  abduct¬ 
ed  at  gunpoint  in  the  United 
States  managed  to  switch  on  a 
tape  recorder  in  her  handbag 
and  record  foe  last  minutes  of 
her  life. 

Her  actions  provided  police 
with  a  record  of  the  gunman’s 
voice  and  personal  details  and 
her  desperate  attempts  to  talk 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES 


A  STAR 
IS  BORN 


At  long  last  the  Hubble  Space  Telescope  is  living  up  to 
expectations,  sending  back  information  that  is  rewriting  the  history 
of  the  universe  and  spectacular  pictures  such  as  this  of  foe 
formation  of  stars  in  foe  Eagle  nebula  seven  millennia  ago  ^  -iV 

In  the  Magazine  on  Sunday,  Peter  Millar  charts  foe  astonishing 
work  done  by  astronauts  and  astronomers  which  put  foe  Hubble 

project  back  on  course 


him  out  of  his  folly.  She  foiled, 
however,  and  was  suffocated. 

The  24-minute  tape,  part  of 
which  has  been  released  by 
New  Jersey  police,  shows  that 
in  her  final  moments  Kathleen 
Weinstein  thought  she  had 
succeeded  in  persuading  the 
gunman  to  leave  her  un¬ 
harmed.  Showing  remarkable 
calm,  she  told  foe  youth  he 
was  making  a  mistake  and 
promised  not  to  tell  anyone 
about  him  if  he  let  her  go.  She 
also  gleaned  his  first  name, 
age,  and  details  of  his  past 

In  excerpts  released  by  the 
police,  a  steady-voiced  Mrs 
Weinstein.  45,’  told  her  assail¬ 
ant  “Don’t  you  understand, 
though,  what  kind  of  trouble 
you  are  going  to  get  in?  Don’t 
you  think  they're  going  to  find 
you?  You  haven’t  done  any¬ 
thing  yet.  All  you  have  to  do  is 
let  me  go  and  take  my  car.” 


Russians 
blunder 
in  space 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 

AMERICAN  scientists  have 
worked  out  why  a  satellite 
they  launched  with  Russia 
foiled  after  only  one  day  in 
orbit  foe  Russians  had  wired 
up  the  solar  panels  foe  wrong 
way  round. 

Instead  of  charging  foe 
batteries  on  the  £45  million 
satellite,  the  panels  dis¬ 
charged  them.  “It's  always  the 
simple  stuff  that  kills  you." 
said  Dr  James  Cantrell,  in 
charge  of  the  mission  at  Utah 
State  University. 

The  satellite,  called  Skip¬ 
per,  was  designed  to  stay  in 
orbit  for  30  days  to  test  its 
ability  to  defect  and  identify 
incoming  missiles,  as  part  of  a 
space  defence  system.  The 
Pentagon  paid  for  it 
Dr  Cantrell  declined  to 
blame  the  Russians.  “It’s  not 
that  they’re  stupid,"  he  said, 
admitting  that  his  own  scien¬ 
tists  foiled  to  detect  It 
The  debacle  is  not  the  only 
problem  clouding  US-Rus- 
sian  relations  in  space.  After 
two  link-ups  between  an 
American  shuttle  and  foe 
Russian  space  station  Mir, 
and  with  a  third  planned  this 
week,  they  are  arguing  over 
who  wfll  command  foe  space 
station  once  it  is  built 


Mrs  Weinstein,  a  teacher, 
was  abducted  in  the  car  park 
of  a  shopping  mall  where  she 
had  stopped  to  buy  a 
sandwich. 

Police  have  arrested  a  17- 
year-old,  named  by  a  news¬ 
paper  as  Michael  LaSane. 
Last  Thursday’s  attack  took 
place  on  the  day  before  his 
17th  birthday,  when  he  alleg¬ 
edly  went  to  look  for  a  car  for 
his  birthday  present.  Investi¬ 
gators  believe  be  took  a  fancy 
to  Mrs  Weinstein’s  red  1995 
Toyota  Canny. 

At  one  point  on  the  tape. 
Mrs  Weinstein  appeared  to 
crack  under  the  strain.  She 
regained  her  composure  to 
press  on.  her  abductor  the 
consequences  of  his  actions. 
“Do  you  really  want  that  on 
your  head?  Hijacking  a  car 
and  leaving  somebody?"  She 
also  told  him  about  her  hus¬ 


band  and  six-year-old  son. 
and  of  her  desire  to  foster  a 
child. 

The  gunman's  answers  will 
not  be  made  public  until  the 
case  reaches  court,  but  Mrs 
Weinstein’s  part  of  the  dia¬ 
logue  continued:  “Why  don’t 
you  just  start  all  over  again 
and  not  take  the  car  and  let  me 
drive  you  somewhere?  You’ll 
be  safe  and  you  won’t  have  to 
get  in  trouble.  Whatever  trou¬ 
ble  you  Ye  in,  you  didn’t  add  to 
it  yet,  right?” 

The  last  words  were  proved 
sadly  wrong.  Mrs  Weinstein’s 
body  was  found,  hands  and 
feet  bound,  in  a  copse  near  her 
home  in  Tinton  Falls.  New 
Jersey. 

She  had  been  suffocated 
with  her  coat  In  its  pocket  was 
foe  tape,  which  she  had  man¬ 
aged  to  transfer  from  her 
handbag. 


Video  ruling 
for  Clinton 

Washington:  A  judge  yester¬ 
day  spared  President  Clinton 
the  embarrassment  of  a  per¬ 
sonal  appearance  at  foe  trial 
of  his  former  Arkansas  busi¬ 
ness  partners,  ruling  that  b/ 
could  give  evidence  on  video1 
tape  (Martin  Fletcher  writes). 

However,  Judge  George 
Howard  refused  foe  Presi¬ 
dent's  request  for  advance 
notice  of  foe  questions. 

Mr  Clinton’s  testimony  was 
demanded  by  Jim  and  Susan 
McDougal,  foe  Clintons'  for¬ 
mer  partners  in  the  White- 
water  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion.  who  have  been  charged 
with  fraud  and  conspiracy. 

They  want  foe  President  to 
rebut  a  claim  by  David  Hale 
that  as  Arkansas  Governor 
Mr  Clinton  put  pressure  on 
him  to  make  an  improper 
$300,000  (£196,000)  loan  to 
Mrs  McDougal  from  a  small 
business  programme. 
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On  Everest  windows ,  doors 
and  Roojline  products.  ^ 

CALL  US  TODAY 

For  a  warmer,  quieter,  more  secure  home 

Now  is  the  perfect  time  to  invest  in  the  best.  Because  you 
will  qualify  for  an  amazing  offer  -  up  to  30%*  off  Everest’s 
complete  range  of  home  improvement  products. 

The  Full  Range 

This  offer  applies  to  all  our  product  range  -  replacement 
windows,  doors  and  Roofline  -  gutters,  soffits, 
fasrias,  cladding,  bargeboards  and  drainpipes.  It  ^ 
even  applies  to  Heatlok  Plus,  which  saves  twice  ! 
as  much  heat  as  regular  double  glazing  and  keeps 
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You  only  fit  double  grazing  emee,  »o  fit  the  best  -  Everest. 

*  0f^£f2fe;-DepC°d*?,t  ?*  °tdCT  vaine-  No*  h  «wl  in  wuli  |ldlLT 

Mhw ^counBjpply  w  conservatories.  Offer  open  for  a  fished  period  md* 


Call  Free  0800  010123 


A  GARDENING  VIDEO  FOR  JUST  £1.98 


THE  SUNDAY  TIMES  IS  THE  SUNDAY  PAPERS 


Car 

insurance 
over  £300? 

Col!  Admiral  now 

0800  600  800 


ADMIRAL 


\/¥7  C?  Ed  tike  to  save 
JL  Xl^up  to  30%' on  Namc; Mr/Mt 
replacement  windows,  doors  Home  Te|  No 
and  Roofline  products.  Address _ 


3  Everest 

Si  FIT  THE  BEST 

-Everest  House,  FREEPOST. 
Cnffley,  Herts  EN6  4YA. 


'*»  I 


t. 


4 


iu5U> 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 1996 


OVERSEAS  NEWS  17 


.  < 


Mandela  financial 
offer  spurned  as 
Winnie  fights  on 


From  Inigo  Gilmore  in  Johannesburg 


WINNIE  MANDELA  said 
yesterday  that  she  would 
challenge  a  court  order  grant¬ 
ing  President  Mandela  a  di¬ 
vorce,  just  hours  after  he 
offered  her  an  out-of-court 
financial  settlement. 

The  South  African  leader's 
initiative  followed  a  rejection 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mrs 
Mandela’s  claim  to  half  his 
estate,  estimated  by  one  news¬ 
paper  at  about  £6.6  million. 
She  failed  to  appear  in  court  or 
to  send  a  lawyer. 

On  Tuesday  a  judge  upheld 
Mr  Mandela's  daim  that  the 
marriage  had  irretrievably 
broken  down,  and  ordered 
Mrs  Mandela  to  pay  legal 
costs.  Her  request  for  an 
adjournment  after  dismissing 
her  lawyers  was  rejected  by 
the  court  as  a  ploy. 

In  a  statement  issued 
through  his  lawyers  yester¬ 
day,  Mr  Mandela  said:  “I'm 
glad  that  the  case  is  over  and 
regret  that  my  ex-wife  could 
not  bring  herself  to  negotiate 
an  amicable  settlement  It 
would  have  saved  us  both  and 
our  children  much  pain.” 

However.  Mrs  Mandela  lat¬ 
er  indictated  that  there  may  be 
more  pain  to  come.  In  her  first 
public  comment  since  the  di¬ 
vorce  was  granted,  she  said 
she  was  seeking  legal  advice 
on  whether  she  could  take  the 
matter  to  the  highest  court  in 
South  Africa,  the  Constitution¬ 


al  Court.  “Once  it  became 
apparent  that  the  court  expect¬ 
ed  me  to  conduct  my  own 
defence,  despite  my  humble 
request  for  an  opportunity  to 
enable  preparation,  it  seemed 
the  only  appropriate  remedy 
for  me  to  enforce  my  constitu¬ 
tional  rights  to  a  fair  trial  will 
lie  with  the  Constitutional 
Court,"  she  said.  “It  is  dis¬ 
heartening  for  me,  as  it  must 
be  for  millions  of  women  and 
men  who  expect  a  democracy 
entails  that  fairness  and  jus¬ 
tice  would  rank  far  higher 
than  an  obdurate  adherence  to 
rules  of  procedure." 

There  is  speculation  over 
why  Mrs  Mandela  is  contin¬ 
uing  to  resist  the  divorce. 
Some  say  it  is  for  revenge, 
others  believe  she  fears  loss  of 
power  and  influence.  A  dose 
family  friend  said:  “Her  resis¬ 
tance  to  the  divorce  is  a  way  of 
vindicating  herself  and  restor¬ 
ing  her  dignity.  It  is  that  she  is 
fighting  for." 

If  that  is  the  case,  however, 
it  seems  to  have  backfired. 
Evidence  in  court  has  high¬ 
lighted  her  infidelities  and 
spendthrift  ways.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  yesterday  submitted  new 
papers  in  court  describing  her 
as  a  big  spender  living  beyond 
her  means. 

The  papers  showed  that  Mr 
Mandela  gave  her  more  titan 
three  million  rands  (more 
than  £550.000)  between  Febru¬ 


ary  1990  and  June  1995.  The 
highest  amount  listed  was 
600,000  rands  for  Mrs 
Mandela's  mansion  in  an  area 
of  Soweto  dubbed  Beverly 
Hills,  which  she  came  dose  to 
losing  after  defaulting  on 
mortgage  repayments. 

Another  552.000  rands  was 
for  the  legal  costs  of  her 
kidnapping  trial  after  the  kill¬ 
ing  of  Stompie  Moeketsi 
Seipei.  a  teenage  activist 

Mr  Mandela’s  original  affi¬ 
davit  disclosed  that  while  his 
ex- wife  earns  16.000  rands  a 
month  as  an  ANC  MP,  she 
spends  107.000. 

The  papers  also  show  that 
Mr  Mandela  lavished  gifts  on 
their  two  daughters,  spending 
996,000  rands  buying  them 
houses,  cars  and  paying  for 
their  children's  schooling.  It 
has  been  suggested  that,  de¬ 
spite  claims  about  his  wealth, 
Mr  Mandela  does  not  have  a 
large  amount  of  disposable 
income  A  third  of  his  income 
goes  to  a  children’s  fund  and 
his  two  homes  are  thought  to 
be  owned  by  the  ANC.  Yet  the 
documents  show  that  he  has 
spent  about  four  million  rands 
on  three  family  members  over 
tiie  past  five  years. 

Despite  her  position.  Mrs 
Mandela  is  dearly  determined 
to  fight  on.  A  friend  said:  “She 
is  strong  and  determined  to 
fight  hack.  You  can't  put  a  lion 
down." 


Kenneth  Clarke  greets  “Mr  Lover  Man",  encased  in  a  condom  to  promote  Aids  awareness,  in  Soweto  yesterday 

Relaxed  Clarke  practises  safe  politics 


By  Inigo  Gilmore 


WHILE  Kenneth  Clarke's 
“friends"  hint  that  he  might 
resign  over  a  commitment  to 
hold  a  referendum  on  the 
European  single _  currency, 
thousands  of  miles  way  in 
South  Africa  yesterday  he 
showed  his  determination  to 
enjoy  the  perks  of  office. 

Except  for  his  pinstripe  suit, 
the  chortling  Chancellor 
might  have  been  mistaken  for 
any  middle-aged  British  tour¬ 
ist  on  a  visit  to  Soweto. 
Soaking  up  the  sunshine,  the 
paunchy  minister  went  on  a 


jolly  walkabout  yesterday 
morning,  sampling  cold 
drinks,  nibbling  snacks  and 
joking  with  residents. 

The  Chancellor,  who  has  a 
knack  of  including  lard  watch¬ 
ing  on  foreign  visits,  is  on  a 
fact-finding  mission  for  Brit¬ 
ish  business.  He  has  been 
accompanied  by  ten  executives 
from  leading  companies  to 
discuss  business  opportunities 
and  privatisation.  . 

Mr  Clarke  was  in  Soweto  to 
see  some  of  the  projects  sup¬ 
ported  by  British  aid.  These 


include  The  Lambeth  Walk,  a 
row  of  small  business 
premises  constructed  with 
British  help  ,  and  the  Social 
Marketing  of  Condoms  Pro¬ 
jects.  a  programme  to  reduce 
the  spread  of  Aids. 

After  an  uncertain  welcome 
from  a  giant  yellow  condom 
called  “Mr  Lover  Man",  his 
first  port  of  call  was  Classique 
Marketing,  a  hair  products 
shop.  Then  he  was  off  again, 
bouncing  along  the  sidewalk 
before  ducking  into  the  fish 
and  chip  shop  next  door.  Mr 


Clarke's  eyes  widened  and 
girth  swelled.  “Real  chips."  he 
exclaimed  to  bystanders. 

But  the  Chancellor  was  not 
shirking  his  duties.  He  had 
intelligent  questions  and  kind 
words  for  everybody,  from  an 
inebriated  tramp  to  the  large 
black  female  builder  laying 
bricks. 

Happily  the  Chancellor  has 
a  few  more  days  before  return¬ 
ing  to  the  Treasury.  Last  night 
he  left  for  Zimbabwe  where  he 
will  meet  government  officials 
—  and  a  few  feathered  friends. 


Consul  is 
held  in 
babies  for 
sale  probe 

By  Christopher  Walker 


JORDAN  announced  yester¬ 
day  that  it  had  arrested  Sri 
Lanka’s  honorary  consul  as 
part  of  an  investigation  into 
the  sale  of  illegitimate  babies 
of  Sri  Lankan  maids  to  child¬ 
less  couples  around  the  world. 

Judicial  sources  in  Amman 
said  the  babies  were  sold  for 
between  £5,000  to  E6500  each, 
but  would  not  disclose  the 
number  of  children  involved. 
There  are  an  estimated  16,000 
Sri  Lankans  in  the  Hashemite 
kingdom,  mainly  working  as 
maids  for  about  £65  a  month. 

Government  officials  said 
Tawfiq  Abu  Khajil,  a  leading 
Jordanian  businessman  who 
serves  as  honorary  consul, 
faced  an  investigation  on  sev¬ 
eral  charges.  He  is  currently 
in  hospital  after  complaining 
of  heart  pains. 

Diplomatic  sources  in  Am¬ 
man  believe  that  the  case 
could  have  links  to  other  parts 
of  the  Middle  East.  In  Colom¬ 
bo.  the  Sri  Lankan  Foreign 
Ministry  told  Reuter  that  it 
was  aware  of  the  case,  but  had 
no  details. 

Some  Sri  Lankan  maids  m 
Jordan,  made  pregnant  by 
their  employers  or  lovers, 
have  been  forced  to  return 
home  with  the  child  after 
standing  trial  for  conceiving 
out  of  wedlock.  Under  Jorda¬ 
nian  law.  adoption  is  permit¬ 
ted.  regardless  of  nationality, 
but  under  tight  restrictions. 

It  was  unclear  last  night 
whether  any  British  families 
were  involved. 


Raid  on  Ugandan  village  leaves  34  dead 


From  Sam  Kjley 
IN  NAIROBI 

CHRISTIAN  extremists,  backed  by  Su¬ 
dan's  radical  Islamic  regime,  killed  34 
people  and  kidnapped  58  others  in  a  raid 
on  a  north  Ugandan  village.  The  attack 
put  the  death  toll  in  an  upsurge  of 
violence  by  the  Lord’s  Resistance  Army  in 
the  past  fortnight  at  more  than  200. 

The  raid  on  Pabo  village,  230  miles 
north  of  Kampala,  the  Ugandan  capital, 
occurred  as  Islamic  militants  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  Sudan  took  control  of  die 
People's  Congress  in  genera]  elections. 
TThe  success  in  the  elections  of  Hassan 
al-Turabi,  chairman  of  the  Popular 
Islamic  Conference,  his  deputy,  Ibrahim 
al-Sanousi,  and  Ali  Osman  Hohammed 
Taha,  the  Foreign  Minister,  puts  the 


National  Islamic  Front  at  the  centre  of 
parliamentary  power  and  erodes  the 
executive  authority  of  Omar  al-Bashir, 
who  won  the  presidential  contest 

Their  victory  is  likely  to  lead  to  greater 
backing  for  the  Lord’s  Resistance  Army 
despite  the  Khartoum  Government's 
daim  that  it  lends  support  to  the  rebel - 
Sudan  People's  Liberation  Army  (SETA). 

Angered  by  the  raids.  President 
Museveni  of  Uganda  vowed  this  week  to 
wipe  out  the  force  within  six  months.  He 
accused  Khartoum  of  backing  the  group 
which  wants  to  set  up  a  regime  in  Uganda 
based  on  The  Ten  Commandments. 

The  Lord’S  Resistance  Army,  formed  in 
1987  by  a  self-prod  aimed  prophetess. 
Alice  Lakwena.  has  a  reputation  for 
brutality.  Those  who  reject  it  have  their 
lips  cut  off  with  secateurs.  Its  “soldiers" 


have  gone  into  battle  holding  sticks  that 
Ms  Lakwena  d aimed  would  turn  into 
weapons.  They  also  rubbed  on  their 
bodies  oil  that  Ms  Lakwena  had  blessed, 
claiming  that  it  would  turn  bullets  to 
water.  However,  her  inability  to  turn  oil 
into  battle  armour  led  to  President 
Museveni  driving  the  group  out  of 
Uganda  in  1990.  and  its  high-priestess 
into  exile  in  Kenya. 

Khartoum,  stung  by  Uganda's  covert 
backing  for  the  SPLA,  has  rearmed  the 
Lord's  Resistance  Army,  which  crossed 
back  into  Uganda  this  year  with  500 
soldiers.  They  have  teamed  up  with  a 
force  already  in  the  country.  led  by  Joseph 
Kony,  their  new  high-priest.  The  group 
has  kept  the  Ugandan  Army  an  the  run, 
recently  ambushing  a  17-vehide  convey 
and  killing  more  than  150  people. 


Dunblane’s 

sympathy 

Manila:  The  people  of 
Dunblane  have  sent  their 
condolences  to  the  Philip¬ 
pines  alter  a  disco  fire  in 
Manila  killed  151  people, 
mainly  students,  the  British 
Embassy  said  yesterday. 

Philippine  investigators 
are  trying  to  establish  the 
cause  of  the  blaze  at  the 
Ozone  disco  in  the  Quezon 
City  district  on  Tnesday. 

Yesterday  the  Philippine 
Government  barred  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  disco  from  leaving 
the  country  and  said  anyone 
found  to  be  negligent  over  the 
fire  would  face 
charges.  (Reuter) 


Israelis  destroy ‘terror  homes’ 


From  Christopher  Walker 

IN  JERUSALEM 

THREE  Palestinian  family 
homes  in  the  occupied  West 
Bank  were  demolished  by  Is¬ 
raeli  security  forces  yesterday. 

The  action,  despite  protests 
by  Israeli  human  rights 
groups,  was  pari  of  an  opera¬ 
tion  to  destiny  the  homes  of 
seven  Islamic  suicide  bombers 
and  their  accomplices. 

As  the  sappera  blew  up  the 
home  of  Ibrahim  Sarahneh. 
who  killed  one  person  in  a 
suicide  attack  in  Ashkelon  on 
February  25.  thousands  of 
residents  of  al-Fhwwar  refu¬ 
gee  camp  where  he  lived  were 


herded  on  to  a  nearby  hill.  The 
Palestinians  shouted  “God  is 
greatest"  and  threw  stones  at 
Israeli  troops,  who  responded 
with  rubber  bullets  and  live 
ammunition  before  a  bulldoz¬ 
er  flattened  the  remains  of  the 
two-storey  house. 

“This  is  a  collective  punish¬ 
ment  which  does  not  solve  the 
problems  of  Jews  and  Arabs 
and  does  not  serve  the  peace 
process,"  said  Adnan  Ghat- 
ash  eh,  35,  a  resident  of  the 
squalid  camp  near  Hebron. 

Soon  after  he  spoke,  another 
house  in  the  camp  was  blown 
up.  It  belonged  to  Majdi  Abu 
Ward  eh,  who  killed  25  people 
in  the  first  of  two  attacks  on 


Jerusalem's  ill-fated  Number 
18  bus  line.  The  families  of 
both  dead  bombers  are  now 
living  in  tents  provided  fay  the 
International  Red  Cross. 

Cabinet  ministers  say  the 
demolitions  are  likely  to  be 
followed  in  the  next  few  days 
by  the  deportation  of  senior 
suspected  members  of  Ha¬ 
mas.  the  Islamic  Resistance 
Movement. 

□  Gaza:  A  court  here  has 
sentenced  three  Palestinian 
men  to  hang  for  murdering  a 
moneychanger.  They  have  ten 
days  to  appeal.  It  is  the  first 
time  that  judges  in  the  self- 
ruled  area  have  imposed  the 
death  penalty.  (Reuter) 


From  just  £30 


he  RAC 
vers  y< 


car. 


Rom  jusf  £30  for  o  full  12  monlhs'  cover,  no  one 
offers  you  more  security  on  the  road  than  the  RAC: 

■  RAC  Rescue  covers  you,  not  your  car.  So  now 

you  can  cull  on  us  whenever  you  need  fast 
roadside  assistance,  even  when  you're  simply 
a  passenger  in  someone  else's  car. 

■  Roadside  Rescue.  In  more  than  8  out  of  10 
cases,  our  patrols  can  fix  cars  on  the  spot. 
Otherwise,  they'll  tow  you  to  a  nearby  garage, 
free  of  charge. 

■  Accident  Service.  A  replacement  car,  free  legal 
advice,  plus  well  deal  with  your  insurers. 


phone  free  today  on 

0800  029  029 

OR  INTERNET 
http!//www.rac-co.uk/ 


■  Theft  and  Vandalism  Cover.  If  your  car's  stolen 
or  can't  be  driven  because  of  vandalism,  we'll 
remove  it  to  a  nearby  garage  or  secure  area. 

■  Battery  Assist.  A  new  battery  on  the  spot. 

Whatever  service  you  use,  callouts  ond  our  labour 
are  free  -  you  only  poy  for  parts. 

You  con  also  tailor  your  cover  to  meet  your  needs, 
with  the  option  to  take  out  Joint  and  Family  Cover  or 
add  our  'At  Home'  service. 

Don't  wait  until  you  break  down.  Rnd  out  how  to  join 
the  RAC  today- 


YES  - 1  want  to  join  the  RAC 

Please  tell  me  how  I  eon  join  from  just  £30* 

Mt/WMos/Ms  - - 


n 

i 


Address 


ftjjfcode 


Telephone 


Send  to:  RAC  Rescue,  FREPOSt 
fcfctol  BS38  7AU.  Wo  ih-np  neododj 

ON  E30  i  |CU  m  te  Goalmwe  Ciwft  Card  Aitfmr 

Mmfe  -  fiUor  B*d  -  fa-  -  5m.  Surd*  lOn  -  ip* 

ffrooMj382007/wn 


It’s  nothing  to  what 
you’ll  save  later 


Right  now,  if  you  replace  your  central  heating 
boiler  with  one  of  die  latest  condensing  types,  you’ll 
receive  £100  cashback.’ 

A  ddy  sum  by  anyone’s  reckoning.  But  nothing 
compared  to  the  savings  you’ll  mate  in  the  future. 

Condensing  boilers  bum  15  to  20  per  cent  less 
gas  or  oil  than  conventional  boilers.  Putting  money  in 
your  pocket,  year  after  year. 

Condensing  boilers  aren't  the  only  energy 
saving  ideas  on  special  offer  at  the  moment,  either. 

Cashback  offers  are  also  available  for  up¬ 
grading  your  hearing  controls.  Cutting  your  fuel  bill  by 
up  to  a  further  15  to  20  per  cent. 

So  why  not  catch  them  while  you  can? 

Every  one  will  add  to  die  warmth  and  comfort 
of  yon  r  home. 

And,  as  well  as  saving  money,  you'll  also  be 
helping  to  save  the  environment. 

'CawanMBiriMtaBrSwMlhRMiii 

QMmwBrn«Eimot«n 


Yes,  1  am  eager  to  condense  my  hearing  bills  by  15  to 
20  per  cent  Please  send  me  details  of  cashback  on 
condensing  boilers,  heating  controls  and  other 
money-saving  ideas.  Call  ( local  rate)  0345  023005 
or  send  this  coupon  w 

Energy  Saving  Trim,  PO  Bax  145,  Birmingham,  B11  1BR. 
Name  dnc/wmisi 
Address 


Postcode 


Q  Please  tick  if  you  would  like  us  to 
send  you  any  further  information 
in  the  future. 

WASTING  ENERGY 
COSTS  THE  EARTH 

Issued  by  the  Departmert  of  the  Environment 
in  asaorianon  with  The  friwgr  Tns 
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How  technology  keeps  a  former  MP  hearty 


Staying  the  pace 


FORMER  Conservative  Mem-  ’  ' 

bers  of  Parliament  who  contin¬ 
ue  to  take  an  interest  in  politics 
become  Dinosaurs.  The  Dino¬ 
saurs  is  a  dining  dub  which 
meets  a  Few  times  a  year,  where 
.  members  renew  old  friendships, 
listen  to  ministerial  speeches 
and  offer  advice  and  critidsm. 

Percy  Grieve  QC,  who  was  the  _ _ _ 

Member  for  Solihull  for  20  MEDICAL 
years,  is  a  Dinosaur  who  cde-  RDIFET\ir; 
brafes  his  81st  birthday  this  DKltflNU 

week.  At  the  recent  dinner  he  - » 

was  as  sprightly  as  ever,  Mr  Dr  Thomas 
Grieve’s  continuing  'interest  in  _  -  A 

politics  and  the  law,  and  indeed  otUtlSiOrG 
his  life,  is  only  possible  because  -  - 

his  heartbeat  is  maintained  at 
an  effective  rate  by  a  pacemaker.  He  had  his  ligbt-h< 
first  pacemaker  fitted  20  years  ago  and  is  plete  h 
now  on  his  seventh.  Each  has  been  more  consdc 
reliable  and  efficient  than  its  predecessor,  acute  ti 
The  early  ones  delivered  a  steady,  fixed  heart  As  N 
rate  but  his  present  device  ensures  a  rate  now  r 
which  varies  according  to  demand,  if  he  batteri< 
takes  exercise,  it  quickens  to  compensate.  electric 

Nature  provides  a  healthy  heart  with  its  The 
own  pacemaker  the  sinuatrial  node.  The  recogni 
electrical  impulse  which  keeps  the  chambers  adjust ; 
of  the  heart  beating  in  sequence  and  at  a  mFor  d 
suitable  rate  arises  in  the  sinuatrial  node  and  (he  Bri 
spreads  across  the  heart  along  a  conduction  Street.  L 


•  Hi  system  called  the  bundle  of  His. 
In  heart-block  this  conduction 
system  transmits  the  impulse 
too  slowly  and  the  atria,  the 
collection  chambers,  may  beat 
out  of  phase  with  the  pumping 
chambers,  the  ventricles.  If  the 
heart-block  is  complete,  the  atria 
and  ventricles  brat  at  entirely 
differentiates. 

CAL  Damage  to  the  conduction 

jiap  system  can  follow  heart  disease. 

Less  often  it  is  caused  by  an 

-  abnormality  of  the  heart  muscle 

,m9C  or  by  myocarditis  —  inflamma- 

j  tion  of  the  heart 

lord  Some  patients  may  not  notice 

-  -If  a  minor  degree  of  heart-block, 
while  others  will  complain  of 
ligbt-hradedness  or  fainting  attacks.  Com¬ 
plete  heartblock  can  cause  sudden  loss  of 
consciousness  and  may  lead  to  a  stroke  or 
acute  heart  failure. 

As  Mr  Grieve  has  found,  pacemakers  are 
now  more  reliable,  have  longer-lasting 
batteries  and  are  less  affected  by  proximity  to 
electrical  gadgetry  than  they  were. 

The  most  expensive  models  can  even 
recognise  a  potentially  fatal  rhythm  and 
adjust  accordingly. 

•  For  demits  about  pacemakers,  send  an  sute  to 
the  British  Heart  Foundation,  14  Fitzharding 
Street.  London  Wl  4DH. 


Can  alcohol  see 
off  salmonella? 

~J&Sk  IF  WINE  drinkers  needed  an 
a  jjfr  excuse  to  enjoy  a  bottle  with  a 
meal  eaten  in  the  sometimes 
unhygienic  surroundings 
they  find  when  travelling,  it 
was  provided  a  month  or  two 

- * -  ago  by  a  report  in  the  BMJ. 

Scientific  research  suggested  that  wine  has 
anti-microbial  powers.  It  was  hoped  that  a 
glass  or  two  of  wine  would  help  to  dispose  of 
any  salmonella  lurking  in  the  food. 

The  BMJ  report  attracted  the  attention  of  a 
branch  of  the  Centres  for  Disease  Control 
Prevention  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  the  world's 
leading  infectious-diseases  authority.  The 
Americans  investigated  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  between  1987  and  1993  for  which  it 
was  recorded  that  alcohol  had  been  taken. 
They  conclude  that  the  alcohol  neither 
affected  the  chances  of  catching  the  bug  nor, 
if  it  was  caught,  the  severity  of  the  symptoms. 

The  Americans  acknowledged  that  their 
data  was  very  limited  and  that  it  was  possible 
that  wine  taken  with  every  snack  could  have  a 
protective  role;  but  only  at  the  cost  of  having  to 
drink  so  much  that  the  diner  would  be  unable 
to  operate  anything  more  than  a  deckchair.  , 


!  Steroids  that 
target  the  gut 

IN  THIS  asthmatic  age, 
Pulmicort  budesonide  is  as 
Ml'C?  important  to  many  young 
^  mothers  as  gripe  water  was  to 

their  mothers  and  grand- 
mothers.  Without  budesonide 
-  their  nights  would  be  sleep¬ 
less  and  their  children  breathless,  for  it  is  a 
drug  used  to  treat  asthma  and  croup. 

Budesonide  is  a  potent  steroid  which,  when 
used  in  a  nebuliser  or  inhaler,  is  able  to  act 
directly  on  the  swollen,  inflamed  tissues  of  the 
respiratory  system.  Any  steroid  absorbed  into 
the  system  is  rapidly  metabolised  by  the  liver, 
so  it  has  few  if  any  side-effects. 

Budesonide  is  now  being  produced  in 
another  form.  Entooort  CR,  which  can  be 
used  to  treat  Crohn's  disease.  Crohn'S,  one  of 
die  inflammatory  bowel  diseases,  can  cause 
serious  ulcers  affecting  any  part  of  the 
gastrointestinal  tract  Treatment  until  ste¬ 
roids  usually  brings  about  a  remission  but 
not  a  cure,  and  often  causes  side-effects. 

Entooort  capsules  have  been  designed  so 
that  the  steroid  they  deliver  dissolves  directly 
on  the  inflamed  gut,  giving  the  maximum 
effect  with  minimal  side-effects. 
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From  time  to  time  many  people  find  it  difficult  to  sleep, 
especially  if  they’re  worried  or  under  stress. 

That's  when  Medlnex*  Night  Time  Syrup  can  help. 

Medlnex  gently  reminds  your  body  how  to  sleep.  It 
also  enhances  the  depth  and  quality  of  your  sleep, 
so  you  wake  up  refreshed.  .  . 


What's  more,  because  Medlnex  is  a 
liquid,  you  can  measure  out  smaller 
doses  as  your  sleep  pattern  returns 
to  normal. 

Ask  your  pharmacist  about  Medlnex. 
And  help  yoirseif  to  sounder, 
more  refreshing  sleep. 


2isi:nex.  Your  Liquid  Lullaby 

Always  read  the  label  Contains  Diphenhydramine  *Trade  Mark 
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Christening  day  for  the  ice-babies  in  August,  1987:  watched  by  their  parents  Phil  and  Mary  Wright,  Dr  Patrick  Steptoe  holds  Amy  (left)  and  Elizabeth 

We’re  two  little  Frosties 

Explaining  to  an  in¬ 
quisitive  six-year-old 
how  babies  are  made 
is  difficult  enough 


Explaining  to  an  in¬ 
quisitive  six-year-old 
how  babies  are  made 
is  difficult  enough 
for  most  parents,  but  when  the 
mother's  egg  and  the  father’s 
sperm  had  their  first  romantic 
meeting  in  a  laboratory  dish  — 
followed  by  a  spell  in  the  deep¬ 
freeze  —  the  usual  euphemistic 
stuff  about  parents  just  cud¬ 
dling  each  other  very  dose 
starts  to  sound  distinctly  inad¬ 
equate. 

But  help  is  at  hand  for  the 
parents  of  the  world's  estimat¬ 
ed  150,000  test-tube  babies 
bom  in  the  past  18  years.  One 
of  Britain's  leading  infertility 
counsellors,  the  Reverend  Dr 
Tim  Appleton  (who  has  a 
degree  in  natural  sciences,  two 
doctorates  in  cell  biology  and 
is  also  a  priest)  is  producing  a 
series  of  information  packs, 
initially  on  CD-Rom.  which 
will  explain  in  simple  but 
scientifically  accurate  terms 
what  it  means  to  be  bom  as  a 
result  of  “straight"  in  vitro 
fertilisation  (IVF),  Cram  frozen 
embryos,  or  from  donor  sperm 
or  donor  eggs. 

Two  books,  which  are  to  be 
published  separately  in  July, 
form  part  of  the  CD-Rom,  The 
first  My  Beginnings,  a  Very 
Special  Story,  is 
aimed  at  the  esti¬ 
mated  16,000 
couples  in  Brit¬ 
ain  whose  child¬ 
ren  were  bom  as 
a  result  of  suc¬ 
cessful  IVF. 

Many  of  the 
children  are  now 
aged  between 
four  and  six, 
which  is  when 
most  youngsters 
start  asking 
questions  about  Once  upor 
where  they  come  very  cold 
from  and  how  Tim  Appli 
they  were  made.  Pm  a  Lift 
The  book  can 
also  be  easily  amended  by 
parents  to  cover  babies  born 
as  a  result  of  donated  sperm  or 
donated  eggs. 

The  second  book,  aimed  at 
the  parents  of  the  estimated 
2.000  British  children  bom 
from  frozen  embryos  — 
dubbed  “ice  babies’*  by  the 
test-tube  baby  pioneer  Profes¬ 
sor  Robert  Edwards  —  is 
entitled  rm  a  Little  Frostie. 

Among  the  first  parents  to 
need  particularly  sensitive 
counselling  from  Dr  Appleton, 
were  PhD  and  Mary  Wright 
the  parents  of  Elizabeth  and 
Amy  Wright  the  world’s  first 
so-called  “time-warp  twins". 
The  twins  were  conceived  at 
the  same  time,  in  the  same 
laboratory  dish,  but  bom  18 
months  apart. 

Amy  and  Elizabeth,  who 
live  in  Stoke-on-Trent  with 
their  parents,  are  now  aged 
ten  and  eight,  and  were  chris¬ 
tened  in  a  joint  ceremony  by 
the  Rev  Appleton. 

The  first  attempt  by  the 
Wrights  to  become  parents 
with  the  use  of  fresh  embryos 
was  a  failure.  However,  sev¬ 
eral  months  later  a  second 
attempt  using  an  embryo 


How  do  you  tell  a  child  it  spent  its  first 
months  in  a  freezer?  Tim  Appleton  (left), 
an  expert  in  fertility  treatment, 
can  help,  says  Aileen  Ballantyne 


Once  upon  a  time  in  a 
very  cold  place .. . 
Tim  Appleton’s  book 
Pm  a  Little  Frostie 


which  had  been  kept  frozen 
succeeded  —  and  Amy  was  the 
result.  The  embryo  that  was  to 
be  Elizabeth  was  kept  sus¬ 
pended  in  liquid  nitrogen  at 
minus  196  degrees  centigrade 
until  her  parents  were  ready  to 
complete  their  family.  The  "few 
cells  that  make  up  an  embryo 
at  that  stage  of  its  development 
are  considerably  smaller  than 
the  foil  stop  at  the  end  of  this 
sentence. 

Amy  was  die  world’s  eighth 
baby  to  develop  from  a  frozen 
embryo  which  was  successful¬ 
ly  thawed  and  put  into  the 
womb.  When  Elizabeth  was 
bom  18  months  later  as  a 
result  of  pioneering  freezing 
techniques  used  by  Professor 
Robert  Edwards  and  the  late 
Dr  Patrick  Steptoe,  Mr  Wright 
agreed  to  go  public  tn  order  to 
counteract  the  “babies  by  con¬ 
venience"  criticisms  then 

being  made  of  IVF  treatment, 
“We  had  reporters  camping 
in  our  front 
garden  after  the 
story  broke,’* 
stud  Mr  Wright 
“We  were  con¬ 
cerned  that  as 
Elizabeth  and 
Amy  grew  up 
they  should  un-  ; 
derstand  why 
they  were  special 
rather  than  feel 
there  was  any 
'stigma  attached 
to  the  fact  that 
i  time  in  a  they  came  from 

ilace...  frozen  embryos." 

on's  book  With  the  help  of 

?  Frostie  drawings,  and 

with  advice  from 
Dr  Appleton,  who  began  coun¬ 
selling  patients  at  Mr  Steptoe’s 
clinic  three  years  after  the 
birth  of  the  world's  first  test- 
tube  baby  in  1978,  they  have 
explained  to  the  girls  that  their 
lives  started  outside  the  body 
when  they  were  just  a  sperm 
and  an  egg. 


fertilised  eggs  did  not  go  on  to 
become  bames. 

The  £acr  that  Elizabeth  was 
kept  “waiting"  in  deep-freeze 
has  already  led  to  a  new 
variation  oo  the  usual  theme 
of  sisterly  arguments.  “Amy 
told  Elizabeth  mi  one  occasion 
that,  they  should  have  toft  her 
in  the  freezer  —  and,  for  good 
measure,  added  that  it  was  a 
pity  she  was  too  big  to  put 
back."  said  Mr  Wright  “But 
she  did  apologise  afterwards." 

Dr  Appleton  believes  from 
die  evidence  of  the  many  IVF 
parents  who  attend  public 
reunions  at  Bourn  Halt  Cam¬ 


bridge,  and  other  leading  IVF 
dirties,  that  most  couples  who 
have  children  resulting  from 
straightforward  IVF,  from 
fresh  or  frozen  embryos,  de¬ 
cide  to  tell  the  child. 

A  need  far  the  parents  of 
babies  bom  as  a  result  of 
“assisted"  conception  to  con¬ 
sider  telling  their  child  the  full 
scientific  details  has  arisen 
because  the  Human 
Fertilisation  and  Embryology 
Authority  now  keeps  a  record 
of  all  those  bom  since  August 
1991. 

At  the  age  of  18,  any  child 
can  check  with  the  authority  to 


see  if  it  was  the  product  of  IVF 
or  other  assisted  methods. 

for  one  five-year-old  boy  Dr 
Appleton  raer  last  wade,  being 
told  that  he  was  born  as  a 
result  of  IVF  has  added  a  new 
dimension  to  file.  “He  now 
goes  up  to  every  woman  he 
sees  in  the  supermarket  push¬ 
ing  a  pram  and  asks:  'Did 
your  baby  come  from  your 
tummy  or  from  a  dish?’ " 

Medical  technology  is  not 
the  whole  story.  Dr  Appleton 
emphasises:  “The  amount  of 
love  and  support  parents  of 
such  children  have  to  give 
each  other  as  they  go  through 
treatment  is  enormous.  Babies 
bom  as  a  result  of  that  kind  of 
Jove  are  very  speriaL" 

•  Further  information  from  the 
Rev  Dr  Tim  Appleton.  Indepen¬ 
dent  Fertility  Concerns  Resource 
Centre.  Unit  5.  The  Mattings. 
Green  Drift,  Royston ,  Herts  SG8 
SDB.  Tet  01763  243782 


Now  free  calls  and 
one  second  billing. 


LIMITED  OFFER 


£Q.99 

INC. VAT 


um\  "W  Te  have  told 

%  A  /  them  that 
%/  y  mummy  and 
T  T  daddy  love 
them  very  much  to  have  had 
them  in  that  very  special  way,” 
said  Mr  Wright  “Elizabeth 
has  asked  why  we  had  to  wait 
before  thawing  her  embryo 
and  we  have  explained  that  we 
had  to  wait  until  mummy's 
body  was  ready  to  havea  baby 
again." 

When  the  girls  ask  — as  they 
inevitably  will  —  what  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  other  eight  eggs 
that  were  fertilised  and  be¬ 
came  onbryos  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  same  laboratory 
dish,  Mary,  a  special  needs 
teacher,  and  Phil,  a  former  PE 
teacher  turned  businessman, 
will  explain  that  they  were 
simply  the  lucky  ones,  and 
that,  as  in  nature,  most  of  the 
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Quentin  Letts  reports  from  New  York  on  the  launch  of  a  fashion  list  that  has  dished  the  dirt  on  its  rival 

Who  decides  J 


the  best? 


New  York’s  grande 
dame  of  fashion  is 
being  challenged 
for  her  perch.  Elea¬ 
nor  Lambert,  who  since  1940 
has  run  the  List  of  the  World’s 
Best-Dressed  Women  and 
whose  social  pronouncements 
can  mince  the  most  ambitious 
Lady  Wishfort  into  carfood. 
finds  herself  with  serious  com¬ 
petition  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  half  a  century-. 

An  impertinent  young  man 
called  Michael  Gross  has 
started  a  rival  list.  To  make 
matters  worse,  he  is  a  one-time 
member  of  Miss  Lambert’s 
salon,  and  has  dished  the  dirt 
on  what  goes  on  there  —  the 
social  mugging,  the 
graciously  con¬ 
cealed  backstab- 
bing.  the  bailor 
tweaking.  The  be¬ 
trayal  is  too  ghastly 
for  words  and,  be¬ 
hind  the  rustle  of 
taffeta,  the  whispers 
are  deafening. 

Miss  Lambert, 
who  runs  a  fashion 
publicity  company, 
knows  the  inside  of 
every  decent  duplex 
on  fifth  Avenue. 

She  is  Manhattan's 
answer  to  the  com¬ 
bined  dout  of 
London's  Christina 
Foyle  and  Betty  Elea 
Ken  ward.  Her  an¬ 
nual  list  is  a  social  and 
historical  chronide.  tending  to 
favour  diplomats'  daughters, 
dames  with  old  money  and.  to 
add  zest  the  occasional  ele¬ 
gant  movie  actress.  Its  publi¬ 
cation  is  eagerly  awaited  and 
was  traditionally  seen  as  a 
barometer  of  sodal  progress 
as  much  as  style.  Tiffany,  the 
jeweller,  courts  Miss  Lam¬ 
bert’s  patronage  and  the  wives 
of  European  noblemen  pay 
homage  in  thehope  of  favours. 
&ged  SO-plus,  Miss  Lambert 
glides  through  Upper  East 
Side  society  with  easet-raising 
a  fragile  hand.  Queen  Mum- 
style,  to  acknowledge  the 
throng’s  salutes. 

That  frail  mitt,  in  recent 
days,  is  rumoured  to  have 
been  balled  in  irritation  at  the 
antics  of  the  young  Mr  Gross. 
He.  in  conjunction  with  Man¬ 
hattan  File  magazine,  has 
announced  the  creation  of  a 
new  annual  register,  the  list  of 
Best-Dressed  New  Yorkers 
Aged  40  and  Under.  The 
implication  is  clear:  Miss 
Lambert’s  list  has  in  recent 


years  staned  to  resemble  a 
group  outing  from  the  Diana 
Vreeland  Retirement  Home. 

Not  content  with  starting  a 
rival  list,  the  impish  Mr 
Gross,  who  has  a  solid  if  sharp 
reputation  in  New  York  fash¬ 
ion.  ratted  on  his  experiences 
as  a  committee  member  on 
Miss  Lambert'S  list.  He 
described  how  he  and  certain 
other  fashion  pundits  were 
summoned  one  February  day 
to  her  lair  on  Manhattan's 
Upper  East  Side  to  sift 
through  the  people  nominated 
by  more  than  1.000  selected 
voters  around  the  world.  In 
fact,  wrote  Mr  Gross,  he  and 
most  of  his  colleagues  “sat  in 


Eleanor  Lambert  in  1966  (left)  and 


stunned  silence”  while  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  marshalled  and 
nominations  polished  by  Miss 
Lambert's  sidekick,  the  late 
Jerome  Zipkin.  Mr  Zipkin  and 
a  couple  of  cronies,  claimed 
Mr  Gross,  would  “slice  and 
dice”  the  reputation  of  people 
they  knew  well  “until  the  poor 
souls'  sartorial  (not  to  mention 
sodal  and  sexual)  reputations 
were  left  for  dead  an  Miss 
Lambert's  floor”. 


A  source  discloses  that 
Mr  Zipkin  could  not 
endure  Mr  Gross. 
“He  was  furious 
with  Eleanor  for  letting  Mich¬ 
ael  be  a  committee  member." 
says  the  mole.  "Jerry  treated 
him  with  disdain.  Perhaps 
Michael  is  getting  his  own 
bade." 

From  its  first  days,  the 
Lambert  formula  followed 
money,  power  and  titular  ca¬ 
chet  Take  the  1964  list  A  copy 
of  a  press  release  issued  on 
January  3.  1965,  hails  the 
return  of  Mrs  John  F.  Ken¬ 
nedy  to  the  list  after  her  period 


of  mourning,  together  with 
her  sister.  Princess  Lee 
RadziwiU,  and  her  mother-in- 
law.  Mrs  Joseph  P.  Kennedy. 
Queen  Sirikit  of  Thailand 
made  the  cut  —  "the  most 
beautifully  dressed  person  at 
the  Greek  royal  wedding," 
notes  the  release  —  as  did, 
among  others,  Mrs  Wyatt 
Cboper  (Gloria  Vanderbilt). 
Mrs  Alfred  Bloom  in gdale  and 
the  Misses  Anne  and  Char¬ 
lotte  Ford.  That  year  also  saw 
the  admittance  to  Miss  Lam¬ 
bert’s  Fashion  Hall  of  Fame  of 
such  troupers  as  "Mrs  David 
Bruce,  wife  of  the  US  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  Great  Britain,  Mrs 
Walrher  Moreira  Salles,  a 
Brazilian  living  in 
Paris.  Mrs  T. 
Charlton  Heruy.  of 
Philadelphia,  in  her 
late  70s  but  still 
celebrated  for  her 
taste  in  dress,  and 
Rosalind  Russell, 
the  film  star".  Three 
years  on  it  was  the 
same  story.  The 
Best  Dressed 

Women  included 
Countess  Vera 
Lehndorff  (a  fash¬ 
ion  mannequin 
known  as  Verousch- 
ka).  Rome's  Prin¬ 
cess  Luciana 

Pignatelli,  and  a 
now  New  York  socialite, 
Mrs  Montague 
Hacked.  Scroll  on  a  quarter  of 
a  century  and  the  names  on 
Miss  Lambert's  1994  list  some¬ 
how  fail  to  surprise;  Mrs 
Randolph  Hearst.  Princess 
Rosario  of  Bulgaria,  Viscount¬ 
ess  Linley  and  Harumi 
KJ  os  sows  Id  de  Rola. 

By  now  there  was  a  separate 
list  for  men  which  included 
John  -F.  Kennedy  Jnr,  a  peso¬ 
laden  fellow  called  Fernando 
de  Cordoba  Hohenlohe,  our 
own  Hugh  Grant  and  Prince 
Kyril  of  Bulgaria. 

Mr  Grass's  list  of  trendy 
young  men  and  women  is  a  far 
cry  from  such  refinement. 
Drew  Barrymore  is  there,  as  is 
Brad  Pitt’s  grungey  flame 
Gwyneth  Ftiltrow,  Uma 
Thurman.  Elle  Macpherson 
and  a  fashion  editor  by  the 
name  of  Cricket  Telesco.  From 
the  boys,  Mr  Gross  selects  ill- 
shaven  specimens  such  as 
Matt  Dillon  and  Johnny 
Depp,  an  “in"  Downtown  bar- 
owner  called  Eric  Goode,  a 
dub  promoter  named  Johnny 
Dyndl  and  a  ballet  dancer 
called  Jock  Soto.  For  his 


- 


Princess  Lee  Radziwill  (left)  was  on  Eleanor  Lambert's  best-dressed  list  in  196S.  Michael  Gross  has  included  EQe  Macpherson  in  this  year's  rival  line-up 


selection  committee,  Mr  Gross 
has  again  gone  for  respectable 
hip.  Conde  Nast’s  James  Tru¬ 
man  is  on  it  as  is  Gucci's  Tom 
Ford  and  a  dutch  of  other 
designers.  They  were  given  the 
brief  to  be  "irreverent  and 
incorrigible",  in  opposition  to 
Miss  Lambert’s  more  appre¬ 
ciative  approach. 

The  grande  dame  herself 
reacts  to  questions  about  the 
turncoat  Mr  Gross  with  spec¬ 
tacular  indifference.  “Yes,  I 
think  I  read  about  this,"  she 
told  me.  “I  couldn’t  care  less  if 
he  wants  to  do  it."  She  “hoped” 
that  her  committee  members 
will  continue  to  “draw  a  line  at 
scruffiness”  and  noted  that 
this  sort  of  list  is  “an  awfully 
easy  way  to  fill  up  space  in  a 
magazine".  Miss  Lambert 
may  be  in  the  autumn  of  her 
years,  but  she  is  relishing  this 
fight  She  noted  that  Madonna 


Lady  Sarah  Chatto 
Veronica  Hearst 
Viscountess  linley 
Princess  Rosario 
Danielle  Steele 


F.  de  Cordoba 
Hugh  Grant 
John  Kennedy  Jnr 
Prince  Kyril 
Henry  Kravis 


Drew  Barrymore 
India  Hicks 
Elle  Macpherson 
Winona  Ryder 
Uma  Thurman 


William  Baldwin 
Hamish  Bowles 
Johnny  Depp 
Matt  Dillon 
John  Kennedy  Jnr 


is  on  Mr  Gross’s  list  “Oh," 
she  said  faintly,  demonstrat¬ 
ing  wicked  humour.  "I  believe 
we  had  her  on  our  list  a 
number  of  years  ago  —  when 
she  was  wearing  innovative 
dothes.  These  days  she  is  just 
a  bizarre  dancer,  isn't  she?  It 
doesn’t  seem  to  have  much  to 
do  with  dothes  any  more." 

Miss  Lambert  has  tried  to 
make  her  list  younger.  In  1994, 
for  instance,  she  named 
“young  internationals  who  fig¬ 
ured  prominently  in  the  voting 


without  appearing  in  die  final 
lists”.  These  induded  Maria 
Estrany  y  Gendre,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  former  Argentine 
Ambassador  to  the  US.  Count¬ 
ess  Taq'ana  von  Bismarck, 
who  is  walking  out  with  John 
Colroan  of  the  mustard  family, 
and  Christopher  Fitzwilliam- 
Lay.  a  British  banker  on  Wall 
Street  Fttewilliam-Lay  was  as 
surprised  as  his  friends  by  his 
indusion,  given  that  he  wears 
English  suits  and  careworn 
shirts.  "My  then  girlfriend 


was  responsible,  I  think,  bur  it 
put  a  spring  in  my  step,”  he 
said.  It  also  brought  him  a  few 
satirical  remarks  from  his 
workmates. 

The  Lambert/Gnoss  battle  is 
more  than  a  skirmish  off  the 
catwalk.  It  is  a  dispute  over  the 
sodal  helm  of  New  York,  a 
fight  between  Chanel  fans  and 
the  Kate  Spade  handbag  set 
Upper  East  Side  and  Down¬ 
town.  Miss  Lambert,  who  has 
done  so  much  for  New  York 
fashion,  is  game  for  the  fray 


and  is  a  credit  to  her  genera¬ 
tion.  Mr  Gross,  meanwhile, 
epitomises  the  iconoclastic  wit 
of  the  modem  age.  Manhat¬ 
tanites  are  wary  of  saying 
which  side  they  support. 

Mr  Gross's  greatest  tri¬ 
umph  was  arguably  when  he 
was  still  sitting  on  Miss  Lam¬ 
bert’s  committee.  After  listen¬ 
ing  in  despair  to  the  seemingly 
endless  array  of  counts,  royal¬ 
ty,  Southern  dynasties  and 
Bulgarian  barons,  he  suggest¬ 
ed  the  name  of  Queen  Latifah, 
without  mentioning  that  she  is 
not  actually  royal  but  is  a 
blade  rap  singer.  “Hmm." 
replied  the  Lambert  commit¬ 
tee  members,  sucking  on  their 
penrils.  “Interesting."  It  was 
then  that  Mr  Gross  recognised 
the  task  that  lay  before  him,  a 
task  that  Miss  Lambert  is 
determined  the  whippersnap- 
per  will  not  complete. 


Getting  through  the  morning  after  the  night  before 


1EAVY  night,  then? 

Without  doubt  the  most 
ri taring  rhetorical  question 
i  the  world.  EsperiaUy  when 
ou  have  arrived  at  the  office 
hrunken-eyed.  blotchy- 
tinned  and  with  a  head 


intolerant  of  alien  intrusion. 
The  implication  is  that  you 
have  drunk  foolishly  the  night 
before  and  will  not  be  up  to 
the  daily  workload. 

But  according  to  a  report  by 
Pennsylvania  State  Univer- 
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sity,  the  implication  is  wrong. 
They  exposed  a  group  of 
managers  to  nearly  four  pints 
of  beer  over  several  hours, 
and  found  that  their  work  the 
next  morning  was  unaffected. 

The  findings  were  immed¬ 
iately  pooh-poohed,  however, 
by  scientists  and  drinkers 
alike.  Dr  Barry  Jones,  a 
psychologist  who  specialises 
in  alcohol  research,  raised  the 
question  of  the  quantity  of 
alcohol  administered,  while 
legendary  bon  vrveur  Clement 
Freud  was  positively  insulted. 

“Four  pints  of  beer  is  a  ludi¬ 
crous  quantity,”  he  ranted. 
“You  can  practically  drive  on 
that  If  you  can  lie  on  the  floor 
without  holding  on  to  any¬ 
thing  then  you  are  not  techni¬ 
cally  drunk.  And  if  you  are 
reafly  drunk  you  will  be  in  no 
shape  to  work  in  the  morning.” 

Anecdotal  evidence  is 
enough  to  corroborate  Mr 
Freud’s  argument  We  know 


Hangovers  are  no  problem,  claim 
US  scientists.  Giles  Coren  wonders 
just  what  they  have  been  drinking 


that  certain  rudimentary  and 
repetitive  tasks  can  be  per¬ 
formed  by  hung-over  individ¬ 
uals.  such  as  counting  cursor 
blinks  on  a  computer  screen, 
or  drawing  grids  on  bits  of 
paper  and  then  filling  in 
alternate  squares.  But  such 
operations  are  hardly  the  stuff 
of  economic  revival. 

The  hangover  is  densely 
shrouded  in  myth.  There  are 
little  mottoes  such  as  “wine 
before  beer  and  you’ll  feel 
queer”  or  "hair  of  the  dog", 
and  any  number  of  offbeat 
cures,  from  raw  eggs  and 
lemon  juice  to  the  secret 
restorative  prepared  for 
Bertie  Wooster  by  his  gentle¬ 
man’s  gentleman. 

“Most  of  the  received  wis¬ 


dom  is  nonsense;”  says  Dr 
Bernard  Dixon  of  the  Review 
of  Alcohol  Research.  “Hair  of 
the  dog  is  an  excuse  for 
alcoholics  with  tremors,  and 
even  fried  breakfasts  and 
coffee  are  pointless.  You  get 
hangovers  for  two  reasons. 
One  is  dehydration,  which 
can  be  prevented  by  drinking 
water.  The  other  is  higher 
alcohols  known  as  esters  or 
congeners  —  organic  sub¬ 
stances  the  brain  doesn't  like. 

"THESE  are  more  prominent 
in  sherry  and  brandy,  say, 
than  in  vodka,  which  is  rela¬ 
tively  pure.  Red  wine  has  more 
than  white,  but  cheap  red  wine 
is  even  worse.  In  short,  the 
more  complicated  the  mole¬ 


cule  the  more  likely  you  are  to 
get  a  hangover." 

Mixing  drinks  exposes  you 
to  more  esters,  but  the  order 
of  drinking  is  immaterial. 
Likewise,  people  who  stick  to 
a  regular  ripple  will  develop  a 
tolerance  of  its  particular  con¬ 
geners.  But  if  the  habituated 
sherry-drinking  granny  suc¬ 
cumbs  to  a  drop  of  Baileys, 
the  next  morning's  crochet 
circle  will  be  a  write-off. 

And  a  poll  of  clinical  phar¬ 
macists  soon  wrote  off  the 
report  They  all  insisted  that 
hangovers  make  you  feel  sick 
because  of  the  production  of 
acetaldehyde  —  a  stimulant  of 
nausea  —  by  an  overloaded 
liver.  This  would  not  happen 
at  the  low  alcohol  level  main¬ 
tained  in  the  tested  managers. 

There  is  only  one  question 
troubling  insiders  this  morn¬ 
ing:  what  exactly  were  the 
Pennsylvanian  researchers 
drinking  the  night  before? 
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Victims  of 
the  safety 
first  society 

Magnus  Iinklater  asks  whether 
the  medical  profession  should 
make  outcasts  of  mere  eccentrics 


A  friend  of  mine  who  has 
suffered  from  manic 
depression  for  many 
years  finally  felt  well  enough 
to  apply  for  a  voluntary  job. 
He  was  interviewed  and  provi¬ 
sionally  accepted.  The  idea 
was  that  he  would  start  work¬ 
ing  with  the  local  meals-on- 
wheds  service,  visiting  old 
people  in  the  company  of  an 
experienced  hand.  Provided 
aii  went  well,  he  might  move 
on  to  other  duties.  There  was 
just  one  condition  —  he  needed 
two  references.  He  decided  to 
ask  his  local  GP,  and  the 
consultant  psychiatrist  who 
had  helped  him  back  to  foil 
health. 

Both  refused  him  the  refer¬ 
ence.  Their  reasons  were  de¬ 
pressing,  if  predictable:  in 
the  present  climate  of  uncer¬ 
tainty  about  the  treatment  of 
mental  patients,  they  had  to 
act  with  extra  caution:  my 
friend  had  a  history  of  men¬ 
tal  illness,  and  they  would 
be  held  accountable  if  any¬ 
thing  went  wrong;  they  felt 
that  it  would  be  safer  aU  round 
if  they  withheld  a  recommend¬ 
ation.  Thar  he  had  been  stable 
for  a  year,  that  he  was  a  gentle 
soul  with  no  history  of  violence 
and  that  he  was  especially 
good  at  working  with  people 
was  less  important  than  the 
potential  risk.  __ 

All  this  took  place 
well  before  the  trag¬ 
edy  at  Dunblane.  I 
am  afraid,  however, 
that  the  savagery  of 
Thomas  Hamilton 
wifi  have  given 
those  doctors  little 
reason  to  change 
their  minds.  One  of 
the  many  tragedies 
of  that  terrible  day  is  that 
thousands  of  people  trying  to 
haul  their  way  back  into  the 
mainstream  of  society  will,  for 
the  time  being,  be  tarred  by 
the  Hamilton  brush.  There 
will  be  no  prizes  for  risk- 
taking  when  it  comes  to  reap¬ 
praising  anyone  with  a  history 
of  mental  illness.  Could  that 
shambling  figure  muttering  to 
himself  on  the  street  comer  be 
a  child-killer?  Should  that 
mental  patient,  recently  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital,  be 
taken  back  inside  —  just  in 
case?  As  one  psychiatrist  with 
a  practice  in  the  Dunblane 
area  told  me  last  week:  “My 
first  thought,  when  I  heard  of 
the  shootings,  was:  ‘Could  itbe 
one  of  mine?”’ 

In  the  aftermath  of  that 
disaster,  every  instinct  will  be 
to  tighten  up  on  the  way 
society  deals  with  its  more 
fragile  members.  Psychiatrists 
will  be  urged  to  review  their 
lists,  to  pass  on  doubts  they 
may  have  about  dubious  indi¬ 
viduals  to  the  local  police,  to 
become,  as  it  were,  a  filtering 
system  for  the  nation’s  misfits. 
When  it  comes  to  gun  controls, 
there  is  likely  to  be  pressure 
for  some  kind  of  psychological 
profiling  before  licences  are 
handed  out 

There  will  be  hard  questions 
asked,  too,  about  the  Govern¬ 
ment’s  care  in  the  community 
scheme,  which  was  designed 
to  release  patients  back  into 
society.  The  initial  argument 
for  that  policy  was  that  reinte¬ 
grating  those  with  a  history  of 
mental  illness,  rather  than 
shutting  them  away,  would 
encourage  tolerance  and  un- 


Eventhe 
vaguely 
loopy  are 
now  seen  as 
menacing 


derstanding-  Instead,  as  a 
result  of  a  few  violent  inci¬ 
dents.  it  has  had  the  reverse 
effect.  Even  the  mildly  eccen¬ 
tric  or  the  vaguely  loopy  are 
now  seen  as  potentially 
menacing. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Lord  Cullen’s  inquiry  will 
encompass  this  aspect  of  the 
Dunblane  disaster  as  well  as 
the  immediate  question  of  gun 
controls.  But  whatever  conclu¬ 
sions  he  comes  to,  it  would  be 
a  mistake  to  expect  police, 
psychiatrists  or  social  workers 
to  dose  up  all  the  gaps  which 
the  Hamilton  case  has  re¬ 
vealed.  After  all,  the  most 
worrying  aspect  of  his  story  is 
not  that  he  slipped  through  the 
net,  but  that  he  was  able  to 
avoid  it  altogether.  He  had  no 
criminal  record,  he  appears 
not  to  have  been  a  psychiatric 
patient,  and  despite  all  the 
gossip  and  the  rumours  about 
his  deviant  nature,  he  was 
allowed  to  carry  on  for  year 
after  year  with  his  youth  work, 
until  finally  deprived  of  the 
means  to  do  so.  It  was  this 
deprivation  which,  ironically, 
drove  him  to  exact  his  revenge. 

During  the  many  investiga¬ 
tions  of  Hamilton's  running 
complaints,  whether  by  coun¬ 
cillors,  politicians,  or  tire  offi¬ 
cially  appointed  ombudsman. 

_  most  people  gave 

him  the  benefit  of 
the  doubt  because 
they  were  influ¬ 
enced  by  a  sense  of 
decency  and  fair 
play.  The  ombuds¬ 
man  in  particular, 
called  in  to  decide 
whether  he  had 
_____  been  unfairly  de¬ 
prived  of  the  means 
to  continue  his  youth  work, 
concluded  that  he  was  the 
victim  of  ill-founded  gossip 
and  innuendo,  and  ruled  in 
his  favour.  In  the  light  of  this, 
it  is  very  hard  to  assign  blame 
to  any  of  those  who  dealt  with 
him  —  even  the  luckless  police 
officer  who  signed  his  fire¬ 
arms  certificate.  There  was.  as 
in  any  civilised  society,  a 
presumption  of  innocence 
rather  than  guilt. 


S 


o  it  would  be  a  terrible 
setback  if.  as  a  result  of 
what  happened  in  Dun¬ 
blane,  the  traditional  rote  of 
the  medical  services  —  to  heal 
and  to  rehabilitate  —  were 
undermined;  if  psychiatric 
care  were  judged  not  by  its 
success  in  easing  the  mentally 
ill  back  into  circulation,  but  by 
its  ability  to  isolate  them:  or  if 
rumour  and  suspicion  became 
sufficient  reasons  for  refusing . 
employment.  What  does  need 
to  be  ensured  is  that  sensible 
gun  controls  are  introduced  so 
that  no  one  —  whether  a 
potential  hitman  or  a  careless 
Olympic  marksman  —  is 
allowed  open  access  to  such 
deadly  weapons. 

My  friend's  tale,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  does  have  a  happy 
ending.  He  went  back  to  the 
voluntary  agency,  which  said 
that  despite  the  psychiatrists’ 
doubts  it  was  perfectly  happy 
to  accept  other,  favourable, 
references.  He  is  now  working 
happily  with  a  youth  project, 
which  enjoys  his  contribution 
as.  much  as  he  appreciates 
being  able  to  take  the  first  step 
bade  into  becoming  a  full  and 
productive  member  of  sodety. 


“  Is  your  Humble  Re  beef- free. .  P  ” 


A  poet  rudely  great 


Alexander  Pope  is  associated 
with  many  houses,  with 
Prior  Park  in  Bath,  with 
Stanton  Har court  near  Ox¬ 
ford.  with  Stowe  in  Buckingham¬ 
shire.  even  with  Buckingham  Palace, 
which  he  knew  when  it  was  a  much 
prettier  and  rather  smaller  building. 
There  are  two  brilliant  engravings 
of  old  Buckingham  House  in  Pope's 
1723  edition  of  the  Works  of  John. 
Duke  of  Buckingham.  Pope’s  own 
villa  at  Twickenham  was  pulled 
down  in  the  19th  century,  just  as 
Shakespeare's  house  at  Stratford-on- 
Avon  was  pulled  dawn  in  the  18th. 
but  the  grotto  Pope  designed  has 
survived,  together  with  the  convent 
that  was  eventually  built  on  the  site. 
Twickenham  still  has  his  tomb  in  the 
church  —  grave-robbers  with  an  in¬ 
terest  in  phrenology  are  said  to  have 
stolen  his  skull  —  as  weD  as  that 
beautiful  house.  Marble  Hitt,  where 
he  used  to  visit  Lady  Suffolk.  George 
Ilk  deaf  but  delightful  mistress. 

According  to  The  Times  Diary,  the 
convent  and  the  grotto  are  now  to  be 
sold;  there  are  proposals  to  turn 
the  site  into  a  memorial  both  to 
Pope  and  to  the  Landscape  movement 
which  he  encouraged.  As  a  Somerset 
man,  1  have  mixed  feelings  about  the 
grotto  itself.  Pope’s  friend  Dr  Oliver, 
the  inventor  of  the  Bath  Oliver 
biscuit  probably  the  finest  biscuit 
ever  baked,  sawed  off  stalactites  from 
Wookey  Hole  to  ornament  the  grotto, 
and  had  a  bath  named  there  in  his 
honour. 

I  believe  that  many  people's  char¬ 
acters  are  shaped  by  the  authors 
whom  they  most  admire  and  read 
again  and  again.  No  doubt  everyone 
who  went  through  the  full  education¬ 
al  process  of  my  generation  was 
influenced  by  Shakespeare  and  the 
Authorised  Version  of  the  Bible,  the 
twin  pillars  of  English  culture  in  the 
mid  20th  century.  Four  other  authors 
have  gripped  my  particular  tempera¬ 
ment  and  interests:  two  philosophers, 
John  Locke  and  William  James,  one 
moral  critic,  Samuel  Johnson,  and 
one  poet.  Alexander  Pope.  To  each  of 
them  I  owe  a  debt  comparable  to  that 
to  my  closest  friends  and  most  influ¬ 
ential  teachers.  I  should  be  a  differ¬ 
ent  person  without  them.  I  feel  about 
all  of  them  much  as  Thomas  Gains¬ 
borough  felt  about  Van  Dyke.  His 
last  words  were  said  to  have  been: 
“We  are  all  going  to  heaven,  and  Van 
Dyke  is  of  the  company."  Pope 
himself  shared  this  conviction  of 
personal  survival.  A  few  days  before 
his  death  in  1744.  he  said:  “I  am  so 


The  sale  of  Pope’s  grotto  serves  to 
remind  us  of  a  poet  who  delighted 
in  both  satire  and  friendship 


certain  of  the  soul’s  being  immortal 
that  I  feel  it  within  me.  as  it  were 
by  intuition". 

My  closeness  to  Pbpe  started  with 
my  using  him  as  an  example  of  how 
to  write.  When  I  was  at  Charterhouse 
!  even  tried  to  imitate  him  directly, 
writing  heroic  couplets  which  were,  I 
am  sure,  a  miserable  pastiche.  One 
can  only  benefit  from  a  study  of  any 
author’s  style  when  that  author's 
work  has  been  fully  internalised,  has 
become  part  of  the  fabric  of  one’s  own 
mind.  For  the  writer  of  English,  Pbpe 
is  an  essential  model. 

Pape’s  poetry  is  concise,  energetic, 
ironic,  clear  and  vivid.  He  uses  visual 
images  and  contrast  with  great  skllL 
As  Lytton  Strachey 
observed,  no  author 
has  ever  packed 
more  meaning  into 
each  phrase  and 
each  line,  yet 
one  never  has  the 
stifling  feeling  of 
excessive  density.  =========: 

When  Voltaire  was 
a  young  man,  he  came  to  England.  In 
1726  he  wrote  a  charming  tetter  sym¬ 
pathising  with  Pbpe  after  a  carriage 
accident  in  which  Pope  had  been 
“thrown  into  the  river  fThames]  with 
the  glasses  of  the  coach  up,  and  was 
up  to  the  knots  of  his  periwig  in 
water".  Pope  had  received  a  bad  cut 
on  his  hand;  Voltaire  wrote  that  the 
“accident  concerns  me  as  much  as  all 
the  disasters  of  a  master  ought  to 
affect  his  scholar". 

Voltaire  came  to  write  French  prose 
better  than  it  had  been  written  be¬ 
fore  or  since,  so  well  that  his  style 
is  the  style  of  educated  France.  Vol¬ 
taire  has  exactly  the  combination  of 
energy,  lucidity  and  conciseness 
which  is  so  marked  in  Pope's  poetry. 
Pope’s  own  phrase  for  it  is  “easy 
vigour";  that  must  still  be  the  aim  of 
every  writer  who  wishes  his  meaning 
to  have  force,  and  his  readers  to  enjoy 
reading  what  he  writes. 

Not  everyone  finds  it  easy  to  love 
Pope.  He  had  a  joy  in  combat  which 
reflects  the  pain  of  his  life.  He  was 
satirical  by  nature,  he  was  devious 
and  he  was  conscious  of  being  a  crip¬ 
ple.  For  his  disability  it  is  easy  to 


Rees~Mogg 


sympathise  with  him.  but  one  has  to 
accept  that  he  took  delight  in  tor¬ 
menting  his  enemies:  one  can  imag¬ 
ine  Lord  Hervey  at  the  breakfast 
table  reading  the  character  of  Sporus: 

Yet  let  me  flap  this  bug  with  gilded 
wings. 

This  painted  child  of  dirt  that  stinks  and 
Stings; 

Whose  bun  the  witty  and  the  fair 
annoys. 

Yet  wit  ne'er  tastes,  and  beauty  ne’er 
enjoys: 

So  well  bred  spaniels  chilly  delight 

In  mumbling  of  the  game  they  rare  not 
hire. 

Even  now  the  accusation  of  andro¬ 
gynous  impotence  is  rarely  made. 

_  though  we  regard 

ourselves  as  more 
free-spoken  than 
our  18th-century  an¬ 
cestors.  Pope’S  darts 
got  to  the  heart,  and 
many  of  them  are 
tipped  with  venom. 

-  I  am  drawn  to 

Pope  partly  because 
I  share  both  his  enjoyment  of  contro¬ 
versy  in  print  and  his  liking  for  easy 
relations  in  person.  like  him,  I  find 
it  hard  to  resist  making  sharp 
comments  on  public  characters  — 
Hervey  was  a  minister  in  Walpole'S 
Government  I  also  share  his  prefer¬ 
ence  for  rows  in  print  to  those  in 
person.  I  often  use  his  phrases, 
sometimes  even  storing  than  up.  I 
am  stiff  waiting  for  the  public 
scandal  worthy  of  the  line,  "And  the 
fresh  vomit  run  forever  green". 
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n  company.  Pope  was  mild; 
despite  his  verbal  skills,  he 
would  not  have  enjoyed  mixing 
it  on  the  box  with  the  dunces 
of  our  age.  He  was  also  a  good  and 
loyal  friend.  Apart  from  problems 
that  arose  from  women  —  he  ex¬ 
changed  unforgivable  insults  with 
Lady  Mary  Wortley  Montagu  and 
had  a  coolness  even  with  the  benevol¬ 
ent  Ralph  Allen  over  an  apparent 
slight  to  his  friend  Martha  Blount  — 
he  kept  most  of  his  friends  for  a 
lifetime.  They  were  remarkable 
people,  including  Jonathan  Swift. 
His  letters  illustrate  his  friendships. 


After  Horace  Walpole's,  they  are 
probably  the  most  enjoyable  corres¬ 
pondence  of  18th-century  England. 

To  an  ecumenical  age.  Rape’s  relig¬ 
ious  liberalism,  echoing  both  Eras¬ 
mus  and  John  Locke,  is  more  sympa¬ 
thetic  than  the  more  rigid  dogma  and 
sterner  morality  of  many  of  his 
contemporaries.  He  believed  in  the 
universality  of  truth.  He  remained  a 
loyal  Roman  Catholic  to  the  end, 
despite  the  higher  taxation  and  the 
civil  disabilities  which  still 
attached  to  the  old  faith.  Yet  his 
attitude  to  his  Church  is  shown  by  his 
response  when  his  fellow  Catholic. 
Nathaniel  Hooke,  asked  whether  he 
should  send  for  a  priest  to  give  the 
last  rites.  Pope  replied:  "I  do  not 
suppose  that  is  essential,  but  it  will  be 
right  and  I  heartily  thank  you  for 
putting  me  in  mind  of  it"  When  the 
priest  Edward  Pigott.  left  the  bedside 
he  said  that  “Pope’s  mind  was  re¬ 
signed  and  wrapt  up  in  the  love  of 
God  and  man".  One  could  hardly  end " 
better  than  that. 

Like  Samuel  Johnson,  Alexander 
Pbpe  regarded  his  vocation  as  an 
author  as  essentially  that  of  a 
moralist  His  two  greatest  poems  are 
the  Essay  on  Man  and  the  Moral 
Essays.  A  few  months  before  he  died 
he  said  that  the  only  commendation 
he  longed  for  was  that  “he  has  writ  in 
the  cause  of  virtue,  and  done  some¬ 
thing  to  mend  people's  morals”.  The 
idea  of  the  author  as  primarily  a 
moralist  was  familiar  in  the  18th 
century  —  it  is  true  of  Swift  and 
Johnson  as  well  as  Pope.  It  is  less 
familiar  in  the  Late  20th  century.  We 
also  have  a  difficulty,  in  that  we  can 
see  the  heroism  of  Johnson'S  charac¬ 
ter,  but  not  so  easily  that  of  Rape’s, 
though  he  had  a  greater  physical  dis¬ 
ability  to  bear.  We  are  reluctant  to 
flunk  that  a  serious  moralist  could 
take  such  delight  in  satirical  attacks. 

Pope  has  been  the  perfect  friend  for 
me,  if  an  author  can  be  the  friend  of 
someone  bom  nearly  200  years  after 
his  death,  f  have  shared  the  affection 
for  many  of  the  things  he  loved:  the 
English  language,  the  English  land¬ 
scape,  the  English  country  house,  the 
Catholic  Church,  the  zest  of  public 
controversy,  the  idea  of  a  moral  uni¬ 
verse,  the  loyalty  of  friends,  the 
conversation  of  women,  an  aware- , 
ness  of  the  absurd,  the  greatness  of 
Shakespeare  and  the  classics,  and  the 
company  of  books.  1  owe  him  more 
than  I  can  say;  I  share  his  intuition  of 
his  immortality  —  he  remains,  after 
all,  so  much  more  alive  than  most  of 
the  rest  of  us. 


About  time 


JOHN  MAJOR’S  great  scheme  to 
embarrass  companies  into  paying 
their  bills  on  time  has  sent  one  little 
firm  into  a  flurry  of  activity. 
Th wattes  &  Reed,  one  of  the  oldest 
dockmakers  in  the  country,  has 
reorganised  its  business  so  that  it 
can  sue  the  Government  for  un¬ 
paid  bills  —  while  continuing  to 
work  for  it 

The  firm,  founded  in  1740,  at¬ 
tends  to  Big  Ben’s  repairs  as  well 
as  mending  external  docks  on 
royal  palaces.  It  is  planning  to  sue 
for  debts  of  more  than  £200,000 
run  up  by  Whitehall. 

The  biffs  date  back  many  years, 
to  when  Whitehall  scrapped  inter¬ 
nal  agencies  within  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Environment  without 
paying  off  the  money  they  owed  to 
Thwaites  &  Reed.  The  dockmaker 
has  been  on  a  fruitless  paperehase 
to  try  to  recover  its  money,  and  is 
now  resorting  to  the  courts. 

“It  was  only  recently  that  we 
were  able  to  rearrange  the  busi¬ 
ness  so  that  we  could  sue  while  at 
the  same  rime  carrying  on  our 
work  for  the  Government,"  says 
Mefvyn  Lee,  who  owns  the  com¬ 
pany.  “We  never  thought  of  carry¬ 
ing  out  a  credit  check." 

Bong! 


•Am/d  the  latest  flurry  over  “mad 
tmr  disease.  Douglas  Hogg  is  un¬ 
daunted.  The  Minister  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  was  in  the  Members'  dining 
room  of  the  Commons  on  Tues- 
day.  digging  unashamed  into  a 
piled  plate  of  roast  beef. 

China  shop 

OXFORD  University*  Bullingdon 
Club,  a  tail-coated  organisation 


given  to  indiscriminate  room- 
trashing  and  indeterminate  strip¬ 
pers,  is  to  let  rip  in  the  Natural 
History  Museum.  The  famously 
debauched  dining  society  has 
booked  the  main  hall  of  the  mus¬ 
eum  for  its  first  ball  in  decades, 
on  June  14. 

All  members  past  and  present 
—  ranging  from  Lord  Longford, 
prison  visitor,  to  Darius  Guppy, 
former  prison  resident  —  have 
been  invited  to  shimmy  around  the 
skeletons. 

The  Natural  History  Museum, 
which  rents  out  its  main  hall  for 
£5^00  a  night,  seems  to  be  un¬ 
aware  of  the  dub’s  reputation  for 
debaggings,  lobster-throwing  and 
rolling  mobile  loos  down  hills.  “We 
have  a  bodung  for  the  Oxford 
University  Club,"  said  a  member 
of  the  booking  staff.  “That  sounds 
respectable  enough."  They  could 
end  up  with  a  large  pile  of  bones. 


youth.  “I  am  painting  her  in  her 
twenties,  as  a  tender  and  sensual 
beauty  in  a  purple  robe  against 
a  red  sky  surrounded  by  North 
American  Indians.  It  is  going  to  be 
called  White  Magic.” 


and  people  seem  to  get  us  mixed 
up.  This  film  should  provide  for 
even  more  muddle,"  said  James. 
Edward  chipped  in  with  a  viewing 
tip:  “I'm  the  one  with  the  bigger 
wig,"  he  said  proudly  of  the  pow¬ 
dered  bouffant  he  sports. 


“Cap  often,  dear?' 


Foxed 

THE  BROTHERS  FOX  (Edward 
and  James)  have  been  working  to¬ 
gether  at  last.  Yesterday,  they 
were  at  an  advance  screening  of 
Gulliver's  Travels,  their  first  ever 
collaboration,  which  goes  out  on 
Channel  4  from  this  Sunday,  and 
spent  the  time  teasing  people  who 
had  confused  them. 

“We  do  lode  a  lot  like  each  other 


As  was 

THE  PORTRAIT  painter  Andre 
Durand,  whose  endeavours  on 
canvas  can  be  as  saccharine  as 
Anna  Pasternak's  prose,  has  whip¬ 
ped  out  his  pallet  again.  After  his 
extraordinary  portrait  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  and  the  young  Princes 
William  and  Harry  in  baseball 
caps  astride  a  charger,  he  has 
turned  his  attention  to  the  Queen. 

Not,  however.  Her  Majesty  as 
she  is  today,  with  occasional  wrin¬ 
kles  and  slightly  greying  hair,  but 
as  a  young  woman  in  the  bloom  of 


Battle  of . . . 

MY  SUGGESTION  that  the  Edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Evening  Standard.  Max 
Hastings,  might  care  to  buy  the 
title  Baron  Hastings  of  Hastings 
(for  sale  at  £25,000-00,000)  has 
gone  down  poorly  with  the  22nd 
Baron  Hastings  (title  created  in 
1290).  “I  shall  have  to  contact  my 
solicitor,"  he  thundered  yesterday. 
HNo  one  else  is  entitled  to  call 
himself  Lord  Hastings.  It’s  totally 
fraudulent  and  I  have  plenty  of 
heirs  to  follow  me." 

Strutt  &  Parker,  who  are  adver- 
,  rising  the  sale,  stand  by  the  prof¬ 
fered  barony .  “The  whole  thing  has 
been  folly  researched  and  it  is 
avaffable  for  sale." 


Second  look 

DENNIS  POTTER  aficionados 
may  care  to  take  notice  of  Keeley 
Hawes,  a  20*year-old  model,  who 
will  be  making  something  of  a 
splash  as  the  female  star  of  Kara¬ 
oke.  She  plays  opposite  Richard  E. 
Grant  in  the  television  mini-series. 


Keeley:  part  work 


one  of  the  late  playwright’s  last 
works,  to  be  screened  next  month. 

She  confesses  that  she  is  new  to 
stardom.  "I  play  a  model  who 
gets  a  film  pan  because  she  is  hav¬ 
ing  an  affair  with  the  director,  and 
it  all  starts  to  get  a  bit  seedy,"  she 
says.  “My  biggest  part  previously 
was  when  1  was  at  the  National 
Theatre  aged  12.  I  played  a  child 
prostitute." 


P-H-S 


A  party 
of  the 
nation? 

Tories  expect 
more  than  words, 
says  Bill  Cash 


Today  the  Commons  debates  the 
White  Paper  on  Europe,  to 
which  I  replied  yesterday  in 
my  own  Blue  Paper.  This  debate  is  so 
fundamental  to  the  future  of  Britain 
that  both  Government  and  Opposi¬ 
tion  thought  it  wise  to  bury  the  issue 
with  a  one-line  whip.  This  shows  how 
far  the  Europeanisation  of  Britain 
has  undermined  the  vitality  and 
integrity  of  British  politics. 

The  essence  of  British  conserva¬ 
tism  is  that  we  retain  through  our 
Parliament  the  capacity  to  adapt  to 
changing  circumstances  while  insist¬ 
ing  on  the  fixed  and  immutable 
principles  of  democracy,  accountabil¬ 
ity  and  self-government  No  British 
Government  has  the  right  to  give  this 
inheritance  away. 

The  process  of  European  integra¬ 
tion  contradicts  these  principles.  The 
White  Paper,  high  on  rhetoric  is  low 
on  principle  and  silent  on  renegotia¬ 
tion  of  Britain's  position.  When  I 
proposed  putting  monetary  union  on 
the  agenda  of  the  in ter-g overrun en tal 
conference  (IGQ,  so  that  this  matter 
could  be  discussed  as  a  question  of 
principle,  the  Foreign  Secretary  re¬ 
plied:  “I  do  not  follow  your  sugges¬ 
tion  that  it  is  a  matter  of  principle." 

The  White  Paper  speaks  of  our 
need  to  be  “realistic  about  the  sort  of 
changes  we  can  hope  to  achieve  at  the 
IGC  ...  If  we  were  to  press  ideas 
which  stand  no  chance  of  general  ac¬ 
ceptance.  some  others  would  seek  to 
impose  an  integrationist  agenda 
which  would  be  equally  unaccept¬ 
able".  This  is  not  realism;  it  is 
defeatism,  even  appeasement.  It  be¬ 
trays  a  deeper  problem,  which  the 
White  Paper  avoids,  a  stubborn 
refusal  to  renegotiate  the  Maastricht 
treaty  despite  ail  the  evidence  of  its 
failure  —  in  the  areas  of  jobs,  the 
exchange-rate  mechanism,  monetary 
union,  Bosnia  and  fishing.  We  must 
reduce  the  powers  of  the  Court  of 
Justice  by  reducing  the  competences 
already  granted.  Maastricht  entails 
an  integrationist  programme  for 
European  government  which  must 
be  repealed. 

Speaking  Last  month  in  Louvain, 
Chancellor  Kohl  failed  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  nationalism 
and  the  democratic  nation-state, 
when  he  threatened  that  the  failure 
of  European  integration  would  lead 
-to  war.  The  truth  is  that  we  run  this 
risk  if  we  undermine  the  democratic 
nation-state.  Chancellor  Kohl  insist¬ 
ed  that  “German  unity  and  European 
integration  are  two  sides  of ...  the 
same  coin".  The  Treaty  on  European 
Union  is  the  acquisition  of  power  by 
other  means. 

This  issue  should  not  be  seen  as  a 
matter  of  left  or  right  but  as  a  matter 
of  national  interest  on  which  the 
British  people  have  a  right  to  a 
referendum.  TTiere  is  yet  time  to 
resolve  these  questions,  for  the  IGC 
does  not  begin  unto  March  29.  and 
will  continue  until  after  the  general 
election.  This  raises  the  question  of 
the  Conservative  Party  manifesto  and 
the  Labour  Party. 

The  failure  of  the  exchange-rate 
mechanism  before  our  exit  on  Sep¬ 
tember  16,  1992,  severely  damaged 
the  Conservatives’  credibility  in  gov¬ 
ernment  but  we  are  steadily  recover¬ 
ing  it  The  party  must  show  the 
British  people  that  this  debacle  could 
not  happen  again,  by  ruling  out  the 
exchange-rate  mechanism  and  mone¬ 
tary  union  in  our  manifesto  and 
during  the  inter-governmental 
conference. 

The  Labour  Party  is  trapped. 
Gordon  Brown  says  he  wants  man¬ 
aged  exchange  rates  and  monetary 
union.  But  if  we  Conservatives  rule 
this  out  in  our  manifesto,  we  can 
demonstrate  that  Labour  will  be 
unable  to  fulfil  its  promises  about 
jobs,  health,  education,  public  expen¬ 
diture  and  a  host  of  other  issues.  To 
fail  to  do  so  would  be  to  throw  away 
our  best  weapon  in  the  general 
election.  This  involves  renegotiating 
Maastricht,  and  perhaps  telling  the 
other  EU  members  that  otherwise  we 
will  veto  the  IGC. 


Our  British  identity  and  inde¬ 
pendence  have  been  wither¬ 
ing  in  the  face  of  attacks  by 
Brussels,  power-play  in  Germany 
and  France,  and  the  activities  of 
Euro-fanatics  at  home.  Conservatives 
must  now  match  the  rhetoric  of  the 
White  Paper  by  putting  British 
interests  first  when  ft  crimes  to  policy. 

We  have  been  treated  with  too  much 
contempt  for  too  long  by  those  with 
whom  we  have  tried  to  co-operate. 

We  can  and  will  work  with  our 
partners  in  Europe,  but  only  on 
mutual  terms,  not  simply  on  theirs. 

We  will  not  be  trampled  on.  We  will 
not  watch  as  our  laws  are  overturned 
by  the  Court  of  Justice  and  our 
institutions,  which  have  stood  the  test 
of  rime,  are  derided  and  treated  as 
hollow.  We  have  saved  Britain  and 
Europe  twice  in  a  century,  and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  do  so  again. 

If  we  do  not  regain  for  ourselves 
the  only  sovereignty  which  really 
counts,  which  is  the  political  will  and 
authority  of  a  democratic  nation,  we 
shall  deserve  to  fail.  Then  we  shall 
TOter  a  dark  age  of  subordination  to 
me  will  of  others,  and  the  Conserva- 
nve  Party  will  lose  its  raison  d'etre. 

As  Disraeli  said,  "the  Tory  Party  is  a  i 
national  party  or  it  i$  nothing". 

The  author  is  Conservative  MP  for 
Stafford  The- Blue  Paper  is  available 
■20.1"  J/1  f  European  Foundation,  i 
rail  Mall.  London  SWl  (£5). 
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BOVINE  ALARM 

British  beef  eaters  face  an  uncertain  future 


The  announcement  by  Stephen  Dorrell  of 
new  evidence  suggesting  a  link  between 
bovine  spongiform  encephalopathy,  Mmad 
cow"  disease,  and  its  equivalent  in  humans, 
Creutzfeldt- Jakob  disease,  is  alarming.  The 
Health  Secretary  admitted  to  the  House  that 
fresh  investigations  had  identified  a  "pre¬ 
viously  unrecognised  and  consistent  disease 
pattern”  Sir  Kenneth  Caiman,  the  Chief 
Medical  Officer,  would  be  giving  doctors  the 
latest  scientific  advice,  he  said,  announcing  a 
further  £4.5  million  for  urgent  research  into 
the  illness. 

After  an  orchestrated  campaign  of  re¬ 
assurance,  Mr  Dorrell 's  statement  will 
provoke  widespread  anxiety  about  the 
prevalence  and  nature  of  BSE  and  the 
efficacy  of  measures  taken  so  far  to  prevent 
the  degenerative  brain  disease  vaulting  from 
cows  to  humans.  Harriet  Harman,  the 
Shadow  Health  Secretary,  provoked  anger 
among  backbenchers  from  farming  constit¬ 
uencies  with  her  accusation  of  “too  much 
reassurance  and  too  little  action".  But  she 
reflected  the  public  mood  when  she  spoke  of 
“fear  stoked  up  by  ignorance  and 
innuendo” 

The  Government  has  certainly  acted 
honourably  in  placing  these  latest  findings 
before  the  House  and  admitting  that  there  is 
cause  for  concern.  Assessing  any  new 
disease  is  extremely  difficult  On  the  one 
hand,  the  Government  is  dependent  on 
information  from  scientists  and  epidemiolo¬ 
gists,  who  may  have  only  incomplete 
evidence  and  may  differ  in  its  interpretation. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Government  is 
expected  to  give  a  lead  and  to  balance  the 
interests  of  public  health  against  those  of 
important  sectors  such  as  agriculture  and 
industry,  and  the  country's  international 
links  and  obligations. 

The  most  difficult  balance  of  all  is  between 
fostering  complacency  and  inducing  panic. 
With  Aids,  the  Government  has  generally 
struck  the  right  note;  with  BSE  the  record  is 
more  dismal.  Each  fresh  statement  seems  to 
undercut  the  preceding  one.  With  every 


attempt  to  lay  out  the  latest  scientific  advice 
and  prudent  counsel  the  Government  app¬ 
ears  to  retreat  horn  lofty  certainty  and  make 
its  earlier  stance  look  like  culpable 
insouciance. 

The  result,  predictably,  is  cynicism  and 
confusion.  This  latest  statement  will  fuel 
consumer  alarm.  Farmers  are  bracing 
themselves  for  a  catastrophic  fall  in  beef 
sales  and  consumption;  exports  are  likely  to 
suffer  and  not  only  in  Germany;  hospitals, 
schools  and  cither  public  canteens  may  find 
themselves  under  increasing  pressure  to  ban 
beef  altogether. 

Whether  this  will  cause  the  Government 
political  damage  depends  on  two  questions. 
How  much  was  the  initial  attempt  to 
reassure  the  nation  dictated  by  pressure 
from  Britain’s  farmers?  And  how  rigorous 
was  the  Government  in  enforcing  pre¬ 
ventative  measures  suited  to  a  worst  case 
scenario? 

So  far  there  is  no  clear  evidence  of  a  cover- 
up;  indeed  yesterday’s  parliamentary  state¬ 
ment  came  within  hours  of  independent 
scientific  advice  suggesting  a  possible  link  in 
CJO  victims  to  exposure  to  BSE  before  the 
offal  ban  was  introduced  in  1989.  The  second 
question  cannot  be  so  reassuringly  an¬ 
swered:  it  took  too  long  before  new  rules 
were  introduced  for  abattoirs  and  proper 
inspection  was  enforced.  If  the  Government 
failed  to  provide  enough  officials  and  vets  to 
police  the  new  rules,  h  shares  in  any 
culpability.  John  Cummer’s  publicity  stunt 
of  feeding  his  daughter  a  hamburger  was 
distasteful  at  the  time  and  could  now  be  seen 
as  misleading  as  welL 

Ministerial  resolution  suggests  that,  short 
of  eliminating  Britain’s  beef  herds,  as  much 
is  being  done  as  possible  to  combat  BSE.  The 
worry  is  that  with  such  long  incubation 
periods,  it  will  be  years  before  any  increase 
in  CJD  infection  due  to  BSE  is  known.  The 
figures  so  far  are  very  small  but  the  trend  is 
portentous.  Britain  may  face  a  wave  of  cases 
contracted  in  childhood  that  only  become 
apparent  years  from  now. 


INDIA  AT  RISK 

Political  decay  compromises  economic  reforms 


The  conduct  of  regular  elections  makes 
India  unusual  in  the  Asian  continent  The 
country's  electorate  —  numbering  over  600 
Hilton — will  vote  for  a  new  administration 
in  April,  and  should  do  so  in  the  well-oiled 
way  of  the  “world’s  largest  democracy”.  But 
India’s  11th  elections,  allied  on  Tuesday  by 
P  .V  .Narasimha  Rao,  the  Prime  Minister, 
also  promise  to  guide  the  country  into  virgin 
political  territory. 

The  ruling  Congress  Parly,  which  has 
been  in  power  almost  without  interruption 
since  1947  —  the  year  of  Indians  indepen¬ 
dence  from  Britain  —  cannot  be  certain  this 
time  of  retaining  its  grip  on  the  Lok  Sabha, 
the  lower  house  of  parliament.  How  will  this 
affect  India?  Should  the  world  worry  if  Mr 
Rao  loses  his  parliamentary  majority?  Will 
tire  country’s  economic  reforms  survive,  un¬ 
scathed,  a  shift  in  the  balance  of  power?  The 
answers  to  these  questions  are  not  simple 
ones,  and  rightly  worry  observers  in  India 
and  abroad.  No  elections  in  India's  half- 
century  of  independence  have  been  as 
difficult  to  forecast  as  these  will  be. 

Three  broad  political  groupings  —  the 
Congress  Party,  the  Bhartiya  Janata  Party 
(BJP)  of  the  Hindu  Right,  and  the 
National/Left  Front  —  are  vying  for  power 
and  the  voters'  attention.  But  if  the  result  is  a 
coalition  government  (something  which  has 
never  occurred  before  in  Delhi  in  any 
meaningful  sense,  but  which  is  widely 
predicted  by  Indian  observers),  Mr  Rao  will 
have  to  be  a  part  of  any  formation. 

That  should  comfort  those  who  believe 
that  India  must  not  abandon  its  present  path 
of  economic  reform.  Mr  Rao  and 
Manmohan  Singh,  the  cerebral  Finance 
Minister,  have  together  extricated  India 
from  the  Fabian  morass  into  which  it  had 
been  plunged  by  decades  of  dirigiste  rule. 


Responsibility  for  India’s  previous  economic 
stagnation  rests  squarely  with  Jawaharlal 
Nehru,  the  first  Prime  Minister,  and  Indira 
Gandhi,  his  autocratic  daughter.  In  blind 
pursuit  of  a  Soviet  model  of  development  — 
marked  by  hubristic  notions  of  “self- 
reliance*’,  centralised  economic  planning 
and  a  deep-rooted  suspicion  of  foreign 
investment  —  they  impoverished  India  to 
such  an  extent  that  history  mil  surely  judge 
them  more  harshly  than  did  contemporary 
accounts  of  their  rule. 

A  commitment  to  a  free  economy  is  now 
shared,  to  varying  degrees,  by  all  three  ma¬ 
jor  parties.  Yet  there  is  more  to  the  making  of 
alliances  than  a  party’s  attitude  to  the  eco¬ 
nomy:  Right  and  Left,  in  sharp  disagree¬ 
ment  over  the  issue  of  India’s  religious  mino¬ 
rities,  wiU  never  share  power.  Only  the  Con¬ 
gress  party  —  a  broad  temple  if  ever  there 
was  one — has  the  ideological  flexibility  to  tie 
a  knot  of  government  with  either  the  BJP  or 
the  National/ Left  Front.  Whereas  an  ab¬ 
solute  Congress  majority  would  suit  the 
country  best  an  alliance  with  the  BJP  would 
not  be  a  bad  outcome  for  India.  A  spell  in 
power  in  Delhi  could  have  a  sobering  effect 
on  the  latter’s  strident  “Hinduness”,  while  at 
the  same  time  taking  account  of  the 
increasingly  irrepressible  concerns  of  a 
section  of  India's  religious  majority. 

But  the  most  important  task  for  all  parties 
is  a  regeneration  of  India's  political  institu¬ 
tions.  as  well  as  faith  in  the  country's 
politicians.  As  the  country’s  economy  has 
opened  itself  to  global  influences  its  polity 
has  sunk  ever  more  deeply  into  decay  and 
corruption.  No  party  can  claim  to  be  free 
from  taint;  no  party  can  claim  that  it  need 
not  improve  itself.  Corruption  may  not  lose 
Mr  Rao  the  next  elections,  but  it  has  already 
lost  him  the  voters’  respecL 


STROKE  YOUR  RESOURCES 


Corporate  teamwork  is  one  ideal:  to  scratch  a  living  is  another 


To  err  is  human  but  to  forgive  with  a  smile 
may  soon  be  company  policy.  Buddhist 
techniques  are  being  introduced  to  the  City 
of  London  by  management  consultants. 
Standard  Chartered  Bank  has  decided  to 
teach  its  executives  Japanese  kaizen  team¬ 
work  and  continuous  self-appraisal.  What 
other  breezes  can  we  expect  from  the  wet 
wind  of  change  now  Wowing  through  the 
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weekend  of  executive  games,  will  get  their 
acts  of  random  kindness  over  early  in  the 
day.  A  human  resources  manager  with  his 
arm  around  a  human  resource  risks  being 
treated  like  a  treasurer  with  his  hand  in  the 
till.  It  is  one  thing  to  recommend  praising 
subordinates  and  smiling  more,  another  to 
introduce  this  to  those  City  folk  suspicious  of 
any  smiles  other  than  Samuel  and  resentful 
of  poise  other  than  self-praise. 

Maxims  for  subordinate- friendly  man¬ 
agement  include  getting  rid  of  Mickey 
Mouse  rules  that  belittle  people.  But  surety 
enforcement  and  complaints  about  petty 
rules,  such  as  no-smoking  areas  or  canteen 
opening  hours,  provide  the  most  interesting 
times  for  office  workers.  Japanese  Happy 
Hour  teamwork  meetings  offend  British 
reticence,  diffidence  and  dislike  of  putting 
oneself  forward. 

This  new  Zen  Buddhist  method  of 
motivating  managers  may  triumph  yet 
Where  Ccrca-Cola  and  British  Petroleum  are 
experimenting,  other  would-be  corporate 
evangelism  may  follow.  But  the  engines  of 
the  markets  until  now  have  been  money  and 
individualism.  The  spirit  of  team  games, 
invented  by  the  British,  is  to  play  up,  play  up 
and  play  the  game  without  much  self- 
appraisal  or  confession  of  sins,  let  alone  a 
mantra. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Checks  on  reasons  Privatisation  of  Civil  Service  agency 
for  gun  ownership 

From  the  Reverend  Michael  J.  Ward 


Sir,  As  parish  minister  of  a  rural  com¬ 
munity  I  am  often  called  upon  to  act 
as  a  referee  in  countersigning  fire¬ 
arms  applications.  The  majority  erf 
these  are  made  by  farmers  and  game¬ 
keepers  whose  livelihood  requires  the 
use  of  a  weapon  for  pesT  control  or  the 
shooting  of  game:  in  these  cases  I  am 
happy  to  oblige,  after  asking  a  few 
questions. 

On  one  particular  occasion  I  did  not 
feel  that  the  applicant  was  suitable  to 
hold  a  weapon  or  that  his  reasons 
were  entirely  legitimate.  ( therefore  re¬ 
fused  to  countersign  his  application. 
But  I  also  knew  that  he  was  free  to 
seek  other  referees  who  might  not 
share  my  misgivings.  My  conscience 
was  dear,  but  that  is  of  no  conse¬ 
quence  if  an  applicant  is  determined 
xo  obtain  a  licence  and  is  no  help  to  the 
community  in  which  he  lives. 

May  I  suggest  that  Lord  Cullen  and 
those  entrusted  with  reviewing  gun 
legislation  (report,  March  15)  in  the 
aftermath  of  fast  week’s  tragedy  consi¬ 
der  introducing  a  firearms  applica¬ 
tion  form  with  a  tear-off  slip  with  box¬ 
es  to  be  ticked  fay  the  referee  “suitable" 
or  “unsuitable'’.  The  referee  would  be 
required  by  law  to  remove  and  com¬ 
plete  this  after  speaking  to  the  appli¬ 
cant  (but  without  disclosing  his  ver¬ 
dict).  and  then  post  rt  to  the  police  offi¬ 
cer  in  charge  of  processing  applica¬ 
tions. 

Such  a  suggestion  would  not  only 
give  referees  the  opportunity  to  give 
unbiased  and  confidential  advice,  but 
h  would  also  prevent  potential  gun- 
users  taking  their  applications,  intact, 
around  the  community  until  a  favour¬ 
able  signature  is  obtained. 

Yours. 

M.  WARD. 

St  Madoes  Manse,  Glencarse,  Perth. 
March  19. 

From  Mrs  Christine  Makin 

Sir,  Checks  cm  foe  suitability  of  people 
to  own  and  use  firearms  should  be 
made  more  frequently  than  at  five- 
year  intervals.  Much  can  happen  in 
five  years  to  alter  people’s  suitability. 

Yours  faithfully, 

CHRISTINE  MAKIN, 

*  The  Lodge.  103  Fore  Street, 

Plympton  St  Maurice, 

Plymouth,  Devon. 

March  14. 

From  Dr  D.  F.  Severs 

Sir.  Mr  McKelvie  (letter.  March  15) 
maintains  that  “every  kitchen,  garden 
shed  or  garage  contains  objects  and 
substances  that  have  lethal  potential  if 
malevolently  used". 

Which  objects  or  substances  in  my 
kitchen,  garden  shed  or  garage  could 
be  used  to  kill  17  and  injure  14  in  a 
matter  of  minutes? 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  F.  SEVERS, 

29  Crest  brooke, 

Northallerton,  North  Yorkshire. 
March  15. 

From  Mr  Jerome  Gardner 

Sir,  Your  leader  “Armour  and  light” 
(March  16)  supplied  some  interesting 
historical  information  on  foe  Royal 
Armouries  Museum.  However,  sure¬ 
ly  there  should  have  been  some  men¬ 
tion  therein  —  or  at  least  elsewhere  in 
that  issue  —  of  foe  shocking  misjudg- 
ment  on  the  part  of  officialdom  which 
resulted  in  the  Queen's  unaltered  visit 
to  Leeds  at  a  time  while  national  feel¬ 
ings  are  running  so  high  in  foe  wake 
of  the  slaughter  at  Dunblane. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JEROME  GARDNER. 

Mortkombe.  Cherry  Bridge, 
Barbrook,  Lynton,  Devon. 

March  16. 


Nature  of  evil 

From  the  Chaplain  of  St  Andrew^ 
Hospital.  Northampton 

Sir.  Many  people,  including  my  friend 
and  mentor  die  Bishop  of  Edinburgh 
(Credo,  March  14),  have  spoken  of 
“evil”  in  connection  with  the  Dun¬ 
blane  killer.  It  seems  virtually  certain 
that  Thomas  Hamilton  was  severely 
mentally  disordered.  Is  mental  dis¬ 
order  to  be  equated  .with  evil? 

Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  CAMP, 

St  Andrew's  Hospital. 

Billing  Road,  Northampton. 

March  14. 

From  MrJ.  H.  Rogers 

Sir,  Senior  Churchmen  and  politi¬ 
cians  have  spoken  of  “evil”,  “brutal¬ 
ity"  and  the  need  for  prayers  for  foe 
families  of  the  Dunblane  victims. 

But  is  this  not  an  abrogation  of  res¬ 
ponsibility  by  those  who  should  lead 
public  opinion  and  hold  the  high  mor¬ 
al  ground?  Surely  they  must  realise 
foal  this  was  an  accident  caused  by  a 
mentally  sick  man  and  that  this  is  no 
rime  for  the  language  of  Salem. 

Do  not  his  family  deserve  their 
prayers  too? 

Yours  sincerely, 

JOHN  ROGERS, 

41  Druidsvflle  Road.  Liverpool  18,  . 
March  15. 


From  Sir  Brian  Border 

Sir,  Peter  Riddell's  article  (March  15) 
about  the  Government's  defeat  In  foe 
House  of  Lords  over  its  plan  to  sell  off 
Recruitment  and  Assessment  SaYfoes 
(RAS),  the  agency  responsible  among 
other  things  for  Civil  Service  fast- 
stream  selection  and  recruitment,  was 
welcome  and  timely,  especially  in  its 
conclusion  that  the  best  course  would 
be  to  drop  foe  plan  altogether. 

But  it  is  not  right  to  say  that  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  Government's  proposal  in 
recent  months  has  been  confined  to 
“the  grear  and  the  good  from  the  1960s 
and  J970s”,  as  Peter  Riddell  calls 
them. 

As  one  of  RAS’s  current  panel  of  as¬ 
sessors  (who  has  gone  into  print  and 
been  otherwise  active  in  opposition  to 
RAS  privatisation)  and  as  a  retired 
diplomat,  who  served  as  a  head  of 
mission  in  the  1980s  and  1990s,  I  am 
far  from  unique  among  opponents  of 
privatisation  in  being  of  rather  more 
recent  vintage. 

Equally  significant  has  been  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  opposition  to  privatisation  on 
foe  part  of  those,  younger  still,  who 
are  professionally  debarred  from  ex¬ 
pressing  their  views  in  public  foe 
serving  civil  servants  who  act  as  de¬ 
partmental  assessors  in  the  RAS  as¬ 
sessment  and  recruitment  process. 

It  is  widely  known  that  many  of 
these,  all  exceptionally  well  placed  to 
make  an  informed  judgment,  view  the 
prospect  of  privatisation  with  concern 
and  dismay. 

One  cannot  attribute  the  views  of 
these  people,  mainly  in  mid-career,  to 
nostalgia  or  to  foe  gut  conservatism  of 
declining  years.  Nor  are  their  views 
coloured  by  self-interest  assessors,  or 
their  departments,  could  expea  to  be 


considerably  better  rewarded  if  fees  - 
were  set  at  market  rates  after  privati¬ 
sation. 

Yours  truly, 

BRIAN  BARDER. 

10  Melrose  Road. 

Southfields,  SW18.  ..  . 

March  17. 

From  Lord  Bancroft 

Sir.  Mr  Peter  Riddell's  account  of  foe. .. 
House  of  Lords  debate  on  March  3  is 
welcome,  instructive  and  resounding¬ 
ly  right  in  its  condusions. 

It  also  holds  out  the  agreeable  con-  \ 
ceil  of  "an  element  of  the  retired  Per¬ 
manent  Secretaries'  dub"  operating 
in  foe  debate.  I  doubt  whether  Lords  ' 
Callaghan.  Jenkins  of.HflJhead,  Ken- 
net,  Bruce  of  Donmgton,  McIntosh  of ' 
Haringey  and  Baroness  Williams  of 
Crusty,  or  Lords  Peyton,  Rippon  dr 
Marlesfbrd  (mentioned  in  the  piece) 
would  thank  him  for  implying  that 
they  were  members  of  such  a  club. 
They  ail  spoke  in  foe  debate,  as  of 
course  did  others  not  fitting  fas  des¬ 
cription. 

A  glance  at  foe  list  of  the  124  peers 
who  voted  for  my  amendment,  and 
against  the  Government,  shows  117  as 
non-raembers  of  the  dub.  And  13  were 
Conservatives,  of  whom  five  were 
former  ministers.  Indeed,  with  two  ex¬ 
ceptions,  every  former  minister  taking 
part  in  foe  division  voted  against  the 
Government,  irrespective  of  party.  I 
make  that  26  ministers  compared 
with  seven  Permanent  Secretaries. 
VWtose  club? 

Yours  faithfully, 

BANCROFT, 

House  of  Lords. 

March  15. 


Sale  of  HMSO 

From  Mr  Stephen  Saxby 

Sir,  The  Government's  plans  to  sell  off 
Her  Majesty's  Stationery  Office  (re¬ 
port,  77ie  Sunday  Times.  February  4; 
letter,  December  28, 1995)  and  its  pol¬ 
ity  on  the  administration  of  Crown 
copyright  (parliamentary  written  an¬ 
swers  to  Lord  Lester  of  Heme  Hill. 
Hansard,  March  13. 1996)  are  of  signi¬ 
ficant  concern  to  universities. 

It  is  questionable  whether  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  intention  to  make  official 
information  as  widely  and  readily 
available  as  possible,  taking  into  ac¬ 
count  the  need  to  protect  foe  interests 
of  foe  taxpayer,  can  be  guaranteed . 
without  further  clarification. 

Under  present  arrangements  uni¬ 
versity  libraries  have  been  able  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  a  price  with  HMSO  for  selec¬ 
tive  subscription  to  official  publica¬ 
tions,  but  since  future  negotiation  on 
pricing  will  be  with  the  private-sector 
purchaser  of  HMSO,  will  foe  Govern¬ 
ment  make  any  provision  for  such  ar¬ 
rangements  to  continue? 

An  increasing  volume  of  official 
publications  will  appear  in  electronic 
formats.  Present  charging  policy  has 
been  to  seek  a  commercial  return  on 
information  in  this  form  on  a  quite 
separate  basis  to  the  educational  price 
concessions  negotiated  for  traditional 
printed  formats. 

If  too  much  emphasis  is  placed  on 
treating  official  information  as  a 


tradeable  commodity  within  a  con¬ 
trolled  commercial  market,  the  broad¬ 
er  objective  of  securing  access  and  use 
of  this  valuable  resource  to  improve 
file  competitiveness  of  the  nation  win 
be  undermined. 

Many  governments  have  prepared 
public-sector  national  information  in-, 
{restructure  plans  designed  to  exploit 
the  potmtial  of  the  Internet  An  an¬ 
nouncement  on  February  .  9  by  foe 
Chancellor  of  foe  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
that  the  toll  text  of  all  new  Acts  will  be 
published  or*  the  Internet  is  a  small 
but  welcome  step,  but  it  remains  only 
a  concession.  Much  more  use  could  be 
made  of  this  resource  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  and  exploitation  of  official  infor¬ 
mation  the  Government  were  mind¬ 
ed  to  do  so. 

Perhaps  there  is  something  to  be 
said  for  foe  United  States  appruachlo 
this  issue.  In  1995  it  legislated  to  pre¬ 
vent  government  agencies  restricting  - 
or  regulating  the  use,  resale,  arne-dis- 
semination  of  public  information  or 
the  levying  of  user  fees  that  exceed  the 
distribution  oast 

Maybe  the  time  has  come  for  the 
Government  to  take  a  doser  look  at  . 
hew  its  information  policy  is  working 
and  to  reassess  its  medium  and  long¬ 
term  goals. 

Yours  sincerely, 

STEPHEN  SAXBY. 

University  of  Southampton. 

Faculty  of  Law. 

Highfield,  Southampton  SO!7  IBJ. 


Teaching  standards 

From  Mr  Michael  Paffard 

Sir.  Mrs  Douglas  Heyman  (letter, 
March  13)  should  be  reminded  that 
"trendy"  is  hardly  an  appropriate  in¬ 
sult  to  throw  at  a  child-centred  rather 
titan  a  subject-centred  approach  to  the 
education  of  young  children.  What 
she  calls  "foe  well  tried  disciplines  of 
the  classroom"  worked,  after  a  fash¬ 
ion.  fora  minority  of  children,  usually 
from  supportive  homes.  They  kept  the 
majority  quiet  and  obedient  until  they 
escaped  into  a  life  often  of  manual 
labour. 

Child-centred  principles  are  often 
only  half-heartedly  practised  in 
under-resourced  schools  designed  far 
the  sort  of  formal  dialk-and-talk  in¬ 
struction  your  correspondent  ap¬ 
proves.  We  shall  find  the  way  forward 
not  by  putting  the  dock  bade  but  by 
property  supporting  and  improving  a 
trained  teaching  profession. 

Yours  faithfully. 

MICHAEL  PAFFARD. 

3  Church  Bank.  Keele.  Staffordshire. 
March  14. 

From  Mr  Martyn  Beckett 

Sir.  1  find  the  tone  of  Mrs  Heymari’s 
letter  benighted  and  simplistic.  My  ex¬ 


perience  over  18  years  in  the  class¬ 
room  is  that  there  is  often,  much  to  be 
said  for  dispensing  with  the  format  of 
children  sitting  in  serried  ranks  of' 
desks. 

Tables  do  not  have  to  be  "dotted 
about”.  Teachers  do  more  than  make 
“odd  visits”,  and  what  is  wrong  with  a 
“cosy  chat"  by  way  of  offering  re-as- 
su  ranee  and  encouragement? 

!t  is  ironic  that  you  published  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  same  day  that  Britain 
boasts  the  longest  working  week  in 
Europe.  We  send  our  children  to  nurs¬ 
eries  earlier  and  earlier,  presumably 

—  by  some  blind  and  erroneous  logic 

—  to  get  them  ahead  m  foe  rat  race. 
For  rats,  read  chickens.  Do  we  want 

“battery"  at  foe  expense  of  "free- 
range"?  . 

A  certain  amount  of  freedom  un¬ 
doubtedly  helps  to  develop  those  qual¬ 
ities  which  are  so  valuable  in  busi  ¬ 
ness,  industry  and  other  areas  of  adult 
life,  and  I  find  that  sympathy,  under¬ 
standing.  flexibility  and  initiative  are 
most  effectively  nurtured  in  a  variety 
of  working  conditions. 

Yours  faithfully, 

MARTYN  BECKETT, 

The  Cottage, 

Yarlet  HaH.  Stafford. ..  . 

March  14. 
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Cherie  Blair 

From  Mr  Peter  Hitchens 

Sir,  Nigella  Lawson  f’Cherie’s  got 
them  on  foe  run”.  March  13)  misun¬ 
derstands  my  interest  in  Chafe 
Booth's  1983  campaign  for  Parlia¬ 
ment.  !  am  seeking  public  documents, 
recollections  of  speeches  made  at  open 
meetings  and  nothing  else. 

My  investigation  has  nothing  to  do 
with  Ms  Booth's  blameless  personal 
life,  nor  with  some  Freudian  fear  of 
powerful  women,  but  with  a  subject 
which  rarely  comes  up  these  days:  the 
actual  political  views  and  instincts  of 
Labour’s  elite. 

Ms  Booth  has  been  a  politician  in. 
her  own  right,  addressing  meetings 
from  Labour  Party  platforms,  ami  can 
reasonably  be  assumed  ro  hold  strong 
convictions.  Had  her  husband  not 
been  selected  for  a  safe  seat,  she  might 
well  now  grace  the  Shadow  Cabinet 
white  he  toiled  at  the  Bar. 


Having  a  flutter — 
reality  and  fantasy 

From  Mr  Toby  JesseL  MP for 

Twickenham  { Conservative ) 

Sir,  Professor  Tim  Congdon  (“How 
the  lottery  robs  us”,  March  15)  is  of 
course  right  that  purposely  invested 
savings  are  a  more  efficient  way  to 
save  money  than  playing  the  National 
Lottery.  However,  he  ignores  the  fact 
that  most  adults  enjoy  the  freedom  of 
deciding  whether  to  have  a  .weekly 
flutter.  •  •  -  •  • 

The  evidence' to  date  shows  that 
playing  is  spread  fairly  evenly  across 
sodal  aiid  economic  groups.  The  aver¬ 
age-  household  weekly  spend  on  foe 
National  Lottery  is  less  than  the  price 
of  renting  a  video  film.  It  is  also  dear 
where  lottery  money  has  beat  going: 
cverforte  million  prizewinners.  every 
week,  with  358  jackpot  wins  so  far 
and  5,000-plus  charities,  sports,  arts 
and  community  groups  which,  in  the 
first  year,  have  been  awarded  over  El 
bQlion. 

The  Prime  Minister,  believes  that 
the  lottery  can  provide  the  nation  with 
leisure  and  culture  facilities  which  al¬ 
low  everyone  in  this  country  to  share 
in  opportunities  that  were  once  avail¬ 
able  only  to  the  privileged  few.  Such 
facilities  will  never  have  first  call  m 
the  public  purse,  but  the  lottery1  re¬ 
leases  funds  to  help  regenerate  our 
communities,  while  allowing  each  of 
us  a  fleeting  fantasy.  - 

Our  National  Lottery  is  highly  re¬ 
gulated,  and  the  financial  acawnts  of 
the  distribution  of  lottery  proceeds  are 
subject  to  annual  scrutiny  by  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Accounts  Committee.  Nobody  is 
forced  to  play,  and  Government  has 
no  rote  in.  telling  people  how  to  spend 
their' money.  . 

Professor  Congdon  may  have  his 
finger  on  foe  pulse  of  the  economy, 
but  he  is  misinformed  about  ' the  lot¬ 
tery,  and  cm  this  issues  he  is  out  of  step 
with  public  opinion. 

Yours  truly,  . 

TOBY  JESSEL  (Chairman, 
Conservative  Parliamentary  .  ■ 

Arts  and  Heritage  Committee). 

House  of  Commons. 

March  15. 

From  the  Reverend  Roger  Driver 

Sir,  Tim  Congdon  is  absolutely  right 
As  someone  who  lives  and  works  in 
an  urban  priority  area  on  foe  edge  of 
liverpool.I  am  aware  of  how  many 
families  are  drawn  into  foe  false 
hopes  of  the  lottery. 

■Many  decent  peoptehere  are  strug¬ 
gling  to  bring  up  children  against  foe 
backdrop  of  social  deprivation  and 
real  poverty.  On  very  low  wages,  or 
unemployed  and  on  -  sodal  security 
benefits,  they  are  spending  dispropor¬ 
tionate  amounts  of  money  week  ty 
week  on  foe  minute  chance  of  a  big 
win. 

What  an  indictment  of  our  society. 
Many  families  1  know  are  living  per¬ 
manently  in  a  fantasy  land  that  is 
shattered  eveiy  Saturday  —  to  be  re¬ 
lived  the  following  week. 

People  of  Fazakerley  and  elsewhere 
deserve  better.  They  deserve  to  be  able 
to  grasp  real  opportunities  based  an 
achievable  hopes  for  a  better  life.  In 
my  parish  I  "have  seen  people  achieve 
self-empoweirnent  through  simple 
self-help  projects  like  those  financed 
by  foe  Church  Urban  Fund  (through 
congregations’  donations). 

There  should  be  more  opportunities 
of  this  kind  and  — as  Professor  Cong- 
den  called  for  —  for  advancement 
through  the  old  virtues  of  “thrift  and 
hard  work". 

Yours  sincerely, 

ROGER  DRIVER  (Team  .vicar), 

St  Paul's,  Fazakerley,  Merseyside. 
March  15. 


Raising  the  tone 

From  Mr.  Don  Bradbury 

Sir,  Surely  there  is  an  American  influ¬ 
ence  in  accounting  for  the  current 
speech  pattern  of  many. young  British 
people  f  Soap  opera  Australian-speak 
raises  foe  tone”,  report,  March  19). 
The  Australian  influence  is  a  modem 
phenomenon  toafl  but  cricket  and  ten- 
.  nis  fans,  whereas  for  many  decades, 
in  films  and  TV.  shows,  we  have  suf¬ 
fered  the  American  proclivity  for  a 
questioning  intonation'  with  a  rise  in 
voice  pitch  at  the  end  of  a  sentence. 

•  rm  rto  language  expert,  but  I  be¬ 
lieve  out  own  antipodeanssimply  cop¬ 
ied  the  Americans,  as  we  do,  and  the 
Americans  possibly  inherited  thecus- 
tomin  tiie  first  place  from  their  Irish 
immigrants.  Biit  I  agree,  the  habit  is 
likely  to  imply  insecurity,  a  desire  for 
agreement,  and  is  a  self-effacing 
stance  in  an  uncertain  world. 

The  other  possibility  is  that  it  stm-- 
piy  means  "do  you  know  what  I’m 
talking  about?”,  and  the  habit  fa 
slightty  preferable  to  the  increasingly 
used  ‘tywtVqr  worse  still  “yaT\  after 
every  staienidit. ! . 

Yours,  faithfully,  ,  :  ■ 

DON  BRADBURY, 

.  6  Solway  Rise,  Dronfieid  Wood  house, 
Sheffield,  South  Yorkshire.  . 

March 'ft."  . 


Because  of  this  accident  of  history, 
she  has  not  had  to  go  through  the  erri- 
'barrassing  and  painful  public  recan¬ 
tation  of  the  policies  on  which  she 
once  stood,  for  office,  and  which  is  so 
essential  for  Opposition  frahtbench- .  ■ 
cars  that  the  road  to  Damascus  fa  now 
badly  congested.  Maybe  she  has-, 
changed  her  mind,  maybe  noL  Butin  " 
any  case,  it  is  an  important  pditkal ; 

topic.  When  an  entire  party  declares  “  7 

tbM.il  didn’t  mean  a  word  of  its  ntani-  -  -  „ 

festo  and  that  everything  it  ever  stood  OpTlHg  IH  ttie  air? 

fee- is  now  so  much  garbage,  foe  press 
is-entitied  to  investigate.  ;  . . 

If  the  response  of  the  Labour  press 
to  my  inquiry — involving  personal  at¬ 
tacks  ot  me  — :  is  anytiung'to  go  by,  i 
fear  for.  freedom  of  foe  {Hess  under  a 
Blair  government  :  , 


Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  HrrCHENS.  ’ 
The  Daily  Express, 

245  "Blackfriars  Road,  SEl. 
March  I4r 


From  Mrs  Angela  Tremayne 

.Sir,  I  note  the  daira  by  Government 
expertsthatsprmgdemtingis  “easier 
-and  more  enjoyable  than  other  forms 
of  . exercise"  (report  March  20)-Whor 
ever  thinks,  that  has  .dearly  never 
doneany.  ... 

Yours  faithfully,:  -  '  ‘  ’ 

'  ANGELA  TREMAYNE, 

1  Old  London  Road,  Mflfon  Common, 
Hume,  Oxfordshire.  : 

March  20.  '  .  . 


■TBtJ'n  -no  nsa'S'a  O  cr  S  a  3  a  tiqtj  «,  n'G  aai2KSaa> 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  19:  Captain  Budhikumar 
C lining.  The  Queen's  Gurkha  En¬ 
gineers,  and  Captain  Qimrafaa ihadur 
Rat,  The  Royal  Gurkha  Rifles.  (The 
Queen's  Gurkha  Orderly  Officers) 
were  received  by  The  Queen  when 
Her  Majesty  invested  them  with  the 
Insignia  of  Members  of  the  Royal 
Victorian  Order. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  2f>  His  Excellency  Mr  Ahmed 
Zaki  was  received  in  audience  by  The 
Queen  and  presorted  his  Letters  of 
Commission  as  High  Commissioner 
for  the  Republic  of  Maldives  in 
London. 

Sir  John  Coles  (ftsmvuusu  Under¬ 
secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  and 
Commonwealth  Affairs)  was  present 
The  Queen.  Patron.  Royal  Army 

Ordnance  Corps  Charitable  Trust, 
received  Major  General  Mkhad 
Callan  (President!  who  presented  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Trust  to  Her 
Majesty. 

Brigadier  Michael  Owen  (Sec¬ 
retory.  Royal  Army  Ordnance  Corps 
Charitable  Trust)  was  also  received 
by  The  Queen. 

The  following  were  received  in 
audience  by  The  Queen  and  kissed 
hands  upon  their  appointment  as 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassadors:  Mr 
William  Fullerton  [the  Kingdom  of 
Morocco),  Mr  James  McCulloch  (the 
Republic  of  fcdand)  and  Mr  Peter 
Smith  (the  Kingdom  of  Lesotho}. 

Mrs  Fullerton,  Mrs  McCulloch 
and  Mrs  Smith  were  also  received  by 
Her  Majesty. 

The  Queen.  Patron,  the  Guide 
Association,  this  afternoon  opened 
die  new  Guide  Heritage  Centre. 
Buckingham  Palace  Road.  London 
SWI.  and  was  received  by  The 
Princess  Margaret.  Countess  of 
Snowdon  (President).  Mrs  Margaret 
Wright  (Chief  CbmmiMtiofiHj  and 
Councillor  Martin  Jiggens  (Deputy 
Lord.  Mayor  of  Westminster). 

The  Baroness  Miller  of  Hendon 
(Baroness  in  Waiting)  was  present  at 
Heathrow  Airport.  London,  this 
morning  upon  the  departure  of  the 
Governor-General  of  Canada  and 
Madame  LeBIanc  10  bid  Their  Ex¬ 
cellencies  farewell  on  behalf  of  The 
Queen. 

BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
March  20:  The  Princess  Royal  Pa¬ 
tron.  today  attended  the  Butier  Trust 
Awards  ceremony  and  Luncheon  at 
Buckingham  Palace. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  die  Transaid  Board  Dinner 


at  the  British  Railways  Board.  Eustoci 
House.  Evers  holt  Srreci.  London. 
NW1. 

CLARENCE  HOUSE 
March  3k  Queen  Elizabeth  The 
Queen  Mather  this  afternoon  re¬ 
ceived  the  Presidents  of  Queen 
Maryk  Clothing  Guild  at  St  James’s 
Palace  on  the  occasion  of  die  Guild's 
Annual  Genera]  Meeting. 

Dame  Prances  CampbdbPreston 
was  in  attendance: 

ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
March  2ft  The  Prince  of  Wales  this 
morning  visited  the  Centra]  Office  of 
Information.  Hercules  Road.  London 

SET.  on  the  occasion  of  its  Fiftieth 
Anniversary. 

His  Riqyal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  Asprey.  New  Bond  Street, 
London  Wl.  loured  the  workshops 
and  was  entertained  to  Luncheon  by 
the  Chairman. 

The  Prince  of  Woles  later  held  a 
meeting  at  St  James'S  Palace  to 
discuss  the  re-use  of  redundant 
buildings. 

His  Royal  Highness.  Patron,  the 
Macmillan  Nurse  Appeal,  this  eve¬ 
ning  attended  a  Concert  in  aid  of  the 
Cancer  Relief  Macmillan  Fund  at  the 
Royal  Albert  Hail.  London  SW7. 

YORK  HOUSE 
ST  JAMES'S  PALACE 
March  2ft  The  Duke  of  Kent,  Vice- 
Chairman.  the  British  Overseas 
Trade  Board,  this  morning  visited 
Munradtech  Industrial  Generators 
Limited.  Griders  Hall  Road, 
Loughborough,  and  was  met  on 
arrival  by  Her  Majesty's  Lord- 
Lieutenant  of  Leicestershire  (Mr 
Timothy  Brooks). 

His  Royal  Highness  this  afternoon 
visited  Loughborough  Sound  Images  , 
Limited.  Ashby  Road.  Loughbor¬ 
ough:  and  lata1  visited  Virtuality 
Entertainment  Limited,  BraHsfond 
Industrial  Park.  Leicester. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent  this  morning 
opened  the  new  Ripon  By-Pass. 
Krpon,  and  was  met  on  arrival  by  Her 
Majesty's  Lord- Lieutenant  of  North 
Yorkshire  (Sir  Marcus  Wore  ley). 

Her  Royal  Highness  later  opened 
the  Ripon  Leisure  Centre,  Dollamires 
Lane.  Ripon.  The  Duchess  of  Kent 
this  afternoon  opened  the  new  Head¬ 
quarters  of  the  North  Yorkshire 
Ambulance  Service  NHS  Trust,  Am¬ 
bulance  Headquarters.  Fairiidds. 
Shipton  Road.  York:  and  as  Patron, 
the  Choir  School's  Association,  vis¬ 
ited  York  Minster  Choir  School. 
Dean  gale.  York. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS:  Johann  Sebastian  Bach, 
composer.  Eisenach.  Germany. 
1685;  Claude-Nicolas  Ledoux, 
architect.  Dormans-su  r-M  a  me. 
1736:  Jean  Paul  Richter,  humour¬ 
ist,  WunsiedeL  Germany.  1763; 
Jean  Baptiste  Fourier,  math¬ 
ematician.  Auxerre,  France.  1768; 
Henry  Kirke  White,  poet,  Notting¬ 
ham.  1785;  Benito  Juarez,  President 
of  Mexico  1861-72,  San  Pablo, 
Mexico,  1806;  Modest  Mussorg¬ 
sky.  composer.  Karcwo,  1835;  Al¬ 
bert  Chevalier,  music  hall 
entertainer.  London.  1861:  HAL 
Fisher,  historian.  London.  1865; 
Florenz  Zkgfeld.  theatrical  pro¬ 
ducer,  Ch  icago.  1869;  Hans  Hof¬ 
mann.  painter.  Weissenberg. 
Germany,  188ft  Erich  Mendel¬ 
sohn,  architect,  Ailenstein.  East 
Prussia.  1887. 

DEATHS:  Thomas  Cranmer, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  1533-56, 
burnt  at  the  stake,  Oxford.  1556; 
James  Ussher.  Archbishop  of  Ar¬ 
magh  1625-56.  Rrigate.  Surrey, 
1656;  Samuel  Parker.  Bishop  of 
Oxford  1686-88,  Oxford.  1688;  John 
Law,  economist.  Venice.  1729: 


Richard  Dawes,  scholar,  Heworth, 
Newcastle.  1766;  Jean-Bap  tiste 
Greuze,  painter,  Paris,  ISOS;  Rob¬ 
ert  Southey.  Poet  Laureate  181.343. 
Keswick.  1843;  William  Scores  by. 
clergyman  and  Arctic  explorer, 
Torquay,  1857;  Sir  Michael 
Redgrave,  actor,  Denham.  Buck¬ 
inghamshire,  1985;  Leo  Fender, 
pioneer  of  the  electric  guitar. 
Fullerton,  California.  1991. 
Aneurin  Bevan  announced  gov¬ 
ernment  proposals  for  a  National 
Health  Service,  1946. 

Dr  Kwame  Nkrumah  was  elected 
the  first  African  Rime  Minister 
south  of  the  Sahara.  1952. 

Africans  were  massacred  by  police 
at  Sharpevflle.  South  Africa,  1960. 
Alcatraz  prison  dosed.  1963. 


Fltzwilliam  College, 
Cambridge 

Derek  Gifford  NicboUs,  MA. 
PhD,  University  Lecturer  in  Land 
Economy,  has  been  elected  to  a 
Fellowship  in  Class  A. 


Santorio  Santorio,  a  17th-century  Padua  professor, 
in  a  chair  recording  weight  change  after  eating 


Primitive 
[  diet  advice 
is  hard  to 
swallow 

By  John  Vincent 

A  VAST  library  contradicting 
the  notion  that  dieting  is  a 
modern  obsession  is  expected 
to  fetch  up  to  £I7Q.(XX)  at  a 
Christie's  auction  in  London 
tomorrow.  More  than  1,000 
volatiles  dating  back  to  die 
l$th  century  were  collected  by 
John  Yadkin,  an  East  Ender 
who  became  Britain’s  first 
professor  of  nutrition. 

Some  of  the  advice  might 
be  difficult  for  a  modern 
dietitian  to  stomach.  Thomas 
Organ,  in  the  1605  book  The 
Haven  of  Health,  eschewed 
the  eating  of  raw  pears  and 
apples:  “Peares  eaten  raw 
make  waterish  and  corrupt 
bloud,  and  beside  that,  they 
engender  wind  and  so  cause 
the  CUllkke.** 

An  1820  treatise  on  Adul¬ 
terations  of  Food  and  Culi¬ 
nary  Poisons,  by  Frederick 
Accum,  exposed  the  wide¬ 
spread  use  of  potentially  le¬ 
thal  additives.  They  included 
alum  for  whitening  flour  tea 
with  leaves  from  hedgerows; 
pepper  adulterated  with  floor 
sweepings;  and  pickles  made 
green  with  copper. 

One  of  the  rarest  volumes 
is  a  1475  first  edition  of 
possibly  the  world's  first 


cookery  book,  by  Bartolo¬ 
meo  Ptafina.  The  ‘'humanist 
treatise  on  the  art  of  good 
living”  is  estimated  to  fetch 
E3.000-t5.000. 

Mr  Yadkin,  who  died  last 
year  aged  85.  was  the  son  of 
Orthodox  Jewish  parents 


who  fled  the  Russian  po¬ 
groms  of  1005.  He  became 
professor  of  nutrition  at 
Queen  Elizabeth  College; 
London  University,  from  1954 
to  1971.  The  collection  is 
being  sold  by  his  son  Michael 
to  endow  a  scholarship. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Prince  of  Wales  will  be  the 
host  at  a  concert  and  dinner  at 
Buckingham  Palace  at  7.00  to 
mark  Lord  Menuhin's  80th 
fcrirthday. 

The  Duke  of  Kent  win  also 
attend. 

The  Princess  Royal  as  Patron  of 
Sense,  the  National  Dealblind  and 
Rubella  Association,  will  visit  a 
Sense  shop  at  4  Blackwell  Street, 
Swan  Centre.  Kidderminster,  at 
10.10;  as  President  of  the  Save  the 
Children  Fund,  will  visit  the  fund 
shop  at  18  Pump  Street  Worcester, 
at  11.00;  and  as  Ptoideni  of  the 
British  Knitting  and  Clothing  Ex¬ 
port  Council,  will  visit  Action 
Apparel,  11/12  Palmers  Road, 
East  Moons  Moat.  Reddirch.  at 
12.10. 

The  Duchess  of  Kent,  as  patron, 
will  visit  the  Department  of 
Orthodcs,  Nuffield  Orthopaedic 
Centre,  Windmill  Road,  Heading- 
ton.  Oxford,  at  1130. 


Stonyhurst  College 

The  Governors  of  Stonyhuret  Coll¬ 
ege.  Lancashire,  are  pleased  to 
announce  that  Mr  Adrian 
Aylward,  currently  a  Housemaster 
and  a  Headmasters  Deputy  at 
Downside  School,  is  to  succeed  Dr 
Giles  Meroer  as  Headmaster  of 
Stonyhurst  College  when  Dr 
Mercer  becomes  Head  of  Prior 
Park  College  in  September 
1996. 


Today’s  events 

The  Queen’s  Life  Guard  mounts  at 
Horse  Guards  at  11.00. 


W.S.  Atkins 

The  Hon  Sir  Archibald  Hamilton. 
MP.  was  the  host  at  a  dinner  given 
by  Mr  Terrel  Wyatt.  Chairman, 
and  the  Directors  of  W.S.  Atkins 
Limited  last  night  at  the  House  of 
Commons.  Mr  John  Watts,  Min¬ 
ister  for  Railways  and  Roads,  was 
the  principal  speaker. 

The  guests  Included: 

Mrs  Frances  Heaton  (director. 

Lazaid  Brothers).  Mr  David  Young 

(director  of  planning  and  prop¬ 
erty  services,  Oxfordshire  County 
Council).  Mr  Michael  Robertshaw 
(managing  director.  Ballast 
Wlltshier  Pic).  Mr  Patrick 
O’Sullivan  (Head  of  School  and 
Dean  of  University  College. 
London),  Sir  Alan  Greengross 
(director,  institution  far  Metropol¬ 
itan  Studies).  Mr  Keith  Tozzi 
(group  technical  director.  South¬ 
ern  Water  Pic).  Mr  Terry  Kirk¬ 
patrick  (manager  of  projects.  Tate 
&  Lyle  Sugars).  Mr  Phil  Smith 

Stroject  engineering  manager. 

M  UK  PkjrMr  Timothy  Harts¬ 
horn  (First  Vice-President  of  the 
Union  Bank  or  Switzerland).  Mr 

Pierre  Laconic  (director,  inter¬ 

national  Union  of  Public  Trans¬ 
port).  Mr  Denis  TunnidifTe 
(managing  director,  London  Un¬ 
derground  Pic).  Mr  Harry  Bourne 
(project  manager,  Chevertm  Brit¬ 

annia  Development),  Mr  Julian 
Walford  (contracts  strategy  man¬ 
ager.  AEA),  Mr  Bob  Forean 
(manager.  AWE).  Mr  Trevor  Kent 
(consultant.  Winters  hall  oils).  Mr 
Peter  Tam  pin  (director.  Racal 
Managed  Defence  Group).  Mr 
NeO  Dancer  (assistant  director  of 

transportation.  Birmingham  City 

Council).  Mr  William  Wadrup 
(director.  Midland  Network  Man¬ 

agement  Division,  The  Highways 
Agency).  Mr  Roger  Wltcomoe 
(director  of  planning.  National 
Power  Pic).  Mr  Neil  Bryson 
(chairman.  The  Electricity  Pool  of 
England  and  Wales),  and  Mr 
Michael  Jeffries.  Mr  David  James. 

Mr  Barry  Hutt,  Mr  Christopher 

Binnle.  Mr  Richard  Jarvis,  Mr 

David  Slater.  Mr  Richard  French, 

Mr  Norman  S chunter.  Mr  John 
McDougaH,  Mr  Roger  Dexter- 
Smith,  Mr  John  Doyle.  Mr  Hugh 
Roberts,  Mr  David  Clements,  Mr 

Andrew  McLeish.  Mr  Roger  wort. 

Dr  Bruce  Dean,  and  Mr  Paul 

Jowers  (Directors  of  WS  Atkins 

Limited). 


Jonkheer  John 
Hugo  London 

A  service  of  thanksgiving 
for  the  life  of  Jonkheer 
John  Hugo  Loudon.  KBE.  wfl]  be 
held  on  March  27.  1996,  in  the 
Grosvenor  Chapel,  24  South 
Audley  Street,  London.  Wl.  at 
noon. 


Lady 

Michael  Fhzalan 
Howard 

A  Service  of  Ihankstving  for  the  life 
of  Lady  Michael  (Meg)  Fitzalan 
Howard  wifi  be  held  at 
the  Guards  ChapeL  Wellington 
Barracks,  on  Wednesday,  March 
27,atnoan- 


Eton  College 

Eton  College  dosed  yesterday. 

The  Newcastle  Scholarship  has 
been  awarded  to  P.M-T.  Sohmen 
KS  ME  and  the  Newcastle  Medal¬ 
list  is  S.  Krishnan  KS. 

The  Rosebery  Exhibition  has  been 
awarded  to  WJ.G.  Hayter,  the 
Huxley  Prize  to  JAD.  Santa 
Barbara  KS.  the  Keynes  Prize  to 
N.P.M.  Theopoki.  the  Newcastle 
Classical  Prize  to  CCF.  Barker  KS 
and  Her  Majesty  The  Queen's 
Prize  for  French  to  J.R.  Maltby  KS 
and  for  German  to  M.KA 
RoseveareOS. 

in  the  final  of  the  House  Football 
Mr  R.D.N.  Tophajn’S  defeated  Mr 
CW.  Milne's  by  14  points  U 12.  Mr 
GW.  Milne's  won  the  Athletics 
Cup. 

School  opens  for  the  Summer  Half 
on  April  17. 


Forthcoming  marriages 

Mr  D.C  ArmBckl 


and  Miss  CJ.  wnfiams 

The  engagement  is  amxxmced 

between  David,  younger  son  of  Mr 

and  Mrs  Harry  Armfidd,  or 
fan  find  fliffs,  Dorset,  and  Claire, 
younger  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Anthony  Williams,  or  Clifford, 
Herefordshire. 

Mr  N.M.  Brooke 
and  Miss  GF.  Nicholson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Nicholas,  son  of  Mr 
Timothy  Sergison-Brooke  and  me 
Hon  Mrs  Sergison-Broakc.  and 
Clare,  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
John  Nicholson . 

Comte  Antoine  de  Campon 
de  Grimaldi  RiEgussc 
and  Miss  JJ.  Bofland 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Antoine,  son  of  Comte 
and  Comiesse  Robert  de  Campon 
de  Grimaldi  Regusse.  of  Aix-en- 
Provence,  Finance,  and  Jocelyn, 
daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs  Jean- 
Pierre  Bofland,  of  Belgium,  and 
Los  Altos,  California. 

Mr  CJ.  Dean 
and  Miss  A.L  Denebrim 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Christopher,  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Jack  Dean,  of  Battersea, 
London,  and  Amy.  daughter  of  Mr 
and  Mis  Bruce  Denebeim,  of  St 
Frauds  Wood.  San  Francisco. 
USA 

Mr  JA.G.  Fawcett 
and  Miss  LS.  GryCs 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  James,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  John  Fawcett,  of  Aberford, 
Yorkshire,  and  Lara,  daughter  of 
Sir  Michael  and  Lady  Grylls,  of 
Wimerbome  Zdston.  Dorset. 

Mr  LG  Hayward 
and  Miss  LJ-  Miebadson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Ian.  son  or  Dr  and  Mrs 
John  Hayward,  of  Oxford,  and 
McLean.  Virginia,  USA,  and  Lori, 
elder  daughter  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Karl  Midftadson.  of  Hartford. 
Connecticut.  USA. 

Mr  R-S.  Homer 
and  Miss  A.  Blakeley 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  AJ.  Homer,  of  Harrogate, 
and  Alexandra,  daughter  of  Group 
Captain  and  Mrs  J.B.  Blakeley,  of 
Eweime.  Oxfordshire. 

Mr  B.P.  Jones 
and  Miss  H.A.  Otteson 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Brian,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Brian  Jones,  of  Bicester,  and 
Helen,  daughter  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
Edward  OUeson.  of  Dorchester  on 
Thames. 

Mr  M.  Kirkham 
and  Miss  J.M.G  Cfcarfesworth 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Michael,  son  of  Sir  Gra¬ 
ham  and  Lady  Kirkham.  of 
Cantiey  HalL  Yorkshire,  and  Julia, 
daughter  of  the  Rev  and  Mrs  Eric 
Chari  esworth.  of  Slim  bridge  Rec¬ 
tory.  Gloucestershire. 


Mr  D.  McKee 

and  Miss  SJ.  Mcsservy 

The  engagement  is  announced 

between  Derek  McKee  and  Sophia 

Jam  Mcsservy.  of  Hoiyboume. 

Alum,  Hampshire. 

Dr  R-M.  Probert 
and  Miss  S.M.  Kerr 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Richard,  elder  son  of  Mr 
and  Mrs  Kenneth  Probert.  of 
Merthyr  Tydfil,  Wales,  and  Susan 
Margartt,  younger  daughter  of 
Mrs  Grahame  S.  Kerr,  of 
Biddestone,  Wiltshire,  and  of  the 
late  Mr  Grahame  S.  Kerr. 

Mr  R.W.  Sommers 
and  Miss  A.  Kemp 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Rupert,  younger  son  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  John  Sommers,  of 
Henley-on-Tbames.  Oxfordshire, 
and  Anna,  daughter  of  Dr  and 
Mrs  Roger  Kemp,  of  Diidtling. 
Sussex. 

Mr  D.W.  Vander 
and  MBcCM.  Pfecomt 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mis  D  J.  Vander,  of  Fam  borough 
Park.  Kent,  and  Catherine,  only 
daughter  of  M  and  Mme  J. 
Pieconrt.  or  Romorantin,  Sdogne, 
France. 

Mr  D.L  Webb 
and  Miss  FJ.  Page 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  David,  son  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Robot  Webb,  of  TreDeck. 
Monmouth,  and  Fiona,  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  John  Page,  of 
Saxlingham  Nethergate.  Norfolk. 


Marriages 

Mr  WJ.F.  Chance 
and  Mrs  PJSL  Fowiis 
The  marriage  took  place  in  Dur¬ 
ban.  South  Africa,  on  March  20. 
between  William  John  Ferguson 
Chance  and  Patricia  (Paddy)  Stew¬ 
art  Fowiis. 

Mr  R.N.  Chatwin 
and  Miss  J.L.  Edwards 
The  marriage  took  place  on  Sat¬ 
urday.  March  16.  at  St  Michael 
and  All  Angels.  SurminghiU.  of  Mr 
Robin  Chatwin  and  Miss  Joanna 
Edwards. 

The  bride  was  attended  by  Miss 
Georgina  Edwards.  Sommer, 
Rosie  and  Cheney  Ota  twin.  Emily 
Fairbank  and  EmDy  Frearson.  Mr 
Anthony  Fairbank  was  best  man. 

The  reception  was  held  at  the 
home  of  the  bride  and  the  honey¬ 
moon  is  bring  spent  in  Mexico. 

DrGJ.  Stivala 
and  Dr  D.M.  Hughes 
The  marriage  took  place  on  March 
20.  in  New  York,  between  Dr 
George  Stivala.  son  of  Dr  and  Mrs 
GJ.  Stivala,  of  New  York,  and  Dr 
Diane  Hughes,  daughter  or  Mr 
and  Mrs  J.C.  Hughes,  of 
Bournemouth. 


Birthdays  today 


Lord  Boston  of  Faversham.  QC, 
66;  Mr  PWer  Brook,  theatrical 
producer,  71:  Dr  CL  Brundin, 
President.  Templeton  College.  Ox¬ 
ford,  65. 

Mr  Brian  Clough,  former  foot¬ 
ball  manager.  60;  Miss  Arm 
Clwyd,  MP.  59;  Mr  Timothy 
Dalton,  actor.  50;  Mr  leuan  Evans, 
rugby  player.  32.  Mr  Michael 
Foreman,  writer  and  illustrator, 
58. 

Mrs  Urn  Golding,  MP.  63;  Sir 
John  HalL  former  chairman,  Cam¬ 
eron  Hall  Developments,  63;  Mr 
Roger  Hammond,  actor.  60;  Mr 
David  Heathcoat-Amory.  MP.  47: 
Mr  Michael  Hesdtine,  Deputy 


Prime  Minister,  63;  Mr  Antony 
Hopkins,  composer  and  conduc¬ 
tor.  75;  Mr  Frederic  Home,  former 
Chief  Taxing  Master,  Supreme 
Court.  79;  Miss  Ann  Mackay. 
soprano.  40;  Sir  Peter  Main, 
former  chairman.  The  Boots  Com¬ 
pany,  7L 

The  Earl  of  Munster.  70;  Bar¬ 
oness  NicoL  73:  Lord  Oaksey.  67; 
Sir  John  Palmer,  farmer  president. 
Law  Society.  76:  Professor  J.D. 
Pickard,  consultant  neurosurgeon. 
50;  Sir  Brian  Shaw,  chairman.  Port 
of  London  Authority.  63;  Viscount 
Souibury.  81;  the  Earl  of  S  win  ton. 
59;  Lord  Wilson  of  Langside.  QC. 


Luncheons 

National  Sporting  Chib  , 

Mr  Geoffrey  Bovcon  was  the  guesr 
of  honour  and  speaker  ai  a 
luncheon  of  the  National  Sporting 
Club  held  yesterday  at  the  Cafe 
Royal.  Mr  Bob  Willis,  chairman, 
presided. 

lunchtime  Comment  Club 
Sefior  Luis  M.  Esterudas.  Coun¬ 
sellor  for  Agriculture.  Fisheries 
and  Food  at  the  Spanish  Embassy, 
was  the  guest  speaker  at  a  lun¬ 
cheon  of  die  Lunditime  Comment 
Club  held  yesterday  at  the  New 
Connaught  Rooms.  Mr  Rudolph 
W  Beam,  chairman,  presided. 


Dinners 

Air  Force  Board 
Mr  Michael  Portillo.  Secretary  of 
Slate  for  Defence,  and  Air  Chief 
Marshal  Sir  Michael  Graydon, 
ChieF  of  the  Air  Staff,  were  the 
hosts  at  a  dinner  held  last  night  at 
Admiralty  House  by  the  Air  Force 
Board.  The  guests  were: 

The  High  Commissioner  foe 
Australia,  Lord  Freyherg,  Sir  De¬ 
nis  Thatcher,  Sir  John  Adye,  Air 
Marshal  Sir  John  Harris.  Air 
Marshal  P  T  Squire.  Judge  Rich¬ 
ard  Lowry.  QC  Mr  Frederick 
Forsyth,  Mr  Hughie  Green  and 
Mr  Charles  Moore. 

Royal  College  of  Anaesthetists 
Mr  Stephen  DorrcIL  Secretary  of 
State  for  Health,  and  Mr  Gerald 
Malone.  Minister  for  Health,  at¬ 
tended  the  anniversary  dinner  of 
the  Rpyal  College  of  Anaesthetists 
held  last  night  at  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  England.  Professor 
Cedric  Prys- Roberts,  president, 
was  the  host.  Lord  Kilpatrick  of 
Kincraig  and  Professor  Sir  Leslie 
Tumberg,  President  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians,  were  the  / 
speakers.  ,J“' 

Earlier.  Professor  Joe  Whitwam 
delivered  the  Joseph  Cover  Lec¬ 
ture  and  the  president  presented 
Professor  Frank  James  with  the 
Fellowship  by  Election. 

Justices'  Clerks'  Society 
The  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Chief  Justice,  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department.  Mr  Justice 
Brooke  and  Mrs  Justice  Bracewell 
were  the  principal  guests  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Justices’ 
Clerks'  Society  held  last  night  at 
the  Law  Society's  HalL  Mr  An¬ 
thony  Heath,  president,  was  the 
host. 

City  Women's  Network 
Mrs  Alison  Thome.  Chairman  of 
City  Women’s  Network,  presided 
at  the  Annual  Dinner  held  Iasi 
night  at  the  Four  Seasons  Hotel. 
London.  Baroness  Blalch  was  the 
guest  speaker. 

Travellers  Club 

An  Anglo-American  Dinner  was 
held  yesterday  evening  at  The 
Travellers  Club.  The  guest  of 
honour  and  speaker  was  the 
American  Ambassador  Mr  Wil¬ 
liam  J.  Crowe  Jr. 

c 

Guild  of  Freemen  of 
the  City  of  London 

The  following  have  been  installed 
officers  of  the  Guild  of  Freemen  of 
the  City  of  London;  Master.  Vice- 
Admiral  Sir  Pfeler  Buchanan;  Se¬ 
nior  Warden.  Lord  Fens  berg; 
Renter  Warden.  Mr  Norman  S. 
Monday;  Junior  Warden.  Mr 
Tiny  Nemko:  Under  Warden,  Mr 
Joseph  C.F.B.  Byllam-Bames. 


Award 

Sir  Colin  Davis  has  received  the 
Incorporated  Society  of  Musicians' 
Distinguished  Musician  award  for 
1995. 
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The  DA  |  row  tore  Is  net  my 
Bta.  ten  the  US  which  Christ 
Hun  m  end  my  pram 
uwbd  Bfe  to  Bved  tv  MUi  In 
the  Son  of  God.  who  1 owed 
me  and  gm  bhnseif  m>  For 
me. 

Cwhdtara  2  :  SO  GREH) 


norms 


ADAMSON  -  On  tab  March 

1996  at  Northampton,  to 

Kay  <n£e  Andrew*)  and 

Nicholas,  a  eon.  Samuel 


AALHMBV  -  On  18th  March 

at  the  Adventist  Hoapttad. 

Hobs  Kong,  to  Sarah  Cote 

Brown)  mid  Andrew,  a  mu 

GUV  Angus. 

CHARLTON  -  On  March 
19th.  to  Emma  ode  Oral 


CLARENCE-SMITH  -  On 
March  14th  1996.  to  Brfdset 
and  Christopher,  a  son. 
WlUm  Crave. 

DALE -On  12m  March  1996. 
to  autre  Me  Oroftad)  mu 
Derrick.  a  daughter.  <OMm 


FALLON  -  On  16th  March,  to 
Erika  (n£e  Madden)  and 
Simon,  a  son.  Sebastian 
Patrick. 

QHEEM  -  On  March  tth  ai  The 
Portland  HomttaL  to  Debtor 
and  Dale,  a  son.  David 
RomB.  a  brother  to  Daniel. 

HAMILTON  STUSSSt  -  On 
Marti  19m.  to  Sole  Cnfie 
Southgate -Sayers)  and 
David,  a  son.  Edmrt  John. 

HANBUHY  -  on  181h  March, 
to  Dantine  and  NlgeL  a 


HAAKHBMMMOND  -  On 
19th  March  at  Queen 
Mary’s.  Roebampton.  to 
Xafer  and  Jobs,  a  sou. 

JAMES  -  On  March  dm.  to 
Yvonne  (Me  Pearce)  and 
David,  a  bseudlfid  datuJbta-. 
Ctdoe  Md. 

JONES/MAI LE  -  Gillian 
Malle  and  Kevan  Janes  arr 
gnud  to  aaromn  the  birth 
at  their  aon  Kaf  Rhys  Jones, 
at  8t  Mary's  Hospital. 
London,  an  12lh  March.  A 
beloved  grandson,  of  Roy, 
Mary.  Bernard  and  Joan. 

MAHSUDAHI  -  On  March 
tilth  at  The  Portland 
HngiW.  to  Annradba  tofie 
Mahtanl)  and  Jlttn.  a 
beautiful  daughter  -  drat 
grandchild  of  Cham 


BIRTHS 


SPICER  -  Thomas  Antony 

born  al  The  Portland 

Hospital  on  Friday  XBth 

March  to  proud  parents 


SUHNYOARD  -  On  March 

17th  at  The  Portland 

Hospital,  to  J.  Charfsse 

Kosova  and  John.  God’s 

Mother's  Day  blesabm  of 

JOUan  Anna,  a  nreetous  Etna 
tfrt- 

THISTLETHWAYTE  -  On 

March  18th  at  The  Ponbnd 

Hospital,  to  Hugo  and 
Charlotte,  a  sou.  Edward 


1MRWD  -  On  16th  March 

1996  at  Odstock  Hospital. 

Salisbury,  to  Katie  (n£e 


Hugo  Harrison. 

WADSTBN  -  On  March  19th 

1996.  to  Katherine  (n£e 

PtdDhHO  and  Leonard,  a  son. 

Alexander  James,  a  brother 

tar  Georgina.  , 

WOODS  -  On  Marti  18th.  to 
Katie  (ate  Jones)  and 

Timothy,  a  daughter.  Phoebe 


tar  Alexander. 

VOUM  -  On  March  tan.  to 

Julia  (ate  Bateman)  and 

James,  n  atm.  William,  a 


MARRIAGES 


VILLI  ERStHYS  LOP  -  On 

Saturday  March  loth  in 

Etateilunurp.  Russia.  Alex. 

eon  of  Nancy  and  the  Me 

Roger  VUcr*  of  OddMtar. 

Suseex  and  Anne.  daqMtr 

of  Jhn  and  Violet  Hydro,  of 

nalhHto.  MkBMUan. 


DEATHS 


AMEDALE  -  On  March  19th. 
peacefully  fan  teRtftai.  Ohver 


PAHOHAHOU  -  On  March 
19th  at  The  Portland 
Hospital,  to  victoria  Cn£e 
Martin)  and  Am.  a  baadlftd 
son.  Michael  Joseph 
Andrew. 

PODSOmnr  -  On  Tuesday 
i«h  March,  to  Amanda  (ate 
Catvno  and  Rupert,  a  son. 
Georoe.  a  brother  to  Badly 


BO  1X0  -  On  Sunday  17th 
March,  to  Annabel  and 
wbhbl  a  son.  Andrew,  a 


Baron  Airedale  aged  ao 
years.  Funeral  Scrvloe  at  st 

Andrew's  Church.  Ufford. 
Stamford.  Uncohnoure  at  12 


27th.  FSmly  (town  aaly- 

Donmons  IT  wished  tor  Stoff 

Ftmds.  House  of  Lords,  to  be 

SOB  tO  lh>  aihnlnHWathi 
fVuTiwtiwn  Fund. 

AHDRESEN  -  May  Grace. 
March  jam.  1996.  Lam  of 
Sydney,  taruurty  or  Bom 


cousin  of  Muriel. 
Mefarghroad.  Bay.  Dougina 
and  David.  Aged  91  years. 

Cremated  In  8ydney  19th 

Moth  1996. 

ATTWOOLL  -  Doffy.  of 
AMdwnr.  on  Saturday 

16th  March  at  Oxford. 

Funeral  at  Oxford 
CramaWtima  1.46cm  Friday 

EStod  Until.  Flowers  may 

be  sent  to  R.v.  Manes,  is* 

Lime  Welle.  Hoadlngton. 


DEATHS 


BOLLARD  -  Norman 
Lunraure  inMway  at 
bta  home  on  Monday  18th 
March.  Funeral  Service  wm 
take  place  on  Friday  99th 
Bietch  at  9  pm  at  Stoogh 

Cremmortmn.  No  noweretw 

request  but  donations  to  8t 


Army..  Enquiries  to  H.G. 

i~  tet  <01*94) 


BOXAU.  -  On  Tuesday  19th 
March  1996  Many  Boatafl 

very  peacefully  at  home. 

Much  loved  mother, 
grandmother  and  great¬ 

grandmother.  cremation 
private.  Service  of 
thanksUMng  at  ZJSO  tea  on 

Tuesday  asm  March  1996  at 

St  Nkwias  parish  Church. 

Crania  I  gh.  Surrey.  No 
Sowers  Please  but  donaO 

If  dnrtrsd  to  Cneer  MW 

MarmHlan  Fond. 


CADE  -  On  March  16lh  Peter 
John,  beloved  husband  of 

Betty  and  much  loved 

toother  and  node.  Private 

cremation.  Service  of 


March  27th  at  11  JO  am  In 
Wonersh  Pariah  Church. 
Family  flowers  only  but 
donations  if  desired  to 
Cancer  Relief  MaonUlan 
Fund  c/o  Ptnuua  Funeral 
Sarvtesa.  Dorsst  Herat.  HU 
Street.  Cronletgti.  Surrey 
OU6  6RL_ 


_  - - Nyda 

Cote  TtvodetopeacriUBy  and 
suddenly  at  Craonwldi 
Hospital  on  March  16th 
1996.  Beloved  wife  or 
Gotoncl  MEM  Cotton  OBE  BE 
and  devoted  mother  of 
Joanna.  Julian.  Tim  and 
Tony  and  loving 
grandmother  and  great- 
anmhnnHier.  Fhneral  Man 
12  boon  at  Our  Lady’s 
Btochheatfa  on  Thursday 
Marti  2am.  Ftonsy  Bowen 

only- 

Ai  PASS  -  man  Alfred  on 
MaMh  17th  In  fate  94th  year 
peacefully  at  St  Joseph^ 
UcwiOce.  laiitli  tonal  unrtr 
and  great-uncle  and 
respected  friend  of  the 
Dratben  and  etoff  at  The 
Charterhouse.  London. 
Funeral  on  29th  March  at 
Uton  at  8t  Mary's  Ctoath. 
Little  Hatllngbury.  nr. 
Btehroa  Sorttord, 


DEATHS 


DYER  -  John  Richard 
Peacefully  In  hospital  on 

March  lSth.  Funeral  Swvice 

at  St  Peter’s  Church.  Eaton 

Sguara.  SWl.  cat  March  9Bth 

at  9  pm.  followed  by 

actuation  at  Putney  Vale 

Ciwimlv.  Iwni  at  3L46  pm. 

Flowers  and  enamrtea  to 

Mean  A  Co  tie  rill.  169 

Merton  Road.  SWl  8.  tel: 

COl 81)  874-7698. 

EWART  -  Valerie,  beloved 

wttBof  John,  devoted  mother 

of  Lawinla  end  grandmother 

of  Rupert  and  Rebecca,  at 
19th  March  In  bar  teecp  at 
Katharine  House  Hospice. 
Addsititiry.  Funeral  privsSs. 
Memorial  Service  at  19  ac 
on  Friday  29th  March  at  61 
Peter  and  St  Paul.  Kings 
Button.  Ftemfly  flowers  only. 


DEATHS 


I  -  Kenneth  on  17U> 

■  a  long  strugtoe 

with  Paridason'o  disease. 

Husband  of  the  painter 

Nonna  Jameson,  brother  of 

ESeen.  Mho-  of  Susan  i 

Andrew,  grandfather  of 

Comma.  Ate*  and  lacy.  You 

wm  always  live  In  our 

heart.  Funeral  «  pm  S 

March  St  John's  Church. 
Bhbtegr.  Croydon.  No  ftowera 
ptemok  but  donations  to  The 


FENWICK  -  Peacefully  at 

Whitby  on  Srd  March. 

Fairfax  aged  89  years. 

Husband  of  toe  tote  Svtvte 


nine  at  Ablaby  an  nth 


M.C.  Deartr  loved  husband 

of  HBda.  and  Mfaarof  Lynn. 

Grey  and  Guy  died 
peacefully  al  St  Thomas’ 

Homan  an  March  17th  afW 

a  short  Illness.  Grateful 

thanks  to  hospital  staff. 
Private  ftomL  No  flowers 
please.  Donations  in  his 
idnmty  to  the  Lenftaenda 
nasal  cli  Fund  Teh  0171- 
406  Old.  43  Greto  Ormond 
Street.  London  WON  3JU- 

HELiAlY  -  On  inn  Mante 
Marguerite  Crautincw  tote 
Many)  of  SeafonL  agad  83. 
EhquiriM  or  dtofldfcn  In  tear 
memory  to  N£P££.  c/o 
Cooper  A  son.  19  Onwn* 
Place.  SeafonL  mas  inp. 
tot  (013225  499666. 


HHJL-WOOD  -  Joan  Louisa. 
Beloved  mother  of  David  and 
Anna,  died  peacefully  at 
home  aged  91  on  20tb 
March.  1996.  Funeral  at 
Knlptoa  Church,  near 
Grantham  at  2.18  pm  on 
Tuesday  26th  Marti.  1996. 

HOPWOOD  -  Brian  on 
Sunday  17th  Mare*  1996  at 
tea*,  afire  a  short  rapes* 
boons  with  pm  eoerags. 
Batowad  linahona  or  Angela 

and  dainty  loved  tether  of 

Anna  and  Emma.  Srevtee  to 

be  fadd  on  Tuesday  aetfa' 

March  1996  at  The 
woodvalo  crematorium. 

Brighton  at  2.18  pm. 

Flowers,  or  donations  to  Tha 

MarMlBan  Hospice  Appeal 

c/o  E.  Carter  ft  Sen.  90 

Marine  Drive,  nottinpdean, 

Brighton.  Tel:  (012731 
908*67. 


MACK  -  Anthony  WtDiam 
George  (Tony),  dlad 
suddenly  on  i7Eb  March 

1996.  Father  of  Debbta  and 

Plppn.  Funeral  Service  an 

Wednesday  March  27th  at 

1030  am  at  St  Joseph’s 

Catholic  Church.  Bolton 


W4,  cunmatal  at  Morttake 
U^O  am. 


peacefully  at  home  In 
oneaUitew  on  March  l  dm. 
WHO  of  the  late  CtemOe  end 
mother  of  Hugh  and  Richard. 


Crematorium.  Bowen  Road. 


16Bi  Mrech  1996  after  91 
very  active  years.  Retired 
CbatoMRi  of  J.  Itetitonu  LttL 
of  London.  Much  loved 


. .  of  John. 

ChrWoriur.  Philippa  and 

Catherine  and  great- 
grandtothre  of  George  and 
Louis.  A  remarkable 
genXtemam  who  will  be  sadly 
ntoaed  Fnareal  mStMaayte 
Church.  CMgweD.  Essex,  on 
Tuesday  26th  March  at 
liam.  r&mfly  (towers  only 
botdonsttanaifdtstred  to  the 
F.TJLA.  (FurnBnre  Trade 
Banevotenl  Fund)  c/o 


Ltd..  221.  High  StraaL 
wanned.  London  Ell. 
MKHBC  -  Kathleen  aged  07, 
poaefutty  in  .tare  steep  at 
home.  17th  March. 

Cremation  Putney  Vale 
Crematorlnm  11.50  am 
Monday  28th  March.  No 
nomas.  rionsUtowto  Braun 
Umg  Foundsflou  and  Briteh 
Lympbotna  nrewirrli. 
BOBBMOH  THOMAS  -  On 
Mffith  leth  1996  peacefully 
at  home  In 

Coombelntetgnhead.  Dr. 

Arthur  (Roy)  Boblnaon 

Thomas  MBEFRC8MA  abed 
91.  Much  towed  buiband  of 
AHacrn  Rutire  Kaiidge  and 
Joan  Mayo,  tether  of  Em*n, 
oaa dtetore  of  Charles  and 


of  Alaxansre  and  Georgtoa. 

Funeral  Motuuv  28m  Btanto 

at  Torbay  Crematorium. 

Torbay  at  3J30  tan.  Frianda 


flowers  or  donations,  if 

desired  to  the  Mart  Carle 

Cancer  care  (Devon  Nmn). 

»MreraS«tore.u»dto1 


DEATHS 


SCUTT  -  On  March  19th 

1996  peacefully  Elsie 
Adottna  aged  90  years  at 

Wtvn  Par*  Nursing  Home. 

Staeflord-  Dearly  beloved 

wtto  of  lbs  Ms  Rsvreend  J. 

Mel  villa  Scott  and  much 

hresd  moans-  to  Garden  and 

Heather.  Grandmother  to 
Sophie.  Rebecca.  Oliver. 
Timothy  and  Annabel. 
Funeral  on  Friday  29tb 
Marti  at  Compton  Parish 
Church.  Bedfordshire. 
11.30am.  No  flowtsa  please. 
Donations  If  desired  to 
CJMJL  c/o  George  Baton  ft 
Bono.  Victoria  Boad. 
Sheared.  Bote.  8Gt7  0AL. 


rrougtl  -  Betty  Vipers  on 
March  19th  poacefirlpr  at 
Bemerton  Nurelng  Home. 
Torquay,  aged  93  years. 
Slater  of  the  late  Potty 
Thorne.  "Aunt  Betty"  wfll  be 


by  aD  who  mow  her. 


caumntorima  on  Tuesday 

March  Bate  at  1230  pen. 

FUmOy  flowers  only  ptoaee 

test  donations,  if  dtsired.  to 

Barnardo'a  Homes  c/o 

Tortwy  and  District  Funeral 

Service,  tl  Babbacotaha 
Road,  Torquay.  TQl  368. 

8ZHKTI  -  On  March  11th 
1996  al  the  Lyndon  HH1 
Clinic.  KUa  Green,  nr. 
Reading.  Profeeaor  of 

UjyOa.  BteSOgeU.  seed  83 

yean,  tannarty  of  Bristol. 
Liverpool  and  Reading 
UtevwRBe*.  Ftmeral  Service 
at  Beading  Cfaefiiabwlum  on 

Thursday.  March  98th  at 

2X0  PBL  K  dertrad  domriMM 

for  ‘MarndHan  NUnes*  may 

be  oust  to  AJa.  VfMur 

Ltd..  36  Eldon  Road. 
Hearting.  RG1  40. 

THOMM  -  Howred  RagbuU 
*g«d  Q6.  Peacefully  on 
March  16th.  Former 
Headmaater  of  Wdhwood 
School  Bournemouth. 
Husband  or  the  late  Dorothy. 

med  ate!  remectod  tor  Mo 

Ox  daughtara.  ma-to-Mw 

H|d  Wf  fawroiy 


extraordinary  brimma 

mn  who  alwtoro  tend  by  fate 
Mate.  Rmeral  Sertca  « 
Poole  Crematorium  on 
Thursday  28th  March  at  L2 
tmwtFlowrt  ordowatiPOQ- 
v  denied,  to  St  Angatoara 
neafaoraanu  Appeal  may  be 
sent  to  Adtay  Ivaa  Fonra 
Santa,  368  Aftbr  Bead. 
Parintona.  Poole.  DorMt 
BH14  OAO  tel:  01202 
716600. 

TYLHt  -  Indira,  DoBotawra 
(“da  B").  fonneriy  of 
imperial  Airways  ml« 

MarTO  to  BrocKvBte.  Ontario; 
Canada- WB  beaad&rateHd 
by  husband  Piter,  tew 
and  frianda  around  0“ 


DEATHS 


ULYATT  -  On  16to  Mart  al 

borne.  Kenneth  Walter, 

M^c-PtUD.  Dearest  husband 

of  .Frances  MargrecL  father 

ofcturtes.  Jura  and  SMto. 

grandfather  of  James 


Gethyn.  Rouuteui  on  Friday 

2S9al  Mart  at  ll-SO  a  

8t  Michael's  Church 
Tetbury.  Family  flowers 

only.  Donations  to  Tatteny 

Hospital  c/o  LIE.  Perry. 


Wfl  IT  ■  -  Monica  (n£e 
Swaoiay)  betovod  wlfa  or  Dm 
lata  Danis  Whits,  passed 
away  quietly  at  Douglas 
House.  Victoria.  British 
CotaaaHa.  on  Ihc  esrering  of 
March  13. 1996  an  the  eve  of 
her  90m  btrthday.  Stogo-  at 
the  Carl  Rosa  Opera 
Company  and  at  tha  Royal 
Covont  Garden.  she 
immigrated  to  Canada  In 
1948  rod  Bved  to  Toronto 
and  Montreal.  Sines  1963 
she  had  Uvod  to  Victoria 


partlcUteriy  at  tha  Intends 


Michael,  daugbtar-ln-law 

Shan.  grandrtUMrsn  Cam 

and  Jennifer  of  Toronto. 

Tony  rod  Francos  WhBs  of 

Victoria,  tenter  and  modi 

to  Engfemd.  A  regain  Mam 


19. 1210 1 
Chart.  2067 CtoTttfc  State. 
Victoria.  Mr*.  Wttee  wffl  rate 
at  MoCMH  Fnnoral  Homs. 
1400  Vancouver  Street, 
victoria,  vsv  3W3  on 
Monday.  March  IB. 
afternoon.  McCall's  of 
Victoria.  1-6043864466. 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


•OWEI  -  There  wE  be  a 
Manorial  Brorocmorong  by 
1M)BiH8*.OnettOdto 
Wright,  to  eridterie  the  Me 
of  Arthur  william  (Bill) 
Bowm  Cteh  Deoa*erl9l9 
tg  260>  OcUbre  1996)  on 
TtoBgdW  Util  April  1996 al 
3LSO  pm  at  St  Andrews 
Church.  Kirk  DU  (near 
HOB).  EBreYtototalra. 


inmemoriam- 

PRIVATE 


WALKER  -  Gmten  M^ytoto 

BMrecK)  4m  JUDO  198*  - 
zw  Mrera  1999.  1LLP- 


THANKSGTVING 

ffiRYICES 


TDYOM  -  A  Service  of 

ThaimgUtug  (tar  the  tea 

The  Hon.  Aytmar  TTyon  wfll 

be  held  at  The  Guards 

ChapeL  Womngtnn  Banadis. 

on  Thursday  11th  April 

1 996  at  noon.  Thoes  wtahtog 

to  mtend  ohomd  apply  tor 

tickets  and  a  car  pass. 

reculred  Ux  The 


WolllngiOD  Barracks. 
Birdcage  Walk.  London 
8W1E  6HQ.  by  29th  Mrech 

1996.  TkScew  wfll  be  lamed 


RUBY 

ANNIVERSARIES 


■■OWHiBRIQHT 

CongrreriimtSM  to  _ _ _ 

and  David  on  thstr  RUby 


21ot  1966.  wan  love  (re m 

tbatr  sou  Nicholas  and 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


NOTICE  TO  THE 

pr  an  accuRxndBWMI 

«  Mrt  19M  am 


OQL.by  IBB  AsrB  19Mi. 

•site  dw  ter  nrovtou , 


■or  AtedaMrsUve  Oroevv 
i^"!  QfprowyarP 

«  cam. 

SSSS?* 

MMX  Sr  ALBANS,  injj.iu 

CS  JL9”-.  Aaaoanor 

EjfcNomraawidsi, 
fPOrta  now  si 
>mt  PsnsBlMfs  dsiadi 
L«9fc  flhoi't  dsKiaaro, 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


M  THE  MATTER  OF 


OOATMOB  UKTrECI 
AND 

7™|P*aOL.VENCV  ACT  1986 

NCfTXX  H  HEREBY  GIVEN 

™o  ■  morttoo  of  ms  ossaw 

y  fiw  ttxnre  kbm  nWiT 

oouroos  udw  me  ro»M«ro  of 

rtOtotedurosa  im. 

T’QmrtA  1996.  L 
Msivyn  JUn  Carssr.  of  Caw 


LEGAL  NOTICES 


NO.  00960  of  1906 
IN  THE  ftDQH  COURT 

_ or  juamcas 

“wrawnmaca 

COMPAWEa  COURT 

BETWEEN; 
WITHE  MATTER  OP 


Jf*  THE  MATTER  OF 
OOtePANISB  ACT  I— 
WP®JB  HEREBY  COVEN 


!Je  oiasp  saicoo 
mclafa=a a/wnuH 


UWHiaMW  AL1  1HD 


antiques  & 

COLLECTABLES 


WLmMWwwrtrn 
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ARIES 


.-orge  Bankoff,  author  and 
.arky  Street  surgeon,  died  on 
vlareh  15  aged  94.  He  was  born 
on  October  15, 1901. 

NUMEROUS  medical  men  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  combining  their  professional 
practice  with  the  writing  of  plays, 
poems  and  novels,  but  few  have 
exhibited  the  fecundity  and  versatility 
of  George  Bankoff.  The  Harley  Street 
surgeon  who  wrote  treatises  on  general 
and  plastic  surgery  was  unknown  to 
the  public  which  followed  George  Sava 
and  George  Borodin  —  the  names 
under  which  he  published  his  popular 
books.  The  majority  of  his  works  were 
of  an  autobiographical  or  fictional 
nature,  and  in  a  large  number  the  two 
ingredients  were  inextricably  woven 
together.  For.  in  Bankoff 's  case,  the 
story  of  his  own  life  and  adventures 
was  sufficiently  remarkable  to  provide 
him  with  an  inexhaustible  source  of 

material. 

Bankoff  was  a  talented  linguist  —  he 
spoke  eight  languages  fluently  —  bur 
he  never  quite  lost  the  accent  of  his 
homeland.  Russia.  Nor  did  he  lose 
much  of  his  exuberant  Russian  charac¬ 
ter.  He  was  bom  Georgi  Alexei 
Bankoff,  in  Samokov  in  Bulgaria,  the 
son  of  Colonel  Ivan  Alexandrovitch 
Bankoff  and  Countess  Maria  Ignatiev. 
His  father  was  a  Bulgarian  who  was 
serving  in  the  Russian  Imperial  Army, 
and  the  young  Georgi  was  fostered 
when  he  was  five  years  old  by  his 
mother’s  brother.  General  Alexis 
Igftmev,  who  brought  him  up  in 
Russia. 

He  attended  school  there  and  in  1913 
entered  the  Russian  Imperial  Royal 
Academy.  He  was  a  cadet  at  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Kronshtadt  when  the 
Revolution  broke  our.  Afterwards  he 
settled  on  medicine  as  a  career, 
studying  in  various  schools  at  Sofia. 
Florence.  Rome.  Munich,  Berlin  and 
Bonn.  In  1929  he  graduated  with 
doctorates  of  medicine  and  surgery 
from  Florence,  gaining  the  highest 
honours  that  year. 

in  1931  he  took  a  second  MD  degree 
at  Erlangen,  and  while  working  in 
Germany  he  also  obtained  the  higher 
surgical  diploma  and  the  diploma  in 
tuberculosis.  He  refused  to  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  Nazis  when  they 
came  to  power  and  in  1934  fled  to 
England. 

He  was  entitled  to  practise  in  Britain 
fay  virtue  of  his  Italian  qualifications 
but  after  suffering  same  deprecating 
comments  on  these  from  British  col- 


GEORGE  BANKOFF 


leagues,  he  threw  himself  into  further 
study  at  Manchester,  Glasgow  and 
Edinburgh.  However,  he  now  found 
himself  among  the  first  wave  of 
political  exiles  and  refugees  from  the 
Continent.  He  had  to  compete  with 
many  highly  qualified  medical  men, 
some  of  international  fame,  and  the 
young  polyglot  surgeon  found  that  he 
had  a  hard  road  to  tread. 

Nothing  daunted  him  and  after 
many  trials  and  vicissitudes  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  obtaining  hospital  appoint¬ 
ments  and  in  establishing  himself  as  a 
consultant  in  Harley  Street  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  1930s.  He  was  appointed 
surgeon  to  the  Italian  Hospital  in 
Queen  Square.  London,  and  he  was 
also  for  a  time  an  assistant  in  the 
Plastic  Surgery  Department  of  St 
James's  Hospital  In  1940  he  was 
elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow 
and  in  1942  he  became  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  of  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

It  was  during  the  war,  when  he 
worked  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Emergency 
Medical  Service,  that  he  became 
interested  in  the  new  science  of  plastic 


surgery.  He  worked  in  very  much  the 
same  field  as  Sir  Archibald  Mclndoe 
(although  notwirhhim),  rebuilding  the 
faces  and  bodies  of  injured  servicemen. 
Plastic  surgery  remained  thereafter  his 
chief  medical  interest 

His  professional  writings  included 
manuals  on  Plastic  Surgery  (1943}, 
Operative  Surgery  (1946)  and  The 
Practice  of  Local  Anaesthesia  (3rd 
edition.  1948).  He  also  wrote  more  or 
less  “popular”  bodes  on  surgery, 
plastic  surgery,  cancer,  tuberculosis 
and  penicillin.  He  visited  America  and 
acted  as  associate  professor  of  surgery 
at  various  hospitals  and  medical 
schools. 

In  the  early  1950s  he  was  invited 
back  to  the  University  of  Rome,  where 
he  became  their  first  Professor  of 
Plastic  Surgery.  Amazingly,  he  man¬ 
aged  to  maintain  three  plastic  surgery 
practices  across  the  world  —  in  Rome, 
in  Harley  Street  and  in  America  (first 
in  Washington,  later  in  Los  Angeles). 
He  was  still  practising  privately  well 
into  his  seventies,  but  had  left  Harley 
Street  by  the  early  1970s.  He  continued 
to  divide  his  time  thereafter  between 
these  three  countries. 


Bankoff  did  not  like  to  work  within 
fixed  government  parameters,  and 
while  he  did  not  actually  disagree  with 
the  introduction  of  the  National  Health 
Service  in  Britain,  he  did  not  have 
much  to  do  with  it.  He  ran.  instead,  his 
awn  version  of  democratic  healthcare. 
Those  who  could  afford  to  pay  hand¬ 
somely  did,  bur  those  who  could  not. 
gave  what  they  could  —  which  might 
mean  as  little  as  an  invitation  to 
dinner. 

Bankoff  had  taken  to  his  pen  for 
support  during  the  difficult  days  of  the 
late  1930s  when  he  had  been  struggling 
to  establish  himself  as  a  consulting 
surgeon  in  London.  The  stream  of 
books  which  were  to  make  him  the 
Simenon  of  the  medical  world  was 
inaugurated  in  1937  with  a  volume 
entitled  The  Healing  Knife.  This  is  the 
most  straightforwarelly  autobiographi¬ 
cal  of  his  books;  subsequent  volumes 
which  appeared  at  the  rate  of  three  or 
four  a  year  contained  a  much  larger 
mixture  of  fiction  and  presented  the 
author  in  an  amazing  series  of  adven¬ 
tures. 

These  included  Beauty  from  the 
Surgeon’s  Knife.  A  Surgeon's  Destiny, 
A  Ring  at  the  Door,  The  Knife  Heals 
Again,  and  The  Way  of  a  Surgeon.  In 
these  books  BankofPs  surgeon  protag¬ 
onist  was  never  daunted  and  never  at  a 
loss.  Coolly  and  with  supreme  confi¬ 
dence  he  faced  every  difficulty  and 
emergency,  from  the  total  reconstruc¬ 
tion  of  an  ugly  face  to  the  removal  of  an 
inflamed  appendix  with  a  penknife  by 
The  tight  of  a  candle. 

In  a  further  series  of  books,  Bankoff 
drew  upon  his  own  experiences  of 
Russia  and  of  many  strange  parts  of 
the  Middle  East  —  for  example  Russia 
Triumphant,  A  Tale  of  Ten  Cities, 
Valley  of  Forgotten  People,  The 
Chetniks  and  Rasputin  Speaks.  Invita¬ 
tion  to  Ballet  was  about  the  ballet 
(another  passion),  while  Link  of  Two 
Hearts  was  an  epistolary  novel  about 
an  imaginary  daughter  who  is  living 
through  the  Blitz.  Gissy  and  Call  it  Life 
were  more  or  less  'straightforward 
novels,  with  of  course,  the  usual 
medical  background.  Bankoff  had  a 
wonderful  command  of  the  English 
language  and  he  knew  how  to  tell  a 
story.  There  have  been  many  expo¬ 
nents  of  the  Healing  Knife  type  of 
book,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  of 
them  have  excelled  George  Sava. 

Bankoff  married  in  1939  Jannette 
Hollingdale,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
survive  him. 


BARRY  APPLEBY 


Barry  Appleby, 
cartoonist  died  on 

March  II  aged  86.  He  was 

born  on  August  30, 1909. 

THE  Gambols,  Barry 
Appleby’s  strip  cartoon,  ap¬ 
peared  every  day  in  the  Daily 
Express  for  46  years.  It  became 
one  of  the  staples  of  what  the 
proprietor.  Lord  Beaverbrook. 
modestly  described  as  the 
world’s  greatest  newspaper. 

In  fact,  the  Gambols  were 
well  known  far  beyond  Brit¬ 
ain.  Appleby  wisely  kept  the 
syndication  rights  for  himself 
and  they  brought  him  a  great 
deal  of  money.  !f  he  sometimes 
wondered  why  his  amiable 
portrait  of  a  middle-class 
couple  in  the  Home  Counties 
,  appealed  to  readers  in  the  Far 
East  and  small-town  America, 
he  did  not  allow’  this  to  worry 
him.  He  knew  it  provided  a 
standard  of  living  which  en¬ 
abled  him  to  buy  a  new  Rolls- 
Royce  every  other  year. 

Barry  Appleby,  bom  and 
educated  initially  in  the  West 
Midlands,  was  brought  by  his 
journalist  father  to  live  in 
Kingston  upon  Thames  while 
he  was  still  a  teenager.  There, 
in  surroundings  which  might 
have  been  borrowed  from  a 
later  Gambols  cartoon,  he  met 
his  future  wife  Doris,  always 
known  as  Dobs.  She  became 
the  most  important  influence 
in  starting  his  career  and 
throughout  the  rest  of  his  life. 

He  derided  to  follow  his 
father's  profession,  working 
first  as  a  freelance  contributor 
to  boys'  papers  and  trade 
magazines,  and  later  as  a 
sports  sub-editor  on  the  Daily 
Express.  He  had  been  a  prom¬ 
ising  schoolboy  artist  and  he 
was  soon  contributing  pocket 
cartoons  to  his  paper's  sports 
pages.  Then,  in  1950.  Appleby 
and  his  wife  conceived  the  idea 
of  the  Gambols.  It  was  a  joint 
creation  and  difficult  to  decide 
which  Appleby  was  mainly 
responsible  for  the  concept, 
litter  they  agreed  to  share  the 
honours. 

Arthur  Christiansen,  the 
Editor  of  the  Express  who  had 
seen  h  become  the  first  daily 
paper  to  reach  a  circulation  of 


four  million,  immediately  rec¬ 
ognised  the  potential  of  the 
Gambols.  Many  Express  read¬ 
ers  identified  with  the  couple 
—  middle-class,  middle-mind¬ 
ed,  with  a  reasonable  dispos¬ 
able  income  despite  occasional 
money  worries  and  devoted  to 
well-intentioned  but  ultimate¬ 
ly  disastrous  do-it-yourself 
carpentry.  It  was  a  profile 
which  Daily  Express  advertis¬ 
ers  also  appreciated. 

The  Gambols'  success  coin¬ 
cided  with  a  high  tide  of  the 
paper's  success  when  it 
reached  its  record  circulation 
of  4U  million  under  Chris¬ 
tiansen'S  successor.  Edward 
[now  Sir  Edward)  Pickering. 
Other  traditional  Express  fea¬ 
tures  and  famous  by-lines 
were  discarded  by  future  edi¬ 
tors  as  the  paper's  circulation 
fell.  But  the  Gambols  contin¬ 
ued.  even  though  they  were 
demoted  —  much  to  Appleby's 
irritation  —  from  a  prime 
position  on  the  back  page  to  a 
slot  inside  the  paper. 

Gaye  Gambol,  the  zany 
female  character,  was  suppos¬ 
edly  modelled  on  Dobs  App¬ 
leby.  It  is  true  there  were  slight 
resemblances.  In  most  re¬ 
spects.  however.  Dobs  was  the 
opposite  of  Gaye.  She  was 
hard-headed,  a  brilliant  man¬ 
ager  of  her  husband's  finances 
and  herself  a  substantial  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  strip  cartoon. 


Husband  and  wife  shared 
ideas  for  the  gags,  and  the 
strip  cartoon  was  usually 
drawn  with  the  two  sitting  and 
working  opposite  each  other. 
Barry  did  the  main  drawing 
work  while  Dobs  supplied 
some  of  the  background  and 
was  responsible  for  all  the 
feminine  aspects.  On  occa¬ 
sions  when  Appleby  was  not 
available  she  is  believed  to 
have  drawn  the  entire  strip 
herself. 

Together  they  provided  a 
vision  of  Britain  wMch  never 
varied  It  was  as  if  time  had 
been  frozen  in  Kingston  upon 
Thames  from  the  moment  the 
Gambols  were  created  at  the 
beginning  of  the  1950s.  There 
was  no  violence  in  their  lives, 
no  social  stress  and  sex  was 
something  which  took  place 
out  of  sight.  The  Gambols 
always  oocupied  single  beds. 

Eventually  Dobs  and  Barry 
Appleby  moved  from  Kings¬ 
ton.  first  to  a  house  near 
Dorking  and  then  to  Castle 
Cary  in  Somerset.  Dobs  died 
in  1985  but  Barry  continued 
drawing  until  he  suffered  a 
stroke  last  month.  He  died  five 
days  before  he  would  have 
celebrated  the  46th  anniversa¬ 
ry  of  the  first  Gambols  cartoon 
appearing  in  the  Daily 
Express. 

Barry  and  Dobs  Appleby 
had  no  children. 


OLGA  RUDGE 


Olga  Rudge,  violinist  and 
mispress  of  Ezra  Pound 
dkj  on  March  15  aged 
100.  She  was  bora  on 
April  13, 1895. 

OLGA  RUDGE  was  the  mis¬ 
tress  of  Ezra  Pound  for  fifty 
years,  and  his  sole  companion 
during  the  last  decade  of  his 
life.  She  was  not  a  mistress  in 
the  conventional  sense;  she 
was  never  supported  by  him. 
not  just  because  Pound  had  no 
money,  but  because  she  was 
too  competent  and  indepen¬ 
dent  to  need  help.  Besides 
being  a  talented  professional 
violinist,  she  turned  her  hand 
to  numerous  projects  to  aug¬ 


ment  their  domestic  finances, 
and  she  had  a  second  career  as 
a  musicologist,  being  largely 
responsible  for  the  rediscov¬ 
ery,  in  the  late  1930s,  of  the 
then  not  so  fashionable  Vival¬ 
di.  To  scholars  of  Pound 
however,  Olga  Rudge’s  impor¬ 
tance  lies  in  the  unusually 
liberated  nature  of  her  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  poet  and 
with  his  tong-suffering  wife 
Dorothy. 

Olga  Rudge  had  her  own 
career  as  a  promising  concert 
violinist  when  she  first  met 
Pound  —  she  in  her  early 
twenties,  he  ten  years  older. 
She  was  bom  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  of  Irish.  Catholic  de¬ 


scent.  Her  mother  was  musi¬ 
cal  and  loved  Europe,  keeping 
an  apartment  in  Paris.  Olga 
was  sent  on  her  first  trip  to 
Europe  at  the  age  of  seven 
months,  and  was  educated  in 
France  and  England.  She 
spoke  with  such  a  British 
accent  as  an  adult  that  Ford 
Madox  Fbrd  when  he  met 
her,  could  not  believe  that  she 
hailed  originally  from  the 
United  States. 

Olga  began  her  violinist's 
career  by  giving  concerts  in 
London  and  in  Paris,  and  it 
was  at  one  of  her  concerts  in 
London  that  she  first  caught 
the  attention  of  Pound,  sitting 
in  the  audience.  They  met 


properly  in  Paris  the  following 
year,  when  Olga,  spotting 
Pound  from  a  distance,  asked 
“who  that  handsome  bearded 
man  was,  in  the  velvet  jacket 
and  die  unusual  bespoke 
shirt".  Pound  laughed  when 
they  were  properly  introduced 
because,  as  he  explained,  he 
had  already  written  two  re¬ 
views  of  her  violin  playing, 
one  good  fire  other  bad.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  she  had  not  read  the 
bad  one. 

Pound  admired  the  young 
woman  not  only  for  her  beauty 
and  her  vitality  —  she  was  an 
uninhibited  talker  —  but  for 
the  enthusiasm  with  which 
she  would  listen  to  his  own 
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convoluted  philosophical 
m usings,  at  that  time  being 
incorporated  into  the  Cantos. 
He  had  then  been  married  for 
five  years  to  Dorothy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Olivia  Shakespear 
(Yeats's  friend).  But  Rnind, 
like  many  writers  of  his  gener¬ 
ation.  had  a  lax  approach  to 
marriage  and  fidelity,  and 
began  a  very  public  liaison 
with  Olga  almost  immediate¬ 
ly.  In  1925  she  bore  him  his 
first  child,  Mary. 

To  avoid  scandal  the  child 
was  bom  at  Bressanone  in  the 
Italian  South  Tyrol,  and 
raised  secretly  by  peasants. 
But  Pound  did  not  completely 
abandon  his  wife,  and  she 
bore  him  a  son,  Omar,  the 
following  year.  There  followed 
a  reasonably  amicable  me¬ 
nage  d  trois,  with  the  three 
living  between  Paris  and  Italy. 
Pound  dividing  his  time  be¬ 
tween  the  two  women.  Olga 
and  Pound  lived  modestly  in  a 
house  in  Venice,  which  she 
had  persuaded  her  father  to 
buy  (fortunately  before  he  lost 
all  his  money  in  the  Wall 
Street  crash).  Olga’s  life  was 
from  this  point  almost  entirely 
subordinated  to  the  demands 
of  living  with  Pound,  and  her 
career  as  a  performer  never 
really  recovered. 

Instead,  she  taught  in  a 
conservatory  in  Siena,  and  in 
1936  began  her  championing 
of  Vivaldi,  after  she  had 
unearthed  25  volumes  of  his 
music  which  had  not  been 
heard  for  centuries,  in  Turin. 
She  formed  a  Vivaldi  Society 
in  Venice,  and  became  in¬ 
volved  in  the  promotion  of  this 
then  seldom-played  composer 
in  numerous  ways.  In  1939  she 
published  a  comprehensive 
catalogue  of  his  works. 

Olga  met  Mussolini,  whom 
Pound  gready  admired,  in 
1928.  She  accompanied  an 
American  friend  who  was 
giving  the  Duce  violin  les¬ 


sons.  and  noted  that  he 
"played  well  for  an  amateur". 
During  the  war.  Olga  Rudge 
stayed  on  in  Italy,  teaching  at 
a  state  school  in  Rapallo.  even 
though  American  nationals 
had  been  ordered  home.  Doro¬ 
thy  came  to  live  with  her,  and 
the  hitherto  relatively  cordial 
relationship  between  the  two 
was  put  under  immense 
strain,  (found  was  trapped 
between  two  women,  neither 
of  whom,  he  wryly  observed, 
could  cook. 

After  his  infamous  broad¬ 
casts  in  support  of  the  Fascists 
from  Rome,  (found  was  seized 
in  1945  by  Italian  partisans 
who  handed  him  over  to  the 
Americans.  He  was  then  sent 
home.  To  Olga  it  was  a  great 
disappointment  that  he  never 


stood  trial  for  treason.  He 
would,  she  argued,  almost 
certainly  have  been  more 
swiftly  released  by  the  ensuing 
public  outcry,  instead  he  was 
declared  insane  and  incarcer¬ 
ated  in  St  Elizabeth's  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Washington,  for  the  next 
12  years. 

Olga  did  not  have  the 
money  to  visit  him  more  than 
once.  She  remained  in  Italy, 
bombarded  by  numerous  let¬ 
ters  from  (found,  and  worked 
to  clear  his  name.  In  1948  she 
published  drafts  of  some  of  his 
wartime  broadcasts  under  the 
heading  If  This  Be  Treason? 
Her  selection  —  which  induct¬ 
ed  talks  on  Henry  James's  use 
of  the  parenthesis  —  was  one¬ 
sided.  intended  to  stress  the 
innocuous,  literary  content  of 


Pound'S  broadcasts,  and  neat¬ 
ly  avoided  dealing  with  Ms 
more  blatant  anti-Semitic 
rantings. 

When  Pound  was  released 
from  St  Elizabeth’s  in  I95S,  he 
walked  out  on  the  arms  of  four 
women:  Dorothy,  Olga.  Mary 
(Ms  daughter)  and  a  woman 
called  Marcella  Spann,  to 
whom  be  later  proposed. 
Dorothy,  however,  would  not 
hear  of  a  divorce  and  she 
remained  Ms  legal  wife.  He 
returned  to  an  uneasy  truce, 
dividing  time  between  Doro¬ 
thy  and  Olga  at  first  But  by 
1962  he  had  settled  perma¬ 
nently  with  Ms  beloved  Olga, 
and  he  remained  with  her 
until  Ms  death  in  1972  at  the 
age  of  87  (Dorothy  died  the 
following  year).  Local  shop¬ 
keepers  in  Venice  referred  to 
Olga  thereafter  as  “the  poet's 
widow". 

Their  routine  during  those 
last  ten  years  was  happy  and 
domesticated.  They  would  eat 
lunch  outdoors  in  sunny  wea¬ 
ther,  and  stroll  along  the 
Grand  Canal  in  the  afternoon. 
Hordes  of  Pound  “scholars" — 
many  of  whom,  Olga  quickly 
divined,  had  never  read  Ms 
work — would  visit  their  home 
from  curiosity.  She  protected 
him  from  these  callers  with 
the  same  crisp  efficiency  that 
she  laier  repulsed  bogus  biog¬ 
raphers:  “They  ring  ray  bell 
and  announce  they  are  writing 
books  that  ‘will  teU  both  sides’. 
Both  sides!  What  do  they  think 
we  are?  Ezra  (found  is  no 
pancake." 

Olga  Rudge  spent  the  last 
two  decades  alone,  sorting 
through  Pound’s  papers,  and 
helping  with  genuine  research 
inquiries.  Finally  she  lived 
with  her  daughter  —  by  whom 
she  is  survived,  and  who 
through  marriage  had  become 
Princess  Mary  de  Rachewiltz 
—at  her  daughter's  castle  near 
Merano  in  northern  Italy. 


MR  BRENDAN  BEHAN 

THE  QUARE  FELLOW 

Mr  Brendan  Behan,  the  Irish  writer,  who  died 
at  Meath  Hospital. Dublin,  last  flight  at  the 
age  of  41.  had  lived  long  enough  to  see  at  least 
one  of  his  plays  and.  unofficially,  himself 
taken  to  its  heart  by  the  United  Kingdom, 
where  he  had  once  undergone  eight  years  of 
Borstal  training  for  terrorist  activity  chi  behalf 
of  the  IRA 

Not  that  he  settled  here.  He  would  appear  in 
England,  and  as  suddenly  leave  again;  and 
while  he  was  here  Behan  frequented,  apart 
from  the  company  presenting  his  own  plays, 
crowds  rather  than  individuals.  It  seems  to 
have  been  a  passion  with  him  to  be  like  his 
fellows  and  to  do  as  they  did;  and  he  could 
gratify  this  most  readily  by  mingling  with 
them  wherever  they  habitually  foregathered  to 
drink,  gossip,  play  darts,  and  drink  again.  To 
have  the  reputation  of  a  drinker  meant  as 
Behan  saw  it,  to  be  accepted  as  a  man  like 
others,  only  more  so. 

One  of  the  three  sans  of  Mr  Stephen  Behan, 
a  housepainter  in  Dublin,  he  was  bom  on 
February  9, 1923-  According  to  the  statement 
that  he.  at  the  age  of  lb.  made  a!  CID 
headquarters  in  Lime  Sum.  Liverpool,  after 
his  arrest  during  the  Second  World  War,  he 


ON  THIS  DAY 

March  21,1964 


Brendan  Behan,  sent  to  Borstal  for  IRA 
terrorist  activity,  made  fell  use  of  the 
experience  in  his  book  Borstal  Boy  and 
in  his  plays  The  Quafe  Fellow  and  the 
west  End  hit  The  Hostage 

had  come  over  to  fight  for  the  Irish  Workers* 
and  Small  Farmers'  Republic  lor  a  hill  and 
free  life  for  his  countrymen.  North  and  South, 
and  for  the  removal  of  British  Imperialism 
from  Irish  affairs.  Too  young  to  be  impris¬ 
oned.  he  was  sentenced  to  Borstal  training. 

An  Expulsion  Order  being  made  against 
him  eight  years  later,  Behan  returned  to 
Dublin  and  published  in  1958  a  long  chapter  of 
autobiography  under  the  title  Borstal  Boy.  He 
showed  in  this  how  he  had  preserved  his  srii- 
respect  by  continuing  to  mock  at  authority. 
The  only  animosity  in  the  book  is  against 
stupidity,  and  even  this  was  converted  to 


tolerance  as  he  found  that,  unperceived  by 
anyone  but  himself,  stupidity  could  be  scored 
off,  provided  he  kept  his  temper. 

Borstal  Bey — it  was  banned  in  the  Republic 
of  Ireland  and  in  Australia  —  was  an  anti- 
heroic  book,  and  The  Quare  Fellow  and  The 
Hostage  were  anti-heroic  plays.  Both  reached 
Miss  Joan  Littlewood  at  Theatre  Royal. 
Stratford,  in  a  much  shorter  form  than  that  in 
which  they  were  eventually  produced  there 
and  later  transferred  to  the  West  End.  The 
Quare  Fellow,  a  study  of  life  in  a  prison  on  the 
eve  of  a  hanging ...  has  been  played  in  west 
Berlin,  by  Miss  Littlewood’s  company  at  the 
Drama  Festival  in  Paris  in  1959.  and  an 
television,  and  a  film  made  of  it  was  shown 
herein  1961  Its  successor  The  Hostage  —  the 
man  in  question  being  a  Cockney  soldier 
kidnapped  and  held  in  a  Dublin  brothel  — 
established  itself  as  a  smash  hit  in  the  West 
End  on  its  arrival  there  in  the  summer  of  1959. 
The  public,  having  learnt  to  look  at  life 
through  Behan's  eyes  and  to  listoi  to  it 
speaking  with  liis  voice,  found  the  experience 
exciting.  Things  seemd  to  be  not  merely  turned 
upside  down  fay  him,  but  made  mellower.  It 
was  as  though  at  curtain  fall  his  characters 
shook  hands,  like  two  teams  at  the  end  of  a 
football  match,  laughed,  and  went  off  to  enjoy 
the  evening  together . . . 


THE  TIMES  TODAY 
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Humans  can  get  mad  cow  disease 


■  The  Government  admitted  for  the  first  time  that  mad  cow 
disease  could  be  transmitted  to  humans. 

And  as  ministers  demanded  expert  guidance  by  the weekend 
on  whether  children  can  safely  eat  beef,  its  chief  adviser  gave  a 
warning  that  a  newly  discovered  strain  of  the  human  form  of 
the  disease  could  even  develop  into  an  epidemic......  Page  1,23 

Howard  cracks  down  on  burglars 

■  Persistent  burglars  face  a  minimum  of  three  years  in  prison 

and  repeat  drug  dealers  at  least  six  years  under  tough 
sentencing  plans  being  being  proposed  by  Michael  Howard. 
The  Home  Secretary  will  also  end  the  practice  by  which  the 
length  of  time  a  prisoner  spends  on  remand  is  automatically 
included  as  part  of  a  jail  sentence,  giving  the  judiciary 
discretion  in  the  matter . - . Page  1 


Wedding  lines 

The  platform  announcement 
came  fifty  years  too  late  for  the 
couple  from  Brief  Encounter,  but 
a  British  railway  station  plans  to 
conduct  weddings — Page  I 

INLA  infighting 

Leading  members  of  the  Irish 
National  Liberation  Army  in  Bel¬ 
fast  have  gone  to  ground  as  the 
terrorist  organisation  tears  itself 
apart  in  a  feud  that  has  claimed 
three  lives  this  year Page  4 

Whitehall  cuts 

Civil  Service  staff  cuts  were 
blamed  by  the  parliamentary  om¬ 
budsman  for  a  record  number  of 
complaints  against  government 
departments - Page  4 

Briton  murdered 

A  British  businessman,  David 
Swindells,  has  been  murdered  by 
thieves  in  Shenzhen,  the  increas¬ 
ingly  lawless  Chinese  city  on  the 
border  with  Hong  Kong ..  Page  5 

Teachers’  grades 

Poor  performance  in  two  lessons 
will  be  enough  to  classify  teachers 
as  incompetent  under  inspection 
guidelines  to  help  to  rid  schools  of 
15.000  bad  staff _ Page  6 

Landlord  crackdown 

Landlords  should  be  forced  by 
law  to  keep  rented  properties  fit 
for  human  habitation,  according 
to  the  Law  Commission.  More 
than  a  fifth  of  private  rented  ac¬ 
commodation  in  England  is  not 
fit  to  live  in . Page  10 


Landed  by  Disney 

Two  little-known  British  anima¬ 
tors  whose  sole  original  work  is  a 
90-second  film  have  signed  a 
multimillion-pound  feature  film 
deal  with  Disney _ Page  13 

Taiwan  gets  US  arms 

America,  in  a  further  reminder 
to  the  Chinese  of  its  military 
influence,  agreed  to  sell  mobile 
Stinger  anti-aircraft  missiles  and 
other  defensive  weapons  to 
Taiwan! _ _ _ Page  14 

Threat  to  coalition 

If  the  vote  for  Germany's  Free 
Democrats  ooliapes  this  Sunday, 
the  Bonn  coalition  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Democrats  will  be  in  serious 
trouble . - . Page  15 

TB  to  kill  millions’ 

A  drug-resistant  form  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  is  poised  to  kill  tens  of 
millions  of  people,  says  the  World 
Health  Organisation _ Page  16 

Victim  tapes  death 

An  American  woman  abducted  at 
gunpoint  switched  on  a  tape  re¬ 
corder  in  her  handbag  and  record 
the  last  minutes  of  her  life,  pro¬ 
viding  police  with  a  record  of  the 
gunman’s  voice  and  personal 
details . Page  16 

Mandela  challenge 

Winnie  Mandela  said  she  would 
challenge  a  court  order  granting 
President  Mandela  a  divorce, 
hours  after  he  offered  a  her  an 

out-of-court  financial 

settlement . Page  17 


Brothers  in  Charltons’  boots 

■  A  great  English  football  tradition  was  revived  by  Terry 
Venables,  the  England  coach,  when  he  named  Gary  and  Philip 
Neville,  the  Manchester  United  defenders,  in  his  squad*  If  they 
play  against  Bulgaria  in  next  Wednesday’s  friendly,  they  will 
be  the  twentieth  pair  of  brothers  to  win  England  caps —and  the 
first  to  do  so  since  Bobby  and  Jack  Charlton - Page  l 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,121 


ACROSS 

1  Hie  best  foundation  for  a  plot  (6- 
3). 

6  What  witch  may  use  to  live  —  like 
this  magic,  primarily  (5). 

9  Deride  to  keep  ring  in  gold  com 
holder  (7). 

10  Warning  ays  very  short  always 
(7). 

11  Question  about  Egyptian  grain 
(5). 

12  What  could  make  me  read  on, 
absorbing  100?  (9). 

a  13  This  may  clarify  what’s  crude 
about  flashy  clothes  (8). 

15  Indication  of  engaged  status?  Yes 
and  no  (4). 

19  Type  that’s  abandoned  Sally  (4). 

20  Someone  held  a  net  I  cast  in  river 

■  (8). 

23  Comfort,  perhaps,  for  Alcatraz 

inmate  in  dismal  prison  sentence 

■  (?). 

24  Power  line  carried  by  that  support 
structure?  (5). 

a  - 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,120 


Hnaacn  agasstnaas 
BnnsuisEis 
Qnrasaasas  QSISSff] 
HBEQEOa® 
EEEHHHHSSHHOnsg 
e  naans 
HsnEBU  asnaanao 
E  0  @  d  ED 

QQsasass  Enemas 
is  s  0  0  b  m 
fflSHEtisaaaHHQEna 
Eansissas 
annns  [UBHoninHaB 
BSHnssas 
nnsasssas  oaass 


26  Part  of  face  1  declared  almost 
tanned  (7). 

27  Greek  character's  total  trans¬ 
formation  as  half-caste  (7). 

28  Observed  conference  material  (5). 

29  I’m  taken  aback  by  vision  about 
holy  man  in  central  Jordan,  say 

(91- 

DOWN 

1  Government  department  alters 
text  in  introductions  (9). 

2  Potential  seed  beginning  me  very 
unusual  learning  experience  (5). 

3  Flat  ring  provided  fa-  performing 
with  horses  (S). 

4  Long  shot  certain  to  go  enter  a 
railway  (8). 

5  It’s  a  mistake  to  change  sides  (6). 

6  Ship  -British  one  needing  special¬ 
ist  engineers  (6). 

7  Evidence  about  accomplished 
English  ruler  (91. 

8  There  has  to  be  an  R  in  the  month, 
stupid!  (5). 

14  Definite  last  word  on  closure  of 
pit?  Heavens!  (9). 

16  Variant  upland  turned  over  to 
provide  space  for  the  rest  of  the 
players  (5,4). 

17  Ambassador  wrong  to  imprison 
monk  for  a  week  (8). 

18  Short  publication  shows  limit 
restricting  speed  at  junction  (8). 

21  You’ll  see  ball-game  in  covering 
winter  sports  venue  (3-3). 

22  Replacement  kicks  put  on  Western 
American  lodge  (6). 

23  Consecrate  bishop?  Not  serf  (5). 

25  Drunk,  having  taken  on  nearly 

two  pints  (5). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  48 
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PARTY 


Political  rivals  exchange  views  alter  casting  their  votes  in  Huntley,  northwest  of  Chicago,  daring  the  Illinois  Primary.  Page  16 


British  Telecom;  New  proposals 
from  Oftet,  the  teleconununications 
regulator,  will  ensure  that  BT  cus¬ 
tomers  will  see  their  phone  bills  fall 

In  real  terms . . Page  25 

Polly  Peck:  The  jury  in  the  trial  of 
Elizabeth  Forsyth  retired  to  consid¬ 
er  their  verdicts.  She  denies  han¬ 
dling  nearly  £400,000  allegedly 
stolen  by  Asfl  Nadir  from  Polly 
Peck  International _ Page  25 

Economy:  Retail  sales  increased  by 
0.6  per  cent  in  February,  reversing 
January's  fell,  according  to  the 
Central  Statistical  Office  ...Page  25 
Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  index  fell 
7.6  to  3.685.4.  Sterling’s  trade- 
weighted  index  climbed  from  83.7 
to  84.0  after  a  rise  from  $15323  to 
$L5363  and  from  DM22620  to 
DM22696 _ Page  28  | 


Football;  England  have  turned  to 
youth  for  the  match  against  Bul¬ 
garia  at  Wembley  next  week,  select¬ 
ing  Robbie  Fowler,  20,  and  the 
Neville  brothers,  Gary,  21.  and 
Philip,  19 _ Pages  45, 48 

Rugby  league:  Two  days  before  the 
Australian  Rugby  League  premier¬ 
ship  kicks  off,  hopes  rose  for  a 
ceasefire  in  the  acrimonious  battle 

with  Super  League.— . ....Page  45 

Athletics:  After  shutting  herself 
away  for  18  months,  Diane  Modahl 
is  not  only  talking  to  the  world,  she 
is  thinking  of  competing  against 

it  again _ _ Page  42 

GoH:  David  Feherty  has  overcome 
a  long  series  of  problems  on  and  off 
the  course  to  make  a  welcome  re¬ 
turn  to  form  mi  the  PGA  European 
Tour . . - . . Page  46 
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For  the  latest  AA  Irafficfroacfcwxlc!  totarmatton. 
2*  hours  a  day.  dial  0336  401  Mowed  by  On 
appropriate  code. 

London  &  SE  traffic,  rotftrortta 

Area ®flhn M25..  _ _ 731 

Esse^HonsTBeds/Bocks/BwKs/Oxon  _  _ 732 

tem?SunejtfSuss«/Harts _ _ 734 

M25  LonJon  Ortutal  only . . .  738 

Mtotorwl  traffic  and  raadafatto 

Natural  motorways . . 737 

West Gountiy...  .... . . __  . „738 

Wales.  _ 739 

Mdtands..  . . 740 

EastAogfia . 741 

NontvwaaEnoWid  _ ...7*2 

North-east England  ....  . 743 

Scotland - 744 

Northern  Ireland . . 745 

AA  Roadualch  re  charged  at  39p  per  minute 

(cheap  tale)  and  <Hp  per  mnute  at  edi  other  tmes. 


□  General:  cloudy  across  England 
and  Wdles  with  a  band  of  Tight  rain 
and  drizzle  slowly  moving  north.  This 
may  fan  as  sleet  or  snow  on  the  high 
ground  in  the  North  but  only  in  small ' 
amounts.  Southern  areas  wflJ  see 
some  brightness  but  have  showery 
bursts  of  rain. 

Sleet  and  snow  in  central  and 
northern  Scotland  will  become  con¬ 
fined  to  the  far  north  by  the  evening. 
Southern  Scotland  ana  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  should  have  a  manly  dry  day 
with  some  brightness,  although 
patchy  rain  or  drizzle  wifl  arrive  later. 

□  London,  SE  England,  Central  S 
England,  Channel  Isles,  SW  Eng¬ 
land:  some  brightness  at  times  but 
mainly  cloudy  with  showery  busts  of 
rain.  Wind  Bghi  to  moderate,  south  to 
southwest.  Max  10C  (50F). 

□  E  AngUa,  E  Midlands,  E  Eng¬ 
land,  W  Midlands,  S  Wales,  N 
Wales,  NW  England,  Central  N 
England:  cloudy  with  light  rain  or 
drizzle,  turning  patchy.  Wind  Dght  to 
moderate,  easterly  becoming  mainly 


New  Rims:  Toy  Storys  stars  may 
come  from  a  computer  but  the  emo¬ 
tions  are  definitely  human,  says 
Geoff  Brown  of  the  week's  top 
cinema  release.  While  Vietnam's 
urban  nightmare  is  pretentiously 
treated  in  Cyclo - Page  35 

Young  at  Ait:  How  a  top  London 
youth  orchestra  —  Ealing  Youth 
Orchestra  —  is  putting  on  Puccini's 
Tosoa _ Page  36 

Trouble  In  Wales:  The  high-voltage 
imagination  of  the  Welsh  dramatist 
Edward  Thomas  is  on  display  in 
his  play.  Song  from  a  Forgotten 
City,  now  on  at  the  Donmar  Ware¬ 
house  in  London - Page  37 

Moving  house:  English  National 
Ballet  has  a  deal  with  the  Coliseum 
that  will  see  the  theatre  become  its 
London  home _ Page  37 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  STRAITS  MAN 
On  the  pop  page: 

David  Sinclair  on 
Golden  Heart,  the  first 
solo  album  by  Mark 
Knopfler,  left 

■  EDUCATION 
The  National  Union 

of  Students  as  a  nursery 
for  new  Labour 


south  to  southeast  Max  8C  (46Q. 

□  Lake  District,  Isle  of  Man,  SW 
Scotland,  Glasgow,  Argyll,  NW 
Scotland,  N  Ireland:  dry  tor  much  of 
tha  day  but  cloud  thickening  later  with 
some  patchy  rain  or  drizzle  in  places. 
Wind  east  to  northeast,  moderate, 
locally  fresh.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  NE  England,  Bordens,  Edin¬ 
burgh  &  Dundee:  dry  tor  much  of  the 
day  but  doud  thickening  with  light  rain 
or  drizzle  later.  Wind  east  lo  northeast 
moderate.  Max  5C  (4 IF). 

□  Aberdeen,  Central  Highlands, 
Moray  Firth:  dowdy  with  patchy 
drizzle,  sleet  or  snow  on  hi  Us.  Slowly 
becoming  drier  from  the  south,  but 
staying  mostly  cloudy.  Wind  east  to 
northeast,  moderate.  Max  6C  (43F). 

□  NE  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland: 
mostly  cloudy  with  outbreaks  of 
drizzle,  sleet  or  snow.  Wind  east  to 
northeast,  moderate  to  fresh.  Max  5C 
(41 C). 

□  Outlook  for  tomorrow  and  Sat¬ 
urday:  patchy  rain  in  the  north,  rain 
spreading  from  the  southwest  later. 


Dishing  the  dirt:  Eleanor  Lambert, 
New  York's  grand  dame  of  "best 
dressed"  lists,  is  in  danger  of  being 

knocked  off  her  perch . Page  19 

Dr  Thomas  Stuttaford  on  ever- 
better  pacemakers,  wine  versus  sal¬ 
monella,  steroids’  effects ...  Page  18 
Little  frosBea:  Two  books  aim  to 
tell  children  and  parents  how  ba¬ 
bies  are  bom  —  when  they  are 
conceived  through  the  test-tube 
method .. . . Page  18 


Revealing  stories:  Joanna  Pitman 
on  Japan’s  imperial  love,  an  Infer¬ 
no  for  our  times;  Peter  Ackroyd  on 
Cromwell,  protector  enthroned  in 
ermine;  and  others _ Pages  3839 


Catching  a  cold:  A  bad  winter  and 
competition  from  Eurotunnel  have 
given  cross-channel  ferry  operators 
a  pasting.  New  Eurostar  plans  a 
new  range  of  services —  Pages  41 
Floating  magic:  Disney  launches 
its  own  cruise  liners  within  two 
years . . -Page  41 


In  making  immigration  an  issue 
for  the  forthcoming  elections  in 
Germany,  Oskar  Lafbntaine  is 
risking  an  own  goal.  Every  time 
immigration  has  became  an  elec¬ 
toral  issue  in  Europe  it  has  been  the 
Right  which  has  gained  the  great¬ 
est  advance  —  La  Repubblica 


Preview:  Joy  Adamson  of  B6m 
Free  is  reassessed  in  Reputation 
(BBC2.  9pm).  Review:  Peter  Bar¬ 
nard  on  an  unrevealing  joun*y 
into  the  sewer . -Page  47 


Bovine  alarm 

With  every  attempt  to  lay  out  the 
latest  scientific  advice  and  prudent 
counsel  the  Government  appears  to 
retreat  from  lofty  certainty  and 
make  its  earlier  stance  look  like 
culpable  insouciance - Page  2] 

India  at  risk 

Corruption  may  not  lose  Mr  Raa 
die  elections,  but  it  has  lost  him  the 
voters’  respect - -  - Pagea 

Stroke  your  resources 

To  err  is  human  but  to  forgive  with 
a  smile  may  soon  be  company 
policy . Page  2l 


PETER  RIDDELL 

Parliament  is  not  working  weiL 
That  is  not  only  the  view  of  the 
public  in  polls  and  of  many  wiser 
MPs  in  private,  but  also  of  two 
eminent  judges  —  Lord  Nolan  and 

Sir  Richard  Scott - Page  9 

WILLIAM  REES-MOGG 
Pope  has  been  the  perfect  friend  fa¬ 
me.  (  have  shared  the  affection1^ 
many  of  the  things  he  loved:  the 
English  language,  the  English 
landscape,  the  English  country 
house,  the  Catholic  Church,  the  zest 
of  public  controversy,  the  idea  of  a 
moral  universal,  the  loyalty  of 
friends,  the  conversation  of 
women,  an  awareness  of  the  ab¬ 
surd,  the  greatness  of  Shakespeare 
and  the  classics,  and  the  company 

of  books- . . Page  20 

JOHN  BRYANT 

There  are  times  when  you  should 
beware  of  sport.  It  can  take  over 
your  life.  Like  birds,  the  obsessives 
migrate  to  escape  the  bitterness 
of  the  British  dirnate  —  and  head 
for  the  warm-weather  training 
camp - Page  45 


George  Bankoff,  auther  arid  sur¬ 
geon;  Barry  Appleby,  cartoonist; 
Olga  Radge,  violinist  and  mistress 
of  Ezra  Pound - Page  23 


Privatisation  of  Civil  Service  agen¬ 
cy;  lottery  winners  and  losers; 
checks  on  reasons  for  gun  owner¬ 
ship;  teaching  standards;  Cherie 
Blair . . . — Page  21 
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FROM  LONDON 

price  pp  inci.  1  night  in  a 
2  star  ibis  hotel  with 
FREE  Metro  pass. 
Weekend  departures  only. 
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BOOK  NOW! 
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ANATOLE  KALETSKY  29 

Why  US  capitalism 
has  defeated  the 
‘peasants’  revolt 


TRAVEL  40, 41 
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Modahl  ready 
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troubles  behind 
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New  price  cap  will  see 
BT  bills  fall  by  £20 


By  Eric  Reguly 


EYECATCHERS  PRESS 


BT  customers  will  see  their 
phone  bills  kill  from  an  average 
of  £50  a  quarter  to  about  E30  over 
the  next  five  years  under  new 
price-cap  proposals  published 
yesterday  by  ofiel,  the  telecom¬ 
munications  regulator. 

BT  said  that  it  was  "disappoint¬ 
ed”  by  the  proposed  controls 
because  they  are  tighter  than  h  had 
expected,  if  BT  rejects  them,  Oftel 
will  automatically  seek  a  Monopo¬ 
lies  and  Mergers  Commission 
inquiry.  With  BT  and  Oftel  already 
at  loggerheads  over  other  issues, 
such  as  policing  anti-competitive 
practises,  a  monopolies  referral 
now  seems  all  but  certain. 

BT  shares  fell  7p  to  344hp  as 
investors  weighed  up  the  prospect 
of  continued  tight  controls.  Oftel 
said  the  new  price  regime  would 
remove  some  £1.5  billion  a  year  in 
“super-normal"  operating  profits 
from  the  company's  regulated 
business. 

Don  Cruickshank,  Oftel  "s  Direc¬ 
tor-General.  proposed  that  ST'S 
retail  prices  decline  by  between  5 


Pennington .. 


per  cent  and  9  per  cent,  less  the 
inflation  rate,  between  mid-1997. 
when  the  current  cap  expires,  and 
2001.  The  proposals  are  essentially 
unchanged  from  the  current  cap  of 
lh  per  cent  less  the  inflation  rate. 

He  also  proposed  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  wholesale,  or  “network". 
yprice  cap.  which  would  reduce 
’prices  such  as  interconnection 
charges  by  3  to  6  per  cent  a  year. 
The  cable-telephony  companies  ap¬ 
plauded  the  proposal  because  all 
their  calls  have  to  pass  through 
BTs  network. 

Retail  price  caps  have  been  in 
place  since  BT  was  privatised  in 
1984  and  have  shaved  billions  of 
pounds  off  the  country's  phone 
bills.  BTs  prices  for  national  and 
international  calls  are  now  among 
the  lowest  in  the  world,  although 
local  cal]  prices  are  nowhere  near 
the  cheapest 

Mr  Cruickshank  said  that  the 
price  cap  could  not  be  eliminated. 


Pledge  by 
Labour 


as  BT  wished,  because  BT  is  still 
the  dominant  player  in  the  market 
It  controls  an  estimated  94  per  cent 
of  local  calls,  83  per  cent  of  national 
calls  and  70  per  cent  of  internation¬ 
al  .  calls.  He  said:  “The  central 
objectives  for  the  price  control 
review  are  to  protect  customers  in 
markets  were  competition  is  not 
yet  effective. 

“Effective  competition  is  around 
the  comer,  but  it  isn’t  here  yet" 
BT  disagreed,  noting  that  has 
some  150  competitors,  ranging 
from  Mercury  Communications  to 
the  cable-tdephony  companies, 
which  are  taking  about  50,000 
residential  customers  a  month 
from  BT.  John  Butler,  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  director  of  regulatory  affairs, 
said:  “We  expect  prices  to  fall 
whatever  happens  because  of  the 
intensity  of  the  competition.” 

Mercury,  owned  80  per  cent  fay 
Cable  and  Wireless,  generally  sup¬ 
ported  BTs  view.  Mercury  has 
argued  that  many  of  BTs  competi¬ 
tors  have  had  trouble  gaining 
market  share  because  they  cannot 
afford  to  match  the  OfteHmposed 
price  arts  at  BT.  Peter  HoweD- 
Davies,  Mercuiy’s  chief  executive, 
said  that  he  does  not  believe  that 
“continuing  with  the  current, 
broadly  based  price  capping  sys¬ 
tem.  will  foster  effective  competi¬ 
tion.  Instead  it  will  involve  Oftel  in 
continued  market  management”. 

Mr  Cruickshank  said,  however, 
that  Oftel  eventually  wants  to  stop 
being  a  day-today  regulator  ana 
become  a  competition  watchdog. 

The  prerise  price  figure  wifi  be 
determined  in  consultation  with 
BT  and  will  depend  on  a  range  of 
complex  factors,  such  as  BTs  cost 
of  capital,  its  ability  to  make 
efficiency  gains,  the  expected 
growth  in  the  overall  telecoms 
market  and  estimates  of  BTs 
future  share  of  iL  Oftel  and  BT 
may  even  decide  to  shorten  the  new 
price  cap  to  two  years  and  exempt 
certain  services.  Oftd  said  h  wants 
to  determine  the  new  price  cap’s 
level  by  the  end  of  May. 

□  BT  also  announced  a  E10G 
million  upgrade  of  its  chargecard 
service,  involving  the  dispatch  of 
some  6  million  new  cards. 


Daxmy  Jennings,  head  of  BTs  card  services,  with  the  new  chargecards 


High  street  sales  reverse  fall 


By  Janet  Bush,  economics  correspondent 


on  late 
payment 

By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

TONY  BLAIR,  proclaim¬ 
ing  new  Labour  as  the 
“party  of  small  business”, 
said  yesterday  a  future 
Labour  government  will 
legislate  on  late  payment  of 
debt 

His  promise,  which 
came  as  Brussels  agreed  a 
new  package  of  measures 
to  help  small  firms  across 
Europe,  prompted  the  UK 
Government  to  announce 
it  is  to  consult  small  firms 
on  a  statutory  requirement 
on  companies  to  disclose 
their  performance  on  late 

payment. 

Mr  Blair'S  commitment 
to  small  firms,  unveiled  at 
an  Industry  Forum  in 
London  as  part  of  Labour's 
document  The  Growth 
Agenda*  is  a  key  part  of 
measures  aimed  at  helping 
small  companies. 

These  measures  would 
include  a  statutory  right  to 
interest  on  late  payment  a 
requirement  on  companies 
to  publish  their  payment 
practices,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  by  the  Government 
and  public  agencies  to  pay 
their  bills  within  30  days. 

Mr  Blair's  move  prompt¬ 
ed  the  Government  to 
bring  forward  its  own  an¬ 
nouncement  Ian  Lang, 
President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  said  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  wfll  now  consult 

on  the  idea  that  companies 

should  detail  in  theii  annu¬ 
al  reports  their  late  pay¬ 
ment  performance  and 
policies.  If  necessary,  the 
Government  would  then 
legislate  on  the  issue. 

Labour  hailed,  page  26 
Pennington,  page  27 


BRITISH  retail  sales  in¬ 
creased  by  0.6  per  cent  in 
February,  exactly  reversing 
the  fail  recorded  in  January, 
according  to  the  Central  Sta¬ 
tistical  Office. 

Figures  for  activity  on  the 
high  street  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  erratic  in  recent  months 
but  overall.  City  economists 
concluded  that  sales  are  on  a 
modest  upward  trend.  The 
annual  rate  of  increase  fell  to 
1.9  per  cent  from  22  per  cent  in 
January,  but  this  was  because 
of  a  particularly  strong  trad¬ 
ing  performance  in  February 
last  year. 

Simon  Briscoe,  of  Nflsko 
Europe,  said  sales  were  not  yet 
strong  enough  to  prevent 
another  base  rate  cut,  but  that 
the  Chancellor's  forecast  of  35 
per  cent  consumer  demand 
growth  this  year  looks  increas¬ 
ingly  plausible. 

The  modestly  improving 
consumer  picture  was  backed 
by  a  survey  yesterday  for  the 
European  Commission  which 
showed  that  consumer  confi¬ 


dence  edged  slightly  higher  in 
March.  There  was  also  news 
of  a  2  per  cent  rise  in  car 
production  in  February,  after 
a  3  per  cent  increase  in 
January.  In  die  past  three 
months,  car  output  was  55  per 
cent  higher  than  the  previous 
three,  a  bounce  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  reflect  output  for 
export,  rather  than  the  domes¬ 
tic,  market  However,  produc¬ 
tion  was  still  flat  on  a  year  ago. 


The  retail  sales  figures  ap¬ 
peared  to  give  mixed  messages 
on  the  outlook  for  prices, 
published  by  the  CSO  today. 
The  most  buoyant  areas 
appear  to  be  those  where  price 
rises  have  been  most  modest 
suggesting  that  consumers 
continue  to  be  highly  price 
sensitive.  But  there  was  some 
concern  yesterday  about  a  rise 
in  the  retail  sales  deflator, 
which  has  proved  a  good 


printer  to  retail  prices  trends. 
The  minutes  of  the  February  7 
monetary  meeting  showed  the 
Chancellor  and  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England  in  agree¬ 
ment  on  keeping  rates  un¬ 
changed.  The  next  month  they 
agreed  on  a  '< -point  cut.  The 
Governor  expressed  some 
worries  about  M4  money  sup¬ 
ply  and  wages.  The  Chancel¬ 
lor  appeared  to  be  fairly 
relaxed  about  both. 


Tentative  housing  recovery 


THE  tentative  nature  of  the 
housing  recovery  and  cut¬ 
throat  competition  for  new 
mortgage  business  was  under¬ 
lined  yesterday  when  building 
societies  reported  a  E157  mil¬ 
lion  monthly  fall  in  net  home 
loan  advances  to  £603  million 
(Robert  M  flier  writes}. 

However.  leading  UK  banks 
announced  mortgage  lending 
increased  in  Ftebruaiy  to  E63I 
million  (£578  million  in  Janu¬ 


ary).  The  Building  Societies 
Association,  which  also  an¬ 
nounced  a  £113  million  inflow 
of  savers'  funds  (E272  million 
outflow  in  January),  said  that 
capital  repayments  on  mort¬ 
gages  “persisted  at  higher 
than  normal  levels”  and  ex¬ 
plained  most  of  the  net  lend¬ 
ing  faff 

Pieter  Williams,  BSA  bead 
of  research,  said  there  bad 
probably  been  a  shift  in 


market  share  between  banks 
and  building  societies.  Indicar 
tors,  overall  suggested  a  mod¬ 
est  housing  recovery  is  under 
way. 

□  The  Bank  of  England  said 
February  M4  money  supply 
grew  0.4  per  cent  but  its 
annual  rate  of  growth  HI  to 
9.9  per  cent  from  103  per  cent 
in  January.  However,  the 
figures  appeared  to  draw  a 
stronger  trend  in  bank  loans. 


SE  fails  to  avert  inquiry  threat 


Kemp-Welch:  pressed 


EVIDENCE  given  by  the  Slock 
Exchange's  senior  executives  to 
the  Commons  Treasury  Select 
committee  yesterday  failed  to 
lift  the  threat  of  a  further 
investigation  by  the  OFT  into 
allegations  that  Exchange  poli¬ 
cy  is  dominated  by  a  handful  of 
the  largest  members  and  is 
therefore  anti-competitive. 

The  Stock  Exchange  delega¬ 
tion.  headed  by  John  Kemp- 
Welch,  chairman,  told  MPs  who 
are  investigating  the  future  of 
the  London  Stock  Exchange, 
that  at  a  board  meeting  later 
today  the  Exchange’s  directors 
would  be  urged  to  vote  in  favour 
of  scrapping  the  present  order 
driven  system  of  buying  and 
selling  shares.  It  would  be 


By  Robert  Miller 

replaced  by  an  electronic 
order  matching  service  to 
eliminate  the  spread  between 
buy  and  sell  prices. 

Sir  Toro  Arnold,  chairman 
of  the  committee  said  last 
night  “We  will  wait  to  see  the 
precise  details  of  what  the 
Stock  Exchange  proposes.  We 
have  already  received  a  writ¬ 
ten  submission  from  the  OFT 
and  in  the  light  of  what  the 
Exchange  announces  we  will 
ask  the  OFT  to  report  swiftly 
emits  views  of  the  new  system. 
Depending  on  what  the  OFT 
says  we  may  ask  the  director 
of  Fair  Trading  to  give  evi¬ 
dence  to  us  in  person.  There 
are  many  questions  still 
unanswered.” 


The  committee  pressed  Mr 
Kemp-Welch  repeatedly  on 
circumstances  surrounding 
the  January  sacking  of  Mich¬ 
ael  Lawrence,  the  Exchange’s 
former  chief  executive.  In  his 
evidence  to  MPs  last  month 
Mr  Lawrence  said  he  was 
certain  he  would  have  kept  his 
job  if  Mr  Kemp-Wdch  had 
backed  him.  Mr  Kemp-Welch 
said  yesterday  that  this  was  “a 
doubtful  proposition". 

The  Stock  Exchange  delega¬ 
tion  repeatedly  denied  Mr 
Lawrence's  allegations  that 
opposition  to  his  reforms  by 
BZW,  Merrill  Lynch  and  SBC 
Warburg  led  to  his  sacking. 

Pennington,  page  27 


Jury  begins 
deliberations 
in  trial  of 
Nadir  aide 


Business 
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By  Jon  Ashworth 


THE  JURY  in  the  trial  of 
Elizabeth  Forsyth  retired  to 
consider  its  verdict  yesterday, 
five  weeks  after  the  case 
opened  at  an  Old  Bailey 
annexe  in  central  London. 
Mrs  Forsyth,  59.  of  Great 
Dunmow,  Essex,  denies  han¬ 
dling  nearly  E400.000  in  funds 
during  a  visit  to  Switzerland  in 
October  1969. 

The  money  was  allegedly 
stolen  from  Folly  Peck  Inter¬ 
national  (PPJ)  by  Asil  Nadir, 
who  employed  Mrs  Forsyth  to 
advise  on  private  interests 
ranging  from  racehorses  to 
newspapers.  The  jury  of  seven 
women  and  five  men  must 
first  decide  whether  Mr  Nadir 
stole  the  money.  If  he  did,  it 
must  then  deride  whether  Mrs 
Forsyth  knew  she  was  han¬ 
dling  stolen  goods. 

Mr  Justice  Tucker,  conclud¬ 
ing  his  summing  up.  told  the 
jury  they  had  to  consider  a 
series  of  questions  about  a 
transaction  which  had  seen 
£400.000  pass  from  London  to 
Geneva,  be  tinned  into  cash, 
and  return,  in  part,  in  a 
briefcase.  Why,  in  the  words  of 
the  prosecution,  had  this  “con¬ 
voluted,  six-stage,  highly  ex¬ 
pensive”  route  been  selected  to 
pay  two  bills  in  the  UK?  The 
judge  told  the  jury:  “You  may 
think  that  highly  relevant" 

What,  the  judge  continued, 
tfid  Mrs  .Fprsyth,  think  was 
going  on  when  she  was  asked 
to  collect  a  sum  of  money  from 
SG  Warburg  Soditic  in 
Geneva?  Was  it  correct  that 
she  had  failed  to  spot  the  name 
PPl  on  a  receipt  for  the  money, 
and  if  she  did  see  it,  why  did 
she  make  no  inquiries  about 
it?  Was  this  a  “Middle  East¬ 
ern"  way  of  doing  business,  or 
was  ft  simply  dishonest? 

Earlier,  the  judge  reminded 
the  jury  of  a  series  of  police 
interviews  in  which  Mrs  For¬ 
syth  was  challenged  about  her 


actions.  She  said  she  had  been 
asked  to  withdraw  the  money 
by  Jason  Davies,  a  former 
stockbroker  working  for  Mr 
Nadir  in  Switzerland,  and  had 
no  reason  to  suspect  it  might 
be  stolen.  She  had  been  given 
a  very  good  reason  for  the 
transaction  at  the  time,  but 
could  not  recall  what  it  was. 

Mrs  Forsyth  met  the  “work¬ 
aholic”  Mr  Nadir  when  advis¬ 
ing  “very  rich  people”  at 
Citibank,  and  was  recruited  to 
help  to  sort  out  his  tax  affairs. 

In  October  1969.  she  was 
ordered  to  Geneva  to  “hold  the 
hand”  of  bankers  who  might 
consider  selling  PPl  shares 
held  as  collateral  against  per¬ 
sona]  loans.  While  there,  she 
received  a  call  from  Mr  Da¬ 
vies.  who  told  her  arrange¬ 
ments  had  been  made  for  her 
to  “pick  up  some  cash”.  He 
told  her  it  was  an  urgent 
payment  that  had  to  go  to 
Midland  Bank  in  London. 

The  next  day  £310.000  was 
paid  into  an  account  at 
Handlesfinanzbank,  and  the 
balance,  less  £3,000  commis¬ 
sion,  was  forwarded  to 
London.  Mrs  Forsyth  flew 
back  to  London  with  £88,050 
in  a  briefcase,  which  she 
handed  to  Mr  Nadir's  chauf¬ 
feur  at  the  airport 

Entries  in  ledgers  in  north¬ 
ern  Cyprus  suggested  the  sum 
of  E400.Q00  had  been  credited 
to  the  accounts  of  Unlpac.  a 
PPl  subsidiary.  The  judge 
reminded  the  jury  that  origi¬ 
nals  of  the  documents  had  not 
been  produced,  and  there  was 
no  one  to  testify  that  foe 
money  had  been  deposited 
locally  in  Turkish  lira,  as 
d aimed.  Expert  witnesses  had 
inspected  the  documents  and 
found  no  evidence  of  forgery. 

The  jury  was  allowed  home 
for  the  night  after  retiring  for 
2\  hours,  and  resumes  its 
deliberations  this  morning. 
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Flotation 

Harrisons  &  Crosfield.  the 
chemicals,  timber  and  foods 
company,  accompanied  a  20 
per  cent  fall  in  full-year  profits 
with  plans  to  raise  £30  million 
by  floating  off  its  remaining 
plantation  interests  on  the 
Sydney  Stock  Exchange. 

Page  27,  Tempos  28 

Uncertain 

Bernard  Matthews,  the 
poultry  and  meat  processing 
group,  sees  an  uncertain 
outlook  in  the  first  half  of  1996 
after  raising  prices  for  the 
first  time  in  years  to  counter 
the  impact  of  sharply  higher 
raw  material  costs. 

Page  30 


Who  goes  this 
far  to  give  you 
international 
credit  insurance? 


Only  Coface  has  a  network  of  insurers 
in  countries  covering  70%  of  world  trade. 
No  one  else  goes  to  such  lengths 
for  their  clients. 


Coface  LBF 


Don't  sign  until  we’ve  quoted. 
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Britannic 
to  cover 
critical 
illness 

By  Marianne  Curphey 

BRITANNIC  Assurance, 
which  stepped  selling  mo¬ 
tor  policies  in  January 
because  of  crippling  com¬ 
petition  from  direct  writ¬ 
ers.  is  to  launch  its  fust 
critical  illness  product. 

Brian  Shaw,  general 
manager  and  actuary,  said 
the  policies  would  be  mar¬ 
keted  to  new  customers 
and  to  the  940,000  house¬ 
holds  countrywide  already 
on  its  books,  and  would  be 
aimed  at  the  “upper  end" 
of  its  client  list  Other 
insurers  are  looking  at 
healthcare  and  3  loess 
products  amid  falling  life 
and  pensions  sales. 

Britannic  sells  insur¬ 
ance  door-to-door  and 
does  not  have  a  direct 
telephone  operation,  al¬ 
though  after  a  review  of 
operations  the  company  is 
to  increase  its  investment 
in  new  technology  and  has 
not  ruled  out  job  cuts. 

The  shares  fell  3p  to779p 
yesterday  after  the  com¬ 
pany  was  unable  to  indi¬ 
cate  whether  the 
Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry  will  allow  it  to 
reallocate  orphan  assets  to 
shareholders-  Analysts  es¬ 
timate  these  assets  range 
between  £70 0  million  and 
£1.4  billion. 

Unveiling  operating 
profit  before  tax  of  £50.6 
million  for  the  year  to  1995. 
up  7.1  per  cent  on  the  1994 
restated  figure  of  £47.3 
million.  Mr  Shaw  said 
that  new  life  and  pensions 
business  written  in  1995 
was  lower  than  in  the 
previous  year. 

However,  there  was  an 
improving  trend  in  the  , 
second  half  of  1995,  which 
continued  into  1996.  Total 
life  and  pensions  premi¬ 
ums  for  the  year  fell  by  4.6 
per  cent  to  £361.5  million. 

Britannic,  which  had 
26.000  motor  policies 
when  it  decided  to  stop 
writing  new  business,  will 
continue  to  cover  policy¬ 
holders  until  renewal 
Earnings  per  share  rose 
to  25.17p  (1994:  1034p)  and 
the  proposed  final  dividend 
is  I0.8p  per  share  net  giving 
a  total  for  the  year  of  15.4p,  a 
rise  of  10  per  cent. 


Dennis  Webb,  right,  with  Andrew  Calvert  Beazer  financial  director,  is  cautiously  optimistic  despite  a  fall  in  profits 


Beazer  looks 
to  upturn  in 
second  half 

BEAZER  HOMES  yesterday 
predicted  an  improvement  in 
its  fortunes  in  the  second  half 
of  the  year  after  unveiling 
half-year  profits  down  by 
nearly  a  quarter  at  £185 
million  (Alasdair  Murray 
writes). 

Shares  in  the  company  rose 
2p  to  175p,  although  Beazer 
gave  warning  that  the  recov¬ 
ery  would  be  insufficient  to 
restore  full-year  profits  to  the 
levels  of  last  year. 

Dennis  Webb,  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  said:  “With  the 
favourable  mortgage  market 
and  dedining  unemployment 
we  believe  that  a  cautious 
upturn  in  the  market  will 
continue. 

“Our  policy  of  defending 
margjos  last  year  was  success¬ 
ful  and  we  are  in  a  strong 
position  to  benefit  from  the 
revival." 

Turnover  fell  23  per  cent  to 
£158  million.  The  interim  net 
dividend  of  2p  (l.95p)  is  pay¬ 
able  on  April  29. 


Blair  hails  Labour  as  the 
party  for  small  business 


By  Philip  Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

LABOUR  yesterday  declared 
itself  to  be  the  "parly-  for  small 
business"  as  it  set  out  a  new 
package  of  proposals  aimed  at 
giving  assistance  to  small  firms 
by  a  Labour  government. 

In  addition  to  the  declaration 
by  Tony  Blair,  the  Labour  lead¬ 
er.  of  his  party's  intention  to 
legislate  on  late  payment  of 
debt,  senior  Labour  figures  set 
out  a  series  of  measures  aimed 
at  the  small  business  sector. 

Andrew  Smith,  the  Shadow 


Treasury  Chief  Secretary,  said 
Labour's  commitment  to 
working  with  small  firms  now 
marked  out  "new  Labour  as 
the  party  of  small  business 
He  told  a  conference  on  small 
business:  "Small  firms  will 
benefit  especially  from 
Labour's  determination  to  se¬ 
cure  sustainable  expansion 
with  a  medium-term  growth 
strategy,  aimed  at  raising  the 
mend  rate  of  growth  with  low 
inflation." 

At  a  conference  organised 
by  the  Industry  Forum,  the 
body  set  up  by  Labour  to 


provide  links  between  Labour 
and  business.  Mr  Smith  said 
Labour  would  act  to  dose  the 
investment  gap,  modernising 
and  simplifying  the  tax  sys¬ 
tem,  tackling  tax  abuse  and 
taking  steps  to  encourage 
long-term  investment  and  its 
availability  to  small  business. 
The  Forum  published  yester¬ 
day  a  policy  document  that 
sets  out  Labour's  proposals  on 
small  business. 

.  He  said  that  every  economic 
and  fiscal  proposal  brought 
forward  by  Labour  “will  be  ex¬ 
amined  for  what  it  can  do  to 


nurture  small  business 
success". 

Labour  unveiled  a  pilot  site 
on  foe  Internet,  called  foe 
Enterprise  Zone,  aimed  at 
providing  easy  access  for 
small  business  to  a  Tange  of 
information  —  an  idea  men¬ 
tioned  by  ministers  last  week 
at  their  own  small  business 
conference  as  an  objective. 

Clear  interest  in  Labour's 
plans  for  small  business  was 
indicated  by  the  wealth  of 
businesses,  industry  organ¬ 
isations  and  others  speaking 
at  yesterday’s  conference. 


Brussels  plan  to  boost  small  firms 


BRUSSELS  announced  a  new 
programme  of  help  for  small 
businesses  across  Europe  yes¬ 
terday  in  a  renewed  attempt  to 
promote  economic  and  em¬ 
ployment  growth  (Philip 
Bassett  writes). 

European  Commissioners 
meeting  in  Brussels  agreed  a 
new.  four-year.  180  million 
Ecu  package  of  measures. 


aimed  at  improving  the  com¬ 
petitiveness  and  impact  of 
small  firms.  The  package, 
called  the  third  multi-annual 
programme  for  SMEs,  reflects 
a  greater  realisation  in  Brus¬ 
sels  of  the  importance  of  the 
small  firms  sector,  and  is  part 
of  the  European  Confidence 
Pact  on  Employment  being 
proposed  by  Jacques  Santer, 


President  of  the  Commission, 
to  promote  job  growth. 

Christos  Papoutsis,  the  Ell 
commissioner  who  has  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  enterprise  pol¬ 
icy.  said  yesterday  that  foe 
SME  sector  accounted  for  99 
per  cent  of  all  European  firms, 
covering  two  thirds  of  total 
employment  and  65  per  cent  of 
all  £U  business  turnover. 
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The  new  programme,  which 
will  now  go  before  the  Ell's 
council  of  industry  ministers, 
focuses  on  encouraging  an 
economic  environment 
favourable  to  small  firms, 
improving  small  firms’  com¬ 
petitiveness  in  the  single  mar¬ 
ket,  and  improving  consulta¬ 
tion  and  policy  development 
with  small  firms. 


Mixed  jobs 
fortune  for 
Scotland 

MIXED  fortunes  are  in  pros¬ 
pect  for  the  jobless  in  Scotland, 
says  the  Scottish  Economic 
Bulletin,  published  by  The 
Scottish  Office. 

Although  the  jobless  total 
will  continue  to  fall,  it  is 
expected  that  Scotland  will 
suffer  a  higher  average  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  than  that  of  UK 
as  a  whole. 

But  Scottish  exports  will 
remain  healthy  and  growth 
will  outstrip  that  of  the  UK  as 
a  whole  next  year.  The  bulle¬ 
tin,  an  official  review  of  foe 
Scottish  economy,  states  that 
last  October,  one-third  of  all 
claimants  unemployed  north 
of  the  border  were  out  of  work 
for  over  a  year. 

A  further  third  had  been  out 
of  work  from  three  to  12 
months  and  the  final  third  for 
less  than  three  months.  Of  all 
the  regions  in  foe  UK,  Scot-  ; 
land  has  the  third  lowest 
incidence  of  long  term  unem¬ 
ployment  (over  two  years). 
Only  East  Anglia  and  the 
South  West  were  lower. 

The  bulletin  says  that  Scot¬ 
tish  manufactured  exports 
grew  more  than  twice  as 
quickly  as  those  of  the  UK  as 
a  whole  in  1994.  Further 
growth  was  estimated  last 
year  taking  their  value  to 
over  EI6  billion. 


Stan  Mendham.  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Forum  of  Private 
Business,  said  that  the  confer¬ 
ence  showed  clearly  that  Lab¬ 
our  had  “come  a  long  way"  in 
its  relationship  with  business 
and  small  firms  in  particular. 
He  said  that  if  Labour  wanted 
to  be  the  party  of  small 
business,  “they  will  have  to 
measure  accurately  what  we 
need,  and  then  they  will  have 
to  meet  those  needs.  If  they 
don't,  the  economy  will  not 
grow." 

Ron  Taylor,  director-gener¬ 
al  of  the  British  Chambers  of 
Commerce,  urged  Labour  to 
build  on  present  policy:  “We 
are  looking  for  stability  and 
consistency  in  government 
policy-making  so  we  can  plan 
forward  with  confidence." 

Stephen  Alambritis.  from 
foe  Federation  of  Small  Busi¬ 
ness,  said  that  large  firms 
were  still  cutting  jobs,  whereas 
small  firms  could  repear  their 
23  million  job  growth  over  the 
past  20  years.  Mr  Blair  will 
address  foe  federation’s  annu¬ 
al  conference  next  week. 


Lloyd’s  rescue  needs 
‘£4.8bn  to  succeed’ 

A  GROUP  indirectly  representing  20,000  members  in.  Uoyd’s 
of  London  said  the  troubled  insurance  market's  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  and  Renewal  plan  needs  more  financing.  Alan  Pbrter. 
deputy  chairman  of  foe  Lloyd’s  Names  Association  Working 
Party,  said  its  view  was  that  half  of  the  losses  of  £11  biilion-£l2 
billion  in  the  market  have  resulted  from  negligence,  fraud 
and  regulatory  failure.  Mr  Pbrter,  speaking  at  a  conference 
organised  by  the  Association  of  Lloyd's  Names,  said  the 
rescue  plan  needed  £4.8  billion  to  succeed,  rather  than  the 
EZ8  billion  now  being  offered. 

Mr  Porter  said  the  scheme's  litigation  pool  of  £800  million  is 
too  small  to  settle  all  the  lawsuits  from  different  groups  of 
names  and  provides  an  inadequate  return  for  those  who  have 
already  obtained  court  judgments.  At  least  £1  billion,  and 
preferably  £12  billion,  is  needed  to  create  an  offer  worth  serious 
consideration.  Mr  Porter  believes  names  should  not  be  asked  to 
come  up  with  more  money  than  they  already  have  in  Lloyd's. 

Swedes  size-up  Fokker 

SAAB  and  FFV  Aerotech.  the  Swedish  aircraft  and  defence 
firms  each  said  yesterday  that  they  are  considering  buying 
parts  of  Fbkker,  foe  faded  Dutch  aircraft  maker  Anders 
AnnerfaJk.  a  Saab  Aircraft  spokesman,  said:  “We  have 
visited  Fokker  and  made  an  unbiased  study  to  see  if  there  are 
operations  that  we  would  be  interested  in  acquiring  or  if  there 
are  possibilities  for  cooperation."  FFV  Aerotech.  a  subsidiary 
of  Celsius  AB.  may  be  interested  in  Fokker's  Product  Support 
activities,  the  company  said.  But  neither  company  has  begun 
formal  negotiations  or  made  formal  proposals. 

Centre  jobs  hope 

A  PROJECT  to  spend  E31  million  on  conference  facilities  could 
create  up  to  1,000  new  jobs  in  Scotland.  New  facilities  at  Glas¬ 
gow's  Scottish  Exhibition  and  Conference  Centre  will  cater  for 
up  to  3,000  delegates.  Michael  Forsyth.  Scottish  Secretary  of 
State,  said  they  will  place  Scotland  at  the  heart  of  the 
international  conference  circuit.  “With  facilities  for  up  to  3,000 
delegates,  it  will  offer  a  unique  opportunity  for  Scotland  to 
improve  substantially  its  share  of  the  international  conference 
market.”  The  new  centre  will  have  two  auditoriums,  a  business 
centre,  committee  rooms,  stages  and  accommodation. 

Digital  warning 

DIGITAL  EQlffPMENT  is  the  latest  victim  of  sluggish  sales 
of  personal  computers,  warning  investors  that  it  expects  its 
current  quarterly  earnings  to  fall  well  below  Wall  Street 
expectations.  The  company  said  it  expected  revenues  from 
sales  of  personal  computers  in  its  third  quarter  to  be  lower 
than  expected  and  its  earnings  are  likely  to  be  below  the 
current  range  of  analysts’  estimates  for  foe  quarter.  Digital 
said,  however,  that  the  results  are  expected  to  reflect 
continued  profit  improvement  year-over-year. 

Telspec  advances 

TELSPEC,  foe  electronic  equipment  company,  lifted  pre-tax 
profits  by  33  per  cent  to  £8.72  million  in  the  year  to  December  31, 
in  spite  of  incurug  a  number  of  unforseen  problems  which 
wiped  £15  million  off  foil-year  profits.  The  company  said  dun 
the  cost  of  integrating  its  newly  acquired  Scottish  plant  with  an 
existing  factory  in  Rochester  proved  to  be  greater  than  expected. 
Turnover  advanced  62  per  cent  to  E58.S  million.  A  final  dividend 
of  3.6p  (24p),  payable  on  May  20,  gives  5.4p  (3.7pJ  for  the  year, 
from  earnings  ahead  24  per  cent  to  17.9p  (I4.4p)  a  share.  j 
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Valentine’s 
celebration 
for  Clinton 

By  Sarah  Ragnaix 

DON  LEWIN,  chairman  of 
Clinton  Cards,  said  the  greet¬ 
ings  card  retailer  bad  had  its 
best  ever  Valentine's  Day  and 
Mother’s  Day. 

The  occasions  are  foe  two 
most  important  in  the  retailer’s 
calendar,  after  Christmas. 
“Sales  were  particularly  good. 
They  were  the  best  we  have 
had,"  said  Mr  Lewin. 

He  made  his  remarks  as  be 
revealed  a  23  per  cent  leap  in 
pre-tax  profit  from  £2.6  million 
to  £32  million  on  sales  ahead 
30  per  cent  at  £1095  million  in 
foe  year  to  January  28.  Like- 
for-like  sales  rose  4.7  per  cent, 
excluding  the  Hall  of  Cards 
stores  acquired  in  1994. 

During  foe  year  foe  com¬ 
pany  acquired  112  stores  from 
Carlton  Cards,  helping  to  lift 
the  total  numberof  shops  from 
362to486. 

Mr  Lewin  said  the  acquired 
stores  contributed  to  profits, 
but  margins  suffered  because 
of  the  discounting  of  acquired 
lines  of  stock  that  the  group 
does  not  want  to  trade. 

The  final  dividend  of  335p 
makes  a  total  for  the  year  of 
5. Ip,  up  83  per  cent  Due  on 
May  28.  it  is  being  paid  out  of 
earnings  per  share  of  IQjBp, 
up  175  per  cent. 


FEDERAL  mediators  are  on  standby  to  help  General  Motors 
and  union  negotiators  who  have  been  unable  to  end  a  two- 
week-old  strike  font  has  left  175,000  workers  idle.  The  strike 
began  on  March  5  at  two  plants  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  about 
3,000  employees  of  Delphi  Chassis,  a  GM  supplier  of  brake 
parts.  The  dispute  was  started  by  union  fears  that  GM  would 
start  to  provide  more  brake  production  business  to  outside 
companies.  The  stoppage  has  now  shut  down  26  of  GM’s  29 
North  American  vehicle  assembly  plants. 

SiR  plans  to  join  AIM 

SYSTEMS  INTEGRATED  RESEARCH  (SiR).  which  de¬ 
signs,  produces  and  supplies  multi-media  educational 
software,  plans  to  join  the  Alternative  Investment  Market 
next  week.  A  placing  by  Durlacher  of  up  to  3.7  million  shares, 
at  115p  each,  is  expected  to  raise  about  £3  million  for  foe 
company,  capitalising  it  at  about  £15.4  million.  SiR  expects  to 
make  a  small  profit  in  foe  current  year  to  May  and  hopes  to 
make  a  pre-tax  profit  of  about  £500,000  in  the  following  year 
to  May  1997,  on  turnover  of  £35  million. 

OGC  achieves  10%  rise 

OGC  INTERNATIONAL,  the  oil  and  gas  industry  construction 
company,  achieved  a  10  per  cent  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  £143 
million  last  year  despite  a  14  per  cent  decline  in  turnover  to 
£232.9  million.  Earnings  increased  to  I4.79p  a  share  from  J355p 
and  the  total  dividend  rises  to  63p  a  share  from  5.75p,  with  a 
43p  final.  The  Aberdeen  group  completed  a  redevelopment  of 
Shell’s  Brent  B  platform  and  BHP"s  Point  of  Ayr  gas  processing 
terminal  in  North  Wales  in  1995.  Richard  Wilson,  chairman, 
said  foe  group  expected  to  see  further  progress  this  year. 

Jupiter  bonuses  study 

INVESTIGATORS  from  Imxo,  the  watchdog  for  fund 
managers,  were  yesterday  still  studying  allegations  that 
Jupiter  Tyndall,  the  fund  management  group  bought  by 
the  German  Commerzbank  last  year  for  £169  million, 
had  breached  City  rules  relating  to  staff  bonus  payments 
and  the  handling  of  client  assets.  Jupiter  Tyndall,  which 
has  £4  billion  under  management  in  a  mixture  erf  unit 
and  investment  trusts  as  well  as  pension  funds,  denies 
any  wrong  doing. 


Store  considers  response  to  takeover  bid 

Panther  pounces  on  Elys 
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ONE  of  the  sleepier  comers  of 
the  Stock  Exchange  was  rude¬ 
ly  awakened  by  a  takeover  bid 
yesterday. 

Elys  (Wimbledon),  the  de¬ 
partment  store,  wus  last  night 
considering  its  response  to  a 
near-E7  million  bid  by  Panther 
Securities,  the  investment  ve¬ 
hicle  of  Andrew  Perloff,  the 
entrepreneur. 

Elys  has  remained  largely 
unchanged  as  a  one-store 
business  for  a  generation, 
despite  operating  two  Beds  for 
Less  discount  stores  in  Surrey. 

Shareholders  have  seen 
their  shares  significantly 
underperform  the  stodc  mar¬ 
ket  for  as  long  as  anyone  cares 


By  Martin  Barrow 

to  remember.  Panther  Securi¬ 
ties  emerged  as  a  potential 
predator  when  it  acquired  a 
29.9  per  cent  interest  formerly 
held  by  Boots  the  Chemist  in 
May.  It  proposes  to  appoint  to 
foe  Elys  board  Manny 
Silverman,  foe  former  appren¬ 
tice  tailor  who  rose  to  become 
chief  executive  of  Moss  Bros 
Group  for  seven  years  until 
1987. 

The  structure  of  the  Panther 
offer  is  highly  unusual  and 
required  the  approval  of  the 
Takeover  Panel -before  being 
submitted  to  shareholders. 

There  is  a  two-tier  cash 
offer,  consisting  of  750p  a 
share  in  cash  for  up  to  one  out 


of  every  three  Elys  shares,  and 
of  485p  in  cash  for  ail  or  any 
part  of  the  balance  of  Elys 
shares  held.  Elys'  rarely-trad- 
ed  shares  were  unchanged  at 
550p  yesterday.  Panther  hopes 
to  retain  Elys'  stock  market 
listing. 

Elys  directors  refused  to 
comment  on  foe  offer  last 
night.  Their  record  was 
strongly  attacked  by  Ifanther, 
which  claims  dividends  have 
barely  risen  since  1991  and 
have  fallen  in  real  terms, 
while  sales  per  sq  ft  are  below 
those  of  other  department 
stores.  Elys  profits,  which 
were  £1.11  million  before  tax  in 
1991,  were  £409,000  last  year. 
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□  THE  end  is  nigh  for  the  BT  we 
know  and  thanks  to  the 

advemsements  -  low.  iw 
Cruickshank^  the  telecommuni- 
c??.ons  IJ^P,ator’  has  virtually 
obliged  BT  to  buy  Cable  and 

JP™Sgf  SpLt  ™f-  British 

Gas-style,  into  a  network  com¬ 
pany  and  a  services  company  It 
cannot  continue  unchanged  and 
malting  B  billion  a  year  because 
Mr  Cruickshank  has  made  ii 
clear  that  it  will  get  few  breaks 
on  the  regulatory  front  before  the 
next  century. 

Sooner  or  later.  BT  should 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is 
the  quarry  of  a  single-minded 
hunter  with  time  ro  spare.  To 
sunave.  and  to  serve  its 
shareholders  conscientiously,  it 
must  reduce  the  importance  of  its 
network  or  get  rid  of  it  entirely. 

BTs  sin  is  that  it  stfli  dominates 
every  sector  of  the  telecoms  mar¬ 
ket  a  dozen  years  after  it  theoreti¬ 
cally  lost  its  monopoly.  As  a  result. 
Mr  Cruickshank  has  proposed  an 
extension  of  the  price  cap.  This 
ensures  currently  that  prices  to 
customers  fall  bv  7h  per  cent  a 
year  in  real  terms.  This  win  be 
renewed  in  mid-1997  at  a  figure 
somewhere  between  RPI-5  per 
cent  to  RP1-9  per  cent  No  change, 
m  other  words,  though  a  few 
services  and  market  segments 
may  qualify  for  an  exemption  cm 
the  basis  that  enough  competition 
has  developed  in  those  areas  to 
ensure  that  prices  win  not  rise. 


□^Regulator  rings  changes  at  telecoms  giant  □  Small  business  is  a  big  issue  □  The  acceptable  face  of  accounting 

?h  for  the  BT  we  _ _  _ 


Wrong  number  for  BT 


Mr  Cruickshank's  latest  pro¬ 
posals  make  him  look  a  con¬ 
sumer  champion.  Under  his 
predecessors,  prices  have  al¬ 
ready  come  down  in  real  terms 
yrar  after  year,  shaving  billions 
off  phone  bills.  But  he  could  now 
be  driving  down  BTs  return  on 
capita]  to  the  point  where  it  could 
hurt  the  company  and  will 
prevent  any  real  competition. 

A  glance  at  the  mare  price 
indicates  ail  too  clearly  that  the 
market  suspects  he  is  bout  on 
doing  so.  Since  privatisation.  BT 
shares  have  underperformed  the 
FT-SE  100  index  by  about  35 
cent.  Virtually  no  City  anal, 
has  listed  the  stock  as  a  “buy  “  L. 
the  past  two  years,  and  investors’ 
opinions  are  unlikely  to  change 
now.  Not  a  good  return  for  Sid. 
What  he  gains  on  his  phone  hails 
he  has  lost  on  his  shares. 

BT  will  be  hard  pressed  to 
finance  these  continued  price 
cuts.  With  its  redundancy  pro¬ 
gramme  largely  completed,  it  is 
hard  to  see  where  efficiency 
savings  on  this  scale  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  flow  from. 

BT  has  little  room  to  negotiate 
with  the  regulator.  Unless  it 
wants  to  trigger  a  monopolies 


inquiry,  a  la  British  Gas.  it  will 
have  to  accept  a  new  price  cap 
that,  in  all  probability,  will  last 
until  2001.  To  reduce  its  expo¬ 
sure  to  regulated  returns,  it  will 
have  to  expand  its  foreign  pres¬ 
ence:  Doing  so  through  the 
of  C&W  has  now 
even  more  compelling. 
Or  JBT  can  give  up  and  liberate 
itself  from  the  domestic  network. 

Mr  Cruickshank  seems  deter¬ 
mined  to  govern  BTs  network  as 
though  it  were  sane  social 
service  rather  than  a  fast- 
changing  integrated  business.  It 
seems  BT  might  as  well  ait  it 
adrift  and  divert  its  cash  flow 
elsewhere  while  it  still  can. 

Early  late 
announcement 

□  NOT  since  the  Chancellor 
made  his  ill-fated  early  morn¬ 
ing  announcement  about  share 
options  on  the  day  the 
Greenbury  report  was  pub¬ 
lished  has  die  Government 
made  a  move  as  early  in  the  day 
as  lan  Lang's  7am  announce¬ 
ment  on  consulting  on  late 
payment 
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commitment  has  been  Labour 
Party  policy  for  some  years. 

The  Government’s  early 
morning  move  is,  if  anything, 
even  more  questionable.  Last 

_ _ i.  r— si.:. _ i _ _ 


It  is  a  measure  of  die  political 
heal  dial  this  issue,  and  die 
question  of  small  business  in 
general,  is  now  producing  that 
the  President  of  die  Board  of 
Trade  felt  impelled  to  do  so.  Just 
as  Kenneth  Clarke’s  move, 
which  he  subsequently  had  to 
withdraw,  was  a  pre-emptive 
panic  about  boardroom  pay,  so 
Mr  Lang’s  dawn  declaration  was 
intended  to  upstage  Labour  lead¬ 
er  Tony  Blair’s  pledge  on  late 
payment,  planned  for  a  few 
hairs  later. 

Unfortunately  for  small  busi¬ 
ness.  both  moves  were  largely 
bogus.  Although  Mr  Blur's 
statement  is  die  first  time  that  be 
as  party  leader  has  given  his 
personal  endorsement  to  legisla¬ 
tion  on  late  payment,  such  a 


panics  to  disclose  their  payment 
practices,  as  well  as  their  pay¬ 
ment  policy.  This  they  are 
already  legally  required  to  do. 
Birarrety,  Mr  Lang  and  other 
ministers  blithely  went  on  to 
explain  that  the  issue  was  very 
complicated,  and  needed  consid¬ 
ering.  Now  it  will  be  legal 
regulations  by  die  autumn — bit 
again,  only  if  appropriate. 

What  is  significant,  though,  is 
die  sharply  different  responses  to 
Mr  Blair's  proposal  man  the 
CBI  and  the  small  business 
bodies. 

Small  businesses  also  differ  on 
the  value  of  statutory  rights  on 
late  payment,  with  some  arguing 
the  practical  reality  of  dealing 
with  larger  companies  is  rather 
different  to  the  theory  of  leg¬ 
islative  provision. 

What  is  clear  is  that  without  a 
strong  and  growing  small  busi¬ 
ness  sector,  there  will  be  little 
economic  and  employment 


growth,  cm  which  electoral  pros¬ 
pects  rest  Despite  the  pitfalls, 
small  business  support  is  still  a 
political  prim  worm  pursuing. 

Take  care  who 
you  associate  with 

□  THE  Accounting  Standards 
Board  cannot  be  accused  of 
being  inflexible  in  its  latest 
exposure  draft  Earlier  proposals 
to  damp  down  on  abuse  of 
accounting  for  associate  com¬ 
panies  and  joint  ventures  have 
been  eased  after  hurt  responses. 
Sir  David  TWeedie’S  reappoint¬ 
ment  to  another  term  as  chair¬ 
man  has,  it  seems,  made  him 
more  relaxed,  not  magisterial. 

Mast  of  the  changes  address 
practical  pants,  rather  than 
mere  general  moans.  Hence, 
joint  ventures  are  defined  sepa¬ 
rately,  rather  than  being  lumped 
in  with  associates.  This  will 
accommodate  strange  Euro  and 
other  semi-corporate  cream  res 
such  as  Airbus  that  essentially 
act  as  umbrellas  under  which 
individual  companies  ply  their 
own  trades  co-operatively.  But 
the  draft  rules,  if  turned  into  a 


organise 

mg  treatment  of  joint  ventures 
systematically  for  the  first  time. 

By  laying  down  less  mechani¬ 
cal  rules,  embarrassments  of 
venture  capitalists  will  be  eased 
while  the  “associate  of  conve¬ 
nience*  Should  become  a  rarity. 
For  instance,  a  company  could 
no  longer  equity  account  an 
arms-length  stake  in  another, 
such  as  the  relic  of  a  failed  hostile 
bid.  Percontnu  associates’  losses 
could  not  be  ring-fenced  simply 
by  writing  them  off. 

If  these  gains  sound  modest,  it 
is  because  many  of  the  worst 
abuses  have  already  been 
stopped.  Even  the  intractable 
issues  of  goodwill  and  intangible 
assets  have  been  defused.  De¬ 
spite  a  new  farrago  over  prin¬ 
ciples,  in  practice  peace  is 
returning  and  accounting 
becoming  respectable  again. 

Praise  be  damned 

□  THE  ghost  of  Michael  Law¬ 
rence  haunted  the  Treasury  Select 
Committee  last  night  as  his  chair¬ 
man  at  the  Stock  Exchange  and 
market  makers  damned  him  with 
the  faint  praise  that  the  City  is  so 
good  at.  The  former  Exchange 
chief  was  “liked  as  a  man”,  “a 
flawed  genius"  and  “a  reformer". 
They  were  also  smart  enough  to 
gag  Lawrence  with  his  pay-off  the 
night  before,  or  we  might  nave  had 
heard  more  robust  phrases. 


Harrisons  &  Crosfield 
to  raise  £30m  in  float 


By  alasdair  Murray 


HARRISONS  &  Crosfield.  the 
chemicals,  timber  and  foods 
company,  said  yesterday  that 
it  was  aiming  to  raise  £30 
million  by  floating  off  its 
remaining  plantation  interests 
on  the  Sydney  Stock  Ex¬ 
change. 

Harrisons  jointly  owns  the 
New  Britain  Palm  Oil  planta¬ 
tion  with  the  Papua  New 
Guinea  Government.  Last 
year  the  company’s  54  per  cent 
stake  in  the  plantation  yielded 
record  profits  of  E26.7  million 
as  the  price  of  palm  oil 
touched  an  all-time  high. 

The  announcement  came  as 
Harrisons  revealed  a  20  per 
ycent  increase  in  full-year  oper¬ 
ating  profits. to . EJ30  million 
before  exceptional  Kerns.  But 
pre-tax  profits  at  £120  million 
were  wefl  below  last  year's 


level  of  E237  million,  which 
included  about  £140  million  in 
profits  from  disposals. 

Bill  Turcan.  chief  executive, 
said  that  the  company  expect¬ 
ed  a  slow  start  from  the  timber 
and  chemicals  division,  while 
profits  from  the  plantation 
division  would  return  to  more 
normal  levels  as  the  prices  felL 

Mr  Turcan  added  that  the 
company  expected  to  spend  up 
to  £300  million  on  acquisitions 
this  year,  concentrating  on 
purchases  to  fit  in  with  the 
pigment  and  timber  and 
building  businesses.  Mr 
Turcan  said  the  company  was 
ungeared  and  that  it  was 
confident  of  raising  funds  for 
die  acquisitions  fay  increasing 
debt,  although  it  was  not 
intending  to  make  any  hasty 
derisions.  '  * 


Profits  in  the  timber  and 
building  division  fell  by  34  per 
cent  to  £21.6  million  and  die 
company  was  forced  to  make  a 
£5.4  million  charge  to  cover 
restructuring  and  die  closure 
of  14  sites  with  die  loss  of 
around  500 jobs. 

Harrisons  said  die  action 
taken  should  yield  cost  sav¬ 
ings  of  about  £7  million  this 
year,  but  die  company  re¬ 
mained  cautious  over  pros¬ 
pects  tor  the  dfvisiqn,  wanting 
that  it  was  yet  to  see  a  major 
recovery  in  demand. 

A  strong  performance  from 
the  chrome  business  helped 
the  chemicals  and  industrial 
division  to  increase  profits  by 
26  per  cent  to  £50  million..  But 
the  pigment  division,  which 
supplies  paint  companies,  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  weak  construe 


tion  market  and  destocking  in 
the  US. 

The  food  and  agricultural 
division  also  raised  profits  by 
a  third  to  £31.6  million,  with  a 
good  showing  from  die  malt 
and  pig  businesses.  The  pet 
food  business  performed  well, 
although  the  animal  feed  busi¬ 
nesses  suffered  from  rising 
raw  material  costs  and  a 
smaller  national  pig  herd.  But 
the  company  predicted  an 
improving  performance  from 
the  food  division  this  year, 
boosted  by  continued  growth 
in  the  maft  market. 

The  total  dividend  was  held 
at  9p  with  a  final  dividend  of 
5.4p.  payable  on  July  1.  Shares 
in  the  company  fell  4p  to  close 
at  167p. 
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Flextech 
completes 
Family  deal 

By  Eric  Reguly 

FLEXTECH.  the  cable  and 
satellite  progamming  group, 
announced  a  flurry  of  deals, 
including  the  purchase  of  the 
Family  Channel  and  a  control¬ 
ling  stake  in  the  “infomercial" 
business*  of  the  Horae  Shop¬ 
ping  Network. 

Flextech.  which  is  half 
owned  by  Telecommunica¬ 
tions  Inc,  America’s  largest 
cable  company,  has  agreed  to 
buy  the  61  per  cent  of  the 
Family  Channel  in  Britain 
that  it  does  not  already  own, 
from  International  Family  En¬ 
tertainment  Inc.  It  is  paying  a 
totaJ  of  £30.5  million,  made  up 
of  £3  million  in  cash  and  5.8 
million  new  shares  issued  at 
475p  apiece.  Flextech  shares 
closed  unchanged  at  520p- 
A  new  Flextech  subsidiary 
will  have  a  79  per  cent  interest 
in  the  British  infomercial  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  Home  Shopping 
Network  as  a  “further  expan¬ 
sion  of  Flextech  ;s  business  into 
electronic  retailing". 

Flextech  reported  a  pre-tax 
profit  of  £16.4  million  in  the 
year  to  December  31,  against  a 
loss  of  £18,5  million  in  1994.  on 
turnover  that  rose  51  per  cent 
to  £34  million.  The  profit 
figure  was  boosted  by  a  03.2 
million  gain  on  die  sale  ol 
assets.  Earnings  per  share 
were  b-32p  against  a  loss  of 

2l53p.  The  operating  loss  rose 
from  ElU  million  to  £13 
million,  partly  because  of 
start-up  costs  of  new  channels. 
Nn  dividends  are  paid. 
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Kwik-Fit  plans  to  grow 
as  profits  reach  a  high 
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Tom  Farmer  says  Kwik-Fit  will  get  100  new  outlets 


By  Sarah  Bagnall 

KWIK-FIT,  die  chain  of  car 
repair  centres,  plans  to  open 
a  further  100  outlets  and 
more  than  double  the  num¬ 
ber  of  mobile  tyre-fitting 
vehicles  during  die  current 
year. 

The  company  currently 
operates  through  787  special¬ 
ist  fitting  centres  and  100 
fully  equipped  mobile  tyre¬ 
fitting  vehicles  on  the  road. 

The  news  cames  as  Tom 
Fanner,  the  chairman,  dis¬ 
closed  that  Kwik-Fit  had 
produced  record  profits  and 
sales  in  the  year  ending 
February  29. 

Pre-tax  profit  rose  24  per 
cent  from  £293  million  to 
£363  million  on  sales  ahead 
23  per  cent  at  E365.4  million. 
Mr  Farmer  said:  “This  has 
been  a  year  of  outstanding 
performance.  This  was  a 
year  when  things  began  to 
tall  into  place." 

He  added  that  be  expected 
100  more  Kwik-Fit  centres 
would  be  opened  this  year, 
through  a  combination  of 
acquisitions  and  organic 
growth,  while  the  number  of 
mobile  units  would  be  in¬ 
creased  from  100  to  250  and 
the  service  extended  to  .spe¬ 
cific  sectors  of  the  private 
motorist 

The  final  dividend  of  3.1p 
makes  a  total  for  the  year  of 
5p.  up  from  4.4p  last  time. 
The  dividend,  due  May  10,  is 
paid  out  of  earnings  of  I4.7p 
a  share,  compared  with  11. 9p. 

The  shares  rose  3*ap  to 

202p. 


Weir  engineers  a  sharp  rise 

caid  fhat  it  still  refused  to  take  orders  only  particularly  strong  order  intake.  T 


By  Martin  Barrow 


SHARES  in  Weir  Group. 
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‘SSr^WLS  mm  on  to 

^  '  compared  with  reported 


said  that  it  still  refused  to  take  orders  only  particuUriy  strong  order  intake.  TW 
to  increase  volume,  and  evidence  was  now  over  of  £622  million  rose  from  £476 
emerging  of  “more  sensible"  price  levels  million  in  the  previous  12  monffis.  The 
products  in  some  Americas  now  comprise  Weir’s  single 
largest  market. 

Earnings  were  I6.6p  a  share,  risinf 
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emerging 
for  engineering 

markets.  .  .  ,  .  ,  ... 

In  addition.  Weir  is  selectively  with¬ 
drawing  from  areas  such  as  the  site  and 
erection  activities  of  Strachan  & 
Henshaw,  a  subsidiary,  whoc  the  mar- 


Cdiuuiga  wuc  a  siuu^i  iwu 

from  13p  previously  and  from  16Jp  u 
execeptional  items  are  excluded.  The  total 
dividend  is  increased  to  75p  a  share  from 
JTwhfcTcompred  *9.  reports  to  6.96,  with  a  fimUSJp  payable  June  14 

Df  £305  million  in  1994  when  the  gm  involved.  Weir  ended  the  year  with  net  debt  of 

ompany  charged  ^-8  N^w  order  input  totalled  £639  mfflion,  £9.7  million,  which  represents  gearing  of 

Organisation  costs.  At  the  9P^ung  with  £462  million  m  die  just  5  per  cent  The  company  experts  to 

‘  'profits  advanced  to  E-L319  million  .  even  though  no  major  use  its  balance-sheet  strength  to  continue 

-  -  desalination  contract  was  booked.  The  a  series  of  relatively  modest  acquisitions. 

lamest  single  order  taken  was  just  £20  with  the  aim  of  strengthening  its  core 
-ST_  final  quarter  showed  a  businesses. 


Trinity 

makes 

progress 

TRINITY  International 
Holdings,  the  newspaper 
publisher,  said  that  integra¬ 
tion  of  the  UK  regional 
newspapers  of  Thomson 
Corporation,  acquired  for 
£286  million  last  year,  was 
progressing  well  (Martin 
Barrow  writes). 

The  purchase,  which  trans¬ 
formed  Trinity  into  the  big¬ 
gest  regional  newspaper 
company  in  Britain,  was 
completed  on  January  8  and 
had  no  impact  an  financial 
results  for  1995.  But  Philip 
Gra£  chief  executive,  said  the 
performance  of  the  Thomson 
newspapers  in  Belfast,  New¬ 
castle,  Teesside  and  Chester 
had  been  encouraging. 

Trinity  pre-tax  profits 
were  £273  million  (£22.9 
million)  with  earnings  of 
2L5p,  against  an  adjusted 
21 .8p-  The  dividend  rises  to 
10.7p  (9.7p)  with  a  7.4p  finaL 


Marley  begins  the  move 
out  of  vehicle  products 


By  Carl  Mortished 

MARLEY.  the  building  prod¬ 
ucts  group,  is  selling  part  of  its 
automotive  products  business 
after  another  difficult  year  in 
which  setbacks  in  all  its  divi¬ 
sions  left  pre-tax  profits  for 
1995  down  21  per  cent  to  £463 
million.  Excluding  exceptional 
items,  profits  MI  from  £473 
million  to  £43.6  million  and 
the  foil  year  dividend  is  main¬ 
tained  at  4.7p. 

Marley  is  selling  part  of  the 
automotive  components  divi¬ 
sion  to  Magna  international, 
of  Canada,  for  £533  million 
and  is  in  talks  to  sell  its  share 
in  the  Davidson  Marley  joint 
venture,  which  makes  up  the 
rest  of  its  automotive  busi¬ 
ness.  Profits  in  the  automotive 
business,  which  makes  interi¬ 
or  trim  and  instrument  pan¬ 
els,  fell  from  £53  million  to 
£2-8  million  last  year  over 
difficult  trading  in  Germany 
and  start-up  costs.  David 


Trapnell:  strong  orders 

Trapnell.  Marley’s  drier  exec¬ 
utive.  said  the  business  needed 
to  invest  heavily  to  meet  the 
demands  of  car  manufactur¬ 
ers  who  were  seeking  to  con¬ 
solidate  their  supply  chains. 

“In  the  next  few  years  it 
would  be  competing  with 
building  products  for  capital," 
he  said.  After  the  sale. 


Marley’s  gearing  will  fell  from 
60  per  cent  to  36  per  cent  and 
the  antidpated  sale  of  its 
interest  in  the  joint  venture 
will  cut  debt  further,  he  said. 

A  sharp  increase  in  the  cost 
of  polymer  resin  hurt  Mariey’s 
plastics  division,  including 
Syroco,  the  garden  furniture 
business  acquired  early  last 
year.  Profits  from  plastics 
were  down  from  £32.6  million 
to  £30.9  million,  while  Syroco 
contributed  less  than  £400,000 
over  nine  months  because  of  a 
sharp  fall  in  grass  margin  due 
to  higher  costs. 

Marley’s  core  concrete  and 
day  products  suffered  from 
the  slowdown  in  new 
housebuilding  in  the  UK  and 
the  US  but  lower  volumes 
were  offset  in  part  by  higher 
prices,  leaving  profits  margin¬ 
ally  lower  than  last  year.  Mr 
Trapnell  said  order  books 
were  strong. _ 
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Renewing  your  home  insurance 
in  March  or  April  ? 


If  you’re  50  or  over, 
save  with  Saga 
Home  Insurance 

You  wiU  know  bow  expensive  home  insurance  can 
be  -particularly  if  your  insurance  company  is  also 
having  to  insure  younger,  less  careful  householders. 
Thankfully,  if  you’re  aged  50  or  over  you  can  benefit 
from  Saga  Home  Insurance  -  a  superior  household 
insurance  that’s  only  available  to  mature,  responsible 
people  like  you. 

Because  of  this.  Saga  Home  Insurance  can  offer  you 
genuine  savings  over  other  policies,  while  giving  you 
cover  that  fully  protects  your  home  and  possessions. 
So  if  your  home  insurance  is  doe  for  renewal  soon, 
or  if  you  would  simply  like  to  find  out  how  much 
you  could  save  with  Saga  Home  Insurance,  call  us 
today  -  free. 

The  Saga  Price  Promise 
If  you  find  another  comparable  policy  at  a  lower 
price  within  2  months  of  taking  out  Saga  Home 
Insurance,  we’ll  refund  you  foe  difference. 


•  Exclusively  for  people  aged  50  or 
over. 

•  Cover  is  comprehensive  and  low  cost. 

•  Free  Saga  Assist  service  - 
24  Hour  Domestic  Helpline. 

24  Hour  Legal  Helpline. 

24  Hour  Glazing  Service. 

Key  Recovery  Service. 

•  Save  30%  off  WorfdWjde  flights. 

-  Free  pen  with  your  quotation. 


SAGA 

Services  Ltd 


Saga  Services  Lid  would  like  >o  send  you  information  about  services 
provided  by  other  Saga  companies  and  may  pass  details  to  these 
companies  to  enable  them  to  do  so. 


Call  us  today! 

For  your  free  no  obligation  qoote 
and  a  free  Saga  pen.  simply  call  us 
on  the  Dumber  below.  We  will  be 
pleased  io  answer  any  questions 
you  have  on  Saga  Home  Insurance. 

0800  414  525  ext.2281 

lines  open  Monday  to  Friday  9am  -  6pm, 
Saturdays  9am  -  1pm 


Alternatively,  send  this  coupon  to  us  in  an  envelope  -  you  do  not  need  a  stamp: 
flap  Services  Limited.  FREEPOCT731.  Middelburg  Square.  Folkestone.  Keor  CT20  1BR 


Mr/ Mis  /  Miss  Initial: 
Address: 


Surname:. 


Please  lid:  the  type  of  cover  for  which  you  would  like  a  quotation: 
Home  Corneas  Cover  □ 

Buildings  Cover  O 


Postcode: 


TMephooe  No: _  Dale  of  birth: 

Occupation: - — 

Policy 

Renewal  Date  - 

Type  of  Property: 

Detached  House:  Cl 

Tbnaced  House:  O 

Semi  -  detwhwt  Bungalow:  O 
Other  O  Please  specify: 

Approximately  when  was  it  built  ? 

Pin  1920  □  1920-1945 

H'W 


/  / 


No.  of 
bedrooms: 


Semi  -  detached  House:  O 
□ 
□ 


Detached  Bungalow: 
Flal/MaiscneOe: 


Answer  YES  to  the  following  and  yon  could  save  up  to  15% 
on  your  Contents  premium. 

Does  your  borne  have  an  annually 
maintained  burglar  alarm? 

Is  a  S-teuer  mortise  lock  fitted  (0  the 
final  exit  door? 

Arc  ail  other  external  doors  fined  with 
bey-operated  locks  or  bolts? 

Are  secure  key -operated  locks  fined  to 
all  accessible  windows? 

Are  you  an  active  member  of 
a  Police  Approved  Neighbourhood 
Watch  Scheme? 


Yes  O 
Yes  □ 
YcsO 
Yet  D 


No  □ 
NoO 
NoO 
NoO 


Yes  O  No  O 


□  1946-1979  □  1 980- Present  □ 


For  insurance  on  listed  buildings,  those  of  non-standard 
construction,  flats  and  maisonettes.  Or  if  you  are  the  landlord  of 
the  property  to  be  Insured,  please  telephone  0800  414  535  ext  2605 
for  your  quote  or  tick  tbe  box  for  further  details  Q 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 19% 


New  York  (midday): 

Dow  Jones - SWMl  (-33.MI 


sap  composJie 


647.78  (-3.91) 


Tokyo: 

NUdsel  Avenge . 


London  stays  in  step  with 
downbeat  Wall  Street 


Hong  Kong: 

Hang  Seng - 


-  10836.53  H3.971 


Wassail  on  a  high  wire 


Amsterdam; 

eoe  indes  - _ 


577.72  HX20 


Sydney: 

AO - 


„.  7mA  (-6.W 


Frankfurt 

dax _ 


24*5.90  (-736) 


Singapore 

Straits - _ 


...  2383.96  MJ4J 


THE  London  suck,  market 
continues  to  dance  to  Wall 
Street’s  tune.  Share  prices  in 
the  Square  Mile  struggled  to 
make  headway,  before  dosing 
with  modest  losses,  mainly 
reflecting  an  opening  Call  of  45 
points  in  the  Dow  Jones  indus¬ 
trial  average.  By  contrast  gov¬ 
ernment  securities  clawed  back 
early  losses  to  finish  wi  th  some 

impressive  gains. 

The  FT-SE  100  index  was 
down  almost  20  points  in  early 
trading,  taking  its  lead  from 
the  overnight  setback  on  Wall 
Street.  Investors'  anxiously 
awaited  the  latest  retail  sales 
figures.  These  provided  further 
evidence  of  a  revival  in  the  high 
street  effectively  scuppering 
remaining  hopes  of  another  cut 
in  interest  rales. 

In  the  event  the  index  fin¬ 
ished  7.6  lower  at  3.6S5.4  in 
thin  trading  that  saw  703 
million  shares  change  hands. 

Early  attention  focused  on 
BT,  with  the  price  falling  7*2  p 
to 344*2 pas  investors  switched 
into  rival  Cable  and  Wireless, 
up  8p  at  491p.  There  has  been 
intense  speculation  in  recent 
weeks  about  a  possible  bid  by 
BT  for  C&W.  BTs  case  will  not 
have  been  helped  by  the  new 
pricing  formula  issued  yester¬ 
day  by  Oftd,  the  industry 
regulator,  l/nder  Oftel’s  pro¬ 
posals.  telephone  bills  may  fall 
by  as  much  as  9  per  cent  and 
could  result  in  the  average  bfl) 
being  slashed  by  at  least  £50  a 
time.  BT  was  clearly  unim¬ 
pressed  and  said  further  jobs 
may  have  to  go. 

An  industry  expert  claimed 
last  night  that  BT  could  be 
worth  up  to  £37  billion  if  it 
were  broken  up  into  six  sepa¬ 
rate  divisions.  If  is  currently 
capitalised  at  £22  billion. 

Johnson  Matthey.  the  pre¬ 
cious  metals  group,  stood  out 
with  a  rise  of  9p  at  58lp.  Credit 
Lyonnais  Laing.  the  broker,  is 
idling  clients  that  recent 
weakness  in  the  shares  pres¬ 
ents  a  buying  opportunity. 

There  was  a  big  put-through 
recorded  in  shares  of  Royal 
Bank  of  Scotland  just  before 
the  official  dose  of  business.  A 
line  of  about  3  million  shares 
was  placed  at  533*2  p  before 
being  sold  on  at  53Sp.  The 
price  dosed  Sp  off  at  537p. 

The  biggest  fall  on  the  day 
was  recorded  in  Tdspec, 
down  I17p  at  693p.  after  foil- 
year  figures  failed  to  live  up  to 
expectations.  The  communica¬ 
tions  specialist  was  brought  to 
market  in  October  1994  by 
Credit  Lyonnais  Laing  and 
has  seen  it  shares  reach 
£10.45. 


£3® 


Don  Lewin’s  Clinton  Cards  was  steady  despite  higher  profits 


Costs  are  still  being  cut  at 
Harrison  &  Crosfidd.  but  it 
does  nor  appear  to  be  benefit¬ 
ing  profits  which  took  a  nose 
dive  last  year.  At  the  operating 
level,  profits  were  up.  but  at 
the  pre-tax  level,  they  were 
down  from  £236.7  million  to 
£119.6  million.  The  shares 
responded  with  a  fail  of  3p  to 
167p. 

Marley.  Ip  firmer  at  129p, 


also  suffered  a  tough  time  last 
year  with  pre-tax  profits  down 
from  an  unadjusted  £58.7  mil¬ 
lion  to  £46-3  million.  Trading 
conditions  were  described  as 
tough,  with  Sir  George  Russell 
daiming  that  prospects  for  the 
current  year  depended  an  the 
levels  of  activity  in  the  housing 
and  refurbishment  markets  in 
both  Britain  and  the  US.  The 
group  has  sold  its  automotive 
arm  for  £53.5  million. 
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Another  company  suffering 
the  slump  in  the  building 
industry  last  year  was  Beazer 
Homes,  2p  firmer  at  I75p.  Pre¬ 
tax  profits  were  down  £4 
million  at  £18Jj  million  as  the 
number  of  new  completions 
fell  581  to  2,001,  The  company 
was  determined  to  protect 
margins  at  the  expense  of 
volumes  and  said  it  had  seen  a 
modest  rise  in  demand  to- 


brokers  began  upgrading 
their  profit  forecasts  for  the 
current  year,  Weir  said  it  had 
scope  to  make  some  substan¬ 
tial  acquisitions. 

Hanson  appears  to  have 
placed  most  of  its  holding  in 
Wassail,  the  fast-growing  in¬ 
dustrial  conglomerate.  Bro¬ 
kers  reported  a  put-through  of 
428  million  shares  at  276p. 
About  15  million  of  them  were 
later  sold  on  at  277p.  ABN 
Amro  Hoare  Govett,  Han¬ 
son’s  own  broker,  is  believed 
to  have  transacted  the  busi¬ 
ness.  It  coincided  with  full- 
year  figures  from  Wassail,  up 
lOp  to  287p,  showing  pre-tax 
profits  last  year  more  than 
doubling  to  £57.5  million. 

Better  than  expected  full- 
year  figures  Kwfk  Fit  Hold* 
logs,  the  brakes  and  exhausts 
specialists,  lifted  the  shares 
3 bp  to  2Q2p.  A  flat  perfor¬ 
mance  last  year  left  Bernard 
Matthews,  the  turkey  produc¬ 
er,  3p  easier  at  95p,  while 
Clinton  Cards  was  un¬ 
changed  at  153p  after  raising 
profits  last  year  from  £2.6 
million  to  £32  million. 

CRH,  the  Irish  aggregates 
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WITH  HANSON  on  the  operating  table 
waiting  for  the  surgeon’s  knife  and  BTR  in  the 
recovery  room,  the  small  but  perfectly  formed 
Wassail  is  left  with  the  job  of  carrying  the  can 
for  conglomerates.  Luridly.  Wassail  is  shoul¬ 
dering  its  burden  with  ease  and  rapidly 
overtaking  the  growth  rate  of  more  fashion¬ 
able  companies.  Theorists  who  point  to  the 
dull  performance  of  the  sector  and  label 
conglomerates  a  busted  flush  will  have  a  hard 
time  explaining  how  Wassail  has  increased 
earnings  by  30  per  cent 
Size  makes  a  difference;  acquisitions  can 
have  a  big  effect  on  smaller  companies  while 
the  lack  of  synergy  in  large  diversified 
industrial  groups  becomes  an  issue  as 
earnings  growth  slows.  Wassail  is  not  just 
driven  by  acquisitions;  it  is  investing  heavily 
in  General  Cable,  its  copper  wire  business, 


which  doubled  profits  last  year  with  the 
benefit  of  high  copper  prices  and  contracts 
with  telephone  companies. 

Profits  growth  will  be  slower  this  year  but 
cashflow  should  improve  as  the  price  of 
copper  fells,  reducing  stockholding  costs. 
Wassail  is  also  making  good  money  front 
another  dull-sounding  business:  plastic  bottle 
tops,  which  are  taking  over  from  traditional 
metal  closures. 

Late  last  year,  Wassail  laid  down  a  marker 
for  the  future,  buying  70  per  cent  of  an 
obscure  quoted  axle  manufacturer  in  Singa¬ 
pore.  The  business  is  largely  irrelevant  but 
Wassail  now  has  an  acquisition  vehicle  in 
Asia,  which  can  issue  (highly  rated)  shares. 
However,  in  the  UK,  Wassail  shares  continue 
to  tread  water  despite  earnings  growth 
forecasts  of  20  per  cent.  Something  is  wrong. 
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Marley 


group-  >s  splashing  out  $87 
million  to  acquire  the  Jack  B 


Elys  (Wimbledon),  die  stores  group,  is  a  good  example  of  why 
there  is  scope  for  an  order-driven  trading  system  being 
introduced.  It  found  itself  on  the  receiving  end  of  a  750p  offer 
from  Panther  Securities,  bat  an  absence  of  competitive  market- 
making  in  the  shares  meant  they  finished  unchanged  at  550p. 


wards  the  end  of  the  year 
which  may  help  it  recover 
some  losses.  The  group  played 
down  speculation  that  it  was 
desperate  to  make  an 
acquisition. 

Britannic  Assurance  failed 
to  benefit  from  a  near  dou¬ 
bling  of  profits  last  year,  with 
the  shares  sliding  3p  to  779p. 
Weir  Group  responded  to  an 
impressive  profits  rise  with  a 
jump  of  23p  to  258p.  As 


million  to  acquire  the  Jack  B 
Parsons  Companies,  the  Utah 
aggregates  business.  CRH 
finished  4p  better  at  574p. 

Shares  of  Symonds  Engi¬ 
neering  were  suspended  at 
6Ip  as  it  announced  plans  to 
hit  the  acquisition  trail.  It  is 
acquiring  Zlia  of  Tewkes¬ 
bury,  the  supplier  of  printed 
circuit  boards  for  £11.5  million. 

Shares  of  Torex  Hire  re¬ 
turned  from  suspension  9p 
higher  at  41p  after  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  an  acquisition. 

□  GILT-EDGED:  Prices 
opened  lower,  reflecting  stron¬ 
ger  than  expected  German 
money  supply  figures. 

In  the  futures  pit  the  June 
series  of  the  long  gOt  closed 
£19j2  higher  at  £105* <6  as 
turnover  rose  sharply  with  a 
total  of  65.500  contracts 
completed. 

Among  conventional  issues. 
Treasury  8  per  cent  2015 
jumped  ill32  to  £97‘  ■«,  while 
at  the  shorter  end.  Treasury  8 
per  cent  2000  was  six  ticks 
better  at  £102*32. 

The  Bank  of  England  was 
able  to  supply  further  tranches 
of  the  new  tap  Index-Linked 
Treasury  2h  per  cent  2009. 

□  NEW  YORK:  Wall  Street 
shares  were  weaker  at  midday 
as  an  earnings  warning  from 
Digital  Equipment  Corp  sent 
the  technology  sector  reeling. 
The  Dow  Jones  industrial 
average  shed  33.60  to  5,635.91. 
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Schroder  UK  G  Uts  2554 
Stadium  Group  (120)  140 
Streamline  (180)  175 

Visual  Action  (185)  232 


MARLEY’S  decision  to  ditch 
its  automotive  division  looks 
sensible.  Were  it  to  have 
straggled  on,  Marley  would 
have  gradually  been  edged 
out  of  the  market  by  bigger 
rivals.  A  business  producing 
plastic  trim  for  motor  cars 
makes  little  sense  in  a  build¬ 
ing  products  group.  More¬ 
over.  in  a  world  where  car 
man  ufacturers  are  seeking  to 
single-source  components  on 
a  worldwide  basis.  Mariey’S 
future  as  a  second-line  sup¬ 
plier  looked  grim. 

Unfortunately,  having  rid 
itself  of  a  business  with  poor 
prospects,  M alley’s  newest 
investment  performed  even 
less  well  last  year.  Syroco, 
which  makes  plastic  garden 
furniture.  generated 
£400,000  over  nine  months, 
an  alarming  result  when 
compared  with  the  purchase 
price  of  £100  million.  Accord¬ 


ing  to  Marley,  everything 
conspired  against  Syroco:  a 
huge  increase  in  plastic  resin 
prices,  which  make  up  half 
the  product’s  cost,  could  not 
be  passed  on  to  buyers,  while 
poor  weather  in  die  US 
depressed  demand  for 
sunloungers. 

Marley  has  landed  itself 
with  another  non-core  busi¬ 
ness  and  one  with  low  quali¬ 


ty  earnings.  Moulded  plastic 
furniture  is  a  sector  with  few 
barriers  to  entry,  leaving  it 
extremely  unlikely  that 
Marley  will  earn  anything 
like  a  15  per  cent  return  on 
investment  That  suggests 
that  investors  are  unlikely  to 
see  much  return  either.  Even 
if  building  products  see  a 
recovery,  there  are  better 
shares  to  buy. 


FALLING  OFF  THE  SUNLOUNGER 


Jun  Jul 


Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar 


Flextech 


RISES: 

MAID  . . 226p  (+30p) 

Wefr .  258p  (+23p) 

Adwest .  131p  (-HOp) 

Austin  Reed . 232p(+15pJ 

Rare . . 175p(+11p) 

Mitel  . .  415p(+23p) 

Dorling  Kind  . .  545p  (+-29p) 

Young  'A' . . .  513p  (+Z7p) 

Derwent  Ffldgs .  353p  (+15pJ 

Wassail  . . . . 2B7p{+10p) 


Oxford  Inst . 

Regent  Inns 
Hammerson  .... 
Brake  Bros ..... 

ICt  . . . . 

Adnwaf . 


475p(+15p) 
995p(+31p) 
356p(f11p) 
670p(+19p) 
942p  (+  14p) 
98flpM5p) 


JQWemeropoon  -  782p(+t9p) 

Ocean  Group . 4l8p(+10p) 


FALLS: 

Tetepec . .  693p(-t17p) 

Babcock _ _ _  129p  (-10p) 

Wace . . .  256p(-17p) 

Man  Utd  . . 251  p  (-12p) 

RtronkrCom . 3S5p(-18p) 

Kenwood  App . . . 256p  (-9p) 

Woodside _ _ 348p  (-0p) 

TibbetA  Brittn .  443p(-10p) 

NatAustBk . . .  589p(-11pJ 

Stand  Chart  . . . 6Q2p(-10p) 

London  Clubs' . .  510p  (-flpj 

HSBC . . . .  990p{-15p) 

Unitach . . .  688p  (-I0p> 

Whifaead . 093p  (-9p) 
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TO  THE  average  stock  mar¬ 
ket  investor.  Flextech  is  an 
incomprehensible  jumble.  It 
boasts  three  leading  share¬ 
holders.  all  of  them  Ameri¬ 
can,  and  interests  in  14 
broadcast  channels,  ranging 
from  the  Playboy  TV  to  the 
Parliamentary  Channel,  each 
with  levels  of  ownership  that 
seem  to  change  weekly  as 
new  partners  are  brought  in 
and  others  qected.  It  is  easy 
to  dismiss  Roger  Luard,  the 
bass,  as  addicted  to  deals. 

That  would  be  a  mistake,  as 
there  is  method  in  his  mad¬ 
ness.  Introducing  big-name 
partners,  such  as  Telecom¬ 
munications  Inc.  Pearson  and 
Fox  Television,  as  investors  in 
the  channels  helps  to  ensure  a 
steady  supply  of  program¬ 
ming.  Flextech,  by  dint  of 
having  so  many  channels, 
now  controls  a  good  number 
of  cable  and  satellite  distribu¬ 
tion  routes.  As  a  result,  there 
is  a  good  chance  that  anyone 
seeking  a  broadcast  outlet  in 
Britain  will  have  to  knock  on 


F1 extech’s  door.  Finally,  with 
so  many  channels  in  its 
portfolio,  Flextech  can  negoti¬ 
ate  favourable  block  distnbu- 
tion  agreements  for  itself. 
The  company  has  never 
earned  a  penny  and  probably 
will  not  see  a  profit  for  some 
time.  But  the  mess  that  was 
Flextech  is  beginning  to 
present  intriguing  poss¬ 
ibilities. 


Harrisons  & 
Crosfield 


PIGS  and  paint  might  not 
seem  to  have  a  lot  in  common 
but  Harrisons  &  Crosfield 
has  created  a  business  that 
relies  on  very  different  mar¬ 
kets.  The  company  has  in¬ 
dulged  in  a  touch  of 
fashionable  focussing,  an¬ 
nouncing  yesterday  the  spin¬ 
off  its  plantation  interests. 
But  in  many  ways  Harrisons 
remains  a  rare  example  of  an 
unreconstructed 
conglomerate. 

In  such  a  complex  business 
bad  news  in  one  division 


tends  to  knock  the  share  price 
hard,  witness  the  bumpy  ride 
Harrisons*  shares  suffered 
over  the  past  year.  With  so 
many  cyclical  businesses  it  is 
inevitable  that  at  least  one 
will  come  a  cropper  in  a  trad¬ 
ing  year.  Yesterday  it  was  the 
poor  performance  of  the  tim¬ 
ber  and  building  division, 
coupled  with  aTairly  cautious 
trading  statement,  which 
brought  a  halt  to  the  recent 
price  rally. 

Harrisons  runs  its  busi¬ 
nesses  well,  as  the  strong  per¬ 
formance  from  chemicals 
and  foods  demonstrates,  and 
the  company  has  worked 
hard  to  remove  cost  increases 
in  its  timber  and  building  di¬ 
vision.  But  much  of  the  profit 
improvement  came  from 
freakish  palm  oil  prices, 
which  will  not  be  repeated 
this  year.Acquisitions  may 
help,  but  market  estimates 
suggest  a  meagre  5  per  cent 
profit  increase  this  year,  not 
enough  to  justify  a  better  rat¬ 
ing.  given  the  volatile  record. 


Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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FT-SE  100 

Jon  96  — 

3675 XJ 

37053) 

3671X1 

366531 

11079 

Previous  open  tempi:  65191 

Sep  95  — 

3701X1 

0 

FT-SE  250 

Jun  06  _ 

427831 

a 

PtevkKu  open  Interest  3422 

Sep  96  _ 

0 

Three  Month  Sterling 
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Previous  open  tmeipc  364445 
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26001 

Sep  96  _ 
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Dynamic  duo 

i  BOOTTFUL  Bernard  Mat¬ 
thews  is  looking  forward 
to  spending  Easter  in  his 
holiday  house  near  St 
Tropez.  Along  with  a  leg  of 
lamb,  the  biidman  of  Nor¬ 
folk  is  packing  Tom  Po- 
cock’s  biography  of 
Horatio  Nelson.  “There 
are  only  two  famous  per¬ 
sons  in  Norfolk—  and  I’m 
one  of  them,"  he  chuckles. 


VI 

“Sell  BT  — buy  Oftel" 

EMU  fan 

When  CamaudMetal  Box 
was  taken  over  by  Crown 
Cork  &  Seal,  the  American 
firm,  last  month,  to  be¬ 
come  the  world’s  largest 
packing  company,  some 
investors  in  the  company 
sold  their  shares.  They  had 
to  wait  up  to  three  weeks 
for  the  cash.  Cheques 
made  out  in  francs  seemed 
to  travel  around  Europe 
before  being  paid.  Roll  on 
the  single  currency  said 
one  shareholder  who  re¬ 
ceived  his  cheque  yester- 
day  and  tried  to  work  out 
what  he  had  lost  in  interest 
and  exchange  rates. 

Double  trouble 

LLOYD’S  names  suffered 
another  blow  yesterday.  A 
company  specialising  in 
financial  planning  has  put 
a  surcharge  on  the  hapless 
names.  Lyndon 

WeaJthcare.  a  service  pro¬ 
vided  by  Lyndon  Invest¬ 
ments,  a  wholly  owned 
subsidiary  of  die  West 
Country  chartered  acc¬ 
ountant  Robson  Taylor,  is 
charging  an  extra  £40  a 
month  for  its  subscription- 
based  service  “because  of 
the  complexity^  of  their 
personal  affairs”. 

THE  largest  ever  trade 
mission  to  Pakistan  nerf 
week  could  be  accused  of 
nop  pa  do  ms  to  Lahore. 
Among  the  65  companies 
taking  part  on  the  trip, 
which  is  to  be  led  byTrade 
Minister  Lord  Fraser,  js 
Derbv-based  Khan  Foods, 
the  manufacturers  of  "au¬ 
thentic"  Indian  nosh. 
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Scott  faces 
the  chop 

THE  Labour-run  Edin¬ 
burgh  Council  confirmed 
yesterday  it  is  exploring 
the  possibility  of  selling 
the  famous  Sir  Walter 
Scott  monument  on  Prin¬ 
ces  Street  —  not  least  be¬ 
cause  an  estimate  for 
,  complete  renovation  has 
been  put  at  more  than  EZ5 
million. 

_  Sponsorship  is  one  op¬ 
tion  hut  the  initial  reaction 
from  Scottish  companies 
was  mixed.  There  was  a 
thumbs  down  from  Bax¬ 
ter’s  and  a  lukewarm  res¬ 
ponse  from  the  depart¬ 
ment  store  Jenners,  which 
uses  the  monument  in  its 
promotional  material.  But 
Macsween’s,  Edinburgh's 
renowned  manufacturer 
of  haggis,  was  mare  posi¬ 
tive.  “Perhaps  a  fund-rais¬ 
ing  dinner  would  be  an 
idea”  said  marketing  di¬ 
rector  Jo  Macs  ween. 
“We'd  be  happy  to  provide 
free  haggis." 

Nudear  fall-out 

KWIK.-F1T.  Europe's  larg¬ 
est  independent  auto  mo¬ 
tive  parts  repair  and  re¬ 
placement  specialist, 
came  swiftly  to  the  rescue 
after  It  received  a  desper¬ 
ate  call  from  the  staff  of  a 
nuclear  submarine  based 
in  Plymouth  docks  earlier 
this  year.  The  submarine, 
declared  unfit  to  continue 
on  its  tour  of  duty,  because 
manners  kept  failing  out 
of  their  bunks  in  rough 
seas,  put  in  an  urgent 
request  for  66  car  safety 


American  capitalism  has 
defeated  ‘peasants’  revolt 


US  remained 
a  land  of 
opportunity 
even  during 
the  decades 
of  misery 


The  "peasants’  revolt” 
against  America's 
capitalist  values 
seems  to  have  fizzled 
out  almost  before  it  started. 
Perhaps  Par  Buchanan,  the 
far-right  presidential  candi¬ 
date  who  likened  his  support¬ 
ers  to  “peasants  with 
pitchforks"  descending  upon 
the  overpaid  “corporate  job- 
killers".  should  have  read  up  in 
his  history  books  about  the  fate 
of  Wat  Tyler  at  Smithfield. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  after  all  the 
alarums  about  ungovernabil¬ 
ity  and  the  breakdown  of  the 
capitalist  ideological  consen¬ 
sus,  America  is  now  almost 
certain  to  be  presented  with  an 
eminently  cmlised  choice  be¬ 
tween  two  of  the  most  centrist 
presidential  candidates  ever 
selected  by  the  Republican  and 
Democratic  parties.  It  is  per¬ 
haps  no  coincidence  that  Wall 
Street  has  reverted  to  its  te¬ 
dious  habit  of  hitting  a  new  all- 
time  high  every  other  day. 

The  collapse  of  the  “Buchan¬ 
an  factor"  raises  fascinating 
questions  for  politicians  and 
economists,  as  well  as  stock- 
market  investors.  Is  it  possible, 
for  example,  that  commenta¬ 
tors  have  exaggerated  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  crisis  of  confidence  and  the 
pain  of  the  “new  insecurity" 
created  by  corporate  restruc¬ 
turing  and  free  trade?  Is  it 
conceivable  that  American 
workers  are  not  as  angry  about 
falling  industrial  wages  and 
growing  income  inequality  as 
everyone  had  assumed?  Could 
it  be  that  company  profits  mil 
go  on  growing  in  relation  to 
national  income,  as  they  have 
done  with  only  brief  cyclical 
interruptions  since  1981? 

These  questions  are  of  inter¬ 
est  not  only  to  Americans,  but 
also  to  Europeans.  Declining 
living  standards,  psychological 
insecurity  and  political  disinte¬ 
gration  are  seen  in  Europe  as 
the  fatal  flaws  in  America's 
remarkable  record  for  creating 
jobs,  or  McJobs  as  European 
cynics  prefer  to  call  them.  But 
if  Americans  are  not  really 
horrified  by  the  state  of  their 
society  —  if.  indeed,  Americans 
are  more  optimistic  about 
America  than  many  Europe¬ 
ans  are  about  Europe  —  then 
that  deals  with  one  of  the  main 
objections  to  the  American 
economic  model  of  flexible 
labour  markets  and  active 
demand  management  to  sus¬ 
tain  full  employment. 

The  question  about  the  share 
of  profits  in  national  income 
may  seem  more  narrowly  fi¬ 
nancial  but  is  also  of  huge 
political  significance.  If  it  is 
true  —  as  many  commentators, 
including  Americans,  believe 
—  that  the  share  Df  profits  in 
national  income  has  now  hit 
an  unsustainable  cyclical  peak, 
then  the  present  rebound  in  the 
US  economy  will  soon  fizzle 
out  in  a  struggle  between 
labour  and  capital,  a  burst  of 
inflation,  a  tightening  of  mone¬ 
tary  policy  and  another  reces¬ 
sion.  And  if  this  happens  in 
America,  the  rest  of  the  world 
will  almost  certainly  follow  it 


j  Corporate  profits* 


Profits  and  share  prices  (divided  by  GOP)  ^  ' 

■'  •*  WT  gg  I  0,'  Igg  40 

:J  Wages  and  total  compensation  (per  cent  of  GDP)  1 


60 


68  1  70  72  74  1  76 


1  78  1 


into  recession  within  the  next 
few  years. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  rise 
in  US  profits  and  the  wilh'ng- 
.ness  of  American  workers  to 
limit  their  share  of  national 
income  is  part  of  a  long-term 
secular  trend,  then  the  present 
business  cycle  could  have 
many  more  years  to  go  before 
it  runs  into  a  serious  problem 
of  inflation  and  rising  interest 
rates.  Eventually,  of  course; 
there  will  be  a  recession,  since  ■ 
aggregate  demand  and  supply 
can  never  run  perfectly  in 
balance.  But  the  next  recession 
may  prove  an  unusually  mild 
one  —  and  America's  unem¬ 
ployment  rate  may  fall  well 
below  today's  already  low  level 
of  5.7  per  cent,  before  the 
Government  and  die  Federal 
Reserve  Board  decide  they 
must  put  on  the  brakes.  This 
argument  can  be  summarised 
in  another  question,  which  in  a 
sense  encompasses  aO  the 
others: 

Could  it  be  that  the  recent 
singe  of  job  creation,  invest¬ 
ment  arid  profitability  in 
America  will  not  prove  an 
aberration?  Could  it  be  that  the 
flexibility  and  openness  of 
America's  markets,  along  with 
the  pragmatism  and  skill  of  its 
monetary  policymakers,  have 
created  the  conditions  for 
another  long  era  of  non-infla¬ 
tion  ary  growth  similar  to  the 
Keynesian  golden  age  of  the 
1950s  and  1960s? 

Clearly  it  is  impossible  to 
answer  such  huge  questions  in 
a  single  article  (or,  m  fact,  to 
answer  them  with  confidence 
at  all).  But  suspecting,  as  I  long 
have,  that  the  late  1990s  are 
indeed  quite  like  the  1950s,  i 
will  just  make  some  observa¬ 
tions  that  are  frequently  over¬ 
looked.  especially  in  cynical 
Europe.  The  first  two  are 
obvious  from  the  charts.  Cor¬ 
porate  profits  have  risen 
sharply  since  the  1982  reces¬ 
sion  which  marked  the  dimax 
of  the  worldwide  economic 


crises  of  die  1970s.  but  profits 
are  still  quite  moderate  by  the 
standards  of  the  pro-1970 
"golden  age".  In  fact,  in  die 
fourth  quarter  of  199S,  the 
national  accounts  measure  of 
corporate  profits  as  a  share  of 
GDP  was  very  dose  to  die 
1960-95  average  (represented 
as  100  in  the  chart).  Even 
assuming  that  profits  grew  by 
a  further  15  to  20  per  cent  this 
year.  America’s  profit  share 
would  be  in  the  lower  half  of 
the  range  that  prevailed  in  the 
1960s.  There  seems  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  this  profit 
share  of  between  9  and  10  per 
cent  of  GDP  will  be  unsustain¬ 
able. 

Looking  at  the  lower  chart 
suggests  some  reasons  for  such 
optimism.  While  it  is  true  that 
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the  share  of  wages  and  salaries 
in  US  national  income  has 
fallen  sharply  since  1970.  there 
are  several  consolations  for 
American  workers. 

First  there  is  the  widening 
gap  between  the  two  lines  in 
this  chart.  The  lower  line, 
which  represents  cash  wages 
and  salaries  has  been  falling. 
But  the  upper  line,  which  takes 
into  account  non-cash  compen¬ 
sation,  including  pension  con¬ 
tributions  and  health  insur¬ 
ance  costs,  has  remained  fairly 
stable  since  the  late  1960s  and 
is  still  somewhat  higher  than  it 
was  until  1966.  Much  of  the 
apparent  fall  in  US  wages 
simply  reflects  the  sharp  rise  in 
non-wage  employment  costs, 
above  all  on  health  care. 

Health  spending  now 
absorbs  13  per  cent  of  Ameri¬ 


ca's  GDP  and  more  than  a 
third  of  this  is  financed  by 
employers'  insurance  pay¬ 
ments.  To  a  large  extent 
therefore,  the  disappointing 
growth  in  American  workers' 
living  standards  can  be 
blamed  simply  an  the  spiral¬ 
ling  cost  of  America’s  astonish¬ 
ingly  inefficient  insurance- 
based  private  health  system 
(which  some  Tories  are  so 
anxious  to  imitate),  If  America 
had  a  national  health  service 
as  efficient  as  Britain's,  its 
workers  could  have  received  6 
per  cent  more  of  GDP  in  wages 
—  equivalent  to  a  real  pay 
increase  of  13  per  cent  taking 
the  wage  share  of  GDP  well 
above  its  1970  peak. 

The  charts  also  shows  that 
the  big  decline  in  the  wage 
share  occurred  after  1970  and 
was  over  by  1962.  It  is  true,  of 
course,  that  28  million  more 
Americans  are  working  now 
than  in  the  1980s  so  that  wages 
per  worker  have  continued  to 
Jag  behind  the  growth  of  GDP. 

I  do  not  believe  for  a 'moment 
in  the  monetarist  or  “classical” 
theory  of  the  labour  market, 
which  insists  that  lower  wages 
are  a  necessary  and  sufficient 
condition  to  restore  full  em¬ 
ployment.  But  it  is  undeniable, 
simply  as  a  matter  of  arithmet¬ 
ic,  that  if  an  economy  creates 
jobs  for  growing  numbers  of 
relatively  unskilled  workers 
(including  many  millions  of 
immigrants  and  women  who 
were  previously  not  in  the 
labour  market),  then  average 
real  wages  cannot  grow  as 
rapidly  as  GDP-  This  will  be 
true  particularly  if  the  econom¬ 
ic  structure  tries  to  preserve  the 
shares  of  profits,  rents,  pen¬ 
sions  and  other  forms  of 
income. 

This  leads  to  a  third  consola¬ 
tion  for  American  workers  — 
and  perhaps  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  reason  why  they  are  not  as 
disgruntled  as  some  of  the 
crude  statistics  an  real  wages 
would  imply-  While  average 


real  wages  have  indeed  fallen 
slightly  and  the  distribution  of 
income  has  dramatically  wid¬ 
ened,  these  statistics  do  not 
accurately  reflect  what  has 
happened  to  individual  Ameri¬ 
cans.  The  poor  may  be  getting 
poorer.  A  number  of  recent 
studies  tracking  the  incomes  of 
individual  households  have 
shown  that  most  poor  Ameri¬ 
cans  move  up  the  income 
distribution  quite  rapidly  as 
soon  as  they  find  work.  For 
example,  a  study  recently  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  of  Dallas  looked  at 
American  families  who  were 
among  the  poorest  20  per  cent 
of  the  income  distribution  in 
1971.  It  found  that  only  5.1  per 
cent  of  these  people  were  still 
among  the  poorest  16  years 
later.  In  fact,  two  thirds  of 
'these  people  had  graduated 
into  the  top  half  of  income 
distribution  by  1991. 

America,  it  seems,  remained 
a  land  of  opportunity  even 
during  the  miserable  1970s  and 
1980s.  I  suspect  it  could  do  a 
great  deal  better  in  the  years 
ahead. 


Potent  products 
that  lost  their 
pulling  power 

Martin  Waller  mourns  the  passing  of 
Seventies  items  now  branded  as  failures 


It  is  a  Saturday  evening 
in  the  early  1970s.  The 
scene  is  a  teenage  party. 

In  the  living  room.  Slade 
bellow  and  couples  twitch 
and  grape.  On  the  kitchen 
table  are  two  bottles  of 
Hirondelle,  one  almost  emp¬ 
ty.  a  Party  Seven,  opened  a 
Party  Four,  unopened,  and  a 
scattering  of  cans  of  Colt  45 
and  Double  Diamond. 

Now  it  is  the  1990s.  Many 
of  the  couples  have  teenage 
gropers  of  their  own.  Slade 
are  somewhere  on  the  reviv¬ 
al  circuit,  but  none  of  the 
drinks  has  managed  the 
same  degree  of  longevity. 

Hirondelle  was  a  bland 
and  blended  wine,  and  Par¬ 
ty  Fours  and  Sevens  were 
undistinguished  gassy  cans 
of  bitter  so  named  for  the 
number  of  pints  they  con¬ 
tained.  Double  Diamond 
was  a  keg  bitter,  quite  dread¬ 
ful  but  still  available  in  a  few 
places.  Colt  45  was  probably 
some  kind  of  beer,  although 
h  would  have  taken  a  foren¬ 
sic  scientist  to  prove  ft. 

There  is  nothing  quite  so 
nostalgic,  or  so  dispiriting, 
as  those  products  we  knew 
from  oar  youth,  and  then- 

associated  _ 

catch-phrases 

and  jingle,  Brands  that  try 

now  gone  the 

way  of  the  to  be  all  things 
and3  h°th?  to  everybody  are 

*£*£%>  hard  to  sustain 

catch-phrase 

became  its  curse.  Order  it  at 
the  public  bar  and  a  wit 
would  mimic  “I’d  La-a-ave  a 
Babycham"  in  a  false  Essex 
Girl  accent  The  demise  of 
the  keg  bitter.  Red  Barrel, 
was  hastened  by  five  min¬ 
utes  of  weU-aimed  sadism 
from  the  Monty  Python 
team  —  "...  and  their 
Watney"s  Red  Barrel." 

Paul  Stobart  at  Inter¬ 
brand.  a  specialist  consul¬ 
tancy.  thinks  that  .properties 
such  as  Double  Diamond 
may  not  be  worthless. 

“There  are  a  whole  range  of 
perceptions  of  Double  Dia¬ 
mond  —  you  can  see  the 
logo,  you  can  still  hear  the 
jingle,”  he  says.  “It  is  about 
understanding  the  brand 
and  how  It  ought  to  be 
positioned  to  its  target  mar¬ 
ket  Brands  that  try  to  be  all 
things  to  everybody  are  very 
hard  to  sustain.” 

The  demise  of  Red  Barrel 
and  Babycham  came  weD 
before  accountants  allowed 
companies  to  take  brands  on 
to  balance  sheets,  therefore 
assuring  shareholders  that 
such  intangible  assets  had 
some  assessable  worth  in 
the  real  world.  The  inevita¬ 


ble  lesson  (o  be  drawn  is  that 
some  of  the  brands  with 
firm  values  now  will  become 
worthless. 

Andy  Nash,  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  Matthew  Clark 
Taunton,  one  of  the  drinks 
industry's  biggest  distribu¬ 
tors.  insists:  “Experience 
tells  us  that  a  strong,  well- 
entrenched  brand  should  be 
there  for  the  long  haul  if  it's 
managed  very  carefully.” 
He  points  to  the  Chicago 
Business  School  study  that 
showed  the  leading  brand 
names  of  the  1920s  were  still 
around  60  years  later. 

But  it  is  in  the  so-called  B 
brands,  the  middle  layer 
that  are  neither  cheap  and 
cheerful  nor.  to  echo  a 
successful  campaign  of  re¬ 
cent  years,  “reassuringly  ex¬ 
pensive”,  that  the  real 
slaughter  has  taken  place. 
They  have  been  killed  by  the 
big  supermarkets,  which 
find  shelf  space  for  the 
brand  leaders  and  for  their  ! 
own-label  products.  There  is 
no  space  for  also-rans. 

David  Scotland,  president 
for  Europe  at  Allied 
Domecq’s  spirits  and  wine 
business,  which  owns  Cana- 
dian  Club 
and 

that  try  Ballantine’s 

whiskies,  is 
things  scathing 

_ ,  ___  about  his  in- 

ody  are  dustry*s  rdi- 

lustain  ance  J*” 

names  that 
have  lost 
their  lustre:  “People  in  my 
industry  could  have  a  pretty 
comfortable  life  because  B 
brands  were  still  selling.” 

Allied  is  having  success 
selling  Scotch  to  young  con¬ 
sumers  in  Spain  and  Swe¬ 
den,  who  are  turning 

against  their  parents'  tipple. 
But  in  Britain.  Scotch  drink 
ing  is  in  managed  decline, 
consumption  falling  at 
about  2  per  cent  a  year,  in 
spite  of  the  growing  popu¬ 
larity  of  expensive  single 
malts.  The  culprit,  says  Mr 
Scotland,  is  the  industry's 
reliance  on  its  traditional 
tartan  image.  “Scottish  val¬ 
ues  are  not  going  to  make 
whisky  interesting  to  young 
people.” 

On  the  Continent,  wine 
drinking  is  failing  in  France 
and  Italy,  increasingly  re¬ 
placed  by  imported  spirits. 
In  France,  Pernod  is  in 
decline;  in  Germany, 
schnapps  is  less  favoured. 
Even  in  Russia  the  emerg¬ 
ing  properous  classes  are 
turning  their  backs  on  vod¬ 
ka  —  and  Russian  society 
once  ran  on  vodka  just  as 
teenage  parties  were  fuelled 
by  Double  Diamond. 


Simplification  of  law  on  small  businesses  is  overdue  Agreeing  terms 


From  Mr  Des  Keenan 

Sir,  It  would  be  a  pity  if  Mr 
Hesel  tine's  excellent  proposals 
regarding  the  simplificotfon  of 
law  concerning  small  busi¬ 
nesses  were  to  ne  drowned  by 
waves  of  synthetic  outrage 
from  interested  parties. 

A  careful  look  at  the  accu¬ 
mulated  “rights  of  labour” 
and  the  corresponding  “duties 
of  employers"  is  long  overdue. 

About  1870  the  traditional 
"master  and  servant"  legisla¬ 
tion  with  all  its  feudal  over¬ 
tones  was  swept  away,  and 
replaced  by  “employer  and 
employee"  legislation  based 
on  the  simple  contract 

But  in  fact  the  simple  con¬ 
tract  agreed  by  both  parties, 
and  terminable  by  both  par¬ 
ties  according  to  the  ferm  ot 
the  contract,  was  not  put  in 
force,  or  not  .for  long.  Shops 
Acts.  Factory  Acts.  Workers 
Compensation  Acts  and  Em¬ 
ployers’  Liability  Acts.  Em¬ 
ployment  of  Children  Acts. 
Workers'  Insurance  A as, 
PAYE  Acts,  and  VAT  Acts 


were  added  (not  to  mention 
decisions  of  various  European 
courts).  Other  workers' 
“rights”  such  as  a  "right"  to 
redundancy  compensation 
even  for  hourly  workers  and 
members  of  the  Armed  Ser¬ 
vices  crept  in. 

It  was  of  course  always  the 
aim  of  organised  labour  and 
its  parliamentary  representa¬ 
tives  to  screw  as  much  cash 
and  benefits  from  the  bosses 
as  possible.  The  employers  too 
could  offer  inducements.  We 
end  up  with  a  mass  of  legisla¬ 
tion,  and  of  customary 
practice. 

Who  should  pay  for  toilets 
for  the  workers?  Who  for  staff 
canteens?  Who  for  protective 
gear?  Who  for  wet-weather 
gear?  Who  for  illness?  Who  for 
maternity?  When  should  the 
state  pay?  When  should  the 
employer?  Can  an  hourly-paid 
winker  be  unfairly  dismissed? 
Should  every  employer  have  a 
little  booklet  stating  the  terms 
of  contract  and  employment 
and  be  obliged  to  give  a  copy 
of  this  to  every  employee,  even 


to  those  sent  round  just  to 
gather  the  potatoes?  Do  these 
laws  and  practices  create 
“rights"?  Are  these  rights  en¬ 
forceable  in  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights?  If 
they  are  only  created  by 
statute  can  they  be  removed  by 
statute? 

I  am  a  self-employed  per¬ 
son.  I  make  an  agreement 
with  my  customers/employers 
regarding  price.  I  do  the  job: 
he  pays  me.  If  I  don't  like  die 
job.  I  don't  do  it  I  rather  fancy 
this  is  closer  to  the  idea  of  the 
legislators  in  the  1870s  than 
what  we  ended  up  with  now. 
Yours  faithfully, 

DES  KEENAN, 

129  Bluebird  Walk. 

Chalk  Hill  Road, 

Wembley  Park, 

Middlesex. 


Letters  to  the 
Business  and  Finance 
section  of  The  Times 
can  be  sent 
fay  fax  on 
0171-782  5112. 


Agreeing  terms 
with  Lloyd’s 

From  R.  N.  Bowes 

Sir,  Your  columns  have  re¬ 
cently  contained  a  number  of 
letters  from  members  of 
Lloyd’s  dissatisfied  with  the 
progress  towards  settlement 
It  is  unfortunate  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people,  have  been 
severely  damaged  by  their 
membership  of  Lloyd's,  but  I 
would  not  like  your  readers  to 
think  that  many  names  will 
not  support  Lloyd's  in  their 
settlement  suggestions.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  the  number  in  favour 
of  settlement  will  constitute  a 
large  majority.  It  is  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  the  loudest  noise  is 
made  by  a  relatively  small 
number  of  people,  many  of 
whom  are  also  fully  capable  of 
meeting  their  liabilities. 

Yours  faithfully. 

RN  BOWES. 

Fairacre, 

Enton. 

Godaiming, 

Surrey. 


A  Merchant  Investors  pension,  is  an 
easy,  convenient  and flexible  pension. 

The  charges  are  low. 

Invest  what  you  want,  when 
you  want 

Pay  no  commission  when 
youbuydirect 

No  sales  person 
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Strong  rise 
in  profits 
lifts  shares 
in  Wassail 


BRYAN  COLTON 


By  Alasdair  Murray 


SHARES  in  Wassail,  the  di¬ 
versified  industrial  company, 
climbed  I0p  to  287p  after  the 
company  revealed  a  32  per 
cent  increase  in  full-year  prof¬ 
its  before  exceptional  items  to 
£55. 1  million,  and  predicted 
further  progress  this  year. 

Wassail  was  boosted  by  a 
strong  performance  from  its 
General  Cable  subsidiary, 
where  profits  doubled  to  £36 
million.  But  both  DAP.  the 
DIY  business,  and  the  clo¬ 
sures  division  suffered  from 
an  increase  in  raw  materia] 
prices. 

The  company  said  that 
following  a  decline  in  raw 
material  prices  this  year  it 
was  confident  of  an  im- 

Tumround 
for  Usbome 

Usbome,  the  agricultural 
services  group  whose 
chairman  is  Lord  Parkin¬ 
son.  has  returned  to  profit. 

The  company  earned 
£325.000  before  tax  in  the 
half  year  to  December  31. 
compared  with  losses  of 
£438,000  previously.  Earn¬ 
ings  were  0.76p  a  share 
p.97p  loss).  There  ts  again 
no  interim  dividend. 

Brandon  advance  ' 

Brandon  Hire,  the  tool  1 
hire  company  based  in 
Bristol  lifted  1995  pretax 
profits  to  £15  million 
(£716,000).  Acquisitions 
contributed  £352.000  to 
total  operating  profits  of 
£1.8  million.  Adjusted 
earnings  rose  to  8p  a  share 
from  4-8p.  Hie  total  divi¬ 
dend  rises  to  2^5p  a  share 
from  1.7p. 

Beauford  ahead 

Beauford,  the  ceramics 
and  engineering  group, 
lifted  pre-tax  profits  30  per 
cent  to  £2  million  in  1995 
on  turnover  up  23  per  cent 
to  £41.1  million.  Adjusted 
earnings  were  3.87p  (3iGp) 
a  share.  There  is  a  final 
dividend  of  0.4p  (025p). 


proved  performance  from  the 
two  divisions. 

Wassail  was  also  optimistic 
about  its  70  per  cent  interest  in 
Singapore-listed  WassaU  Asia 
Pacific,  which  was  acquired 
for  £18.4  million  in  November, 
saying  that  it  provided  an 
exciting  entry  into  the  fast¬ 
growing  Asian  economies. 

Underlying  profit  before  tax 
and  exceptional  items,  which 
exdudes  a  E4.4  million  profit 
from  favourable  copper  prices, 
rose  42  per  cent  to  £50.7  million. 
Overall,  sales  increased  by 
more  than  50  per  cent  to  £970 
million.  The  total  dividend  was 
raised  by  34  per  cent  to  55p, 
with  a  final  dividend  of  3.95p 
(2.95p)  payable  on  May  17. 

Profits  at  DAP  suffered 
from  what  the  company 
described  as  the  most  difficult 
market  conditions  for  five 
years,  falling  23  per  cenr  to 
£10.4  million.  The  closures 
division  was  also  hit  by  a  large 
increase  in  raw  material 
prices  and  in  spite  of  a  growth 
in  sales,  profits  were  fiat  at 
EL2.7  million. 

Wassail  finished  die  year 
with  gearing  at  29  per  cent  and 
interest  cover  at  more  than  ten 
times.  The  company  said  that 
it  would  invest  heavily  this 
year  and  would  also  consider 
further  acquisitions,  but  antic¬ 
ipated  a  reduction  in  borrow¬ 
ing  over  the  year. 

Wassail  said  thai  the  profit 
increase  at  General  Cable  had 
resulted  in  (he  company  meeting 
targets  set  when  the  subsidiary 
was  bought  in  1994.  well  ahead 
of  schedule.  Margins  increased 
to  4.6  per  cent  while  turnover 
grew  by  90  per  cent  to  £672 
million,  boosted  by  strong  de¬ 
mand  for  low-voltage  able. 
WassaU  added  that  it  was  confi¬ 
dent  of  making  further  progress 
this  year  through  a  series  of 
long-term  contracts  for  low- 
voltage  wire  and  strong  demand 
for  datacom  wire. 

The  industrial  and  commer¬ 
cial  division  achieved  a  mixed 
performance,  with  profits 
growing  from  £0.9  million  to 
£29  rrulion,  although  the  of¬ 
fice  furniture  businesses  suf¬ 
fered  from  a  sluggish  market. 


Tempos,  page  28 


Bernard  Matthews  said  it  is  too  early  to  judge  if  the  price  rise  wiQ  hit  sales 

Matthews  outlook  uncertain 


BERNARD  MATTHEWS, 
toe  poultry  and  meat  process¬ 
ing  group,  yesterday  revealed 
It  had  raised  prices  for  the 
first  time  in  several  years  to 
counter  the  impact  of  sharply 
higher  raw  material  costs 
(Sarah  Bagnall  writes). 

The  inability  to  predict  the 
success  in  recovering  the  in¬ 


creased  costs,  together  with 
start-up  costs  of  two  new 
factories,  prompted  the  com¬ 
pany  to  tell  shareholders  the 
outlook  for  the  first  half  of 
1996  was  uncertain.  Bernard 
Matthews,  chairman,  said 
“After  Christmas  we  in¬ 
creased  prices  by  about  5  per 
cent  overall.  So  far  so  good. 


but  it  is  too  early  to  say  what 
the  impact  will  be  on  rales." 

-  The  news  came  as  the 
company  revealed  static  pre¬ 
tax  profits  of  £18.7  miftion  on 
sales  up  65  per  cent  at  £302 
million  in  the  year  to  Decem¬ 
ber  31.  A  2p  final  makes  a 
3_39p  total  year's  dividend,  up 
from  3.14p.  payable  on  May  3. 


Rethink 
on  joint 
venture 
accounts 

By  Graham  Searieant 

THE  Accounting  Standards 
Board  has  bowed  to  business 
opinion  and  abandoned  a 
proposal  to  treat  associate 
companies  and  joint  ventures 
as  a  single  category  of  strate¬ 
gic  alliance.  Instead,  the  board 
has  introduced  two  new  con¬ 
cepts  of  joint  ventures,  accord¬ 
ing  to  whether  the  venture 
operates  as  a  single  concern, 
or  is  just  an  umbrella  body  for 
partner  companies*  interests. 

Sir  David  Tweed  ie,  the 
board's  chairman,  said  that 
joint  ventures  were  becoming 
much  more  common  and  com¬ 
panies  had  not  previously  had 
clear  accounting  rules  to  deal 
with  them. 

Proposals  in  an  early  dis¬ 
cussion  paper,  which  railed 
for  much  more  detailed  disclo¬ 
sure  of  foe  results  of  associates 
have  also  been  scaled  back  to 
ease  potential  burdens  on 
business.  The  board  now  asks 
only  for  aggregate  figures. 

Companies  will,  however, 
no  longer  have  such  scope  to 
massage  their  accounts. 
Under  FRED  1 1,  foe  draft  for  a 
new  accounting  standard  on 
associates  and  joint  ventures, 
definitions  of  associates  will  be 
tightened  up. 

The  board  aims  to  ensure 
that  a  company  can  only 
account  its  share  of  profits  in 
future  if  it  exercises  significant 
permanent  influence  as  well 
as  controlling  a  fifth  of  a 
supposed  associate  company. 

The  proposals  will  make  life 
easier  for  venture  capital  com¬ 
panies.  Joint  ventures  will 
normally  be  equity  accounted. 
But  if  the  operations  and 
assets  of  each  company  in  the 
joint  venture  are  essentially 
separate,  their  interest  will  be 
consolidated  in  their  own  ac¬ 
counts.  as  if  it  were  part  of 
their  business.  The  board  is 
asking  for  comments  on  its 
exposure  draft  by  June  28. 

Pennington,  page  27 


European  recovery  lifts  Blenheim 


RECOVERY  in  the  UK  France  and 
Germany  helped  Blenheim,  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  organiser,  to  a  175  per  cent  increase 
in  pretax  profits  to  05.6  million  last  year 
(Patricia  Tehan  writes). 

France  was  the  biggest  profit  contribu¬ 
tor,  with  an  increase  of  46  per  cent  to 
E14J  million.  UK  profits  rose  50  per  cent 
to  E7.2  million  and  in  Germany  there  was 
a  55  per  cent  rise  to  £6.2  million.  All  force 


benefited  from  cost-cutting  and  restruc¬ 
turing  measures  in  1994.  The  only  black 
spot  was  the  US  where,  said  Neville 
Buch.  the  chairman,  foe  company  suf¬ 
fered  from  competitive  pressures. 

Mr  Buch  sounded  a  note  of  warning 
about  prospects  for  the  current  year.  He 
said  the  exhibition  business  tends  to  trail 
GDP  by  12  or  18  months  and  “there  are 
indications  of  a  slowdown  in  GDP  in 


France  and  Germany”.  Blenheim’s  prof¬ 
its  were  strode  after  charging  £1-8  million 
in  restructuring  costs. 

The  dividend  for  the  year  has  been 
increased  from  1035p  to  I05p.  covered  by 
earnings  of  20.7p.  up  38  per  cent  Mr 
Buch  said  the  firm  was  concentrating  on 
having  dividend  cover  of  two  times,  in 
line  with  the  sector.  The  final  payment  of 
7p  is  due  on  July  5. 


Results  warning 
at  Newman  Tonks 

NEWMAN  TONKS,  the  architectural  products  supplier  to 
the  building  industry,  warned  shareholders  that  the  cost  of 
further  rationalisation  implemented  as  a  result  of  continuing 
poor  UK  trading  conditions  would  have  an  adverse  effect  on 
first-half  results.  The  company  said  that  after  the  £30  million 
acquisition  of  Dor-O-Matic  in  February.  Amenta  was  its 
most  profitable  single  market. 

The  company  reported  1995  profits  of  £27.2  million  before 
tax,  which  included  an  exceptional  profit  on  disposals  of  £10.1 
million.  Profits  in  1994  were  E20.2  million.  Earnings, 
excluding  the  exceptional  profit,  were  down  20  per  cent  at 
8.4Sp  a  share  (!0.65p).  The  total  dividend  rises  to  6.9p  a  share . 
from  6.75p,  with  a  final  4p.  The  shares  fell  5p  to  120p. 
Christopher  Hughes,  chairman,  said  UK  results  were 
severely  affected  by  a  downturn  in  the  market  from  the 
second  quarter. 

CRH  expands  in  US 

CRH.  foe  building  materials  group,  has  acquired  Jack  B 
Parson,  an  American  aggregates,  asphalt  and  paving 
company  based  in  Utah,  for  $S7  million.  Parson  will  become 
part  of  Oldcastle,  CRH's  US  holding  company.  The  enlarged 
group  will  have  more  than  100  operating  locations  in  ten 
states.  Annual  output  will  include  18  million  tonnes  of 
aggregates;  annual  sales  will  be  about  $450  million.  In  1995 
Parson  made  profits  of  $15  million  on  sales  of  $109  million. 

Keller  increases  payout 

KELLER  GROUP,  the  ground  engineering  specialist.  lifted 
profits  19  per  rent  in  1995,  relying  almost  entirely  on  organic 
growth.  Profits  were  £11.2  million  before  tax  (£9.4  million)  while 
adjusted  earnings  rose  to  H.7p  (103p).  The  total  dividend  is 
increased  10  per  cent  to  5.3p.  with  a  final  foreign  income 
dividend  of  355p  a  share.  The  company  said  there  was  an 
excellent  performance  by  North  American  operations  while  UK 
results  improved  against  the  trend  in  foe  construction  industry. 

Devro  advances  7% 

DEVRO  INTERNATIONAL,  the  sausage  skin  maker,  has 
unveiled  a  7  per  cent  pre-tax  profits  rise  to  E3I.2  million  last 
year.  The  company  said  that  as  of  December  4  last  year, 
Devro  America  had  been  treated  as  a  discontinued  business 
and  foe  profit  and  loss  account  indudes  the  results  of  foal 
business  up  until  then.  Integration  of  Teepak  in  foe  US  will 
cost  £10  million,  the  company  said.  The  dividend  for  foe  year  , 
is  7.7p  (7.05p)  with  the  final  payment  of  5.lp  due  on  May  23. 

Evans  Halshaw  flat 

EVANS  HALSHAW.  the  multifranchise  motor  distribution 
group,  said  the  continuing  downward  trend  in  car  purchasing 
by  the  retail  sector  still  gave  cause  for  concern,  although  the 
company  was  trading  ahead  of  the  market  Pre-tax  profits  were 
almost  unchanged  at  £116  million  (£135  million),  despite  a  rise 
in  turnover  to  £834.8  million  (£668.7  million).  Earnings  were 
28 5p  a  share  (34.2p).  The  total  dividend  is  I65p  a  share  (15p), 
with  a  final  of  lip,  due  on  May  11. 

Symonds  buys  for  £llm 

SYMONDS  ENGINEERING  is  acquiring  Zlin,  a  manufac¬ 
turer  of  printed  circuit  boards,  for  £11.5  million.  The  i 
acquisition  is  being  funded  through  a  placing  and  open  offer  1 
of  new  shares,  raising  £115  million.  New  shares  are  being 
issued  at  50p.  Existing  shares  were  suspended  at  6lp  yester¬ 
day.  Last  year  Zlin  earned  profits  £1.98  million  before  tax  on 
turnover  of  £6.7  million.  Symonds  has  forecast  profits  before 
tax  of  not  less  than  £1.4  million  for  the  year  to  March  31. 


Future  of  the  UK  profession 


It  is  time  to  recognise  that  the 
ideology  of  the  Eighties  was 
flawed,  says  Nod  Hepworth 


Just  what  is  the  future 
relationship  to  be  be¬ 
tween  the  different  UK 
accountancy  bodies?  On 
foe  answer  to  (hat  question 
will  depend  foe  future  role  of 
the  accountancy  dub,  the  Con¬ 
sultative  Committee  of  Ac¬ 
countancy  Bodies  (CCAB). 
Mergers,  given  foe  latest  fail¬ 
ure  between  the  Chartered 
Institute  of  Management  Ac¬ 
countants  and  foe  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  in 
England  and  Wales,  are  dear¬ 
ly  off  foe  agenda.  The  unique¬ 
ness  of  foe  British  profession 
—  its  strength  and  diversity  — 
therefore  comes  io  foe  fore. 
Can  it  be  maintained? 

The  ideology  of  the  1980s 
sought  to  leach  us  that  success 
depends  upon  competition. 
The  1990s  have  started  to  show 
the  significant  flaws  in  that 
ideology.  What  emerged  in  the 
profession  in  the  19&)s.  accen¬ 
tuated  by  foe  recession  in  the 
1990s.  was  full-bloodied  com¬ 
petition  between  foe  accoun¬ 
tancy  bodies  with  the  publicly 
unstated  (but  privately  stated) 
aim  of  reducing  foe  number  of 
accountancy  bodies  by  com¬ 
petitive  action. 

No  wonder  relationships  be¬ 
tween  foe  bodies  deteriorated 
and  if  became  difficult  to 
achieve  any  sort  of  agreement 
about  foe  way  forward.  To 
adapt  Clauswitz.  negotiations 


Whistle-blower 
true  and  fair 

ON  Saturday.  75,000  people 
are  arguing  about  your  every 
decision.  On  Monday  morn¬ 
ing.  you  are  back  sorting  out  a 
tax  query  or  two.  Welcome  to 
the  world  of  Eddie  Murray, 
foe  Scots  chartered  accountant 
who  made  his  international 
debut  as  a  referee  in  last 
Saturday’s  England-Ireland 
rugby  match  at  Twickenham. 
He  enjoyed  foe  game,  "once 


became  foe  pursuit  of  foe 
removal  of  a  competitor  by 
other  means.  Has  tile  profes¬ 
sion  recognised  the  flaws  in 
that  ideology? 

If  foe  accountancy  bodies 
continue  to  follow  foe  argu¬ 
ment  that  competition  pro¬ 
duces  foe  best  decisions,  then 
that  will  determine  the  role  of 
foe  accountancy  club.  At  best  it 
will  not  be  able  to  became 
more  than  a  trade  association, 
which  will  have  no  real  func¬ 
tion  except  that  of  any  other 
trade  association  —  to  protect 
the  collective  interest. 

The  result  will  be  that  the 
individual  bodies  will  contin¬ 
ue  to  pour  their  own  members' 
resources  into  the  competitive 
fight  with  each  other.  Trust, 
which  is  so  essential  to  collec¬ 
tive  action,  will  continue  to 
diminish  and  foe  complaints 
about  unfair  competition  and 
a  lowering  of  standards  will 
remain. 

The  CCAB  will  be  in  no 
position  to  manage  relation¬ 
ships.  or  to  encourage  a  gener¬ 
al  shift  to  higher  standards, 
because  agreement  will  only 
be  possible  if  competitive  pos¬ 
itions  are  nor  affected.  In 
practice,  agreement  will  only 
occur  on  those  issues  foal  do 
not  affect  the  ability  of  foe 
bodies  to  compete  for  student 
numbers.  The  profession,  as  a 
result,  risks  becoming  increas- 


Noel  Hepworth  calls  for  trust  to  achieve  co-operation 


ingly  vulnerable  to  criticism.  It 
will  not  be  able  to  focus  upon 
those  issues  which  really  do 
threaten  it,  from  foe  alienation 
of  members  to  a  failure  to 
measure  up  to  the  demands  of 
foe  global  economy. 

If.  however,  the  accountancy 
bodies  were  prepared  to  see 
that  the  future  lies  through  co¬ 
operation  arid  a  profession 
that  is  strong  and  diversified. 


then  the  role  of  the  accountan- 
'  cy  dub  will  be  different. 

To  achieve  co-operation  re¬ 
quires  a  rebuilding  of  trust 
(always  very  hard  to  do  and  so 
easy  to  destroyj.  The  role  of  the 
CCAB  would  then  be  to  secure 
the  active  development  of  the 
profession  as  a  whole,  chivvy¬ 
ing  the  weaker  or  recalcitrant 
to  match  foe  success  of  the 
best,  or  the  profession  as  a 


ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 


I’d  stopped  shaking”  and  re¬ 
ported  thai  "you  can  hardly 
hear  yourself  think"  amid  the 
roaring  of  the  crowd.  But  as  a 
partner  in  a  small  firm  in 
Greenock  on  foe  Firth  of  Clyde 
it  is  quiet  enough  for  the  rest  of 
his  week.  His  first  call  as  a 
referee  was  in  1981.  "I  was  in 
foe  Greenock  Wanderers  bar 
and  they  said  they  were  short 
of  a  referee  and  would  I  do  it." 


Win  some... 

SOMETIMES  you  cant  win. 
Last  Friday,  the  English  ICA 
announced  foal  it  had  become 
the  first  professional  body  to 
win  an  Investors  in  Pfeople 
award,  the  Government’s 
training  standard.  But  on  foe 
same  day,  an  independent  re¬ 
port  said  that  the  scheme  was 
reckoned  to  be  loo  complex. 


poorly  marketed  and  bureau¬ 
cratic.  Just  what  members 
sometimes  say  of  the  institute. 

Tail-ender 

FOR  the  sedentary  cricketer 
who  prefers  to  get  into  trim  for 
the  summer  season  with  a  ses¬ 
sion  on  the  Net  —  rather  than 
in  the  nets  —  Coopers  & 
Lybrand  has  provided  some 


whole  to  match  the  changing 
needs  of  foe  marketplace. 

The  role  of  the  CCAB  then  is 
the  management  of  the  profes¬ 
sion  as  a  whole,  including  an 
ability  to  require  member 
bodies  to  take  remedial  actions 
when  appropriate.  For  that,  all 
members  need  to  have  trust  in 
its  independent  judgement 

None  of  this  will  be  easy.  It 
will  mean  sacrificing  the  sa¬ 
cred  cow  of  competition  on  the 
altar  of  cooperation.  It  will 
mean  rethinking  the  whole 
structure  of  foe  CCAB. 
because  it  would  have  a  new 
managerial  role. 

We  have  experimented  with 
competition  within  the  profes¬ 
sion.  Can  we  not  admit  it  has 
failed  us?  In  foe  next  few 
months  foe  profession  ought 
to  address  the  implications. 

It  will  not  be  easy  because 
trust  is  laddng.  But  we  should 
try.  New  institutions  to  man¬ 
age  the  profession  will  cost  a 
lot  more  money,  as  will  pro¬ 
posals  to  reform  regulation 
and  the  setting  of  auditing 
standards.  Members  will  not 
•want  to  pay  because  they  see 
no  benefit  to  them.  Yet  substi¬ 
tuting  co-operation  for  compe¬ 
tition  should  work  wonders 
for  marketing  budgets. 

The  reality  is  that  foe  pessi¬ 
mistic  scenario  will  emerge: 
cosmetic  adjustments  to  rela¬ 
tionships  with  no  substantive 
shifts  in  position.  How  can 
trust  be  rebuilt  in  such 
circumstances? 

Noel  Hepworth  is  Director  of 
the  Chartered  Institute  of 
Public  Finance  and  Accoun¬ 
tancy  (Cipfa). 


entertainment.  As  sponsor  of 
the  world  cricket  ratings,  ft  is 
holding  a  ballot  for  the  best 
player  of  the  year.  The  nomi¬ 
nations  fail  to  include  a  single 
England  player  and  foe  web 
address  is  longer  than  the 
names  of  the  Sri  Lankan  team 
put  together,  but  they  promise 
to  update  the  voting  figures  on 
the  site.  Vote  by  next  Eriday  an 
http://www.coopers.ca.uk/ 
cricket  ratings/competition/ 
index.htm. 


Forget  the  bonfire 
of  regulations 


MOST  accountants  in  practice  never  advise  or  propriate  mix  of  sfc?lk.  or  failure  to  delegate 
audit  the  ICIs  of  this  world.  And  they  wouldn't  managerial  responsibility",  “poor  operations 
know  what  to  do  if  they  did.  Instead,  they  look  management",  “lack  of  family  succession", 
after  foe  heartiand  of  the  economy  —  small  and,  most  damning  of  all,  "a  weak  business 
and  medmm-stzed  enterprises  (SMEs).  These  concept  and  a  lack  of  planning". 


after  foe  heartland  of  foe  economy  —  small 
and  medhimstzed  enterprises  (SMEs).  These 
are  foe  startups,  the  family-owned  companies, 
foe  owner-managed  enterprises.  Or  they  are 
known  by  their  other  generic  name  —  trouble. 

This  is  foe  world  at  which  afl  foe  Govem- 


The  important  point  about  all  those  reas¬ 
ons  for  failure  is  foal  none  of  them  are  tech¬ 
nical  They  are  all  human  failings.  The  coll¬ 
apse  of  foe  businesses  was  not  because  of  the 
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menrs  many  wars  on  red  tape,  its  efforts  to  lift  wrong  sort  of  overdraft  or  the  wrong  sort  of 

th  e  burden  SOn  business,  a  HP  a  imiYi  Thteicrho  — i  n  nn, 


toe  burdens  on  business,  are  aimed.  This  is  the 
world  where,  in  the  popular  view,  small  comp¬ 
anies  are  crippled  by  late-paying  behemoths, 
brought  low  by  stingy  and  uncaring  banks, 
balked  at  every  stage  by  unfair  distribution 
systems  and  crippled  by  foe  bureaucracy  and 
cost  of  being  forced  to  have  a  statutory  audit 
The  truth  tends  to  be  the  opposite,  however 
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accounting  standard.  It  was  simply  because 
foe  senior  management  was  not  up  to  foe  job, 
or  simply  didn't  do  it.  Binder’s  report  backs 
this  up.  “Specifically,  our  research  showed 
that  company  growth  is  more  often  determ¬ 
ined  by  internal  factors  than  by  foe  external 
business  environment,”  it  said.  The  research 
found,  for  example,  that  “internal  factors 
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uncomfortable  it  is  for  the  myth  of  the  beteag-  hostile  towards  growth  (eg,  lade  of  innova- 
umed  small  businessperson.  Two  reports  bear  tion.  fear  of  diluting  ownership,  or  aversion 
this  out  The  first.  Thu  Fnil-  j _ _ _ _ I 


this  out  The  first  The  Fail¬ 
ure  of  Owner-Managed 
Businesses,  was  written  by  a 
team  at  Imperial  College’s 
management  school  and 
sponsored  by  BDO  Stoy 
Hayward,  and  foe  English 
ICA’s  excellent  research 
board.  The  second,  publish¬ 
ed  this  week.  The  1996  Pulse 
Survey,  is  by  a  team  at  the 
London  Business  School, 
sponsored  by  Binder  Ham- 
lyrt  Both  show  that  when 
SMEs  _  complain  that  foe 
world  is  against  them,  they 
are  usually  complaining 
about  the  wrong  thing.  “Too 
much  bureaucracy  is  comm¬ 
only  held  to  be  foe  reason 
why  businesses  with  poten¬ 
tial  fail  to  grow.”  said  Mary 
Reilly,  of  Binder  Hamlyn. 


Robert 

Bruce 


to  debt)  dominate  external 
factors  conducive  to  growth 
(eg,  lack  of  market  growth, 
availability  of  loans /over¬ 
drafts.  or  high  labour  costs); 
and  internal  factors  condu¬ 
cive  to  growth  tend  to  domi¬ 
nate  externa!  factors  hostile 
towards  it"  In  other  words, 
companies  that  manage 
themselves  successfully 
should  have  tittle  to  com¬ 
plain  about  which  is  not 
undeT  their  direct  control,  if 
a  company  Is  well-managed 
and  those  managers  are 
working  hard  in  a  focused 
way  then  most  problems  will 
either  be  overcome  or  will 
not  become  problems  in  the 
first  place.  For  example,  the 
perennial  complaint  that 
banks  never  provide  enough 


«  dealt  with  deftly  KS 
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hS^1sUS  ™  K “It  is  interesting  to  note"  he  said,  -that  those 


Robert  Bruce 


The  report  on  failures  produced  even  more 
interesting  conclusions.  Whereas  foe  Binder 
Hamlyn  report  is  based  on  businesses1  opin¬ 
ions,  foe  BDO  Stoy  Hayward  report  is  based 
on  the  views  of  the  bankers  and  accountants 
of  failed  small  businesses.  A  two-thirds 
majority  said  that  if  remedial  action  had 
been  taken  over  a  variety  of  problems,  foe 
businesses  would  not  have  failed.  The  prob¬ 
lems  included  “autocratic,  inflexible  owners 
making  decisions  based  on  emotion,  who 
either  failed  to  seek  outside  help  or  who  resis¬ 
ted  that  which  was  offered",  “a  poor  manage¬ 
ment  team  with  insufficient  experience,  i nap- 


managers  who  did  ask  for  help  were  more 
hkely  to  approach  their  banker  than  their 
accountant  This  suggests  that  owner-manag¬ 
ers  believe  additional  funding  will  solve  their 
problems  whereas  they  should  be  looking  at 
the  more  fundamental  business  issues." 

So  we  should  forget  foe  fuss  about  burdens 
on  business  and  bonfires  of  regulations.  That 
has  only  to  do  with  vote-gathering.  The  real 
burdens  on  business,  as  both  of  these  reports 
show,  are  poor  management  and  an  insis¬ 
tence  on  blaming  others  for  its  consequences. 
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talked  to 


Whatever  business  you're  in,  you  could  soon  find  you’re  in  the 
paperwork  business  once  you  decide  to  move.  You’ll  have  to 
deal  with  site  searches,  planning  applications,  legal  shenanigans 
and  negotiating  with  utilities. 

That's  why  it  really  pays  to  make  CNT  your  first  call 
We  can  eliminate  so  much  of  the  hassle  of  locating 

or  relocating  your  company. 

For  a  start,  we  can  offer  you  an  exceptional  range 
of  land  and  premises  in  19  areas  around  the  country. 

We  own  it  all,  so  you'll  be  dealing  direct 
As  we  are  a  Government  body  we  can  often  grant  immediate 
planning  permission  ourselves,  and  help  with  grants,  personnel 
legal  issues,  utilities  and  more. 

Land  and  premises  with  added  value. 


HQ  in  the  coupon  and  send  to  CNT  Box  925.  Milton  Keynes  MK9  3PF. 

► 


Company:. 


Address:, 


Postcode:. 


.TeLNo:. 


Basildon  Bracknell  Central  Lancashire  Corby  Crawley  Harlow  Hatfield  Hemel  Hempstead  Milton  Keynes  Northampton 
Peterborough  Redditch  Runcorn  Skelmersdale  Stevenage  Telford  Warrington  Washington  Welwyn  Garden  City 
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Small  losses  in  thin  trading 


TRADING  PERIOD:  Settlement  takes  place  five  business  days  after  the  day  of  trade.  Changes  are  calculated  on 
the  previous  day’s  dose,  but  adjustments  are  made  when  a  stock  is  ex-dividend.  Changes,  yields  and 
price/eamings  ratios  are  based  on  middle  prices. 
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34  LAW  REPORT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 1996 


Law  Report  March  21 1996  Court  of  Appeal 


Date  of  knowledge  of  tortious  injuiy  for  limitation  purposes 


Forbes  v  Wandsworth 
Heahh  Authority 

Before  Lord  Justice  Smart-Smith, 
Lord  Justice  Evans  and  Lord 
Justice  Roch 
(Judgment  March  14| 

Where  a  plaintiff  had  sustained  a 
mayor  injury  as  a  result  of  an 
operation  which  he  had  expected  to 
be  successful,  his  date  of  know¬ 
ledge  for  the  purposes  of  sections  II 
and  14  of  the  limitation  Act  1980 
occurred  as  soon  as  he  had  had 
time  03  overcome  the  shock  of  the 
injuiy,  take  stock  of  his  disability 
and  seek  advice. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  by  a 
majority  (Lord  Justice  Roch 
dissenting)  in  a  reserved  judgment 
allowing  an  appeal  by  the  defen¬ 
dants,  Wandsworth  Health  Au¬ 
thority.  from  a  ruling  on  a 
preliminary  issue  by  Judge  Peter 
Baker.  QC.  sitting  as  a  judge  of  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division  in  Kings¬ 
ton  upon  Hull  District  Registry,  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiff.  Nelson 
Vernon  Dugald  Forbes,  who  died 
on  February  5.  1995.  Jean  Mavis 
Cedlia  Forbes,  his  widow  and 
personal  representative,  was  sub¬ 
stituted  as  plaintiff,  under  rule  7  of 
Order  15  oF  the  Rules  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  August  2. 1995. 

Leave  was  granted  to  appeal  to 
the  House  or  Lords. 

Section  11  of  the  1980  Act 
provides:  -(I)  This  section  applies 
to  any  action  for  damages  for 
negligence  . .  where  the  damages 
d aimed  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 
negligence.,  consist  of  or  include 
damages  in  respect  of  personal 
injury.. 

"(3)  An  action  ..  shall  not  be 


brought  after  the  expiration  of  the 
period  applicable  in  accordance 
with  subsections  (4). . 

“(4) . .  the  period  applicable  is 
three  years  from  —  (a)  the  date 
when  the  cause  of  action  accrued; 
(b)  the  date  of  knowledge  Of  later) 
of  the  person  injured" 

Section  14  provides:  “(1)  In 
sections  II..  of  this  Act  references 
to  a  person's  date  of  knowledge  are 
references  to  the  date  on  which  m 
Erst  had  knowledge  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  facts  —  (a)  that  the  injury  in 
question  was  significant;  and  (b) 
that  the  injury  was  attributable  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  art  or 
omission  which  is  alleged  to  con¬ 
stitute  negligence. . 

"(3)  For  the  purposes  of  this 
section  a  person's  knowledge  in- 

reasonabfy  have  been  expected  to 
acquire — (a)  from  facts  observable 
or  ascertainable  by  him:  or  (b) 
from  facts  ascertainable  by  him 
with  the  help  of  medical  or  other 
appropriate  expert  advice  which  it 
is  reasonable  for  him  to  sedc. . " 

Mr  Martin  Spencer  for  the 
defend  axils;  Mr  Christopher  Limb 
for  Mrs  Forbes. 

LORD  JUSTICE  STU  ART- 
SMITH  said  that  the  action  con¬ 
cerned  an  allegation  of  medical 
negligence  in  relation  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  Mr  Forbes.  The  writ  was 
issued  on  December  10. 1992.  more 
than  seven  years  after  the  expiry  of 
the  primary  limitation  period.  The 
question  whether  the  action  was 
was  statute-barred  depoided  upon 
whether  "the  date  of  knowledge^  of 
the  deceased  as  defined  in  section 
14  was  within  three  years  of  the 
issue  of  the  wriL 


The  judge,  who  in  addition  to  the 
affidavit  evidence,  heard  oral  evi¬ 
dence  from  the  deceased  and  Mrs 
Forbes,  held  that  die  deceased  had 
no  actual  or  constructive  know¬ 
ledge  within  the  meaning  of  sec¬ 
tion  14  until  he  had.  through  his 
solicitors,  received  the  advice  of  a 
vascular  surgeon  in  October  1992. 
He  therefore  decided  the  issue  in 
the  deceased's  favour. 

The  deceased  was  56  when  he 
was  admitted  to  the  defendants' 
hospital  for  a  by-pass  operation  by 
Mr  Gillespie  on  October  24, 1962. 
The  operation  was  not  successful 
and  a  second  operation  was  car¬ 
ried  out  at  11.45am  the  next  day. 

Unfortunately  that  too  was  not 
successful  The  deceased  was  told 
that  in  order  to  prevent  gangrene 
and  save  his  life  it  was  necessary  to 
amputate  the  leg.  He  agreed  and 
the  operation  was  carried  out  on 
November5. 1982. 

The  sole  allegation  was  that  it 
was  negligent  not  to  perform  the 
second  operation  sooner.  It  was 
alleged  that  if  Mr  Gillespie  had 
operated  sooner  the  amputation 
could  have  been  avoided. 

The  statement  of  daim  did  not 
explain  why  that  should  be  so.  The 
deceased's  solicitor  merely  stated 
in  his  affidavit  that  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  a  report  in  October  1992 
from  an  unnamed  vascular  sur¬ 
geon  and  "the  report  conducted 
(bat  the  medical  staff  employed  by 
the  defendants  delayed  . .  in 
initiating  action  to  restore  the 
blood  supply  such  that  irreversible 
muscle  ischaemia  .  resulted  in 
amputation." 

It  was  not  until  1991  that  the 
deceased  took  any  steps  to  obtain 


professional  advice.  By  that  time 
Mrs  Forbes  was  finding  the  strain 
of  looking  after  the  deceased 
increasingly  arduous.  The  solicitor 
was  consulted  on  June  26. 1991. 

The  judge  held  that  die  deceased 
had  no  actual  knowledge  because 
he  had  no  reason  to  suspect  or 
think  dial  die  removal  of  his  leg 
was  due  to  the  act  or  omission  of 
the  defendants  that  was  alleged  to 
constitute  negligence. 

The  negligence  was  said  to 
consist  of  an  omission  to  operate 
sooner.  It  was  said  that  the  delay 
was  the  cause  of  the  injury  and  that 
delay  was  negligent,  it  was  not 
sufficient  dial  tbe  deceased  knew 
that  he  had  lost  his  leg  and  that 
there  was  in  fact  a  period  of  time 
between  the  first  and  second 

operations. 

Mr  Limb  argued  .that  the  de¬ 
ceased  did  not  even  know  that  he 
was  injured,  within  section  11(4),  or 
that  die  injury  was  significant, 
within  section  14(l)(a).  until  he 
obtained  medical  advice  in  1991. 

However,  his  Lordship  had  no 
doubt  that  Mr  Spencer  was  right 
in  submitting  that  the  injury  was 
the  amputation  and  that  it  was 
significant.  Therefore  the  deceased 
knew  of  the  injury  and  knew  that  it 
was  significant  within  a  very  short 
time  of  the  operation. 

Did  the  deceased  know  prior  to 
receipt  of  the  opinion  by  the 
vascular  surgeon  in  1991  that  the 
loss  of  his  leg  was  attributable  in 
whole  or  in  part  to  the  omission  to 
operate  sooner  than  11.45am  on 
October  25. 1962? 

Mr  Spencer  submitted  that  all 
dial  the  deceased  needed  to  know 
was  that  there  was  a  period  of  time 


No  right  to  oral  Parole  Board  hearing 


Regina  v  Parole  Board.  Ex 
parte  Mansell 

Before  Lord  Justice  Otton  and  Mr 
Justice  Newman 
pudgment  March  7f 
An  offender  serving  a  longer  than 
normal  fixed  term  sentence  im¬ 
posed  under  section  2(2)  (b)  of  die 
Criminal  Justice  Act  1991  had  no 
right  to  an  oral  hearing  before  the 
Parole  Board. 

The  Queen's  Bench  Divisional 
Court  so  suited  in  a  reserved 
judgment  when  dismissing  an 
application  for  judicial  review  by 
Craig  Mansell  of  a  decision  of  the 
board  dated  August  9. 1995  on  his 
suitability  for  parole. 

On  March  5. 1993  Mansell  was 
sentenced  for  three  indecent 
assaults  on  a  man  to  five  years 
imprisonment,  half  of  which  was 
imposed,  pursuant  to  section 
20(b)  of  the  1991  Act  as  over  and 
above  the  sentence  deemed  appro¬ 
priate  to  the  seriousness  of  the 
offence,  for  the  protection  of  die 
public. 

On  June  15,  1995  the  Parole 
Board  considered  his  case  and 
followed  its  normal  practice  of  not 
permitting  the  prisoner  an  oral 
hearing  and  deriding  the  case  on 
the  papers. 

Mr  Edward  Fitzgerald.  QC  and 
Miss  Phillippa  Kaufinaiui  for 
Mansell;  Mr  Robert  Jay  for  the 
Parole  Board  and  the  Home  Sec¬ 
retary  as  interested  parly. 

LORD  JUSTICE  OTTON  said 
that  sections  32  and  34  of  the  1991 
Act  provided  for  parole  review  and 
it  was  now  recognised  that  the  bare 
requirements  of  those  provisions 
could  be  supplemented  where  fair¬ 
ness  required:  see  R  v  Parole 
Board,  Ex  parte  Wilson  (119921 QB 
740)  and  R  v  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  Dr  parte 
Doody  (J1994] 1  AC  531). 

Pursuant  to  section  32(5)  the 
secretary  of  state  had  made  the 
Parole  Board  Rules  1992  which 
made  provision  for  an  oral  hearing 
by  Parole  Board  panels.  They 
were,  however,  expressed  to  apply 
only  to  those  prisoners  who  were 
serving  discretionary  life  sentences 
and  to  the  board's  consideration  of 
their  cases  for  release  under  sec¬ 
tions  34  and  39  of  the  1991  Act- 

The  secretary  of  state  had  made 


no  rules  under  section  32(5)  regard¬ 
ing  fixed  term  sentence  prisoners 
although,  pursuant  to  section  32(6). 
he  had  given  directions  as  to  the 
substantive  principles  to  apply 
when  determining  the  release  and 
recall  of  such  prisoners. 

Mr  Fitzgerald  submitted  that  at 
the  time  of  the  decision  Mansell 
had  already  served  in  full  the  two 
and  a  half  year  period  that  was 
commensurate  with  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  his  offence,  the  punitive 
dement,  and  the  sole  purpose  and 
justification  for  his  continued 
detention  was  to  prevent  him 
causing  serious  harm  to  the  public 
so  that  he  had  entered  the  purely 
preventive  phase  of  his  detention. 

The  board  should  therefore  have 
considered  only  whether  his 
continued  detention  was  necessary 
to  prevent  serious  harm  to  the 
public. 

The  secretary  of  state  and  the 
board  had  failed  to  acknowledge 
that  section  2(2Kb)  detainees  in  the 
preventive  phase  should  attract  the 
same  safeguards  as  discretionary 
lifers. 

His  Lordship  could  not  accede  to 
those  arguments.  In  the  present 
case  the  sentencing  judge  staled 
that  the  appropriate  sentence 
would  have  been  two  and  a  half 
years  but  in  order  to  protect  the 
public  the  proper  sentence  was  five 
years. 

There  was  no  provision  requir¬ 
ing  a  formal  court  order  fixing  the 
length  of  the  retributive  or  deter¬ 
rent  pan  of  the  sentence.  The  Court 
of  Appeal  had  not  spelt  out  such  an 
obligation  either  in  the  present 
case  (see  (1994)  15  Cr  App  R  (S)  771) 
or  any  other. 

That  was  in  distinct  contrast  to 
section  340)04  which  required 
such  a  period  to  be  stated  in  the 
case  of  a  discretionary  life 
sentence. 

When  the  court  imposed  a 
section  2(23  sentence,  ocher  than  a 
discretionary  life  sentence,  under 
(a)  the  sentence  was  for  such  time 
as  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  was 
commensurate  with  the  serious¬ 
ness  of  the  offence,  sometimes 
called  the  "paradigm  determinate 
sentence”. 

Alternatively,  under  (b)  the  sen¬ 
tence  was  for  such  longer  term  "as 
in  Lhe  opinion  of  the  court"  was 


necessary  to  protect  the  public 
from  serious  harm.  In  other  words 
Parliament  had  specifically  im¬ 
posed  upon  the  sentencer  the 
responsibility  to  cany  out  what  Mr 
Jay  termed  a  prospective  exercise. 

Moreover,  by  section  2(2]  (b)  the 
test  for  the  sentencing  court  was 
whether  the  term  was  necessary  to 
protect  the  public  from  serious 
harm  from  the  offender.  That  was 
not  the  same  requirement  as  in 
section  34(4)(b}  in  which  the  statu¬ 
tory  test  for  the  Parole  Board  was 
whether  “it  is  no  longer  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  the  public  that 
the  prisoner  should  be  confined”. 

Thus  it  did  not  follow  that  once 
the  first  part  of  a  section  2(2) (b) 
sentence,  if  identified,  had  expired 
there  was  a  right  to  be  released  if 
he  was  no  longer  a  risk.  Thus,  in 
his  Lordship^  judgment  the  sen¬ 
tence  under  section  2(2) (b)  was 
conceptually  different  from  a  dis¬ 
cretionary  life  sentence,  nor  was  it 
a  hybrid  sentence. 

The  judge  fixed  the  whole  of  the 
length  of  the  sentence  under  sec¬ 
tion  2(2) (b)  and  that  placed  the 
sentence  in  the  same  category  as 
any  other  finite  custodial  sentence. 
Consequently  the  section  2(2)(b) 
prisoner  was  in  the  same  position 
as  any  odier  determinate  prisoner. 

There  was  no  special  provision 
in  section  33  or  section  35  for 
persons  serving  determinate  sen¬ 
tences  within  section  2(2Kb).  Thus  a 
person  sentenced  under  2(2)(a)  to 
live  years  which  the  court  consid¬ 
ered  was  commensurate  with  the 
seriousness  of  the  offence  and  a 
person  sentenced  under  section 
2(2)  (b)  for  a  violent  or  sexual 
offence  to  a  longer  term  of  five 
years  because  die  court  considered 
it  necessary  to  protect  he  public 
from  serious  harm,  had  the  same 
right  to  be  considered  by  die  board 
at  the  end  of  two  and  a  half  years. 

In  his  Lordship's  view,  if  Par¬ 
liament  had  intended  to  impose  on 
the  board  a  specific  duty  to  decide 
on  the  length  of  the  preventive 
period  in  the  case  of  a  determinate 
sentence  with  a  section  2(2)(b) 
dement  or  to  deal  with  sudi  a 
sentence  “as  if  it  were  a  dis¬ 
cretionary  life  sentence"  it  could 
have  done  so  and  Parliament  must 
be  taken  to  have  intended  not  to 
impose  such  a  duty. 


Unspecified  night  flights  order  valid 


Regina  v  Secretary  of  Slate 
for  Transport,  Ex  parte  Rich¬ 
mond  upon  Thames  London 
Borough  Council  and  Others 
(No  4) 

Before  Mr  Justice  Jowftt 
(Judgment  March  8J 
It  was  lawful  for  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Transport  to  restrict  the 
total  number  of  night  aircraft 
movements  for  an  aggregate  of 
periods  at  designated  aerodromes, 
without  specifying  the  maximum 
number  of  movements  in  respect  of 

each  separate  period. 

Mr  Justice  Jowin.  sirring  in  the 
Queen's  Bench  Division,  so  held  in 
a  reserved  judgment  dismissing  an 
application  for  judicial  review  by 
Richmond  upon  Thames.  Hilling- 
dor  and  Hounslow  London  Bor¬ 
ough  Councils.  Surrey  County 
Council.  Windsor  and  Maiden¬ 
head  Royal  Borough  Council,  and 
Slough  Borough  Council,  against 
the  secretary  of  statets  decision 
announced  in  a  press  release  on 

August  8,  1995  in  respect  of  night 
(light  restrictions  at  Heathrow. 
Gafwick  and  Stansted  airports  for 
various  periods  from  October  22, 
1995. 


Section  73  of  the  Civil  Aviation 
Act  1982  provides:  “(3)  If  the 
secretary  of  state  considers  it 
appropriate,  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding,  limiting  or  mitigating 
the  effect  of  noise  and  vibration 
connected  with  the  taking-off  or 
landing  of  aircraft  at  a  designated 
aerodrome,  to  prohibit  aircraft 
from  taking-off  or  landing,  or  limit 
die  number  or  occasions  on  which 
they  may  take  off  or  land,  at  the 
aerodrome  during  certain  periods, 
he  may  by  a  notice  published  in  the 
prescribed  manner  ...(b)  specify 
the  maximum  number  of  occa¬ 
sions  on  which  aircraft  of  descrip¬ 
tions  so  specified  may  be  permitted 
to  take  off  or  land  at  the  aerodrome 
(otherwise  than  as  aforesaid)  dur¬ 
ing  periods  so  specified. . ." 

Mr  Richard  Gordon.  QC  and 
Mr  Alan  Maclean  for  the  councils: 
Mr  Ian  Burnett  and  Ms  Dinah 
Rose  for  the  secretary  of  state. 

MR  JUSTICE  JO  WITT  said  that 
section  73{3Hb)  was  concerned  with 
imposing  limits  which  should  not 
be  exceeded.  Having  regard  to  the 
purpose  of  the  statutory  provision 
the  use  of  the  word  “maximum"  in 
subsection  (3)(b)  should  be  re¬ 


garded  as  enlarging  rather  than 
restricting  the  statutory  power  to 
impose  limits  on  the  number  of 
aircraft  movements. 

There  was  therefore  power 
under  subsection  (3)(b)  to  impose 
limits  both  by  reference  to  individ¬ 
ual  specified  periods  and  to  the 
aggregation  of  specified  periods. 
The  words  which  preceded  para¬ 
graphs  (a)  to  (c)  in  subsection  (3) 
allowed  the  secretary  of  state  to  do 
all  or  any  of  the  things  permitted 
by  those  paragraphs.  If  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state  decided  to  exercise 
his  power  under  one  of  the 
paragraphs  he  was  not  obliged  to 
exerase  every  aspect  of  the  power 
created  by  that  paragraph.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  subsection 
should  be  read  so  restrictivdy. 

It  was  submitted  that  the  de¬ 
cision  was  unlawful  because  al¬ 
though  it  set  a  permitted  noise 
level  for  1993-1996  less  than  the 
level  permitted  for  the  preceding 
period  1988-1993.  the  effect  was  to 
allow  more  noise  than  was  actually 
experienced  in  summer  1968. 

It  was  dear  that  the  power  under 
section  78(3)  could  only  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  avoiding,  limiting 


or  mitigating  the  effect  of  noise  and 
vibration  generated  by  aircraft 
movements  which,  but  for  the 
exercise  of  that  power,  might  not 
be  avoided,  limited  or  mitigated. 

The  comparison  drawn  by  the 
subsection  was  not  between  what 
was  proposed  and  what  had  been 
permitted  by  an  earlier  order,  but 
between  what  was  proposed  and 
what  the  position  would  be  if  there 
were  to  be  no  order. 

Solicitors:  Richard  Buxton, 
Cambridge;  Treasury  Solicitor. 


between  the  first  and  second 
operations,  that  the  second  opera¬ 
tion  was  not  successful  and  that  in 
consequence  of  the  second  opera¬ 
tion  oot  being  successful  his  leg 
was  amputated. 

His  Lordship  said  float  in  many 
medical  negligence  cases  the  plain¬ 
tiff  would  not  know  thar  his  injury 
was  attributable  to  the  omission  of 
the  defendant  alleged  to  constitute 
negligence  in  the  sense  that  it  was 
capable  of  being  attributable  to 
that  omission  until  he  was  also  fold 
that  the  defendant  had  been  neg¬ 
ligent.  But  that  did  not  alter  the 
fact  that  there  was  a  distinction 
between  causation  and  negligence: 
the  first  was  relevant  to  section 
14(1),  the  second  was  not 

The  fact  that  in  such  cases  it 


also  to  know  of  the  negligence 
before  he  could  identify  the  omis¬ 
sion  alleged  to  have  been  negligent 
was  nothing  lo  the  point.  It  did  not 
mean  that  he  feff  foul  of  the  closing 
Muds  oT  section  14(1).  Accordingly, 
the  judge  was  correct  in  holding 
that  there  was  no  actual 
knowledge. 

As  to  section  14(3).  it  was  dear 
that  the  deceased  could  reasonably 
have  been  expected  to  acquire  the 
relevant  knowledge  with  the  help 
of  suitable  medical  advice.  Tbe  real 
question  was  whether  it  was 
reasonable  for  him  to  seek  that 
advice. 

One  of  the  problems  with  the 
language  of  section  14{3)(b)  was 
that  two  courses  of  action  might  be 
perfectly  reasonable.  Thus  it  might 
be  perfectly  reasonable  for  a 
person  who  was  not  cured  when  he 
had  hoped  to  be  to  say:  "Oh  well,  it 


is  just  one  of  those  things.  1  expect 
the  doctor  did  his  best." 

Alternatively,  the  explanation 
for  the  lack  of  success  might  be  due 
to  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  those 
in  whose  charge  he  was,  in  which 

case  it  would  be  perfectly  reason¬ 
able  to  take  a  second  opinion-  But 
the  person  was  in  effect  making  a 
choke,  either  consciously  by  derid¬ 
ing  to  cto  nothing,  or  unconsciously 

by  in  Tact  doing  nothing. 

Could  a  person  who  had  eff¬ 
ectively  made  that  choice  many 
years  later,  without  any  alteration 
of  rirounsiances,  change  his  mind 
and  seek  advice  which  revealed 
that  all  along  he  had  a  daim.  His 
lordship  thought  not. 

It  seemed  to  his  Lordship  that 
where,  as  here,  the  plaintiff  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  operation  would  be 
successful  and  It  manifestly  was 
not,  with  the  result  that  he  sus¬ 
tained  a  major  injury,  a  reasonable 
man  of  moderate  intelligence,  such 
as  the  deceased,  if  he  thought 
about  the  matter,  would  say  that 
the  lad;  of  success  was:  "Either  just 
one  of  those  things,  a  risk  of  the 
operation  or  something  may  have 
gone  wrong  and  there  may  have 
been  a  warn  of  care.  I  do  not  know 
which,  tan  if  I  am  ever  to  make  a 
daim.  I  must  find  out" 

Any  other  construction  would 
make  the  Acx  unworkable  since  a 
plaintiff  could  delay  indefinitely 
before  seeking  expert  advice  and 
say,  as  the  deceased  did,  that  be 
had  no  occasion  to  seek  it  earlier. 
That  was  contrary  to  the  whole 
purpose  of  tbe  Act  which  was  to 
prevenr  defendants  being  vexed  by 
stele  claims  which  it  was  no  longer 
passible  to  contest 


The  judge  had  directed  himself 
that  the  stand  art!  of  reasonable¬ 
ness  was  objective  but  had  to  take 
into  account  the  deceased's  pos¬ 
ition.  rircumsonces.  character  and 
intelligence,  and  he  had  a  ted  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  in 
Nash  vEULUlveCo  J1993J I  WLR 
782,  799).  Like  Lord  Justice  Roch. 
his  Lordship  found  difficulty  in 
seeing  how  the  individual  charac¬ 
ter  and  intelligence  of  the  plainoff 
could  be  relevant  in  an  objective 
test 

His  Lordship  had  come  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  in  the  circum¬ 
stances  or  the  case  the  deceased  did 

have  constructive  knowledge.  That 
knowledge  could  not  be  attributed 
to  him  immediately  he  came  our  of 
hospital.  He  would  have  to  have 
time  to  overcome  the  shock,  tala? 
stock  of  his  grave  disability  and  its 

consequences  and  seek  advice. 

That  would  take  about  12  to  18 
months. 

Accordingly,  the  preliminary  is¬ 
sue  should  be  determined  in  the 
defendants'  favour. 

Lord  Justice  Evans  delivered  a 
concurring  judgmenL 

LORD  JUSTICE  ROCH. 
dissenting  only  on  the  constructive 
knowledge  issue,  said  that  the 
judge's  directions  to  himself  on  the 
law  were  based  on  Nash  v  Eli  Lilly. 
where  constructive  knowledge  was 
dealt  with. 

The  court  there  said:  "The 
proper  approach  is  to  determine 
what  this  plaintiff  should  have 
observed  or  ascertained,  while 
asking  no  more  of  him  than  is 
reasonable.  The  standard  of 
reasonableness  in  connection  with 


the  observations  and/or  the  effort 
to  ascertain  are  therefore  finally 
objective  but  must  be  qualified  to 
take  into  consideration  the  pos¬ 
ition.  and  circumstances  and 
character  of  the  plaintiff." 

His  Lordship  found  difficulty 
with  that  passage.  If  the  standard 
of  reasonableness  was  objective, 
then  the  position,  circumstances 
and  character  of  a  would-be  plain¬ 
tiff  could  not  be  relevant  although 
the  circumstances  in  which  the 
would-be  plaintiff  found  himself  at 
the  time  it  was  said  he  should  have 
sought  expert  advice  would  be 
relevant 

Nevertheless.  Nash  v  Eli  Lilly 
bound  the  judge  and  their  Lord- 
ships.  Because  the  judge  had  to 
take  account  of  the  deceased's 
position,  circumstances  and 
character,  and  because  the  judge 
saw  and  heard  the  deceased,  his 
Lordship  was  not  prepared  to  hold 
thatthe  judge  was  dearly  wrong  in 
the  conclusion  he  came  to  on  the 
issue. 

It  would  be  unfortunate  if  the 
question  asked  in  section  14(3)(b) 
were  to  be  resolved  ty  imputing  to 
a  would-be  plaintiff  an  un¬ 
conscious  decision  to  do  nothing 
and  then  requiring  him  to  stand  by 
that  decision. 

Such  an  approach  would 
encourage  those  undergoing  medi¬ 
cal  treatment  which  d»d  not 
achieve  the  desired  result  to  go 
automatically  to  another  specialist 
for  an  opinion  whether  the  treat¬ 
ment  given  could  have  been  made 
more  effective. 


Solicitors:  Capstkks, 
Heptons  tails,  Goole. 


Putney. 


Office  use  precludes  industrial  allowance 


On  that  analysis,  his  Lordship 
was  unable  to  spell  out  in  favour  of 
a  section  2(2) (b)  prisoner  a  right  to 
an  oral  hearing  before  the  board  as 
a  matter  of  fairness.  It  would  be 
open  to  the  court  to  do  so  where  the 
statute  was  silent  or  ambivalent  or 
that  natural  justice  so  required. 

In  his  Lordship'S  view,  the 
statute  was  understandably  silent, 
there  was  no  ambivalence  and  he 
did  not  consider  natural  justice  did 
so  require. 

Moreover,  to  grant  exceptionally 
a  right  to  an  oral  hearing  to  a 
section  2(2]  (b)  prisoner  and  not  to 
extend  it  to  other  determinate 
prisoners  would  be  both  illogical 
and  result  in  a  sense  of  injustice  for 
die  latter  category. 

Discretionary  life  prisoners 
were  a  unique  category,  along  with 
those  detained  during  her  Maj¬ 
esty's  pleasure  following  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  European  Court  trf 
Human  Rights  in  Hussain  v  UK; 
Singh  v  UK  (The  Times  February 
26.1996). 

The  secretary  of  state  had  rec¬ 
ognised  that  more  than  normal 
fairness  required  .an  oral  bearing 
for  sudi  prisoners  and  in  order  to 
bring  the  UK  in  line  with  their 
obligations  arising  out  of  article 
5(4)  of  the  European  Convention 
on  Human  Rights  (1953,  Cmd 
8969). 

The  section  2(2)(b)  prisoner  was 
not  in  the  same  category.  There 
was  no  reason  why  in  principle, 
logic  or  fairness  tbe  common  law 
should  create  a  right  to  a  section 
2(2}  (b)  prisoner  which  was  a  spe¬ 
cial  right  trf  the  discretionary  life 
prisoner. 

His  Lordship  was  satisfied  that 
the  process  by  which  a  prisoner 
was  permitted  to  state  his  case  to 
the  Parole  Board  as  a  whole 
afforded  him  a  sufficient  and  fair 
opportunity  to  put  his  case.  It  was 
not  in  any  event  open  to  contend 
before  the  court  thatthe  Board  had 
acted  in  breach  of  the  European 
Convention  on  Human  Rights:  see 
R  v  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department.  Ex  parte 
Brind  QI991J  I  AC  696).. 

Mr  Justice  Newman  agreed. 

Solicitors:  Paul  Rooney  &  Co, 
Liverpool;  Treasury  Solicitor. 


Girobank  pic  v  Clarke  (In¬ 
spector  of  Taxes) 

Before  Mr  Justice  Lindsay 
(Judgment  March  4] 

For  corporation  tax  purposes, 
expenditure  of  £7.1  million  on  a 
modem  building  designed  and 
constructed  as  a  document  and 
data  processing  centre  did  not 
qualify  for  an  allowance  under  the 
provisions  of  section  18  of  die 
Capital  Allowances  Act  1990.  Al¬ 
though  the  building  was  an 
"industrial  building  or  structure" 
as  defined  in  section  18(!)(e)  of  the 
Act  it  was  in  use  as  an  "office" 
within  the  meaning  of  section  18(4) 
and  was  thus  expressly  excluded 
from  the  definition. 

Mr  Justice  Lindsay  so  held  in  a 
reserved  judgment  in  the  Chan¬ 
cery  Division  dismissing  an  ap¬ 
peal  but  for  different  reasons,  by 
the  taxpayer  company.  Giro  trank 
pic.  from  a  determination  of  Mr 
M.  J.  F.  Palmer,  a  deputy  special 
commissioner,  upholding  in  prin¬ 
ciple  an  assessment  to  corporation 
tax  for  the  period  to  Deconbo-  31, 
199L 

The  allowance  was  given  for 
expenditure  on  industrial  build¬ 
ings  or  structures  defined  in  sec¬ 
tion  18(l)(e)  of  the  1990  Act  as 
including  buildings  'muse  "for  the 
purposes  of  a  trade  which  consists 
in  the  manufacture  of  goods  or 
materials  or  the  subjection  of 
goods  or  materials  to  any  process". 

Section  18(4)  excluded  from  that 


definition  "any  building  or  struc¬ 
ture  in  use  as.  or  as  part  of.  a 
dwelling  house,  retail  simp,  show¬ 
room.  hotel  or  office. . 

Mr  Ptfer  Whiteman,  QC  who 
did  not  appear  below,  for  the 
company;  Mr  Timothy  Brennan 
for  die  Crown. 

MR  JUSTICE  LINDSAY  said 
that  foe  building,  the  Wigan 
Centre,  contained  64^00  square 
feet  of  operational  processing 
space  used  by  Girobank  for  its 
highly  organised  system  for  foe 
prompt  daily  deiiueiy  to  it  from  a 
countrywide  network  of  post  of¬ 
fices  of  the  paperwork  created  to 
record  cash  and  other  credits 
deposited  every  day  with  Post 
Office  Counters  Ltd  and  a  highly 
mechanised  method  of  quickly 
processing  that  paperwork.  The 
work  was  done  with  the  assistance 
of  a  large  number  of  special 
purpose  machines. 

Thus  documents  were  read  visu¬ 
ally.  sorted  into  batches,  dips  and 
staples  removed  and  cheques  were 
encoded  with  magnetically  read¬ 
able  prim  and  recorded  on  disc 
and  tape.  Same  340  personnel 
were  employed  at  tbe  centre. 

Plainly  the  words  “goods  or 
materials"  In  section  L8(l)(e)  had  to 
be  given  a  meaning  broad  enough 
to  cover  both  those  manufactured 
and  those  subjected  to  a  process 
short  of  or  different  from  manufac¬ 
ture.  Moreover,  "materials"  could 
not  consist  wholly  of  raw  materials 
as  the  subsection  contemplated 


materials  which  had  been 

manufactured. 

The  Crown,  relying  on  Kilmar¬ 
nock  Equitable  Cooperative 
Building  Soriery  Ltd  v  IRC  ((1966) 
42  TC  675)  and  Vibroplant  Ltd  v 
Holland  (119811  I  All  ER  526).' 
argued  that  there  was  at  foe  centre 
no  subjection  to  a  relevant  process 
because  to  satisfy  section  18(l)(e)  it 
was  "goods  or  materials"  rather 
than  information  that  had  to  be 
processed,  the  process  had  to  be  of 
an  industrial  character  and  had  to 
be  such  that  the  goods  or  materials 
were  thereby  altered. 

But  those  authorities  gave  no 
support  for  a  process  having 
necessarily  to  alter  the  goods  or 
materials  in  issue  nor  that  the 
process  should  be  "industrial".  Mr 
Whiteman  had  further  authority 
on  the  paint:  Buckingham  v 
Securitas  Properties  Ltd  Q1980]  1 
WLR  380). 

Drawing  together  the  legislation 
and  the  authorities,  there  was 
nothing  to  limit  the  very  broad 
width  of  the  words "any  process"  to 
those  of  an  "industrial"  character. 
Nor  was  it  required  of  a  process 
that  it  altered  the  goods  and 
materials  subjected  to  it  in  any 
way.  . 

Moreover,  there  was  no  require¬ 
ment  of  a  process  that  ft  should  be 
done  with  a  view  to  a  sale  of  the 
goods,  provided  that  the  process 
connoted  a  substantial  measure  of 
uniformity  of  treatment  or  system 
of  treatment 


In  the  light  of  the  facts  the  paper, 
having  arrived  at  the  centre,  was 
subjected  to  the  processes 
described  and  section  18(l)|e)  was 
satisfied. 

Was.  then,  the  centre  an  “office" 
within  section  18(4)  of  the  Ad? 
There  was  no  direct  authority  on 
the  meaning  of  tbe  word.  In  IRCv 
bambhlll  Ironworks  Ltd  {(1950)  31 
TC  393)  Lord  Cooper.  Lord  Presi¬ 
dent  said  that  one  had  to  look  at 
the  building  as  a  whole  and  by 
reference  to  its  predominant  pur¬ 
poses  or  use. 

The  data  processing  centre  was 
where  the  speedy  processing  of 
paperwork  and  die  adding  of 
information  to  it  took  place.  Many 
of  foe  employees  sat  at  keyboards. 

The  machines,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  their  operators,  performed 
functions  that  in  the  past  were 
performed  manually  by  derks.  On 
the  fads  there  was  ample  evidence 
to  support  a  finding  that  the  centre 
was  an  office  and  thus  excluded 
from  foe  section  I8(l)(e)  definition.  . 

Girobank  had  given  notice  seek¬ 
ing  to  raise  a  new  point  not  put  to 
foe  commissioner:  whether  the 
centre  came  within  section  I8(I)(a)|| 
of  the  Ad  as  bring  a  "mill ...  or* 
other  similar  premises". 

The  company  could  not  in  the 
circumstances  be  allowed  to  raise 
that  new  point  and  even  if  it  had 
been  allowed  to  do  so  it  would  not 
have  succeeded  on  ft. 

Solicitors:  Mr  G.  A.  Morgan. 
Hove:  Solicitor  trf  Inland  Revenue. 


Council  officers  personally  liable  for  costs 


Regina  v  Lambeth  London 
Borough  CoondL  Ex  parte 
Wilson 

Before  Sir  Louis  BLam-Cooper,QC 
[Judgment  February  281 
Individual  officers  of  a  local  au¬ 
thority  dealing  with  a  homeless 
person's  case  were  personally  li¬ 
able  for  wasted  costs  arising  from 
fact  that  the  authority's  derision 
not  to  contest  a  challenge  by 
judicial  review  was  made  only  at 
the  eleventh  hour. 

Sir  Louis  Bkxn-Cooper.  QC 
sitting  as  a  deputy  judge  in  foe 
Queen's  Bench  Division,  so  stated 
when  adjudicating  on  an  ad¬ 
journed  application  for  costs 
against  the  London  Borough  of 
Lambeth.  His  Lordship  had  earlier 
granted  Donna  Wilson's  applica¬ 
tion  to  quash  the  authority's  de¬ 
cision  that  the  accommodation 
offered  to  her  was  suitable. 

Mr  Tbrence  Gallivan  for  Ms 
Wilson;  Mr  Michael  Magloire  for 
the  local  authority. 

HIS  LORDSHIP  said  that  two 
issues  arose:  whether,  and  in  what 
circumstances,  tbe  court  had 
power  to  make  an  order  for  costs 
against  individual  officers  or  a 
respondent  local  authority  who 
were  not  parties  to  foe  proceed¬ 
ings:  and  if  the  power  existed. 


whether  ft  should  be  exercised  in 
the  present  case. 

The  wasted  costs  procedure  was 
introduced  by  section  4  of  the 
Courts  and  Legal  Services  Act 
1990,  amending  section  51  of  the 
Supreme  Court  Act  1981. 

Section  51(3)  of  the  1961  Art  had 
been  interpreted  liberally  to  enable 
the  court  to  make  an  order  that 
costs  be  paid  other  than  by  a  party 
to  the  proceedings,  albeit  by  a 
person  who  would  necessarily 
have  some  connection  with  the 
proceedings:  see  Aiden  Shipping 
Co  Ltd  v  Interbulk  (11986]  1  AC  965, 
980 F).  On  that  basis,  officers 
working  in  the  housing  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  authority  would 
appear  to  qualify. 

In  Symphony  Group  pic  v  Hodg¬ 
son  ([1994]  QB  179)  the  Court  of 
Appeal  reviewed  the  care  law  in 
which  the  court  had  been  prepared 
to  order  a  non-party  to  pay  costs. 

One  dass  of  person  identified 
was  the  person  who  had  some 
management  responsibility  for  foe 
party’s  operation,  for  example,  the 
director  of  an  insolvent  company 
who  caused  lire  company  improp¬ 
erly  lo  prosecute  or  defend 
proceedings.  The  fart  that  he  could 
not  qualify  as  a  legal  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  purposes  of  the 
wasted  costs  jurisdiction  in  section 


51(6)  did  not  prevent  his  being 
ordered  to  pay  costs  under  the 
court's  general  power  under  sec¬ 
tion  51(3). 

His  Lordship  accepted  Mr 
Galli van's  submission  that  the 
authority  was  a  statutory  corpora¬ 
tion:  see  Hazel I  v  Hammersmith 
and  Fulham  London  Borough 
Council  (11992)  2  AC  I,  4D-E).  Its 
legal  status  was.  therefore,  analo¬ 
gous  to  that  of  a  company  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  Companies 
Ads. 

Mr  Gallivan  further  submitted 
that,  per  Lord  Justice  Balcombe  in 
Symphony  Group  pic  the  court 
might  order  costs  against  a  non- 
party  company  director  where  foe 
latter  foiled  to  give  any  careful 
thought  to  the  basis  on  which 
proceedings  should  be  conducted 
and  had  behaved  irresponsibly. 

As  to  when  the  exceptional 
power  should  be  applied,  his 
Lordship  adopted  and  adapted  the 
Court  of  Appeal's  approach  in 
Ridehaigh  v  Horsefield  QI994j  Ch 
205),  in  respect  of  the  exercise  of  the 
power  under  section  51(6).  The 
three-stage  process  could  be 
framed  as  follows: 

First,  had  the  person  of  whom 
com  plaint  was  made  acted  im¬ 
properly.  unreasonably  or 
negligently? 


Second,  if  so.  did  such  conduct 
cause  foe  applicant  to  incur  un¬ 
necessary  costs? 

Third,  if  so,  was  it,  in  all  the 
circumstances,  just  to  order  foe 
person  to  compensate  the  ap¬ 
plicant  for  foe  whole  or  part  of  the 
relevant  costs? 

On  the  facts,  there  was  no 
clearer  case  on  the  satisfaction  of 
the  criteria. 

His  Lordship  added  the  follow¬ 
ing  guidance  for  local  authorities 
faced  with  the  prospect  of  officials 
being  held  personally  liable. 

Had  there  been  evidence  from 
foe  chief  executive,  or  some  other 
senior  officer,  that  the  authority 
had  been  undergoing  severe  short¬ 
ages.  either  financial  or  man¬ 
agerial,  or  that  at  foe  time  the 
staffing  of  the  department  was 
similarly  depleted  because  of 
resignations  or  ill  health,  the  court 
would  have  had  to  weigh  those 
matters  in  the  balance  before 
concluding  that  the  individual 
officer  responsible  for  dealing  with 
the  case  had  been  irresponsible  or 
negligent  or  had  acted  unreason¬ 
ably-  If  sudi  evidence  were  ad¬ 
duced  the  blame  would  lie 
elsewhere  than  with  the  staff. 

Solicitors:  Fisher  Meredith, 
Clapham;  Mr  David  Tallow, 
Lambeth. 


Possibility  of  landlord’s  kitchen  use  restricts  tenancy 

dnrtraw*  fnmn ration  that  a  tenant  wfuva*  imnrv  m.  n»>r ,u„ ,  .....  */ 


European  Law  Report  Luxembourg 

Transfer  of  undertaking 


Merckx  and  Another  v  Ford 
Motors  Co  Belgium  SA 
Joined  Cases  C- 1 71/94  and  C- 
172/94 

There  was  a  transfer  of  an  under¬ 
taking  where  a  business  holding  a 
motor  vehicle  dealership  for  a 
particular  territory  discontinued 
its  activities  and  the  dealership 
was  then  transferred  to  another 
business  which  look  on  part  of  foe 
staff  and  was  recommended  to 
customers,  without  any  transfer  of 
assets. 

The  Court  of  Justice  of  foe 
European  Communities  (Sixth 
Chamber)  so  hdd  on  Man*  7. 
giving  a  preliminary  ruling  under 
article  177  of  the  EC  Treaty  on 


references  dated  June  15,  1994  by 
the  Courdu  Travail.  Brussels,  on  a 
question  of  interpretation  of  Coun¬ 
cil  Directive  77/1S7/EEC  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  14.  1977  on  the 

approximation  or  the  laws  of  the 
member  state  relating  to  the 
safeguarding  of  employees'  rights 
m  the  event  of  transfers  of  under¬ 
takings.  businesses  or  ports  of 
businesses  (OJ 1977  L61  p26). 

The  Cburt  said  that  in  the  light 
of  foe  principles  in  Case  C-29/91 
Dr  Sophie  Redmond  Sdchting  v 
Bartof  Q 1992]  BCR  1-3189),  and  the 
circumstances  taken  as  a  whole, 
article  1(1)  of  the  directive,  which 
provided  that  the  directive  was  to 
apply  to  "the  transfer  of  an 
undertaking  ...  to  another  em¬ 


ployer  as  a  result  of  a  legal  transfer 
or  merger"  applied. 

The  Court  also  held  that  if  an 
employee  objected  to  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  his  employment  by  the 
transferee,  it  was  for  the  member 
states  to  determine  what  foe  fate  of 
the  contract  of  employment  or 
employment  relationship  with  the 
transferor  should  be. 

However,  where  that  contract  or 
relationship  was  terminated 
because  die  transfer  involved  a 
change  in  the  employee's  level  of 
remuneration  to  his  detriment, 
article  4(2)  of  the  directive  required 
the  member  states  to  provide  that 
foe  emptoyor  was  to  be  regarded  as 
having  been  responsible  for  the 
termination. 


The  Mortgage  Corporation 
Ltd  vUbah 

Before  Lord  Justice  Waite,  Lord 
Justice  Miilett  and  Lord  Justice 
Thorpe 

[Judgment  March  7] 

Where  under  the  terms  of  his 
tenancy  foe  tenant  was  to  share  foe 
use  of  kitchen  with  the  landlord  the 
tenancy  was  a  restricted  contract 
within  section  21  of  the  Rem  Act 
1977  even  though  the  landlord  was 
incapable  of  making  use  of  the 
kitchen. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  in 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  ten¬ 
ant,  Mr  Jerome  Michael  Ubah, 
from  an  order  for  possession  made 
by  Judge  Green,  QC,  at  Wffiesden 
County  Court  In  favour  of  tbe 
landlord.  The  Mortgage  Corpora¬ 
tion  Lid. 

Section  21  of  the  Rent  Act  1977 
provides:  “Where  under  any  con¬ 
tract  -  (a)  a  tenant  has  the 

exclusive  occupation  of  any  accom¬ 
modation.  and  (b)  the  terms  on 
which  he  holds  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  include  the  use  of  other 
accommodation  in  common  with 

his  landlord  ...  and  (c)  by  reason 
only  of  the  circumstances  men¬ 
tioned  in  paragraph  (b)  ...  die 
accommodation  referred .  to  in 
paragraph  (a) ...  is  not  a  dwelling- 
house  let  oh  a  protected  tenancy, 
foe  contract  is  a  restricted 
contract 

Mr  Dedan  O'Mahony  for  foe 
tenant  Ms  Joanna  Youl!  for  the 
landlord. 

LORD  JUSTICE  WAITE  said 


that  a  tenant  whose  tenancy  in¬ 
cluded  the  right  to  share  a  kitchen 
with  his  landlord  could  not  nor¬ 
mally  claim  foe  benefit  of  security 
of  tenure  under  the  Rent  Acts, 
however  humble  his  accommoda¬ 
tion  might  be.  The  reason  was  that 
the  shared  kitchen  facility  pre¬ 
vented  his  accommodation  from 
being  a  separate  dwelling-house 
within  the  terms  of  the  legislation. 

The  principal  question  raised  by 
the  appeal  was  whether  the  tenant 
ceasea  to  suffer  that  disadvantage 
if  there  was  a  change  of  lessor 
resulting  in  an  individual  landlord 
being  replaced  by  a  limited  com¬ 
pany.  A  corporation,  ft  was  sug¬ 
gested.  being  a  mere  creature  of 
the  law  without  appetite  or  culi¬ 
nary  capability  was  incapable  of 
submitting  to  a  shared  use  of  its 
kitchen  because  ft  could  not  itself 
make  use  of  a  kitchen  at  all 
The  property  concerned  was  a 
first  and  second  floor  maisonette  a! 
28  Lydford  Road,  Criddewood, 
London.  On  January  25,  1985  a 
long  leasehold  interest  in  the 
maisonette  was  acquired  by  a 
Nigerian  lawyer.  Chief  Sado 
Oseghale.  On  August  8.  1989  he 
mortgaged  the  maisonette  to  the 
company  for  £85,000.  The  .  chief 
defaulted  orf  foe  mortgage  pay- 
ments  and  the  company  obtained 
an  order  for  possession  of  the 
maisonette  on  December  7, 199a 
part  of  foe  maisonette  was 
occupied,  however,  by  Mr  Ubah. 
He  claimed  to  be  a  tenant  of 
premises  comprising  one  of  foe 


second  floor  bedrooms,  the  second 
floor  bathroom  and  the  first  floor 
lounge.  He  also  claimed  to  be 
entitled,  under  foe  terms  of  his 
tenancy,  to  foe  use  of  the  kitchen. 

According  to  his  unchallenged 
evidence,  the  chief  was  not  in 
permanent  occupation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  properly.  From 
time  to  time  he  authorised  others 
to  stay  there,  but  he  and  his  wife 
also  stayed  there  on  occasions. 

On  May  17.  1991  foe  tenant 
obtained  an  order  that  the  warrant 
for  possession  obtained  by  the 
company  as  landlord  be  stayed  so 
for  as  he  was  concerned  and  that 
foe  possession  order  take  effect 
subject  to  his  tenancy.  The  land¬ 
lord  then  served  him  with,  inter 
alia,  a  notice  to  quit  and  sought  to 
obtain  a  possession  older  against 
him  on  foe  basis  that  he  was  a 
tenant  under  a  restricted  contract 
under  section  21  oT  foe  1977  Act. 

On  December  1.  1994  the  judge 
found  that  foe  tenant  occupied  foe 
premises  under  a  restricted  con¬ 
tract  within  the  terms  of  section  21. 
In  so  finding  he  rejected  foe 


man  personality,  of  exercising 
rights  as  personal  as  those  in¬ 
volved  in  the  user  of  a  kitchen  in 
common  with  another  person. 

.  Par  his  part,  his  Lordship  found 
it  unnecessary  to  decide  whether 
that  submission  was  correct  or  not. 
That  was  nor  because  it  was 
unarguable.  One  could  doubtless 
nave  an  interesting  debate  as  to 
bow  far  a  company  hi  titled  to 
exercise  such  rights  could,  in 
theory  at  feast,  exercise  them 
through  individuals  acting  as  its 
duly  appointed  officers  or  agents, 
it  was  because  foe  submission 

rmssed  the  mam  point  of  the  issue, 
which  was  whether  foe  sharing 
jran&TOents.  notwithstanding 
foat  they  might  not  for  foe  time 
being  be  exercised,  nevertheless 
remained  exercisable. 

Lfoat  question. 

whk*  went  to  the  heart  of  the  case, 

his  Lordship  would  be  prepared  to 
assume  in  favour  of  foe  tenant 
that  it  was  indeed  the  case  that  for 
so  long  as  foe  landlord  under  a 
^tancy  of  such  a  kind  happened  to 


ticable  for  the  rights  of  kitchen 
user  to  become  common  rights. 

The  position  was  no  different 
from  thatwhich  obtained  when  the 
landlord  whose  kitchen  the  tenant 
was  entitled  to  share  was  an 
individual  who  became  perma¬ 
nently  or  temporally  incapadted 
through  illness  or  infirmity  from 
®rcreisuig  foe  functions  of  com¬ 
mon  kitchen  use. 

There  was  in  both  cases  a  lull  in 
I  ..‘ky-to-day  exercise  by  the 
landlord  of  the  rights  of  user  of  his 
kitchen,  matched  by  a  corres¬ 
ponding  lull  in  the  liability  of  the 
tenant  to  have  his  own  use  of  the 
"tchen  disturbed  ty  foe  landlord. 
But  what  mattered  was  not 
whether  rights  were  in  fact  being 
®terased,  but  whether  they  were 
there  to  be  exercised  as  and  when 
™  entitled  to  them  was 
capable  of  doing  so. 

The  faa  that  at  foe  date  or  the 
“"S'*1"™  of  the  possession 
proceedings  the  tenant  was  enjoy- 
jog  a  free  run  of  foe  kitchen  which 
jted  once  belonged  to  foe  chief  but 


In  so  finding  he  rejected  foe  ^  a  lifofted  amp^y  £  now  bScSS8?  »■»*' ^ “ 

tenant’s  plea  that  the  sharing  impossible  for  fo£  landing  foererSS»L?-  ** 

arrangements  regarding  the  because  of  the  disabilities  imncrwi  iud»  i^c^SSllUmZ”,hin8  The 

k^had  laps*. 

landlord  was  concerned,  as  a  user  rights  in  foe  kitchen.  vented  ihl  nSht  P*®- 
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both  as  a  matter  of  law  and  in  the  hands  and  Lf  ;■  Lord  Justice  Milien  and  Lord 
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corporate  individual  without  hu-  again  becomT^^  cJ25dtors:  Hod*«.  Willesden: 


yarned  the  premises  from  qualify¬ 
ing  as  "premises  let  as  a  separate 
jkwfong  under  section  1  andthat 

22J?"*  ih5rcfore  outside  the 
protection  trf  foe  1977  Art. 

T„i2rd^!JStice  Wdfen  and  Lord 

Justice  Thorpe  agreed. 

Solkdtors;  Hoddeni.  Willesden: 
w-’rej isons.  South  Kensington. 
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■  FILM  I 

A  slick  commercia] 
package,  yes, 
but  Disney’s 
new  Toy  Story 
also  proves  to 
be  delightful 


■  FILM  2 

Vietnam’s  urban 
nightmare  is 
pretentiously 
treated  in 
Tran  Anh  Hung’s 
latest,  Cyclo 


ARTS 


■  FILM  3 

Its  heart  may  be  in 
the  right  place, 
but  miscalculated 
whimsy  mars 
the  gay  satire 
of  Jeffrey 


■  TOMORROW 

How  does  Richard 
O’Brien  fare 
in  Disgracefully 
Yours?  Benedict 
Nightingale  gives 
his  verdict 


The  stars  of  Toy  Story  may  come  from  a  computer,  says  Geoff  Brown,  but  the  emotions  are  definitely  human 


Laugh,  cry, 

buy  the  doll 


Looked  at  from  one 
angle.  Toy  Story 
could  be  taken  as  the 
ultimate  expression  of 
dehumanised  cinema.  This  is 
an  animated  film,  but  nobody 
picked  up  a  pencil  or  brush  to 
create  the  images  seen  on 
screen:  instead  they  sat  press¬ 
ing  keys  or  pushing  a  mouse. 
!t  was  all  done  by  computer. 

And,  with  its  cast  of  toys,  the 
film,  produced  for  the  Disney 
empire,  is  a  merchandiser's 
dream.  What  child  would  not 
crave  their  very  own  Woody, 
v  the  endearing  cowboy  mario¬ 
nette  voiced  by  Tom  Hanks,  or 
the  bumptious  space  ranger 
Buzz  Lightyear.  with  his  fold¬ 
ing  wings  and  push  button- 
operated  laser  beams? 

Toy  Story  is  a  slick  commer¬ 
cial  package,  but  it  is  not 
soulless.  John  Lasseier’s  Pixar 
Animation  Studios,  practised 
in  shorts  such  as  the  Oscar- 
winning  Tin  Toy,  uses  its  first 
feature  for  something  beyond 
technical  stunts.  It  has  a  story 
to  tell  —  a  parable,  almost, 
about  belonging  and  friend¬ 
ship  — and  it  crams  the  drama 
with  comedy,  chases,  thrills, 
spills  and  recognisable  human 
emotions. 

It  also  manages  to  keep 
every  age  group  entertained. 
When  we  hear  that  the  toys 
hold  “plastic  erosion  aware¬ 
ness"  meetings,  adults  will 
probably  laugh.  The  more 
cynical  kids,  meanwhile,  may 
appreciate  Sid.  the  delinquent 
child  across  die  street,  who 
cannibalises  toys  to  create 
bizarre  mutants.  Simpler 
souls  may  enjoy  Hamm,  the 
know-aJi  piggy  bank.  Slinky 
Jhe  dog  or  the  platoon  of 
«5reen  Army  Men,  ready  for 
deployment  at  arty  emergency. 

The  film  begins  with  Andy, 
a  six-year-old  bey.  playing 
with  his  toys,  especially 
Woody,  an  old-fashionra  cow¬ 
boy  whose  voice  box  contains 
a  few  choice  phrases,  such  as 
“You’re  ray  favourite  deputy" 
and  "Somebody’s  poisoned  the 


Toy  Story 
Odeon  Leicester  Square 
PG,  81  mins 
A  computer-animated 
delight 

Cyclo 

MGM  Swiss  Centre 
IS.  129  mins 
Life  is  hell  in 
Ho  Chi  Minh  City 

Jeffrey 

MGM  Shaftesbury  Ave 
IS.  92  mins 
Well-intentioned  but 
arch  gay  comedy 

Rhythm  Thief 

Prince  Charles 
18, 84  mins 
No-budget  grunge 
from  New  York 


waterhole".  But  the  story  be¬ 
gins  once  Andy  leaves  and  the 
toys  come  to  life  to  argue,  frolic 
and  express  their  big  fear:  the 
fear  of  being  replaced  by  a 
new  toy.  Andys  birthday 
brings  Buzz  Lightyear,  who 
immediately  becomes  his  fa¬ 
vourite.  To  add  to  Woody’s 
irritation,  bumptious  Buzz 
(voiced  by  Tim  Allen}  believes 
he  is  a  real  space  ranger,  not  a 
toy.  a  notion  knocked  from  his 
noddle  during  adventures  in 
the  dangerous  world  outside 
Andy's  roam. 

The  film’s  look  is  amazing. 
The  camera  darts  and  swoops 
over  settings  with  the  sleek, 
sharp  contours  of  super-realist 
paintings  or  Charles  Shee/ert 
industrial  landscapes.  Detail 
is  pared  down,  but  precise: 
note  the  scuffs  and  scratches 
on  the  skirting  board  around 
Andy's  room.  Some  of  the  toys 
remain  one-joke  objects,  but 
Woody  and  Buzz  grow  in 
stature,  and  their  progress 
from  enmity  to  friendship  is 
entirely  convincing.  Hanks 
and  Allen's  voices  play  a  key 
part  in  the  humanising  pro¬ 


cess*.  but  die  pair  would  not 
come  to  life  as  they  do  without 
the  range  of  expressions  on 
their  three-dimensional  faces. 
Although  the  credits  list  the 
names  of  five  dogs  used  for 
“five  action  dog  reference"  no 
mention  is  made  of  the  veteran 
actors  who  must,  in  part,  have 
inspired  Buzz  and  Woody: 
Buzz  resembles  a  chunky  Kirk 
Douglas,  while  Woody’s  gosh- 
dam  lanky  face  suggests  the 
young  James  Stewart. 

The  credits  also  list  a  "digi¬ 
tal  massage  therapist".  The 
mind  boggles.  But  whatever 
unfathomable  technology 
brought  Toy  Story  into  being, 
the  completed  film  is  delight¬ 
fully  user-friendly. 

Admirers  of  The  Scent  of 
Green  Papaya  may  be  taken 
aback  by  Cydo,  the  brazen, 
uncomfortable  second  feature 
from  the  Vietnamese-born  di¬ 
rector  Tran  Anh  Hung.  Gone 
is  the  poised,  immaculate, 
artificial  look  of  the  streets  and 
rooms  of  period  Saigon, 
recreated  in  a  Paris  studio. 
Instead,  Tran  hurls  us  into  the 
real-tile  bustle  of  contempo¬ 
rary  Ho  Chi  Minh  City  (for¬ 
merly  Saigon),  with  its 
teeming  streets,  incessant 
noise  and  lurking  violence.  At 
some  points  the  camera 
sweeps  around  grandly  in  a 
social-realist  mode,  taking  in 
housing  facades  and  traffic 
before  eventually  landing  on 
the  key  character  or  action. 


Soon  to  be  seen  on  a  Christinas  list  near  you.  Woody  the  cowboy  and  Buzz  lightyear  the  astronaut  square  off  in  Disney's  dazzling  Toy  Story 


Elsewhere,  the  camera 
moves  in  tightly  for  a 
cryptic,  surrealist  im¬ 
age:  an  insect  crawl¬ 
ing  along  a  lip.  a  face  doused 
with  paint  or  a  jet  erf  blood 
spurting  from  a  knifed  neck. 
But  whatever  the  camera  does*- 
it  shows  off. 

The  film's  ostentation  grows 
apace  as  the  narrative  disinte¬ 
grates.  The  basic  thread  of 
Tran’s  script  is  simple.  Le  Van 
Loc.  the  young  hero  —  nobody 
is  given  a  name  —  drives  a 
cyclo  (a  bicyde  rickshaw). 


ferrying  passengers  through 
the  dogged  streets.  While  he  is 
attending  a  call  of  nature,  his 
vehicle  is  stolen;  to  recoup  its 
cost  he  falls  in  with  a  criminal 
gang  run  by  the  Poet  (Tony 
Leung),  a  brooding  figure  who 
also  serves  as  pimp  for  the 
hero's  sister.  But  tire  further 
the  cydo  driver  delves  into 
crime,  the  more  oblique  die 
director's  approach  becomes; 
and  the  pmsuit  of  startling 
images,  ousts  old-fashioned 
things  such  as  motivation  and 
character  development 
The  film’s  visceral  impact  is 
astonishing:  this  is  Train¬ 
spotting  for  the  art  houses. 
Cydo  may  also  reward  atten¬ 
tion  as  a  despairing  portrait  of 
Vietnam’s  urban  hell  from  an 
outside  observer  (Tran  moved 


Pounding  the  pink  drum 


The  love  that  dared  not 
speak  its  name  now 
boisterously  proclaims 
it  in  mainstream  movies. 
Christopher  Ashley’s  Jeffrey 
is  one  of  20  feature  films  made 
in  the  past  year  which  are 
showing  in  the  tenth  London 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Film  Festi¬ 
val,  opening  tonight 
Since  Tom  Hanks  played  in 
Philadelphia,  leading  stars 
are  much  less  nervous  about 
appearing  as  sexual  non-con¬ 
formists.  Eric  Roberts  plays  a 
homosexual  defiantly  facing 
death  from  Aids  in  Its  My 
Party,  directed  by  Randal 
KJeiser.  who  made  Grease, 
and  with  a  supporting  cast 


Mainstream  acceptance  has  led  to  a 
plethora  of  films  on  gay  and  lesbian 
topics.  David  Robinson  reports 


including  Olivia  Newlon- 
John,  Roddy  MacDoweO  and 
George  Segal.  Paul  Mercurio, 
from  Strictly  Ballroom,  app¬ 
eals  in  Charles  Winkler’s 
Ribbon  Blues,  a  comedy 
about  politically  correct  gay 
criminals  pitted  against  phar¬ 
maceutical  corporations  profi¬ 
teering  from  Aids  drugs. 

Though  most  of  die  films 
are  British  or  American,  a  few 
come  from  further  afield. 


1111  '  '  I  |\ll.S 
SCREEN 
WRITING 
COMPETITION 


How  to  enter  The  Times 
Screenwriting  Competition  and  win  a 
trip  to  Hollywood  to  pitch  your 
idea  for  a  film  to  five  leading  studios 


Ryosuke  Hashiguchi’s  Like 
Grains  of  Sand  is  an  an¬ 
guished  and  touching  two- 
hour  saga  of  repressed 
passion  in  a  Japanese  boys' 
high  school.  Yee  Chih  Yen's 
cheerful  comedy  of  sexual 
entanglements,  Lonely 
Hearts  Club,  comes  from 
Taiwan.  The  most  exotic  en¬ 
try,  though,  is  Shanna  Serik- 
bajewa’s  Life  is  a  Woman,  de¬ 
picting  lesbian  love  in  a 
Kazakhstan  prison. 

Generally,  the  film-makers 
in  this  year’s  festival  appear 
less  constrained  than  in  the 
past  by  the  need  to  make 
propaganda.  Sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  is  now  secondary  to  a 
good  story.  Even  the  most 
mythical  moment  in  gay  polit¬ 
ical  history,  the  1969  Stone¬ 
wall  riots,  becomes  the 
background  for  personal  his¬ 
tories  in  the  late  Nigel  Finch’s 
Stonewall 

The  long  odyssey  to  this 
sexual  liberation  is  related  in 
The  Celluloid  Closet  directed 
by  Jeffrey  Friedman  and  Rob 
Epstein.  Hollywood,  assess¬ 
ing  the  puritanical  squea¬ 
mishness  of  the  American 
audience,  steered  dear  of  any¬ 
thing  off-colour.  “It  was". 
Gore  Vidal  recalls,  “like  writ¬ 
ing  for  the  Kremlin.  You 
learnt  to  write  between  the 
tines.” 

The  audience  learnt  to  read 
between  the  lines  there  were 


cherished  icons  for  those  who 
perceived  them:  Mrs  Dan¬ 
vers's  reverence  for  the  dead 
Mrs  de  Winter’s  underclothes 
in  Rebecca;  Joan  Crawford's 
leather  gear  in  Johnny  Gui¬ 
tar,  John  Ireland  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  Clift  expressing 
strange  passions  with  pistols 
in  Red  River,  Sal  Mineo’s 
worship  of  James  Dean  in 
Rebel  Without  a  Cause. 

The  Celluloid  Closet  recalls 
the  landmarks  dial  finally 
brought  the  other  sexualities 
into  the  open  on  the  American 
screen.  The  commercial  suc¬ 
cess  of  a  1961  English  film. 
Basil  Dearden’s  Victim,  in 
which  Dirk  Bogarde  —  with 
astounding  courage  for  the 
time  —  played  a  homosexual 
first  opened  the  doors.  For  a 
long  time,  though,  the  fate  of 
screen  homosexuals  (unless 
they  were  “assy”  character 
comics)  was  invariably  last- 
red  death.  A  macabre  high 
point  of  The  Celluloid  Closet 
is  a  montage  holocaust  of  the 
violent  deaths  of  Hollywood 
screen  homosexuals. 

The  breakthrough  came  in 
the  Seventies.  The  Boys  in  the 
Band  may  have  been  tor¬ 
mented,  but  at  least  they 
stayed  alive;  and  Cabaret 
presented  its  homosexual 
hero  (Michael  York)  without 
fuss  or  comment. 

Although  shot  in  America. 
The  Celluloid  Closet  was 
produced  by  Channel  4. 
which  will  screen  it  on  tele¬ 
vision  later  in  the  year. 

■  77re  London  Lesbian  &  Cay 
Film  Festival  begins  tonight  at  the 
National  Film  Theatre,  South 
Bank.  SE1  (0171-028 3232) 


to  France  at  the  age  of  12).  But 
there  comes  a  point  after  so 
much  mingling  of  beauty  and 
horror,  so  much  noise  and 
blood,  so  many  artful  shots  of 
lizards  and  fish  where  you 
cannot  be  dazzled  anymore: 
you  want  a  film  with  a  human 
face.  Cyclo  does  not  have  one. 

“Hate  Aids,  not  life,"  is  the 
message  thumped  out  in  Jef¬ 
frey  {see feature  below).  It  is  an 
uplifting  message  to  be  sure, 
although  its  delivery  is  heavy- 
handed.  On  the  stage,  Paul 
Rudnick’s  play  was  by  all 
accounts  a  merry  carnival  of 
sketches,  barbs  and  gay  varia¬ 
tions  on  romanticeranedy  con¬ 
ventions;  but  this  transfer  to 
film,  under  the  aegis  of  its 
New  York  stage  director. 
Christopher  Ashley,  signally 
lades  the  party  spirit 

Jeffrey,  played  by  Steve 
Weber,  is  an  arch  ditherer.  For 
safety's  sake,  he  decides  to 
avoid  sex;  then  Steve  comes 
along,  the  man  of  his  dreams. 
Should  he  commit?  To  fill  the 
gaps  while  he  makes  up  his 
mind,  Rudnick  and  Ashley 
offer  fantasy  sequences  with 
Mother  Teresa,  a  television 
quiz  show  called  It’s  Just  Sex,  a 
dreadful  cameo  from  Sigour¬ 
ney  Weaver  as  a  New  Age 
evangelist  and  lots  of  banter 
with  Patrick  Stewart’s  flam¬ 
boyant  interior  designer.  At 
best  you  get  the  odd  biting  line 
of  dialogue.  At  worst  you 
suffer  arch  whimsy,  tired  fag¬ 
got  stereotypes  and  grotesque 


miscalculations,  such  as  the  tf) 

sudden  cut  to  popcorn  munch-  Ivd  I  t^Slll  f  1 

ers  watching  the  film  in  a 

cinema,  gulping  at  a  passion- '  Every  week  young  film  fans 


‘Refreshingly  simple’ 


ate  gay  kiss. 

Jeffrey  has  its  heart  in  the 
right  place,  but  the  issues  at 
stake  —  life,  death,  happiness 
—  are  just  too  important  for 
audiences  to  swallow  its  faults 
with  a  smile. 


Appearing  briefly  at 
the  Prince  Charles 
cinema  before  its  de¬ 
but  next  week  on 
video.  Rhythm  Thief  flings  the 
viewer  down  cm  New  York's 
Lower  East  Side  for  a  grainy, 
downbeat  and  exasperating  90 
minutes.  The  company  in¬ 
cludes  a  seller  of  bootleg  punk 
rock  cassettes  who  eats  peanut 
butter  with  a  screwdriver;  a 
loopy  girl  who  has  her  moth¬ 
er’s  poetry  written  on  her 
arms;  and  a  fast-talking  dude 
who  seems  to  be  auditioning  to 
be  Quentin  Tarantino. 

Surprisingly,  the  film 
brought  Matthew  Harrison 
the  Best  Director  prize  at  the 
Sundance  festival  last  year. 
He  has  energy  and  resilience 
in  plenty:  he  shot  all  the 
footage  in  ten  days  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000.  But  the  film's  gloomy 
posturing  soon  sends  it  down 
a  cul-de-sac;  and  Harrison's 
assumption  that  frenetic, 
hand-held,  black-and-white 
camerawork  equals  real  life 
needs  to  be  questioned.  In  this 
case,  it  equals  irritation. 


discuss  new  releases. . . 

TOY STORY 

Jenny  Dawson.  20:  1  was 
laughing  all  the  way  through. 
This  is  a  definite  must-see;  you 
don't  need  to  he  a  kid. 
Lizanne  Rose.  22:  Amusing, 
but  definitely  for  the  under- 
12s. 

Snzie  Gilbert,  18: 1  preferred 
this  to  the  normal  Disney 
animations  —  much  more 
light-hearted  and  it  looked 
refreshingly  simple.  However, 
I  think  it’s  something  you  are 
more  likely  to  watch  on  the  TV 
on  Christmas  Day  than  pay 
money  to  see. 

Stuart  Fennegan.  19*.  Excel¬ 
lent.  The  plot  was  good  — 
more  than  just  an  excuse  to 
have  an  animated  story. 

RHYTHM  THIEF 
Jenny.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
get  involved  in  this;  I  felt 
nothing  for  the  main  charac¬ 
ter.  But  it  was  watchable 
enough  as  its  style  was  so 
different  to  the  normal  Holly¬ 
wood  genre. 

Lizanne:  This  is  probably  the 
worst  film  I’ve  seen  in  a  long 
time.  The  director  used  every 
possible  camera  technique  to 
compensate  for  a  poor  script 
and  weak  acting. 

Stuart:  I  found  this  very 
strange;  I  starred  not  liking  it. 


SNAP 

VERDICT 


but  ir  grew  on  me.  I  liked  the 
camera  techniques,  but  the 
acting  was  truly  awful. 

Suzie:  It  wouldn't  be  fair  to 
look  for  wham-bam  action  in 
this  film  as  it  is  more  an 
exploration  of  the  male  char¬ 
acter.  This  takes  time,  so  some 
of  the  scenes  are  sluggish,  but 
overall  it  works  well. 

JEFFREY 

Suzie:  This  reminded  me  of 
those  terrible  Eighties  Ameri¬ 
can  comedies.  This  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  break  stereotypes 
about  gay  men.  but  it  ended 
up  reinforcing  them. 

Stuart*  It  was  fairly  amusing, 
but  I  wouldn't  tell  anybody  to 
expect  too  much. 

Jenny:  I  was  so  bored  it  even 
made  Rhythm  Thief  look 
good. 

Lizanne;  The  plot  is  simple 
and  predictable,  but  the 
love/lust  dilemma  of  Jeffrey  is 
consistently  funny.  It  manages 
to  neither  over-sen  timentajise 
nor  trivialise  the  subject 


;y  r;- i'.  :::\  :=  ;:;.v  ;" 


FROM  TOMORROW 


MGM 


AND  SELECTED  CINEMAS  NATIONWIDE 


BUZZ  LIGHTYEAR.  one  erf 

the  leading  characters  in 

VVak  Disney  Pictures' 

Toy  Story,  the  first 

full  length  feature  film 

entirely  generated  by  . 
computer. 


Movie  history. 
In  the  making. 


O  Disney  1995.  The  Walt  Disney  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 


It  took  a  giant  leap  of  the  imagination  to  create  Waft  Disney's  Toy  Story, 
it  took  our  rendering  systems  to  make  it.  Find  out  more.  Call  01252  399  364. 
Visit  our  brilliant  interactive  Toy  Story  website  at  http://www.bvi.co.uk/toystory/ 
or  Sun  at  http://www.sun.com. 


Sun 


THE  NETWORK  IS  THE  COMPUTER- 


TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 1996 


■  CHOICE  1 


Christoph  von 
Dohnanyi  brings 
his  Cleveland 
Orchestra  to  town 

VENUE:  Tonight  at 
the  Festival  Hall 


■  CHOICE  2 


Isabelle  Huppert 
plays  Mary 
Stuart  in 
Schiller’s  drama 

VENUE-  Opening  night 
at  the  Lyttelton 


■  CHOICE  3 


Eleanor  Bron 
takes  the  lead 
in  Albee’s  A 
Delicate  Balance 

VENUE  Nottingham 

Playhouse,  now  in  preview 


■  YOUNG  ARK 


How  one  of 
London's  top 
youth  orchestras 

mounts  a  .  ’ 
performance  of 
Puccini’s  Tosca 


LONDON 

OHIO  ADVENTURE  Do  no/  mfes 
tofiflWa  all  too  rare  cftance  to  near  tfra 
Cleveland  Orchesna:  as  programmes 
arenrartaUy  a  detenus  iribt  oJ  meaty 
•rate.  maflcuausiy  teheareed  and  hi 
of  adwtture.  Music  drector  Chratoph 
von  Dohndnyi  oonduas  Ugetfs 
ntateHire  AtmospMres,  Schumarn  s 

Symphony  No  1 ,  Spring,  aid 

Stravinsky  3 

FertvaJHafl.  South  Bank.  SEl  [0171- 
960  434?)  Taught,  r  30pm  g 

MARY  STUART;  Opanng  mgh»  lor 
babdtB  rtjppert,  mahng  her  Erflfiah 
Stage  debut  m  the  trtte  tale  of  Scfifer's 
groat  drama.  Anna  Mawey  plays  the 
Vbgr  Queen  and  Howard  Dawes 
(tanas. 

National  (Lytraton).  South  Bark,  SET 
(0171-0282352)  TorioM.Tpm  ThenFtt- 
Tue,  730pm  In  rep  @ 

NOW  YOU  KNOW' A  pre-West  End 
lout  at  MdhQBl  Rayn's  sty&eh  sancus 
comedy  stars  Adam  Fatfi  as  head  ol 
an  organisation  dedicated  to  unearthing 
poHcol  secrete  InteKgecrand 
dwwtrng,  some  good,  flvey  wring.  Put  it 
received  maed  reviews  al  Hampstead 
last  year  tor  dstnconststanaes. 
RMwwnd.  The  Gieon.  RWroond 
(0181-940  0088)  Tonight -Sat  7.45pm. 

mat  Sat  2  30pm  G 


B  BROTHERS  OF  THE  BRUSH 
Award  vWmng  bat  play  kom  yet  another 
Insh  prodigy  Jvmiy  Murphy's  comic 
tragedy  ot  three  Cxifcn  house  partben 
pitted  agaJnst  each  other  by  the* 
demanding  toss-.  A  Soho  Theatre  Co 
co-production  dwecxed  by  Rough 
Mode's  Lyme  Pariaa 
Arts.  Great  Monport  Street  WC2 
(0171-836  3334)  Previews  lomghtand 
tomorrow,  7  30pnr  Sal,  5.30  and 
830pm  Opens Mer25,  7pm. 

E  CHAPTER  TWO  Tom  Conn  and 
Sharon  Glees  pbay  unattached  New 
Yorimra  wtnrfmg  towa-ris  each  other  m 
Net  Srnoc's  comedy  Mol  tvs  best 
Gielgud.  Shaftesbury  Avenue,  W1 
(01 71  -494  50651  Mon-Fn.  6pm  SaL 
a  15pm.  mats  Thras  3pm.  Sat  5pm. 

□  DISGRACEFULLY  YOURS 

Richard  O'Brien  plays  the  sauna:  host  at 
Club  Inlemo.  grvvig  his  roc*  tour  ot  Halt 
a sse,led  tv  the  Fabulous  Frockettes  and 
a  hand  ol  Back  Angels.  SwJ  to  be  witty 
and  spirited 

Comedy.  Panion  Street.  SW1  (0171- 
369  17311  Mon  Fn,  8pm;  Sal  6pm  and 
8.30pm. 

P  THE  COMPLETE  WORKS  OF 
WILLIAM  SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED)  RSCs  (Reduced 
Shakespeare  Company)  popular,  potty 
roogh-rtarvUing  ol  the  Bard.  The 


NEW  RELEASES 

♦  GET  SHORTY  115)-  John  Travolta  s 
loanshark  takas  an  the  mowe  buaness. 
Entertaining  but  trivial  comedy  from 
Bmore  Leorwrd's  novel  Director.  Barry 
Scxmenteid  With  Danny  De  Wo.  Gene 
Hackman  and  Do  troy  Undo 

Empire  G  (0171-437 1234)  Gate  H 
(01 71  -727  4043!  MG  Ms  Fulham  Road 
(0171  -370  26361  Trocadera  8  (01 71- 
434  0031 1  Odeon  Swiss  Cottage 
(01 426  91 4098)  Ritzy  T0I7I  •  737  2121 1 
Screen/Bnfcer  Street  10171  9352772) 

UCIWMMeyaG  (0171 -792  33321 

THE  MOST  TERRIBLE  TIME  OF  MY 

UFE  KacoHayadv  s  vai  tab's  paurone 
ttaiTar.  with  Mauteenr  Nagasa  as  a 
Yokohama  defective. 
ICAG(0Tn-9»3647j 

•  NIXON (IS)  Exhausting,  overlong 
parnaU  wirh  Anthony  Hopkins  and  too 
much  razzte-dazzte  hom  drector  Oliver 
Stone 

ClaphamPIctiira  House  (0171-498 
33211  UGUa:  Chotaaa  (0171-352  5096) 
Trocadera  G  (01 71 -134  0031 ) 

Odeons:  Kaymaikat  (01426  9153S3) 
Kensington  101426014666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  91409B)  UCt 
WhltatoyaB  (01 71-792  3332)  Wamar 
G I0171-4J7  4343) 

TOY  STORY.  Sea  renew,  page  35 
Leicester  Square  (01428915683) 


TODAY'S  CHOICE 


A  daffy  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
compiled  by  KHs  Anderson 


ELSEWHERE 

GLASGOW-  Lovers  ol  Pagan  rtfs  style 
should  hurry  to  torH^tFs  Royal  Scottish 

National  Orchestra  concert  whan 

Naender  tajorew  eortuOa  both 
Rachmarwiav's  Rhapsody  on  a  theme 
of  Paganini  and  LutostawskTs  Ifanattons 
on  a  meme  at  Phganw  John  Li  feme 

soioet  tor  a  prograrrane  that  Includes 

Revel  and  Muss«g*y&  w-po»*tar 
PWurasafanExhirtoi 
Royal  Concart  Hai,  Buchanan  Street 
(0141-2275511)  730pm  S 

IPSWICH:  Six  adore  play  more  than 
30  characters  n  Geoffrey  Beavers's 
eacelent  adaptation  ot  George  Sa'a 
Adam  Bede.  Aareal  sxam  pie  dhow  to 
transfer  (he  spirit  ot  a  book  lo  the  srege 
Wotoey.  CMC  DrWo  (01473  253725) 
Opens tonij^L  7 45pm  ThenMon-Fr. 

7  45pm,  SaL  8pm:  mats  Wed.  2.30pm 
end  Sat,  4pm  UntfMai30 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeremy  Kingston’s  assessment 
ofth— tra  showing  In  London 

■  House  fuU,  returns  onty 
B  Some  seats  avadabte 
□  Seats  at  etl  prices 


Compiels  Hrsfov  at  Amenta 
faondgedl  plays  Tubs 
Criterion.  Ptcc/HtVy  Qian.  Wt  (0171- 
369  1737)  Wed- SaL  8pm.  Mels  Trturs, 
3pm.  SaL  5pm  and  Sun.  4pm  G 

□  HARRY  AND  ME.  Shelia  Hancock. 
Ron  Cook  and  Dudley  Sutton  m  new 
togel  Mtitams  play,  a  dark  comedy 
recording  the  death  throes  at  on 
appattig  chel  snow 

Royal  Court.  Stoane  Square,  SW1 
(0171-730  1745)  Previews  loright-Tue. 
7 -30pm.  Opens  Mar  27.  7pm 

□  AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND'  Triumphant 
return  tor  Peter  Hal's  production  of 
Wilde's  drama  ot  poktical  sleaze  and 
scandal  The  star  cast  r dudes  Martin 
Shaw,  Anna  Carre*®.  Peftrtie  Dovwile. 
Theatre  Royal.  Heyrnarfcei.  SW1 
(0171-9308800)  Mon-Sal.  745pm: 
mala  Wed  and  Sal.  3pm  © 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Gooff  Brown’s  Aiaewuiiaul  of 
films  In  London  and  (Where 
indicated  wrth  the  symbol  ♦  ) 
on  rateesa  across  01*  country 


CURRENT 

FRENCH  TWIST  (18)-  Jovial  French 
farce  with  a  lesbian  angle  from  wittei- 
directoi  Josiane  Balasho.  who  co-srare 

With  Via  ora  Abut 

MGMs:  Chelsea  (0171-352  5096) 
PIccadBly  (017 1 -437  3561 )  Tottenham 
Court  Rood  (0171-636  6148)  Odeons; 
Kensington  (01 426974666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  914096)  Rttey  (0171- 
737  2121)  Wamar  B  (0171  -437  4343) 

*  JUMANJl  (TO).  Exhilarating  ronp 
about  a  rasrtorest  board  name  that 
comas  ID  Be.  With  Robei  Wittams. 
Odeon*  Kensington  (01426  914666) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  9140961 UCI 
WMMaya  G(01 71-792  3332) 

•  RESTORATION  (15)-  Lie  and  loves 
at  a  17th-century  physdan  (Robert 
Downey  Jr)  Costume  extravaganza 
toes  its  way  With  Sam  Nell  and  Meg 
Ryan,  daectn.  Michael  Hallman 
MGMsfBMor  Street  (01 71 -935  9772) 
CtiMaea  (01 71-352  5096)  Odeons; 


NOTTINGHAM;  Eleanor  Bren  plays 
one  of  the  troubled  middle*  geren  A 
Dedicate  Balance.  Edward  Atoee'e 
darkly  humorous  and  passionate  play 
about  nagrtourtness.  Tom  Cfltatt 
directs  whet  may  be  (ho  fwsl  remd  sinoe 
the  RSC  production  in  the  1970s. 
Playhouse,  WeJirgTcn  Ckcufi  (0115- 
941 0419).  Previews  tongtt-SBL  art 
opens  Mm,  7.30pm.  Unti^f  8.® 

Sf^TSLD: ’Some  oittie  best  of ; 
cortemparaiy  ttenca  crimes  on  Uaga  m 
t/*s  season's  Danceyrorks  fesltvat,  . 
hdirfng  ibrt^tfa  pertonnances  from 
the  teem  ot  KetfMhouse  Dame  and 
Bamrnghain  Contemporary  Mualc 
Group,  and  three  rught3  of  (fie  magical 
Dance  Bites  lots  from  the  Royal  Be&et 
Bear  OMoe;  (0114-276  6922) 


BrBatj  Moseun-  Bekul'  Uncovering 
(ha Past (01 71 -636 1555)..  Hayward: 
SpeBxxjnd:  Art  and  Flm  (071-928 
3144}  . .  Nottomii  QeQery.  At  Home 
v4th  Constable's  ComSaid  (01 71-747 
2885} .  .  Naflooal  Portrait  GaBary. 
Tt«  Room  in  Vleiv  (01 71-306  OWQ .. . 
Royal  Academy  London  Original  Print 
Far  (0171-4397439) .  Serpeodn* 
Jean-Mchet  Bosquet  (0171-723 
9Q721  ..  Tata;  Cfcanna  (0171-887 
8000/09906810101.  VS  A:  The 
LeigtBon  Frescoes  (01 71 -938  6SOO) 


□  MORE  THAN  losses- A  success 

at  last  year's  Edinburgh.  Graeme  Messer 
and  (33re  BasaTs  play  with  must:  a 
woman's  obsession  lor  a  gay  man  and 
for  dangerous  sax. 

Rtoerskte  Studios.  Crisp  Road. 
Hammersmith.  W8  (0181-741  2255) 
Opens  longhL  7.4^m.  Then  Tue- 
Tburs  and  Sat-Sun.  7  45pm;  Fri,  a  15pm. 

□  SKYLIGHT'  Outstanding  playing  by 
Mcroel  Gambon  end  Lie  WOtams  in 
David  Hare's  dramatisation  ot  society's 
confess  n  (he  farm  of  a  pnekiy  reunion 
between  two  lovers. 

Wyndham’s.  Charmg  Ooss  Road. 

WC2  (0171-369 1736).  Mon-Setf  Bpm: 
mat  Sat  3pm. 

B  TAP  DOGS-  Den  Perry's  **w  ot 
darcera  m  worKng-boots  retuns  ta  Us 
buidng^iea  set  High  enetgy  stidt. 

Lyric.  Shaftesbuy  Avenue.  W1  (01 71- 
494  5045).  Previews  torvgK,  Man.  8pm; 
Fn,  Set.  6pm.  8  45pm  Opens  Mar  26 

■  TOMMY:  Hugely  impressive  staging 
ot  the  traumatised  chtcTe  apotheosu  to 
pttdMfl  wizard.  Loads  ot  Madrono 
tacks  disgune  die  improbability. 
Shalteitaay.  Shaftesbury  Avenue. 

WC2  (0171-379  5399).  Mon- SaL  8pm 
mats  Wed  and  SaL  3pm.  G 

Ticket  tfi  formatter  applied  by  Sooety 
ol  London  TYndre. 


Kensington  (01426  914666)  Swiss 
Cottage  (01426  B14098)  Weal  End 
(01426  915574)  UCI  WhBetoya  H 
10171 -79G  33321 

♦  SQfSE  AND  SENSIBILITY  (U): 
Emma  Thomjburfs  radent  adaptation 
ot  Jam  Austen's  early  novel,  wtih 
Thompson  and  Kata  Winslet  as  sisters 
with  itinerant  approaches  to  romance. 
Dkectar.  Ara  Lee. 

BwWcanG  (0171-638  8891JChetaee 
(Ot  71-361  3742)  CJaphwn  Plcfcaw 
Houee  (0171-498  3323)  CUizorc 
Maytair  (0171-369  1720)  West  End 
101 71  -369  1 722)  Notttog  HD  Coronet 
G 10171-727  6705}  Odeon  Kensington 
(01426  9146061  May  (0171-737  21211 
Scraen/HU  G  (Ol  71 -435  3366) 
Watermans  (0181  568  1 1 76) 

♦  TRAINSPOTTING  (10)  Abrasive 
look  at  junkie  Ms.  from  Irvine  Walsh's 
novel,  made  by  the  ShaSow  Grave 
team.  With  Ewan  McGregor  and  Ewen 
Brenner.  Osedor.  Danny  Boyle 
Ctapham  Picture  (01 71-498  3323) 
MGMk  Chelsea  (01 71  -352  5096) 
FiAam  Road  (0171 -370  2636) 
HaymratteC  (0171-839  1527) 
Tottenham  Court  Road  (01 71-638 
61481  Odeons:  Marble  An*  (01426 
914501)  Serbs  Cottage  (01426 
914098)  Rio  (0171-254  6677)  Ritzy 
(0171-737  2121)  ScreenfBaknrStaeat 
(0171-935  2772)  Scrwen/Green  (0171- 
228  3520)  lid  WHleleys  G  (01 71 -792 

3332}  Warner  G  (0171-437  4343) 


ARTS  _ 

Hilaty  Finch  watches  a  youth  orchestra  preparing  a  bold  excursion  into  Puccini 


Tosca  treated  to  teenage  touch 


If  you  ever  fancied  your 
chances  in  rosea,  now  is 
the  time  to  turn  up.  On 
Saturday,  the  Church  of 
St  Barnabas  in  Ealing  will  be 
transformed  into  the  interior 
of  Sant’ Andrea  della  Valle:  the 
words  of  the  Act  1  Te  Deum 
will  be  printed  in  the  prog¬ 
ramme,  and  the  audience  will 
be  expected  to  sing  along. 
Puccini’s  opera  is  also  playing 
at  the  Coliseum,  and  if  you 
want  to  hear  one  or  two 
soloists  from  English  National 
Opera's  second  team,  the 
church  is  where  to  find  them. 

The  Ealing  Youth  Orchestra 
is  back  on  die  boards.  Under 
their  conductor,  Mark  Good¬ 
ing.  they  put  an  an  opera— or 
part  of  one —  every  year.  “We 
have  done  Wagner,  Strauss, 
Bartdk.  so  it  seemed  about 
time  for  Puccini.  And  since  we 
often  play  in  St  Barnabas,  and 
this  opera  is  set  in  .  a 
church- . . "  Gooding  may 
sound  brusque  and  blase,  but 
he  knows  what  his  band  is 
made  ot  Gdtterddmmerung 
and  Bluebeard  hold  no  terrors 
for  his  players. 

Since  Gooding  joined  them 
ten  years  ago.  they  .have 
discovered  that  they  have  a 
healthy  appetite  for  the 
crunchy  modem  scores  of 
Maik-Anthony  Turnage  — 
they  have  performed  all  his 
major  orchestral  works  —  and 
that  Mozart  and  Schubert  is 
where  the  problems  really 
begin.  Which,  of  course,  is  just 
as  it  should  be. 

Every  May,  the  Ealing 
Youth  Orchestra  does  a  major 
orchestral  programme;  a  pops" 
concert  follows  in  July.  During 
their  annual  summer  tour  of 
Brittany  they  fill  St  Malo 
Cathedral  to  capacity.  And 
every  January  there’s  a  concert 
focusing  on  their  own  instru¬ 
mental  soloists. 

The  orchestra  is  30  years 
old:  its  members  range  from  11 
to  20.  One  of  the  first  bands  to 
spring  up  in  the  1960s  during 
the  heady  flush  of  local  peripa¬ 
tetic  teaching  provision,  it  now 
survives  with  a  strong  core  of 


Members  of  the  Ealing  Youth  Orchestra  rehearsing  for  Puccini's  Tosca  at  the  Church  of  St  Barnabas  in  Ealing 


parental  support,  a  small 
local-authority  grant,  and  a 
busy  box  office. 

The  rigorous  and  gritty 
Gooding  has  raised  standards 
to  the  point  where  an  average 
of  three  members  a  year  find 
themselves  in  the  National 
Youth'  Orchestra,  and  many 
go  an  into  the  profession. 
Mark-Anthony  Tumage.  who 
is  all  bur  composer-in-resi- 
dence.  so  strong  is  his  support 
for  the  band,  sees  the  EYO  as  a 
“melting  pot  for  musicians’*, 
and  dams,  th3t- their  perfor¬ 
mances  of  works  of  his  such  as 
Three  Screaming  Popes. 
Drowned  Out  and  Momen¬ 
tum  have  been  “as  good  as  any 
professional  performance". 
He  cant  wait  for  the  chance  to 
write  a  major  piece  for  them. 

Gooding,  though,  empha¬ 
sises  that  the  main  value  of  the 
orchestra  is  for  players  who 
will  never  go  into  the  profes¬ 
sion.  “Those  who  will  really 
suffer  from  our  instrumental 
services  being  cut  are  not  the 
orchestras,  not  the  profession¬ 


als.  but  the  average,  normal 
kid  who  wants  something 
really  worthwhile  to  do  on  a 
Friday  night 

To  make  music  to  the  very 
best  of  their  ability,  to  take 
pride  in  doing  something  in¬ 
credibly  well.  This  is  their 
social  life.  Young  people’s 


C  I  don’t  see 
myself  ever 
leaving  this 
orchestra  ? 


music-making  is  the  lifeblood 
of  this  country." 

And  in  rehearsal,  that  blood 
is  an  the  boiL  First  the  over¬ 
ture  to  Verdi's  Force  of  Desti¬ 
ny.  “Violins  only!  Now  bee/! 
Come  on.  you  can’t  play  it  up 
here.  HEEL!"  It  feels  like 
Crufts  on  a  bad  day.  Then 


Respighi.  77ie  Pines  of  Rome 
are  shuddering.  “Sing  it!  Don’t 
attack  it  and  die.  No  retakes. 
Now  the  last  movement  From 
eighteen."  A  fine  pianissimo 
breathes  out  from  the  second 
violins.  "Far  too  loud.  One 
hair  only.  Less  contact  No 
sound  at  all."  And.  at  last 
roscez.  A  yelp  of  disappoint¬ 
ment  ai  the  very  start  “Aw! 
You  didn't  enjoy  the  A  against 
the  B  •  Oat!”  Cavaradossi 
dreams  of  Tosca.  “Now  it  does 
happen  that  there  can  be 
-applause  there.  So  let’s  hear  it 
for  CavaradbssC*  "A  '.ridt  of 
handclapping.-'  whistling, 
bawling.  “Yeah.  Okay.  That 
did  sound  a  bit  like  La  Sea  la. 

“But  you  do  go  sharp,  you 
know.  Makes  it  sound  just  a 
little  bit  cheap.  School  orches¬ 
tras,  y’  know."  Gooding  focus¬ 
es  on  Puccini*  linguistic 
flexibility,  on  his  pacing  of  the 
drama.  The  agitation  of  Angel- 
otti.  the  quirkin ess  of  the 
Sacristan,  the  dreams  of 
Cavaradossi.  “I  try  and  ex¬ 
plain  things  to  them  as  well. 


That  itt;  not  just  about  three 
gruesome  characters  who 
murder  each  other.  You've  got 
to  understand  the  relationship 
of  Napoleon  to  the  Italians,  to 
the  intellectuals  and  die  Re¬ 
publicans,  and  all  that  sort  of 
tiling.  Makes  it  less  tacky.  1 
don’t  give  them  half  measure, 
you  know." 

Michael  Uqyd.  principal 
trombone,  and  now  in  his  first 
year  at  the  Royal  Acadeny, 
rakes  a  break  by  the  tea.unja 
“I’m  stupidly  busy  at  ihT 
Academy,  bur  1  doo3  see 
myself'  ever  leaving  this  or¬ 
chestra.  1  wouldn't  have  got 
into  the  NYO  or  the  Academy 
without  Mark.  Some  of  my 
best  experiences  have  been 
with  this  orchestra:  The  Rite  of 
Spring  when  1  was  12,  Mahler 
Three  in  Acton  Town  Hall,  the 
Alpine  Symphony.  I’m  still 
paying  back  my  debts.  And 
I’m  still  learning!" 

•  The  Ealing  Youth  Orchestra  is 
at  St  Barnabas  Church,  Pits- 
hanger  Lane,  London  W5  on 
Saturday.  7J0pm  0/S/-S40CHW 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


ART  GALLERIES 

SOCKTY  OF  WHEN  ARTISTS 
l3Sth  Annual  Eshttaon  al  the 

Wtastmnstef  (3M*y.  Westmmer 
Central  Hall.  Staey'e  Gate.  London 
SW1.  Open  22rO  March  -  2r4  «pi. 
10  am  ■  7  pm  deiy.  e*dufeig 

Sundays-  TN  0171  222  2723  dunng 
hart.  Atknspon  tree 


EXHIBITION 

RUSSIAN 

ART 

FROM 

THE 

1930s 

★  NOW  ON 
VIEW  ★ 

ROY  MILES 

29  Bruton 
Street  W1 


ANTIQUE  it  ART 
FAIRS 


British  antique  dealer's' 
ASSOCIATION  FAIR,  1956 
ttireh.  Open  weekdays  flam-9pm. 
Weekend  llanTpm.  Last  dsv  t£m 
Worms  tier-  0171-730  6730  DUKE 
OF  YORK'S 

HEADQUARTERS  (Mr  Stoane  So) 
“  flajSeisea.  SW3. 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COLISEUM  0171  632  B»0 
ENGUSH  NATIONAL  BALLET 
ALICE  IN  WONDERLAND 
urn*  23  Match 

CINDERELLA  25 -Zj  Math 
GISELLE  26-  30  March 


ROYAL  OPERA  HOUSE  0171  304 
4QKJ  fra  Box  0«  S  Stm&y  rto. 
Tickets  available  on  the  clay 
The  Royal  Opera 
Sal  730,  Tue  TOO  LA  TRAW.TA 
Wad  7 SO  (Fret  H^il)  ARABELLA 
Wabh  Nattmal  Open 
TcrTI  730(anfyrtghi] 

THE  RAKE'S  PROGRESS 
Tomof  73)  (Last  fighi) 
CAVALLEHA 


THEATRES 


AOELPW 

“ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBBPS 
MASTERPIECE1  Mai  St  Journal 

SUNSET 

BOULEVARD 

Winner  ol  7  Tony  Awards 
including 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Stanng 

FETULA  CLARK 

24HR  CREOTT  CARD  B00KM3S 
CALL  017!  344  0055  (bkg  tee) 
GRP  BOOKING  413 3302  lt*g  tea) 
Nd  booking  fee  tar  Adapt 
B«  Office  Ciiere 

Hearted  ritema  ton  0171 3798884 
Mai-Sat  7.45  Matt  Thy  &  Sal  300 


ALSERY  389  173Q/344  444 
4200000 

THE  OUVTER  4  earners 

CIRCLE  AWARD- WINNING  HTT 
MUSICAL 

COMPANY 

by  Stapfnn  Samfobn 
&  George  Forth 
Man-Sal  745.  Mats  WM.  Sal  100 


ALDWYCH  416  6048/344  4444/420 
attVee)  MooSal  8.  Mara  Thu  a  Sal  4 
PETER  BOWLES 
“A  Truly  Stunning 
Pertormance”  Sun.  Express 
DEBORAH  CAROLINE 

GRANT  LfcHGRSSHE 

Ynaonlni/S  Tm  ‘DeBdous’DE 

h  Noel  Coward's  Oassc  Caitocfy 

present  laughter 

"VWTAGi  COWARD"  M  on  Sun 
“THIS  STYLISHLY  MOUNTED 
PRODUCTION  -  MORE  C0UC 
THAN  HOST'D  Mai 


ALDWYCH  01 71  4166003/ 
3128039  (No  txxttngfee) 

F.  MURRAY  QERWA 

ABRAHAM  JONES 

TOLSTOY 

by  Jaiaed  Gottnri 
Pierces  tan  25  Aprf 


APOLLO  LABATTS 
HAUMERSMTH  416  60S  cc  344 
4444/420  0000  (+t*g  tee  on  al  nos) 
"ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER 
»  TH*  RICE'S 
BLOCKBUSTER  "Gcto 
JOSEPH  AND  THE  AMAZWQ 
TCCHMCOLOB  DREAMCOAT 
aarrg  PWUJP  SCHOFIELD 
UNTB.  APRIL  20 
Tue- Sai  730.  IrtB  Thu,  Sat  100 

Extra  half-term  matinees 

APRIL4&11 
-Rtantnce  raftims  16 


APOLLO  VICTORIA  <X  0\T1 416 
8056 CC  Mas 0171  3*44444/0171 420 
0Q00  Grpa  0171  416  6075 /  413  3321 

Andrew  Uo-pj  Webber's 
New  production  of 

STARLIGHT  EXPRESS 

“A  REBORN  THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT"  Daiy»« 

Wile  krtudde  tuna  19.45  daffy 
Tea  &  Sal  15J0  Tickets  from  Cl  250 


CAMBRIDGE  BO  &  cc  Ol 71 494 
9354  cc  (no  fcfcg  fee)  312 1932/3*4 
4444  Grps  4133321/ 312 1971V 
4945454 

FAME 

THE  MUSICAL 
"FAKE  IS  A  FEEL-GOOD 
TRAMPtT  Mai  Or  SusSay 
“BREATHTAKING1’ Mependeni 
£v«  730.  ttfls  Wed  «  Sat  3  00 


COMEDY  0171 369 1731a  344  4444 

RICHARD  O’ BREN 

n  DISGRACaVLLY  YOURS 
"Entertainment  Hefl*m"T  Out 
ONLY  41 PERFS.  IM  6  ApA 


CRITERION  369 1737/344  4444 


DRURY  LANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SS  cc  03kg  toe)  24fe  7  days  0171 494 
5000/344  4444/420  0000  &ps  494 
5454/4133311/3128000 

MISS  SAIGON 

<rTHE  CLASSIC  LOVE  STORY 
OF  OUR  TIME" 

NOW  IN  ITS 

7TH  SENSATIONAL  YEAR! 
Eves  7.45  Mara  WM«  Sal  3pm 
Good  Nats  Mi  for  Wed  Mat 
A  some  ports  -  apply  ao. 
FOR  TELEPHONE/POSTAL 
BOOHNGS  A  PERSONAL 
.  *•  CALLERS 
_ 0171  494  5060  (BKG  FEE) 


DUCHESS  cc  0171  494  5070  cc  344 
4444  (no  bfcgleeJ/420  0000  (btg  lea) 
0171-4133321  Eves  8pm.  Wed  rat 
3pm,  Sal  5pm  &  830 
“A  SAUCY  COMEDY"  E.  Sid 
NOW  WITS  5tfi  YEAR 

DON’T  DRESS 
FOR  DINNER 


DUKE  OF  YORK'S  0171  836 
5122/9837  cc  420  0000/344  4444 
S4hre.no  lae) 

ROYAL  COURT  CLASSICS 
David  Storey's 
Cfessc  Sportng  Cdefcraticr 

THE  CHANGING  ROOM 

“unity,  camaraderie,  Joy"  TVnes 
“nstfariy,  tlawW  DMaff 
“sxMarattag”  I  oi  Sen 
Eves  7  30.  Uals  Thu  &  Sal  300 
SEASON  ENDS  30  MARCH 


FORTUICBOSCC  0171 836 
2238/0171 312  B033 

BAHRY  MICHAEL 

STANTON  HXjGS 

Susan  HWa 

THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  Malatrafl 

“The  most  thiNkig  and  dtHng 

play  tor  y*m"  DJitt 
NOW  M  ITS  BTH  YEAR 


Sftivnffi 


SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  in 


OF  WUHAN 

SHAKESPEARE  (abridged) 
"A  Mump**  Tries 
Mac  Thra  at  3.  Sa)  at  5 
Sir  at  4.  Eves  at 

THE  COMPLETE  HISTORY  OF 
AMERICA  (abridged) 


DOM  WON  TWattres  0171 416 
6060/0171 430  0000  R*g  tee)  &ps 
0171 4166075/413  3321/42002® 

GBEASE 

Sterong  RICHARD  CALKIN 
and  SAMANTHA  JANUS 
“Fast,  (urtoui  &  tun,  (un,  tun." 
Daft  ftterar 

Evas  7  JO.  Man  Vlted  &  Sal  $111 
TICKETS  AVAILABLE -APPLY 
DAILY  TO  BOX  OFFICE 


FORTUNE  SUNDAYS  130  pm 

“<M[b  Astonishing-  BBC 

Bizabefli  MansMd  as  MARIE 


GARRJCX  0171 494  5085/ 
0171 3i2 1S9D  (no  tAfl  tee) 
Some  EapwiencM  You  Hauer 
Forget 
WINNBOF 
19  MAJOR  AWARDS 
The  Royal  Nrtoosl 
’nwattepraowten 
JBPriesoev's 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

"nmUNG-UUST  BE  SEEN" 
D-Mai 

of  the  most  Intadcajtag, 
flwetrfcaty  taiagirattve 
wpataw  of  ft*  1980a"  Eve. 
Stand 

“TWOHOUIBOF 

antatAuafG,  visually 

STUNNING  DRAHA"DTeJ 
MonfttT.45.Sa  500  &  8 15. 
Wed  ma 230 


HAYMARKET9308BOO 
cc  344  4444/42D  0000  {bkg  fee) 
1>€  PETER  HALL  COMPANY 

Mattel  Show  AmCartarat 

Penny  Donnie  Oevtd  Yefland 

Mdiael  Denkon  Diicis  Gray 
OSCAR  WILDE'S 

an  nm  husband 

Eves  7.45.  Mas  WW&Sdt  100 
LASX5  WEEKS 
PRIOR  TO  BROADWAY 
"GREAT  A  QLOWOOS"  8.  Thnee 

HSt  MAJESTTS  24te  404  5400 
(bkg  lea)  CC  344  4444/4300000  ft*g 
tee)  Gro>  494  5454/413  331 1/9306123 
ANDREW  LLOYD  WEBBER'S 
AWARD  WtfttUNG  MUSICAL 

THE  PHANTOM  OF 
THE  OPERA 

DWOfid  tty  HAROLD  PRWCE 
NOW  BKG  TO  DHJ  96 
Eves  7  45  Mali  Wed  &  Sa  aoa 
k>  Box  Otfee  daiy  lor  returns 


LONDON  PALLADIUM  BOfOC 
0171  484  5CED/344  4444  (£1  tttl  aerv 
ctigj 420  0000 Grt» DlTl  3128000 

JHDALE 

RETURNS  TO  T>€  WEST  0O 
“A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL 
EVENT  Daiy  MM 

0UVER1 

2ND  SPBCTACULAR  YEAR 
UONB.  BARTS  MASTERPECE 
YOU  CAMT  ASK  FOR  MORE1 
SJaws 

Eves  7  30  Mara  Wed  &  Sal  230 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOW  FOR  WEEKDAY  PERFS 


LYRIC  0171  494  5580/ 

344  4444  (bkg  lee) 
WMNER  95  A  9B  OLIVER 
AWARDS 

Data  Perry  BeM  Choragraphy 

TAP  DOGS 


OLD  WC  017)  828  6655/312  8034 
'ALANBBMETTS 
SOPBtB  ADAPTATION'  FT. 
The  Royal  National  Theatre’a 

THE  WIND 
IN  THE 


NATXMAL  THEATRE  B0  0171 928 
2262  Gfps  0171  620  074T24rtr 
ccbhgteeOiTl  4200000 
OLIVER  Toni  7 15  A  LfTTIE 
NIGHT  MUSIC  Uux& lyncs  dy 
Staptei  Sondhean,  txxA  by  ttegA 
Whtofef.  Tomor  7.15  HOTHBt 
’  COURAGE  &  >0  CHLDREN 
Bated  Bert  n  b  new  veraan  Py 
David  Hae 

LYTTELTON  Toni  (PRESS  MGHT) 
700,  Tam  120  MARY  STUART 
Fnadnch  Schfa-  in  a  new  msteton 
tty  Jeremy  Sams 
COTTESLOE  Tenl.  Tow  731 
STAIftEY  Pam  Gems 


ICW  LONDON  Qwy  Lane  WC2  BO 
OlTT  4050072  CC0171 404  407924}* 
0171 344  4444/42)  0000 
GTE  0171 413  3311/330  6123 
TfCAMSEWUOTOWESBEF/ 
TSaJOTNTH9«nOW. 
AWARDWNtCUUSCAL 

CATS 

Bes7AfiHteBTueASal3JX) 

'  LATECCA65  MOT  ACMTTTH) 
INHLEAUDfTQHUMBN 
MOTDN,  PLEASE  BE  PR0IET 
Bare  open  ai  645 

UWTQ>  HO.  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE. 


-WILLOWS 

“AN  RREStSTADLE  PIECE 
OF  THEATRE"  ttfi 
“  A  wonderful  evening  n  FT. 
"AN  ABSOLUTE 
WINNER”  Tine  Ouff 
Season  ends  ZtthAprB 
Mon-Sal  730pm 
Wed  &  Sal  mats 


PALACE  THEATRE  01714340008 
cc  24h3  (thg  tee)  0171-344 
4444  Gnx  0171  413  3311 
THE  WORLCTS  MOST  POPULAR 
WJSKAL 

LEX  MISERABLE 

NOW  IN  ITS1TTH 
RECORD-BREAKING  YEAR 
Eves  7  X  Mata  Thu  4  Sat  230 
Latecomers  not  adnvrted 
umJ  the  nterral 

LMTED  NO.  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DAAYmOMflaXOFRCE 


PRINCE  OF  WALE5  839  5972/ 
4200000/344  4444 

avis 

Man-Tlxre  6  Fn  A  Sa  630  3  830 


PHOENIX  BCVCC  0171 369 1733 
/344  4444/43Q  0000  (fee) 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Okwet/Drama  Awente 
Raya  &  PteywW  Wa  Nowio  Awartb 
WILLY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS  . 

STEPHANIE  LAWRENCE 
STEFAN  DENNIS  CARL  WAYNE 
—Brings  ttie  audience  to  Ha  feet, 
art  roaring  tt»  approver  DMd 

Eves  7  45  Mats  This  3  Sal  4 


PtCCADIU.Y0l71  389  1734 
CC  24hrs  344  4444. 
&PS312I97Q/4I33321 

•WINNER!* 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Evening  Standard  Award  *95 
■tarry  Hdiaet 

Herman  A  Stamrtte 

MACK  &  MABEL 

TT£  HOLLYWOOD  ROMANCE 

Mon-SaLal  7.45 

Mats  Yfed &Sa  a  S00  1 

NOW 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 8384401 
/0171 420(000/0171 344  4444 
SYLWA  SYMSHEmYDcGS 
LYNDA  BARON  RAY  COONEY 
TREVOR  BANN8TER 
PETER  ELLIS  RON  ALORDGE 
A  RODNEY  BEW&S 
IH  RAY  COONEY'S 
NEWCOKDYIET 

FUNNY  MONEY 

NOMWATB)  BEST  COIEDY 
1996  OUVER  AWARDS 
"LAUGHS  GALORE- 
A  WTOBT0.  Exp 
“Better  than  Feydeau- 
pricalenT).  Tel 

MoreSai  MO.  teas  Dtu  100.  Sa  510 
NOW  BKG  THtU  1996 


PRWCE  EDWARD  0171.447  5400 
M  CM  420  0100  p4te  Bkg  tee) 
344  4444  Groins  420  (BOO 
CBmeron  MackWosti  presertls 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

A  New  Musics)  by 
B0UBUL6  SCHOfCBW 
FROM  21  JUNE 
Tfckstaokfcre  tor  paria  snor  to 
21  June  ptease  contact  Brat  Off 


OUEEWS  494  5590/344  4444/ 
42QOQOQ 

MICHAEL  BALL 
MARIA  FRIEDMAN 

In  SonchataVLaptaa’a 
Award-winning  musical 

PASSION 

RED  PRICE  PREVS  NOW 
Press  Wgto  Tun  M  7pn 

taavSai7.4S.  Mats  Wed.  Sa)  300 


SAVOY  0171  B3B888B 
to  0171 420  0100  tan  bkg  fee) 

ANGELA  THORNE 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 
Namb  rated  Bed  Comedy 
OMar  Awards  1996 

"A  MELODRAMATIC  COMEDY 
THRLLER  WOfCERFULLY  FUW4Y 
AM)  GBA*B.YSOWr  D  Tet 
“wtta  theeudwicen  turn 
ROARNG  R4TH IAUGHTH1  AM) 
LEAPNG  FORWARD  N  FRCHT' 
totfepandam 

Eves  7  33  MM3  Wed  6  Sa  300 


SHAFTESBURY  0171  3795399 
0171 413  3588  (ttr/no  0 kg  tee) 
Groups  0171 41333?! 

TOMMY 

PAUL  KEATING  KMI  WADE 
as  Tommy  as  Ika  Wafer 
■BREATKTAKMGLY 
tMAGMA'nVE-AtMRSSABLE’l 
Mon-Sdl  ton.  Wad  S  5a)  3prri 


ST  ICARTUrS  0171  838 1443  (to 
bkQ  teel  0171344  4444  Wigta) 
0171 420  0000  (tAg  tee) 
GWE0171  312 1994  (no  bkg  be) 
Eves  H,  Tuas  2.45.5a)  5  S8 
44ta  Yaw  ot  Agataa  Orste'E 
TIC  MOUSETRAP 


STRAND  THEATRE  B«t  Off  &  K 
(w  tea)  0171 330  8SB 
.  cc  {tf®  be)  0171 344  4444/420  0000 
(taps  0171 413  332I/017T  9306123 

•BUDDY* 

71m  Buddy  HoSy  Stay 

“BRfLUANr&n 

♦BUDDY* 

■  “WONDStFttL  STUFF*  sun  Tel 

•BUDDY* 

Tubs-TTub  80  Fn  530  4  &30 
Sals  5JD&&30.  Stars  4DD 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PRCE  Wl  530  PEW 
Tttl  HEAVENLY  YEAR 


|  VAUDEVILLE  0171 836  9987  «  344 
4444/420  OCOO  (no  bUg  tea) 
PETER  GREENWELL 
Tbo  best  Noe)  Coward  stac«  * 
Noel  Cowanr  Nan  jay  Lamer 

ATALENTTOAMUffi 

TIib  Words  ft  Music 
el  Noel  Cowart 

FOR2WSXSOM.Y 
fftobSat  800.  Mils  Wad  4  Sat  3WP 

VAUJEVILLE  0171  836  9987 
344  4444/420  0000 

Jtftan  Stale's 

SALAD  DAYS 

□reeled  by  NaJSHERRW 
"As  *Bbt  a*  sbertret*  Trees 
_  Previews  (ram  17 


VICTORIA  PALACE  BO  6  CC  (no 
tee)  0171 834 1317  cc  (bkg  tee)  0i7l 
3444444/312  1B9B/497- 9977 
Groups  0171 312 1997  (no  fee) 
/0171 9306123  (bkg  tee) 

WINNER 

1996  OUVEH  AWARDS 

BEST  MUSICAL 
M0LS0N* 

wtth 

BRIAN  COIOY 
*J0LS0N* 

UA  RESOUNDING  HIT 

Sunday  Tetojpaph 
O'  Monday  N^its 
Atet  StewBt  wA  ptey  Jetton 

Evgs  MorvSat  730.  W«s  Wed  S  Sal 
390 

NOW  BOOKING  TO  FEB  *B7 


WHITEHALL  369  1735/344  4444/ 
4200000 

TRAINSPOTTING 

"One  of  Die  events  of  the  yawr" 
Observer 

TuafrFrt  at  8.  Sat  at  8  30 
Man  Wed  t  Sam  5.  Sun  at  4 


WYNDHAKS  0171 369 1736 
(no  bhg  fee)  /344  4444  {bta  fee) 
MICHAEL  LlA 

SMBON  WRJJAMS 

BEST  PLAY  Otvfer  Awards 


by  DAVDHAffi 
Orected  by  ROWS  EYRE 
“0>®  OF  THE  PLAYS  OF  TIE 

decabe-w  HeiaUTriur 
LAST6WSKS 
MtthSet  &E0  Mai  Sa  300 


The  Biggest  RSC  HIT  of  the  year*! 


To  advertise  in  ihte 
section  pteas&caH 
our  Entertainments 
Team  on 

0171 481 1982 


0171 481  9313 
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The  Complete  Works 

of  William  Shakespeare 

(abridged)  AH  37  ploys  la  97  setawfns 

‘Frenzied —  trrcatetlhle.. .  mayfaena.-. 

THE  AUDIENCE  ADORED  IT 

AND  SO  DLD  I  ’  Jack  rmter.  The  Mail 

‘UPROARIOUSLY  FUNNY* 

Evening  Standard 

‘DELIRIOUS  ROMP..^!UNGS  AND 
ARROWS  OF  OUTRAGEOUS  COMEDY* 


Tekgraph 


‘A  TRIUMPH* 


The  Tunes 


■You  will 
laugh  until 
it  hvirts’ 


‘SHEER  HEAVENLY. 
UNADULTERATED  FUN* 

Sunday  Express 
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0171  360  1747 
0171  3444444 


English  National 
Ballet’s  Alice 
heralds  the 

start  of  a  new 
dance  era  at 

the  Coliseum 


■  THEATRE  1 


The  seedy  side 
of  Cardiff  is 
explored  at 
the  Donmar  in 
Song  from  a 
Forgotten  City 


ARTS 


■  THEATRE  2 

You  name  it 
we’ll  prove  if 
Modem  Problems 
in  Science  apply 
a  touch  of  the 
comic  to  the  cosmic 


It’s  not  a  house, 

it’s  a  home 

DANCE:  The  future  looks  brighter  for  English  National  Ballet 
— gfer  new  deal  with  the  Coliseum.  Debra  Craine  reports 

DSn  “Tfin?"  Chrisopas  Aftn-  (hit.  ENBwill  eke  Alice  Crawford)  is  more  like  a 
phased  wifo  HPresidence  acrcfs  ?*  nver  observer  than  a  ballet  heroine.  St 

' »*  .*?  "»  *  watches  aa  fa  wriri  cast  ■ 


Derek  Deane  must  have 
been  feeling  pretty 
pleased  with  himself  on 
Tuesday  night.  His  new 
Alice  in  Wonderland  was  making 
itsJUmdon  premiere  in  a  royal  gala 
performance  attended  by  the  Prin¬ 
cess  of  Wales,  while  his  company. 
English  National  Ballet,  was  bade 
in  the  theatre  it  wants  io  call  home. 

When  Deane  took  over  as  artistic 
director  in  1993  he  said  that  one  of 
his  priorities  was  to  find  a  proper 
showcase  for  ENB  in  London,  and 
he  was  determined  that  would  be 
the  Coliseum.  It  would  not  be  easy, 
relations  between  English  National 
Ballet  and  English  National  Opera 
—  the  Coliseum's  landlords  —  had 
been  unsettled  for  some  time  and 
ENB  seasons  at  the  Coliseum  were 
patchy.  But  this  week  Deane  has  an 
agreement  in  his  pocket  that  will  see 
ENB  taking  up  an  annual  Christ¬ 
mas  residence  at  the  Coliseum. 

What  this  means  is  that  after 
more  than  45  years,  ENB  is  severing 
its  ties  with  the  Festival  Hall,  which 
has  provided  a  home  for  the 
company’s  Nutcrackers  in  London 
since  I9S3.  While  this  may  not  be 
good  news  for  the  South  Bank,  it  is 
good  news  for  dancers  and  public 
alike.  Festival  Hall  has  never  been 
an  ideal  venue  far  dance  —  it  was 
designed  as  a  concert  hall,  after  ail 
—  and  ENB's  productions  have 
never  looked  right  there  in  the 
makeshift  proscenium  arch.  The 
Coliseum,  meanwhile,  is  the  choic¬ 
est  dance  space  in  the  capital.  No 
wander  the  dancers  were  beaming 
when  Deane  told  them  the  news. 

There  will  be  one  final  Nutcracker 
season  at  the  Festival  Hall  this 


Christmas.  After  that  ENB  will  take 
up  residence  across  the  river  and 
Deane  will  mark  the  move  by 
choreographing  a  new  production 
of  Nutcracker  for  December  1997. 
With  five  weeks  at  its  disposal  in  the 
Coliseum  every  year.  ENB  can  also 
show  London  its  other  large-scale 
ballets  at  Christmas.  And  thars  not 
all.  New  links  between  ENB  and 
ENO  have  been  forged;  there  is  even 
talk  of  possible  artistic  collabora¬ 
tions  between  the  two  companies. 

So.  the  future  was  looking  rosy  on 


Alice  in  Wonderland 

Coliseum 


Tuesday.  If  only  the  same  could  be 
said  for  the  ballet  taking  place  on 
stage.  Deane's  A  free  was  reviewed  at 
its  premiere  in  Southampton  last 
October  and  its  weaknesses  pointed 
out  then.  A  second  viewing  does  not 
convince  me  that  it  has  more  to  offer 
than  some  exceptionally  pretty  de¬ 
signs  by  Sue  Blane,  great  stage 
effects  by  Blane  and  the  illusionist 
Paul  Kieve,  and  the  familiarity  of 
Lewis  Carroll's  eccentric,  anthropo¬ 
morphic  creatures. 

The  music,  a  hotchpotch  of  Tchai¬ 
kovsky  sources  arranged  by  Carl 
Davis,  does  not  stand  up  dramati¬ 
cally.  even  though  David  Coleman 
worked  hard  in  the  pit  at  whipping 
up  same  kind  of  motive  power.  And 
without  a  musical  framework  that 
develops  a  theme  and  embellishes 
an  emotional  base.  Deane's  work  as 
a  choreographer  is  already  doomed. 

Alice  (played  enthusiastically  by 


Alice  Crawford)  is  more  like  an 
observer  than  a  ballet  heroine.  She 
watches  as  the  weird  cast  list 
parades  before  her:  the  White 
Rabbit  Caterpillar,  Cheshire  Cat, 
Mad  Matte-  and  the  Dormouse  (a 
perky  Marta  Barahona)  and  the 
rest  None  of  them  has  enough 
interesting  choreography  to  do  more 
with  their  roles  than  mug  and 
mime;  a  superficial  reading  is  all* 
they  can  hope  for.  Still,  it  is  good  to 
see  English  National  Ballet  back  in 
the  Coliseum  for  a  run.  Michael 
Carder’s  Cinderella  gets  its  London 
bow  next  week,  so,  too.  does  Deane’s 
updated  Giselle  (performed  with 
Balanchine’s  Square  Dance). 


At  long  last  the  Coliseum 
appears  to  be  becoming 
more  dance-friendly.  As 
well  as  taking  in  ENB  on  a 
regular  basis,  English  National 
Opera  will  socai  announce  a  Handel 
co-production  with  the  Mark  Mor¬ 
ris  Dance  Group  as  part  of  its  own 
199&97  season. 

The  theatre  will  also  provide  a 
summer  home  for  the  Royal  Ballet 

during  the  closure  of  Covent 
G ardor  Indeed,  the  closure  erf  the 
Royal  Opera  House  gives  the  Colise¬ 
um  a  golden  opportunity  to  estab¬ 
lish  itself  as  the  major  dance  house 
in  London. 

Meanwhile,  an  ENO  feasibility 
study  team  is  asking  Coliseum 
audiences  for  their  views  on  a  future 
home  for  ENO  and  large-scale 
dance  in  London.  It  seems  dear  that 
whatever  ENO  plans  for  the  Colise¬ 
um  —  which  desperately  needs 
refurbishment  —  dance  will  remain 
part  of  its  thinking. 


DEE  CONWAY 


■  MUSIC 

In  Birmingham, 
an  entertaining 
evening  of 
Stockhausen  and 
the  rest  of  the 
Fifties  crowd 


Read 
between 
the  lines 

The  old  order  changeth, 
While  the  nation  has 
been  preoccunied  with 


Alice  Crawford  as  die  heroine  in  Derek  Deane's  production  of  Alice  in  Wonderland,  which 
received  its  London  premiere  in  a  royal  gala  performance  at  the  Coliseum  on  Tuesday  night 


THEATRE:  High-voltage  imagination  from  a  Welsh  dramatist;  plus,  masters  of  improvisation 


No  doubting  Thomas 


DONALD  COOPS* 


IF  YOU  think  Edward  Thom¬ 
as  was  a  First  World  War  poet 
who  wrote  quirky  verse  about 
the  Wiltshire  countryside,  you 
will  be  mightily  surprised  by 
the  dramatist  of  the  same 
name  currently  represented  in 
Covent  Garden.  He  lives  in 
South  Wales,  founded  a  the¬ 
atre  company  called  Y  Cwmni 
in  1988,  and  has  more  in 
common  with  Sam  Shepard 
and  the  Irvine  Welsh  of 
Trainspotting  than  with  A.E. 
Housman  or  Wilfred  Owen. 

This  Edward  Thomas's 
Song  from  a  Forgotten  City  is 
a  surreal  play  about  the  trials 
of  being  Welsh,  with  a  tor¬ 
mented,  d  rugged-out  writer  as 
its  main  character. 


Song  from  a 
Forgotten  City 
Donmar  Warehouse 


That  summary  is  unlikely  to 
lure  Londoners  in  hordes  to 
the  latest  arrival  in  the 
Donmars  "Four  Comers”  sea¬ 
son.  But  I  suspect  that  this  will 
not  vastly  surprise  Thomas 
nor  send  him  into  storms  of 
resentment  at  Anglo  insular¬ 
ity.  He  himself  feels  that 
Wales  is  the  British  Isles's 
forgotten  comer  and,  though 
he  laments  its  sidelining  in 
vivid,  even  violent  style,  he 
does  not  act  the  victim  nor 


offload  the  blame-  Indeed,  the 
play  cones  across  as  an 
exasperated  attempt  to  shake, 
rattle  and  roll  his  compatriots 
out  of  their  own  enervated, 
enervating  habits. 

Though  it  took  me  time  to 
succumb  to  his  idiom,  I  came 
to  fed  he  was  fulfilling  this 
task  in  the  best  way  possible: 
by  displaying  a  high-voltage 
imagination-  He  pulls  us  into 
a  lurid,  sinister  world  where, 
as  the  writer-protagonist  says, 
it  isn’t  dear  “where  my  life 
ends  and  my  blur  begins”  The 
stage  furniture  consists  of  a 
toilet  bowL  crushed  Coke 
cans,  cages  filled  with  urban 
detritus,  towering  pipes,  neon 
lights.  At  times  this  represents 


Uncaged  and 
unconstrained 


Patrick  Brennan,  Jack  James  and  Russell  Gamer  in 
Edward  Thomas’s  surreal  Song  from  a  Forgotten  City 


Elvis  lives 


_ IN  ALL  of  pop.  there  is  only 

THEiggSJfeTIMES  one  King.  And  Elvis  -  the 

Musical  is  the  king  of 
rul  lj  I  ltaJ  shows  about  him.  Devised 
J  L  J  P  i —  by  the  legendary  Jack 

Good,  whose  Oh  Boy  was 
the  first  great  British  tele- 
vision  snow  devoted  to 
rock’n'roll,  and  Ray 
Cooney,  the  show  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Theatre 
features  three  different  ac¬ 
tors  d  la  vine  Elvis  at  the  various  stages  of  his  life. 
AkLmderBm-  makes  his  West  End  debut  as  the  young 
Elvis  and  his  life  before  stardom.  Tim  Whitnall  pty*  Jbe 
Elvis  of  the  late  Fifties  and  Sixties,  whmte^uimv^i 
rhp  non  idol  of  a  generation.  Finally,  rJ.  rrooy, 
Tanx^oA  rode  icon  in  his  own  right  portrays  Elvis  in 

^UntUApril  ™ Jo 

5972  to  book,  quote*  your 

membership  number 


LONDON 
Piccadilly  Theatre 
Until  April  4 

•JAMES  SMILUE  plays  sxleni 

screen  movie  director  Mack 
Sennen  and  Caroline  O’Connor 
his  leading  lady 
Normand  in  Mock  & 
award-winning  musical  snout 
their  turbulent  to**  *®?r'Ij22r 
Herman,  composer  of 
Dolly'  and  Mame.  wrote  me 
music  and  lyrics  for  whai  many 
consider  to  be  oik  of  his  finest 
works.  Club  members  can  save 
£10  on  top-price  seat s 
cay)  far  Mon  to  Thun;  pertor- 
mances.  Tel  0171-360 1734 
Kings  Head  Theatre 

•  THE  life  of  Hollywood  legend 

Dons  Day  is  celebrated  in 
Definitely  Doris,  along  withJO 
of  her  songs,  such  as  Que  Seru 
Sera  and  Move  Over  Dgfrg 
Tickets  £6  (normally  £MI 
Tues  to  Fri  evening  perfor¬ 
mances  and  Sat  and  Sun  mat¬ 
inees.  Tel  0171-226  1916 


PERTH 
Perth  Theatre 

Mar  25-26  . 

•  TWO  tickets  for  the  price  ot 
one  {normally  £11301  fij 
thriller  The  Woman  in 

01738  621031 
MOLD 

Tbeahr  Clwyd 

Mar2P-Aprl3  .  , 

•  TWO  tickets  for  the  pricem 
one  (normally  &  m  E,5) JS.5J 
Government  /nspector- 
Gogol’s  comedy  about  local  poh- 
tics  in  IQdKvnrury  Russia.  Tel 

01352755114 
COVENTRY 
Belgrade  Theatre 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  prioeof 
L  (normally 

Steinbeck's  enduring  and  ma* 


TO  BOOK  for  any  or  all  of 
this  week's  special  offers, 
please  phone  the  listed 
number  during  normal  of¬ 
fice  hours.  The  price 
printed  on  the  ticket  you 
receive  will  be  the  special 
price  negotiated  by  die 
Theatre  Club.  There  may 
be  a  transaction  charge  to 
cover  postage 
TO  JOIN  the  Theatre  Oub 
either  send  a  cheque  for 
E1Z50.  made  payable  to 
The  Theatre  Club,  together 
with  your  name,  address 
and  telephone  number  to 
The  Theatre  Club,  P.O. 
Box  2164,  Colchester  CQ2 
STL  or  telephone  01206 
791737  using  your  credit 
card.  Please  allow  28  days 
fur  delivery  of  your 
membership  pack.  Rw 
genera]  inquiries  call  0171- 
3879673 


mg  Of  Mice  and  Men.  Tel  01203 
553055 

HORNCHURCH 
Queens  Theatre 
Mar  30-Apr  6 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
one  (normally  £8.90  to  £12.90)  for 
David  Smith's  adaptation  of  the 
cult  film.  Plan  9  From  Outer 
Space  —  the  Musical,  by  David 
Smith.  Tel  01708  443333 

CANTERBURY 
Mariowe  Theatre 

Apr  1-2  ,  . 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
one  (normally  £6  to  £13)  for 
Michael  Frayn's  Novt  You  Know. 
starring  Adam  Faith.  Tel  01227 
7877S7 

MILFORD  HAVEN 
Ton*  Theatre 
April  9 

•TWO  tickets  for  the  price  of 
one  (normally  E7.S0)  for  Like  a 
Virgin,  Gordon  Steely  hilarious 
ramp  through  the  bubblegum 
years  of  teenage  life.  Tel  01646 
695267 


the  streets  of  Cardiff,  a  run¬ 
down  hotel  where  the  night 
porter  wears  a  frock  coat  and  a 
plastic  skirt,  the  flat  where  the 
writer  snorts  cocaine,  and  his 
awn  disoriented  head. 

Though  characters  merge 
into  each  other,  and  some 
events  are  hallucinated,  the 
drift  is  clear.  After  all,  you 
don’t  need  a  Dada  phrase-book 
to  interpret  the  scene  in  which 
a  sneering  publisher  urges 
Carlyle  (as  the  writer  is  called) 
to  pen  saleable  pastoral,  only 
to  get  his  head  shoved  in  the 
lavatory  in  reprisal.  Neither 
the  protagonist  nor  his  author 
are  into  nostalgia.  Quite  the 
contrary.  “I  came  to  the  city  in 
search  of  a  metropolis,”  says 
Carlyle,  “and  l  found  only 
Cardiff." 

Feeling  as  he  does  that 
“without  a  city  you  can’t  have 


a  country”,  he  is  preoccupied 
with  the  urban  future,  not  any 
rural  past  Though  the  dia¬ 
logue  free-assoriates  this  way 
and  that,  taking  in  everything 
from  Barbie  dolls  to  dentistry 
to  car  crashes,  it  is  never  more 
passionate  than  when  Carlyle 
imagines  taking  a  taxi-ride 
through  streets  that  buzz  with 
human  excitement. 

Sometimes  the  humour  gets 
facetious  —  shirts  plastered 
with  “World  of  DfY" — but  the 
invention  and  energy  don’t 
Sag.  Nor  do  Patrick  Brennan, 
Jack  James  and  Russell  Co¬ 
mer,  a  three-man  cast  who 
ably  perform  the  work  of  ten. 

.  If  Cardiff  remains  Cardiff, 
and  Wales  Wales,  it  won’t  be  Y 
Cwmni  ■$  fauft- 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Winning  formula 


NEVER  mind  the  scientific 
problems,  what  about  those  of 
the  reviewer  setting  out  to 
write  about  this  constantly 
changing  show? 

The  three  performers  are  an 
im  provisional  group  who 
have  developed  their  own 
original  and  lunatic  version. 
Science  is  their  area,  and  a 
spacious  enough  one  to  con¬ 
tain  any  discipline  that  sounds 
as  if  it  can  be  taught  at  college. 
The  audience  yells  out  an 
unlikely  proposition  which  the 
"professors"  then  proceed  to 
prove,  in  terms  of  the  academ¬ 
ic  specialities  chosen  for  them. 

On  their  opening  night  ~ 
and  they  are  only  here  until 
Saturday  —  a  woman  re¬ 
quired  them  to  demonstrate 
that  she  was  not  really  there. 
Dick  Costolo  did  so  in  terms  of 
medicine.  Rich  Fulcher  relied 
on  his  suddenly  life-long  expe¬ 
rience  of  oceanography,  and 
Phil  Granchi  drew  out  a  proof 
derived  from  taxidermy. 

After  the  interval  we  were 
asked  to  come  up  with  a 
demonstrably  true  statement, 
whereupon  they  proved  the 
opposite,  ie  that  triangles  do 


Modern  Problems 
in  Science 
Bloomsbury 


not  have  three  sides.  Tomor¬ 
row  the  questions  will  have 
altered,  and  I  suppose  it  is  just 
possible  that  one  evening  they 
will  be  given  a  proposition 
that  defeats  them.  But  some¬ 
how  I  doubt  it,  for  they  are 
experts  in  shifting  goal  posts. 

Fart  of  the  show's  appeal,  to 
the  largely  student  audience, 
may  be  that  it  mocks  the 
procedures  of  the  academic 
world.  Ultimately,  it  is  not  so 
useful  to  establish  that 
bungee-jumping  foiled  to 
flourish  in  ancient  Egypt 
because  they  only  had  the 
pyramids  to  jump  off  and  kept 
killing  themselves  on  the 
slopes.  Bur  lateral  thinking  is 
infectious,  and  who  can  fore¬ 
tell  what  stimulus  the  show 
might  have  upon  university 
studies:  “Impro  shows  led  to 
the  cure  for  cancer — discuss." 

Jeremy  Kingston 


TOMORROW.  Radio  3  will 
broadcast  a  parade  of  1950s 
hits  —  Stockhausen,  Cage, 
Messiaen  —  played  by  the 
Birmingham  Contemporary 
Music  Group,  and  1  just  hope 
the  recording  will  capture 
something  of  the  exciting  and 
entertaining  occasion  last 
Sunday  at  the  Adrian  Boult 
Hall;  exciting  by  virtue  of  the 
performances,  and  entertain¬ 
ing  for  the  tone  of  easy  good 
humour  of  the  large  audience. 
It  is  a  tribute  to  the  work  of  the 
BCMG  that  cheerful  crowds 
will  come  to  programmes  that 
would  spell  box-office  death 
on  the  South  Bank. 

In  the  beginning  was 
Stockhausen;  an  account  of 
his  percussion  solo  Zyklus 
from  Sasha  Johnson,  who 
showed  beautiful  care  few- 
sound ,  a  command  of  the 
sudden  fortissimo,  and  a  fine 
sense  of  the  music  speaking 
through  the  cracking,  rum¬ 
bling  or  blistering  consonants 
of  struck  wood,  skin  and 
metal.  The  pianist  Tim  Hor¬ 
ton  then  demonstrated  how 
Cage’s  4"33"  cannot  really  be 
performed  at  all;  we  just  sat 
there  and  remembered  a  his¬ 
torical  event  looking  at  a 
lump  of  silence  in  a  glass  case. 
In  1952  it  meant  something, 
but  it  only  had  to  happen  once. 

The  other  Cage  perfor¬ 
mance  was  far  more  success¬ 
ful.  Nigel  Robson  sang, 
whispered,  laughed,  snorted 
and  intoned,  muezzin-fashion, 
the  Aria  written  for  Cathy 
Berberian,  and  he  did  it,  as 
Berberian  did,  to  the  accompa¬ 
niment  of  the  composer’s  mis¬ 
cellaneous  tape  collage  Fon¬ 
tana  Mix.  But  I  wonder  if  even 
Berberian  made  it  such  a 
striking  and  touching  piece  of 
theatre.  Robson  reacted  to  the 
loudspeakers’  interventions  — 
by  turns  affronted,  pained  or 
amused  —  and  made  his 
vocalisations  a  rejoinder,  a 
defiant  assertion  of  the  human 
voice  and  of  its  capacities  to 
communicate,  thrill  and 
alarm.  With  Berberian,  Aria 
brought  out  her  innate  ebul¬ 
lience;  with  Robson  it  became 
a  darker  experience,  calling 
up  in  him  most  often  the 
personae  of  victim  and 
interrogator. 

There  was  a  gentle  Berio 
Sequenza  /  from  Colin  Lilley, 
and  a  misfire  at  Stravinsky’s 
In  memoriam  Dylan  Thomas, 
but  the  programme  ended 
back  bang  on  target  with  a 
vivid  performance  of  Mes¬ 
siaen’s  Oiseaux  exoriques. 
with  Horton  again  at  the 
piano,  now  gainfully  em¬ 
ployed,  and  Daniel  Harding 
conducting.  The  brilliance  of 
the  musk  was  ail  there,  but  so 


BCMG/  Harding 
Birmingham 


too  was  the  weight,  especially 
the  weight  of  silence,  enough 
to  make  the  piece  not  just 
wonderful  but  also,  as  it 
should  be,  a  little  frightening. 

Paul  Griffiths 


The  old  order  changeth. 
While  the  nation  has 
been  preoccupied  with 
the  fine  print  of  Peter 
Hobday’s  contract  at  Today  on 
Radio  4,  Classic  FM.  far  from 
rubbing  its  hands,  has  been 
gnashing  its  teeth. 

Breakfast  radio  is  always 
the  focus  of  anention.  for  this 
is  the  time  of  day  when  radio 
comes  into  its  own.  So  the 
Hobday  hoo-haa  has  obscured 
the  publicity  from  Classic  for 
its  first  change  of  breakfast 
presenter  since  the  station  was 
launched  four  years  aga 
On  Monday  Mike  Read, 
former  Radio  1  presenter,  took 
over  the  slot  from  Nick  Bailey, 
who  is  said  to  have  had 
enough  of  the  early  rising. 
There  is  also  a  perception  at 
Classic  that  a  larger  share  of 
the  breakfast  audience  is  there 
for  the  taking  and  that  Read 
could  be  the  man  to  take  it 
Read  comes  into  the  show 
with  the  audience  curve  on  the 
rise,  in  contrast  to  most  break¬ 
fast  programmes.  Those  on 
Radios  2  and  3  have  dropped 
over  the  past  year,  while 
Today's  is  holding.  Bailey,  by 
contrast,  has  increased  his 
listening  figure  to  314,000, 
three  times  that  for  Radio  3. 

The  figures  would  be  of  less 
interest  if  breakfast  shows 
were  self-contained  in  audi¬ 
ence  terms,  as  happens  with 
television  at  that  hour.  But 
anything  Classic  can  do  to  im¬ 
prove  the  breakfast  audience 
is  good  news  for  Henry  Kelly 
and  bad  news  for  Radio  3. 

Kelly  comes  to  the  micro¬ 
phone  at  9am  on  Classic.  It 
has  become  a  rule  of  the 
audience  research  that  what¬ 
ever  figure  Classic's  breakfast 
show  is  attracting,  it  increases 
by  between  40,000  and  55.000 
with  the  arrival  of  Kelly.  By 
10am  each  day,  Kelly  is  at¬ 
tracting  Classic’s  highest  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  week. 

Ergo,  more  for  Read  equals 
more  for  Kelly.  This  explains 
why  Radio  3  put  Paul 
Gambaccini  head-to-head 
with  Kelly.  There  is  no  evi¬ 
dence  as  to  whether  this  has 
worked,  but  BBC  research 
suggests  “very  high  aware¬ 
ness"  for  Gambaccini. 

Whether  that  translates  into 
higher  numbers  remains  to  be 
seen,  but  Kelly  v  Gambaccini 
is  shaping  into  a  contest  as 
significant  as  anything  hap¬ 
pening  over  breakfast 

Peter  Barnard 
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fTfoday  77u?  Times  offers  you  the  chance  to  start  an  audio- 
I  book  library  with  a  choice  of  ten  complimentary  audio- 
books  (such  as  the  two  above)  published  by  fterrguin  Books. 
These  bestselling  novels,  autobiographies  and  d  assies  have 
been  selected  to  appeal  to  every  member  of  the  family  and  are 
available  for  only  EI.98  each  to  cover  postage  and  handling 
{the  normal  retail  price  is  £7.99  each). 

They  are  read  by  familiar  voices  from  stage  and  screen,  or 
by  the  authors,  and  recorded  on  high  quality  cassettes. 

You  can  get  up  to  ten  by  sending  one  token  per  audiobook, 
but  you  must  order  a  minimum  of  twa  Ten  tokens  will  be 
published  until  Wednesday.  March  27  to  enable  you  and  your 
family  to  collect  our  complete  set  of  ten  complimentary  audio¬ 
books.  (The  complete  list  appeared  on  Saturday  and  Monday.) 

You  also  have  the  chance  to  collect  up  to  a  further  20 
Penguin  titles  ai  half  foe  normal  price,  including  classics  such 
as  Treasure  Island  by  Robert  Louis  Stevenson.  Sense  and 
Sensibility  by  Jane  Austen  or  Middlemarch  by  George  Elict. 

HOW  TO  GET  YOUR  AUDIOBOOKS 
Send  one  token  plus  £1,98  per  audiobook,  to  cover  postage  and 
handling,  with  one  of  foe  order  forms  which  have  appeared  in 
foe  paper.  Another  form  will  appear  on  Saturday  with  a  list  of 
foe  10  complimentary  titles.  A  minimum  order  of  two  audio¬ 
books  is  required  (two  _ _ _ _ _ _ 

tokens  and  a  cheque  for  m ugl 

£3.96).  No  tokens  are  |  1  illlwWffi  IUVUjO  j 
required  for  foe  half-price  [  A  B  § 

audiobooks.  All  cheques  .  f  TW  \  q  . 

should  be  made  payable  to  ■  /  /  \  \  _  * 

Penguin  Barits  Ltd.  Send  I  U  I  ll  w  I  U  * 

to:  77te  Times  Penguin  |  I  \  y  K  | 

Audiobook  library  Offer,  i  n  V***/  c  9 

PO  Box  J80.  Horley.  West  !  m  \ 

Sussex,  RH60GD.  Offer  J  TOKEN  5  \ 

closes  April  30, 1996.  — 
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Robert  Skidelsky  on  the  power  of  victimhood 

Thoughtfully 

challenged 

Consider  the  case  of  extremely  short  The  traditional  family  unit  he  says,  isan 
persons  (ESPs).  previously  known  irreplaceable  form  of  social  capital,  embody- 
as  dwarfs.  Research  reveals  that  ing  the  "spirit  of  sacrifice”  to  future 
they  are  seriously  under-represent-  generations;  teaching  traditional  morality  is 


Love  behind  the  palace  walls 
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Consider  the  case  of  extremely  short 
persons  (ESPs).  previously  known 
as  dwarfs.  Research  reveals  that 
they  are  seriously  under-represent¬ 
ed  in  higher-paid  jobs.  A  spokesperson 
attributes  this  to  “heightism",  or  prejudice 
against  ESPs.  To  counter  heigh tism,  school 
curricula  should  be  rewritten  to  emphasise 
the  contributions  of  ESPs  to  human 
progress,  discrimination  on  grounds  of 
I  height  made  illegal,  and  positive  discrimina¬ 
tion  policies  in  favour  of  ESPS  instituted. 

This  fantasy  —  as  it  still  just  is  —  captures 
die  flavour  of  the  arguments  put  forward  for 
the  “liberation'’  of  women,  blacks,  and  gays 
and  lesbians  in  this  lively,  if  uneven, 
collection  of  essays.  These  arguments  go  well 
beyond  the  historic  demand  for  equal  rights, 
now  conceded  in  all  civilised  societies.  The 
case  far  the  “liberation"  of  particular  groups 
rests  on  the  proposition  that  our  societies  are 
so  impregnated  with 
sexist,  racist  or  homo- 
phobic  prejudices  that 
members  of  the 
groups  against  whom 
these  prejudices  are 
directed  are  entitled  to 
special  support  in  the 
exercise  of  their  legal 
rights  {for  example, 
through  laws  forbid¬ 
ding  discrimination  in 
housing  and  employ¬ 
ment  or  enjoining  the 
teaching  of  homosex¬ 
uality  in  schools), 
and/or  to  additional 
rights  which  apply 
only  to  members  of 
the  oppressed  group 
—  for  example,  job 
quotas  for  women  and 
for  blacks. 

Arguments  along 
these"  lines  are  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  feminist  Animal  rights  protests,  March  1995 
Jean  Hampton,  the  _ 

Bernard^  Eto3dll!°  and  THE  LIBERATION  DEBATE 
Martha  Nussbaum  Rights  At  Issue 

on  behalf  of  homosex-  Edited  by  Michael  Leahy  and  Dan 
uals:  Nussbaum,  for  Cohn-Sherbok 

example,  wants  to  use  Routledge,  £40 

the  law  to  break  down  . 

the  “atmosphere  of  ta¬ 
boo  and  disgust  that  fosters  discrimination 
and  violence  against  gays  and  lesbians". 

In  resisting  such  claims  classical  liberals 
have  a  hard  task.  Anthony  Flew  and  Michael 
Levin  reply  that  the  social  outcomes  disliked 
by  the  liberationists  (“gendered  roles"  for 
women,  inferior  jobs  for  blacks)  are  not.  in 
fact,  the  result  of  patriarchy  or  racism  but  of 
free  choice  by  women  (Anthony  Flew)  or  the 
“phenotypical  characteristics"  of  blades 
(Michael  Levin).  Neither  view  is  wholly 
plausible.  Sexism  and  racism  do  exist  and 
are  “socially  structured". 

Flew  and  Levin  might  have  done  better  to 
emphasise  the  costs  to  freedom  of  any 
serious  legislative  attempt  to  overturn  the 
inherited  attitudes  of  society,  rather  than 
argue  that  these  attitudes  are  wholly 
rational.  Yet  liberals  find  it  hard  to  defend 
institutions  and  practices  which  are  not 
grounded  in  reason. 

Conservatives  do  not  suffer  from  (his 
disability,  and  Roger  San  ton  effectively 
deploys  the  conservative  case  against  Mar¬ 
tha  Nussbaum  in  the  best  exchange  in  the 
book.  Nussbaum  argues  a  right  to  same-sex 
marriages.  This  is  hard  for  a  liberal  to  resist: 
it  is  universal,  it  enlarges  die  liberty  of  some 
while  imposing  no  restrictions  on  the  liberty 
of  others.  Scruton  puts  a  number  of 
functional  arguments  for  legal  protection  of 
the  traditional  family,  which  extend  to 
keeping  gay  men  out  of  the  armed  forces. 
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The  traditional  family  unit,  he  says,  is  an 
irreplaceable  form  of  social  capital,  embody¬ 
ing  the  "spirit  of  sacrifice"  to  future 
generations;  teaching  traditional  morality  is 
a  necessary  investment  in  good  habits. 
Functional  arguments  are  all  that  are  left  to 
conservatives  when  traditional  authority  Is 
gone.  But  I  doubt  whether  they  are  sufficient 
to  withstand  the  pressure  of  the  rights’ 
activists,  even  less  to  direct  behaviour  in 
particular  cases,  once  their  “sacred"  supports 
have  been  overwhelmed  by  profane 
reasonings. 

Like  conservatism,  "liberation  theology", 
developed  in  Latin  America,  is  not  centrally 
concerned  with  rights  but  with  duties. 
According  to  Cohn-Sherbok,  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  demand  for  justice  imposes  an  impera¬ 
tive  duty  on  Jews  and  Christians  to  fight  for 
the  liberation  of  the  poor  from  poverty. 
Central  to  this  view  is  that  the  Kingdom  of 
God  is  built  through 
earthly  activity,  which 
culminates  with  the 
coming  of  the  Messi¬ 
ah. 

John  Wilson  has  lit¬ 
tle  difficulty  in  demol¬ 
ishing  these  proposi¬ 
tions.  If  there  are  good 
reasons  for  liberating 
the  poor  from  injus¬ 
tice,  then  they  will 
apply  to  anyone  and 
not  just  to  Jews  and 
Christians.  So  scrip¬ 
tural  authority  cannot 
be  a  rational  ground 
for  being  a  libera  tion- 
isL  Moreover,  the  Bi¬ 
ble  does  not  tell  us 
anything  about  the 
best  methods  for 
achieving  tiberationist 
aims,  which  is  the 
province  of  the 
bests,  March  1995  specialised  sciences. 
_  The  mixture  of  reli- 

[ON  DEBATE  g‘°US-  “*atoloa,,.and 

IUIXDE.DA1B  messianic  socialism, 

J  Issue  of  which  “liberation 

ILeahyandDan  theology"  is  but  the 

lerbok  latest  incarnation,  has 

re.  £40  been  an  incredibly 

powerful  motive  force 

in  history.  Rather 

than  dismiss  it  as  an  intellectual  mistake, 

Wilson  would  have  done  better  to  point  out 

its  murderous  consequences,  for  victims  and 

prophets  alike. 

Liberals  have  an  easier  time  in  countering 
the  argument  for  childrens'  and  animal 
rights,  put  forward  by  John  Harris  and 
Andrew  Linzey  respectively.  An  effective 
response  here  is  to  say  that  animals  and 
children  are  not  entitled  to  equal  rights 
because  they  are  not  equal  to  adults  or 
humans  in  the  relevant  respects.  Michael 
Leahy,  for  example,  has  little  difficulty  in 
showing  that  animals  are  not  “persons”. 
With  these  populations,  the  case  for  special 
protection  can  be  made  without 
contradiction. 

The  “liberation  debate”  shows  how  power- 
fill  the  claim  to  victimhood  still  is.  how 
inventive  the  language  used  to  promote  it, 
how  rusty  the  intellectual  weapons  available 
to  resist  it.  The  one  topic  missing  from  this 
book  is  cost  Liberation  does  not  come  cheap. 
So  far  a  general  disinclination  to  pay  the 
costs  —  in  money  or  duties  —  as  well  as  some 
lingering  taboos  (against  homosexual  behav¬ 
iour)  have  frustrated  the  liberationists.  But 
those  who  worry  about  threats  to  liberty  and 
privacy  should  sharpen  up  their  weapons. 
They  may  need  them. 

Lord  Skidelsky  is  Professor  of  Political 
Economy  at  Warwick  University. 
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The  Princess's  love  for  her  husband  enabled  her  to  bear  the  isolation  of  her  life:  their  arrival  in  London  for  the  Queen’s  Coronation  in  1953 


This  is  a  remarkable  and 
intriguing  memoir, 
beautifully  translated. 
The  only  autobiography  ever 
published  by  a  member  of 
Japan’s  imperial  family.  77re 
Silver  Drum  is  a  surprisingly 
frank  personal  account  by 
Princess  Chichibu  of  her  life, 
after  she  was  plucked  unex¬ 
pectedly  from  the  ranks  of 
Japan's  ordinary  pigtailed 
schoolgirls  and  chosen  to  be¬ 
come  the  wife  of  Prince 
Chichibu,  younger  brother  of 
Emperor  Hiromto  and  there¬ 
fore  next  in  line  to  the  Chry¬ 
santhemum  throne. 

She  was  just  18  at  the  rime, 
the  natural  and  unrestrained 
daughter  of  Japan's  ambassa¬ 
dor  to  America,  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  a  continued  exuberant 
life  revolving  around  her  fam¬ 
ily.  friends,  sports,  travel  — 
and  her  liberty. 

Bursting  in  on  her  dreams  . 
in  1927  came  an  envoy  dis¬ 
patched  to  Washington  by  the 
Empress  Dowager  —  widow 
of  the  late  Emperor  Taisho  — 
with  instructions  to  obtain 
marriage  consent  from  par¬ 
ents  and  from  daughter,  who 
had  been  spotted’  some  years 
earlier  by  the  Empress  Dowa¬ 
ger  on  one  of  her  bi-annual 
visits  to  Tokyo's  Peers  School 
to  look  for  future  brides  for  her 
four  sons. 

The  poor  girl  could  not  for 
the  life  of  her  understand  why 
she  had  to  be  sacrificed  to  the 
unknown  "other  world"  of  die 
Imperial  Family,  to  be  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  man  she  had  barely 
met  once  or  twice  in  passing. 
She  recalls  die  fear,  panic  and 


Joanna  Pitman  on  a  revealing 
glimpse  behind  an  imperial  mask 


Honour  to  a  great  poet 


The  numerous  recent 
English-language  at¬ 
tempts  on  Dante's  Infer¬ 
no  (including  a  Peter 
Greenaway  palimpsest-A- 
montage  telefilm)  speak  of  a 
discontent  with  the  existing 
versions  but  also  of  an  increas¬ 
ing  sense  that  this  poem,  of  all 
the  classics,  most  directly  ad¬ 
dresses  and  challenges  our 
own  time. 

Within  hell's  vast  but  nar¬ 
rowing  circles,  Dante  is  forced 
to  confront  images  of  catas¬ 
trophic  human  failure  and 
suffering.  His  response  may 
vary  from  spite  to  pity  but  he  is 
never  so  in  tune  with  the 
omnipotent  architect  and  jail¬ 
er  as  utterly  to  repress  his 
sorrow  at  the  debasement  of 
the  human  form. 

When  he  sees,  for  example, 
the  neorologere,  their  heads  on 
back-to-front,  he  asks-.  “How 
could  I  have  kept/  Tears  of  my 
own  from  falling  for  the  sake/ 
Of  our  human  image  so 
grotesquely  reshaped/  Con¬ 
torted  so  the  eyes’  tears  fell  to 
wet I  The  buttocks  at  the  deft." 
Despite  die  rebuke  this  earns 
from  his  guide  Virgil,  if  Dante 
had  been  incapable  of  this 
response  we  would  dismiss 
him  as  a  torturer’s  henchman. 

Though  his  former  teacher 
Brunette  Latini  is  condemned 
to  run  forever  on  the  burning 
mart  among  the  sodomites, 
Dante  treats  him  as  a  lather 
figure,  and  as  an  intellectual 
victor  ludorum.  Dante  himself 
is  implicated  in  the  sins  pub¬ 
lished  —  though  in  some  more 
than  others,  as  we  see  in  toe 
delectation  with  which  he 
prompts  Francesca's  flawed 
but  beautiful  account  of  her 
adultery  with  Paolo. 


Michael  Mazur's  monotypes  offer  a  new  vision  of  Dante 


Jamie 

McKendrick 

THE  INFERNO  OF 
DANTE 
A  New  Verse 
Translation 
By  Robert  Pinsky 
J.  M.  Deni.  £20 


John  Freccero,  toe  eminent 
Dante  scholar  who  introduces 
this  new  translation,  would 
frown  on  this  leading  for  its 
failure  to  separate  Danie  the 
pilgrim  from  the  poet  Dante, 
who  identifies  himself  with  toe 
“patenza  di  Dio ",  and  yet  it  is 
the  unreconciled  tension  be¬ 
tween  these  two  perspective 
which  holds  our  imagination. 

Dante  does  not  merely  cre¬ 
ate  toe  crowded  horror-cham¬ 
bers  of  so  many  medieval 
pictures  but  brings  back  from 
there  toe  individual  stories  in 
the.  distinctive  cadences  of  toe 


damned.  We  distinguish  them 
fry  their  voices  as  well  as  their 
postures;  the  haughty  Tuscan 
of  Farinata  sitting  bolt-upright 
in  his  tomb;  the  thin  county 
immobilised  subjunctives  of 
Pier  de  la  Vigna  whistled 
through  the  broken  branch 
that  serves  him  for  a  larynx  in 
the  Suicide’s  Wood.  The  many 
languages  of  hell,  from  Nim¬ 
rod’s  bestial  gobbledegook  to 
Ulysses's  humanist  gusring 
tones  give  this  inverted  Babel 
its  global  range. 

Although  the  damned  can 
see  the  future,  unlike  the  souls 
of  the  other  two  books  they  can 
never  inhabit  it,  which  makes 
their  memories  of  earth  their 
only  tormenting  possession: 
whilst  Dante’s  own  homesick¬ 
ness  as  a  Florentine  exile 
makes  him  perceive  these 
eternal  abodes  through  a  polit¬ 
ical  and  geological  map  of 
Italy. 

Mandelstam  compared  the 
Commedia  to  a  single  crystal 
of  “13,000  facets”,  each  line 


reflecting  the  whole  structure. 
It  would  be  folly  to  expect  the 
poem  to  recrystallise  itself 
intact  into  another  language 
when  the  rhetorical  resources 
of  even  a  single  canto  have 
exhausted  many  of  the  finest 
later  poets,  but  Robert 
Pinsky’s  translation  is  really  to 
be  welcomed.  He  offers  a  half¬ 
rhyme  terza  rima,  where 
Dorothy  Sayers  folly  rhymes, 
but  his  phrasing  is  far  better 
as  is  his  rhythmic  sense. 

There  are,  however,  two 
prosodic  weaknesses.  The  first 
is  a  varying  line  length  which 
lacks  the  definition  of  Dante's 
hendecasyllables  —  where  he 
settles  for  toe  pentameter  the 
effect  is  instantly  more  electric. 
The  other  problem  is  a  tenden¬ 
cy  to  brusquely  enjamb  his 
lines  so  that  he  makes  the 
straight  crooked  and  the  reso¬ 
nant  off-key.  These  annoy¬ 
ances  don’t  prevent  Pinsky’s 
from  being  the  best  and  the 
most  readable  contemporary 
English-language  version  of 
the  Inferno. 


After  Dora's  lugubrious 
engravings  which  have 
clung  to  the  poem’s 
hem  for  so  long.  Michael 
Mazurs  monotypes  are  a  re¬ 
lief.  With  their  corroded  vis¬ 
cous  darks,  they  make  the 
visible  a  little  hard  to  see.  Two 
are  especially  haunting:  a 
crow’s  eye  view  of  the  hoard¬ 
ers  and  spenders  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  impact,  an  authentic 
contrapasso  and  the  towers  of 
Dis  like  signalling  Norman 
watch  towers. 

Jamie  McKendridrs  The  Ki¬ 
osk  on  the  Brink  is  published 
byOUP 


deep  unhappiness  at  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  exile  from  her  family 
and  friends. 

Her  parents  resisted.  She 
resisted.  But  toe  pressure  from 
Her  Majesty  only  increased 
and  finally  after  four  agonis¬ 
ing  days  and  sleepless  nights, 
unable  to  eat  to  go  to  school  or 
to  do  anything  but  cry,  duty 
and  her  sense  of  family  hon¬ 
our  prevailed  and  she  at  last 
agreed  to  many 

the  prince.  “I  had  - 

thought,  ago-  THE. 

nised  and  cried 

myself  dry.  Now 

that  my  mind 

was  made  up  I  ■■ ,  ,  D 

would  reflect  and  c r,obelB 

cogitate  no  more.  ■' 

Since  I  had  no 
idea  what  my  future  life  would 
be  like,  I  resolved  not  to  be 
apprehensive  or  to  fret  I 
decided  to  live  in  the  present, 
to  make  the  most  of  every  day. 
That  would  prepare  me  best 
for  the  future." 

From  that  day  on  imperial 
protocol  required  her  parents 
to  use  a-  formal  honorific 
language  towards  her  and 
they  instructed  her  younger 
brother  and  sister  to  think  of 
her  no  longer  as  “one  of  us". 
Her  life-long  nanny  refused  to 
look  at  her,  such  was  the  awe 
in  which  the  family  of  the 
Emperor,  then  still  considered 
to  be  a  living  god,  was  held. 

This  is  an  extraordinary  tale 
of  the  dutiful  self  sacrificial 


IT  IS  not  surprising  that 
Georges  Perec  compiled 
crosswords  for  a  living.  For 
the  effect  of  reading  anything 
of  his  is  to  be  driven  temporar¬ 
ily  mad  by  one's  readerly 
inadequacies.  To  read  the 
recent  translation  of  La 
Disparition.  a  lipogrammatic 
novel  eschewing  the  letter  “e”. 
was  to  emerge  from  it  cursing 
the  appearance  of  that  letter  in 
any  other  medium  —  newspa¬ 
pers,  magazines,  medical  pre¬ 
scriptions  —  and  assume  its 
user  to  be  illiterate  and 
clumsy. 

In  this  triptych,  translated 
by  Ian  Monk,  there  is  a  story 
which  uses  up  all  the  “e"5 
Perec  had  left  over  from  La 
Disparition,  and  ignores  the 
other  four  vowels.  Just  as  you 
leave  a  crossword  thinking 
everything  you  hear  is  a  due. 
or  leave  a  wordsearch  puzzle 
looking  for  mythical  birds’ 
names  encrypted  diagonally 
in  whichever  block  of  prose 
you  encounter  immediately 
afterwards,  so  you  leave  7?ie 
Exeter  Text:  Jewels ,  Secrets. 
Sex  temporarily  unable  to 
think  straight. 

But  Perec  was  permanently 
unable  to  think  straight,  and 
could  not  compose  unless  he 
set  himself  inhumanly  diffi¬ 
cult  limitations.  That  is  why 
he  was  a  member  of  OUUPO. 
a  group  of  barmy  writers  in 
the  1960s  who  believed  that 
literature  emerged  most  felici¬ 
tously  from  the  imposition  of 
quasi-ma them ati cal  constrai¬ 
nts.  They  were  wrong,  of 
course,  but  it  mzs  the  Sixties. 

The  e-ful  stoiy  tells  the  tale 
of  a  jewel  theft,  and  an  orgy  in 
the  grounds  of  a  cathedral,  but 
while  toe  narrative  elements 
could  probably  be  enjoyed 
with  a  tittle  work,  it  is  as  an 
onslaught  on  orthographic 
correctness  that  it  manages  to 
entertain.  For  Ptrec  does  not 


THE  SILVER  - 
DRUM 
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discipline  of  a  young  and 
lonely  woman,  floundering 
about  in  the  unexplained  rig¬ 
ours  of  imperial  etiquette  ami 
suffering  a  painful  initiation 
into  the  rigid  formalities  of 
court  life. 

Correct  posture,  dress  and 
decorum  was  afl.  She  was  told 
not  to  let  her  feet  show  when 
walking,  she  was  scolded  for 
putting-  her  shoes  away  and 
the  mere  touch- 

-  ing  of  an  oma- 

LVER  •  .  mental  bird  in 
JM  the  garden 

-•-v—  .  •  brought  cries  of. 
“rf  ‘  "Oh  no  Madam, 
let  me  do  that". 

fa-mg5  Her  collection 

1  1  of  jazz  records 

was  judged  un¬ 
suitable  and  removed  on  mov¬ 
ing  into  the  palace  and  she 
was  warned  not  to  write 
casual  letters.  When  she  met 
her  mother  again  months  after 
her  marriage,  she  was  barely 
able  to  say  a  thing,  so  con¬ 
strained  was  she  by  her  new 
circumstances. 

But  running  through  her 
stoiy.  glinting  like  a  gold 
thread,  was  the  one  saving 
grace  of  her  life  —  her  immedi¬ 
ate  fondness  and  later  deep 
love  for  her  husband,  who 
comes  across  as  an  enlight¬ 
ened  man,  with  an  eagerness, 
rare  for  his  time,  to  know  and 
understand  the  Japanese 
people.  Historians  wifi  learn 
much  of  his  sympathetic  and 


inventive  nature  but  little  of 
his  role  in  the  war. 

But  much  else  of  the  imper¬ 
ial  institution  is  revealed.  Giv¬ 
en  that  the  imperial  household 
is  still  so  shrouded  in  secrecy 
and  mystery,  this  volume  of¬ 
fers  a  rare,  valuable  and  to  all 
appearances  truthful  insight, 
and  its  sanction  from  on  high 
indicates  an  interesting 
change  of  rack  for  an  institu¬ 
tion  hitherto  terrified  of  toe 
decaying  breath  of  publicity. 

The  translation  by  Dorothy 
Britton  is  a  tour  de  force.  Done 
with  sympathy  and  grace,  this 
was  an  exacting  task  given  the 
formality  of  imperial  Japanese 
language.  Britton  gives  us 
many  of  the  sublayers,  the 
hints  arid  allusions  which  axe 
the  very  nature-  of  the  lan¬ 
guage,  but  which  remain  so 
elusive  to  most  translators. 


As  I  read  the  memoirs,  I 
awld  not  help  thinking 
of  Crown  Princess 
Masako,  a  cosmospolitan 
young  woman  with  a  happy 
future  of  family,  career  and 
friends  to  look  forward  to,  who 
more  recently  was  chosen  and 
similarly  attempted  to  refuse 
(three  times  over  a  period  of 
some  years  in  her  easel  mar¬ 
riage  to  the  heir  to  the  throne. 

She  too  bowed  to  duty  in  the 
end  and  married  in  1993. 
giving  up  her  career  as  a 
diplomat  and  disappearing 
behind  the  walls  of  the  imper¬ 
ial  palace  in  Tokyo.  Little  has 
been  seen  of  her  since,  but  one 
can  only  hope  that  she  too  has 
found  happiness  and  support 
in  her  husband. 


Sorted 

forEs 


Giles  Corep 

THREE 
By  Georges  Perec 
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Perec  literary  rebellion 

merely  avoid  words  which 
contain  other  vowels,  he  re¬ 
spells  them  according  to  his 
strictures:  “Next,  wheyele  toe 
Emeenence's  freyl  feelers 
kerressed  seven  deeveyne 
bedes.  he  sed  the  vespers." 

If  nothing  else,  this  terrify¬ 
ing  and  dislocating  experience 
makes  you  pant  with  relief  to 
arrive  on  the  relatively  solid 
ground  of  the  other  two  tales- 

Which  Moped  With  Chr¬ 
ome-Plated  Handlebars  At 
The  Back  Of  The  Yard?  does 
not  get  any  less  cumbersome 
once  you  are  through  the  title, 
but  it  is  at  least  spelt  tradition¬ 
ally,  and  the  story  —  in  which 
a  group  of  friends  plot  to  save 


a  young  man  from  conscrip¬ 
tion  in  the  Algerian  war  by 
breaking  his  leg  —  is  frill  of  toe 
dark  humour  of  the  Left  Bank 
in  the  years  leading  up  to  "Les 
Elements”. 

The  exercise,  in  this  case,  is 
to  break  as  many  stylistic 
conventions  as  possible,  and 
to  parody  a  succession  of 
rhetorical  ornaments.  This 
having  been  written  before  his 
enrollment  with  OULIPO, 
Perec  is  human  enough  to 
provide  at  least  half  an  index 
to  these  at  the  end  of  his  text 
Oh,  and  the  hero  of  the  piece  is 
never  referred  to  twice  by  the 
same  name  —  a  spot  of  fun 
that  is  manageable  in  a  40 
page  novella,  but  would  have 
wreaked  havoc  if  Tolstoy  had 
tried  it  in  War  and  Peace. 

A  Gallery  Portrait  is  techni¬ 
cally  the  easiest  to  cope  with. 
An  art  collector  commissions  a 
portrait  of  himself  in  a  room 
with  his  collection.  On  the 
wall,  in  the  portrait,  is  a 

portrait  of  the  art  collector  in  a 
room  with  his  collection.  On 
the  wail,  in  the  portrait  in  the  j 
portrait...  ] 

The  piece  is  a  milage  of 
extracts  from  imagmajy  art 
history  books,  biographies, 
and  exhibition  notes,  and 
Perec  displays  the  huge  de¬ 
scriptive  skills  that  lurk  be¬ 
hind  his  posturing,  as  each 
little  piece  becomes  genuinely 
gripping  before  disappearing 
into  something  new. 

As  a  picture  of  an  artist 
consumed  by  [fie  fever  of 
method  it  is,  oF  course,  a  self 
portrait,  and  a  tragic  one  at 
that  But  it  is  all  in  the  name  of 
fun,  and  while  realism  has 
now  firmly  reestablished  its 
grip  on  the  literary  status  quo, 
this  is  a  fascinating  glimpse  of 
a  revolutionary  age  struggling 
to  find  expression. 

No  one.  however,  will  be 
.getting  rich  on  the  film  rights. 

* 


Hearing 

spirit 

voices 


THE  OLD  world  of  County 
Cork,  the  new  world  of 
Charles  Town,  Georgia  and 
I  toe  lost  Paradise  of  the  West 
Indies  in  the  early  ISth  century 
provide  three  backdrops  for 
Alison  MacLeod's  dramatic 
first  novel.  A  cast  of  fanners  m 
and  aristocrats,  pirates,  sail-  w 
orS  antLsfaves  giws  it  all  the 
vigour  of  an  adventure  story. 
But  by  positioning  a  cross¬ 
dressing,  bi-sexual  young 
woman  centre  stage,  she  poses 
some  modem  questions  about 
the  perception  of  women  in  a 
male  world. 

This  author  has  already 
written  for  the  theatre,  and  her 
first  act  here,  with  the  birth 
and  childhood  of  the  change¬ 
ling  and  future  pirate,  Anne 
Bonny,  is  resonant  with  signs 
of  the  drama  to  come.  A  harsh 
landscape  looks  more  like 
MacLeod'S  native  Canada 
than  the  southwest  coast  of 
Ireland,  and  the  keening  voice 
of  Annie,  the  peasant  who 
raises  the  child,  sound  unlike¬ 
ly.  But  when  Anne’s  father 
derides  to  raise  his  illegitimate 
child  as  a  boy  and  claim  an 

Aisling  Foster 

THE  CHANGELING 

By  Alison  MacLeod 

Macmillan,  £15.99 


heir  for  his  estates,  things 
begin  to  get  interesting. 

Earlier  signs  of  confused 
sexuality  are  given  a  Freudian 
spin  as  years  spent  in  leather 
breeches  develop  the  girl's 
liking  for  how  the  other  half 
lives.  By  the  time  her  father 
quits  Ireland  for  the  New 
World  and  tries  to  squeeze  his 
teenage  rebel  back  into  petti¬ 
coats.  it  is  much  too  late. 

MacLeod  appears  more  at 
home  conjuring  up  the  un¬ 
laced  freedoms  of  the  southern 
states  of  America.  Yet  when 
I  the  drama  shifts  to  toe  West 
Indies,  her  narrative  is  over¬ 
whelmed  by  tidal  waves  of 
dialogue.  The  inhabitants  of 
shanty  towns  and  a  chorus  of 
wise  black  women  are  relent¬ 
lessly  loquacious  about  shifts 
m  taste  and  politics. 

Yet  no  one  ever  quite  steps 
out  of  character.  Even  Anne 
Bonny,  who  might  have  illu¬ 
minated  the  pleasures  of  her 
extraordinary  lifestyle,  re¬ 
mains  an  icon  to  the  end. 

But  in  imagining  her.  the 
author  has  made  an  impres¬ 
sive  entry  into  fiction.  A  series 
of  set  pieces  haunt  the  imagi¬ 
nation  long  after  the  last  page1. 
the  scene  of  the  new  Governor 
from  England  sitting  for  his 
portrait  an  a  beach,  stiff  with 
family,  gilt  throne  and  spaniel 
pup.  delineates  the  inexorable 
expansion  of  empire:  and  toe 
sight  of  women  holding  up 

h  Ji  .^dren  to  touch  the 
oeaa  feet  of  pirates  swinging 
from  gibbets  nicely  illustrates 
me  new’  century’s  crossover 
from  superstition  to  a  rational 
in  moments  like  these  the 
novelist’s  own  voice  sounds 
more  convincing  than  all  the 
speeches  of  her  ingeniously 
scnPtcd  actors. 
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~  ^^onfoe  en^§ma  of  England’s  Lord  Protector:  a  Puritan  who  was  enthroned  in  ermine 

■  in  Tnhn  _ _ _ 
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£kSliIT,es,er-  He  was 
selected  by  Providence  and  as  he 
once  observed.  -„0  one  rise5  M 
as  he  who  knows  noi  whiiher  he  is 

E  l,^  ^rdly  ^ 
tV™  "  -*\e  1:31116  from,  either,  since 
the  evidence  of  his  early  life  is 
scattered  and  inconclusive.  He  spent 
f'iJ'rsf  40  years  as  an  unknSSIi 
fanner  and  gentleman  in  Fast 
^Jglia:  his  seems  to  be  a  familiar 
story  of  a  great  figure”  emerging 
from  a  family  “in  decline",  as  Mr 
Gaunt  tells  us.  and  therefore  of 
ambiguous"  social  rank. 

There  are  more  suggestive  notes, 
however:  he  was  brought  up  in  a 
household  of  seven  sisters,  and  was 
prone  to  deep  melancholy,  no  doubt 
exacerbated  by  the  contamination  of 
the  East  Anglian  Fens.  He  displayed 
no  interest  in  politics  at  all.  but  at 
some  point  he  showed  distinct 
evidence  of  a  religious  conversion. 
Blessed  be  His  name,”  he  wrote  at 
the  age  of  39,  “for  shining  upon  so 
dark  a  heart  as  mine!”  He  may  not 
have  been  separate,  or  even  precise, 
but  he  was  certainly  moving  to  the 
“elect”  end  of  the  religious  fold. 

It  was  in  his  role  as  one  of  the 
godly  that  he  eventually  and  belated- 


Light  that  shone  on 
a  heart  of  darkness 


\y  came  to  prominence.  The  story  of 
nts  opposition  to  Charles  I  in  the 
Long  Parliament,  and  his  post  as  a 
captain  of  a  cavalry  in  the  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Army,  is  well  enough 
known  not  to  need  a  further  rehears¬ 
al  here.  Yet  it  is  apposite  to  note  that 
Cromwell  discovered  his  true  genius 
as  an  army  commander,  his  deci¬ 
siveness  and  power  erf  organisation 
were  never  to  be  so  well  exercised  in 
the  political  sphere,  and  it  might  be 
said  that  as  Lord  Protector  he  was 
always  a  general  manque.  As  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  however,  he  was 
always  in  the  hands  of  God.  His 
letters  are  filled  with  enough  vows 
and  imprecations  to  do  justice  to  a 
sermon  by  Savonarola. 

Of  course  there  has  been  more 
violence  and  cruelty  done  in  the 
name  of  God  than  in  that  of  any 
earthly  ruler,  and  we  might  be 
inclined  to  look  upon  Cromwell's 
piety  with  certain  misgivings.  He 
preferred  to  quote  from  the  Old 
Testament  rather  than  the  New. 
which  is  generally  the  sign  of  an 
unquiet  conscience,  and  his  blood 
lust  during  the  Irish  campaign  is  as 
monstrous  as  anything  in  English 
history.  When  the  Puritan  settlers  of 
New  England  exterminated  the  Indi¬ 
ans  with  the  name  of  Christ  upon 
their  lips,  they  were  merely  rehears¬ 


ing  Cromwell’s  belief  that  his  massa¬ 
cre  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Irish,  or 
“wild  Irish",  was  evidence  of  God’s 
“righteous  justice” 

The  same  kind  of  religious  sensi¬ 
bility  is  at  work  in  both  instances,  at 
once  paranoid  and  vindictive,  exclu¬ 
sive  and  minatory.  Cromwell  often 
talked  of  blood  being  spilt,  or 
harvested;  he  dismissed  the  Rump 


OLIVER  CROMWELL 
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Parliament  in  part  because  'its 
members  had  "never  bled"  for  their 
nation,  and  so  we  are  presented  with 
the  idea  of  national  life  as  a 
continual  sacrifice  in  the  tradition  of 
Moloch  or  Magog. 

More  particular  forces  were  also 
at  work  in  this  strange  polity. 
Cromwell  had  a  haired  of  Roman 
Catholics,  and  it  is  well  known  that 
there  was  a  large  band  of  “Levellers" 
in  his  array.  During  the  time  of  the 
Civil  Wars  and  of  his  Protectorate, 
therefore,  there  is  a  more  general 
cultural  and  soda]  struggle  in 
evidence.  It  was  a  Puritan  who  tried 
effectively  to  renounce  the  an  dent 


customs  of  his  country,  and  a 
hundred  years  after  the  Reformation 
Oliver  Cromwell  might  be  seen  as 
finishing  the  work  of  Thomas  Crom¬ 
well.  As  Mr  Gaunt  notes,  he  became 
"a  party  to  violent,  unconstitutional 
action  and  the  destruction  of  the 
existing  political  and  governmental 
system*.  This  is  what  happens  when 
you  espouse  a  religion  based  upon 
faith  and  grace  rather  than  tradition 
and  authority. 

Yet  it  must  also  be  said  that  he  was 
less  rigid  and  less  discriminatory 
than  many  of  his  colleagues,  and  he 
generally  deemed  it  safer  to  take  a 
middle  course  through  the  waves  of 
political  faction.  As  a  result  he  was 
accused  then,  and  now,  of  mendacity 
allied  with  overwhelming  ambition. 
His  constant  invocations  of  "the 
Lord”  in  the  middle  of  various 
conspiratorial  manoeuvres  certainly 
lay  him  open  to  the  charge  of 
mischievous  hypocrisy.  There  is  a 
very  interesting  description  from  a 
contemporary  pamphlet  “You  shall 
scarce  speak  to  Cromwell  about 
anything,  but  he  will  lay  his  hand  on 
his  breast,  elevate  his  eyes,  and  call 
God  to  record:  he  will  weep;  howl, 
and  repent,  even  while  he  doth  smite 
you  under  the  first  rib".  Certainly  his 
violent  dismissal  of  Parliament,  and 
his  acceptance  of  monarchical  pow¬ 


ers.  do  not  suggest  the  behaviour  of 
one  altogether  humble  in  the  service 
of  the  Lord.  As  Protector,  he  lived  in 
the  palaces  of  Whitehall  and  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court:  his  head,  enwreathed  in 
laurel,  appeared  on  coins  and  med¬ 
als.  On  his  first  enthronement  he 
wore  a  plain  blade  suit,  and  yet  for 
his  second  he  ware  ermine.  He  was 
addressed  as  “Your  Highness"  and 
effectively  turned  himself  into  “King 
Oliver". 

This  is  a  carefully  written  and  weD 
argued  account;  since  its  author  is 
also  chairman  of  the  Cromwell 
Association,  h  is  also  extraordinarily 
impartial.  Yet  Cromwell  himself 
does  not  emerge  in  any  vivid  or 
particular  light.  He  was  prone  to 
sudden  euphoria  and  depression  — 
“alwayss  making  hast",  as  he  said  of 
himself  —  but  there  are  very  few' 
other  clues  about  what  was.  even  to 
his  contemporaries,  a  mast  puzzling 
character. 

An  interesting  thesis  on  the 
subject  of  Qiarles  Dickens’s 
Ofnvr  Twist  suggests  that  the 
novel  is  in  fact  a  fantastic  reworking 
of  the  events  of  the  mid-I7th  century, 
with  the  characters  of  Oliver  Twist 
and  Monks  —  half-brothers  in 
rivalry  over  an  inheritance  —  some¬ 
how  echoing  the  historical  roles  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  General 
Monk.  It  is  a  possibility,  of  course, 
but  in  fact  Cromwell  would  be  much 
better  placed  in  the  pages  of  Martin 
Chuzzlemt.  He  is  pari  Pecksniff  and 
part  Tom  Pinch,  hypocritical  and 
pious  at  the  same  time.  Was  he  a 
great  leader,  or  was  he  a  great 
charlatan?  Could  the  truth  be  that  he 
was,  perhaps,  both? 


AN  ACT 

FOR  THE 

ATTAINDER 

OF  THE 

R E  BE  L S 

IRELAND 

At  the  Parliament  begun  at  Wejhninfter 

tbc  17*  day  of  September,  An.  Dam.\6$6. 


fftilf aadfafa skid,  frimas  to 
EfisHtghndsic  Lord  ProteOcr.  i6jy. 


The  Cromwell  Act  of  1657  confiscated  the  estates  of 
Irish  rebels  and  banished  “those  of  Popish  religion" 
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PAUL  JOHNSON  plays  a 
number  of  roles  in  our  literary 
life,  all  with  distinction.  The 
most  significant  is  that  of  a 
historian  of  religion  and  ideas; 
his  Modem  Times  has  made 
him  a  cult  figure  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  United  States. 
He  is  also  a  fearless  polemical 
journalist  who  takes  on  his 
adversaries  in  trenchant 
prose. 

Now  he  embarks  on  a 
“personal  pilgrimage".  The 
Quest  for  God.  This  is  per¬ 
haps  the  most  audacious  of  his 
endeavours:  faith  is  a  personal 
matter  that  not  only  makes 
one  vulnerable  to  ridicule,  but 
also  reveals  the  difficulty  of 
putting  one’s  own  most  pro¬ 
found  emotions  into  words. 
Nor  is  faith  static,  as  Johnson 
realises:  “I  have  begun  this 
book  to  resolve  many  doubts 
in  my  own  mind,  to  clarify  my 
thoughts  and  to  try  and  define 
what  God  means  to  me  and 
my  life.” 

The  resolving  of  doubts  is 
probably  the  least  successful 
of  these  three  objectives 
because  there  is  little  evidence 
that  he  has  had  any.  Coming 
from  a  pious  Roman  Catholic 
family,  and  educated  by  the 
Jesuits,  he  never  seems  to  have 
had  misgivings  about  the  es¬ 
sential  tenets  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  Being  in  the  same  pos¬ 
ition  myself.  I  do  not  subscribe 
to  the  notion  that  one  must 
doubt  before  one  can  believe; 
but  I  had  hoped  to  learn  more 
about  his  convictions  in  his 


Charming  the  elements 

The  drawback  to  writing  this 
well  is  that  pedestrian  pas¬ 
sages  stick  out  One  or  two  of 
the  middle  sections,  such  as 
Ivan’s  arm-wrestling  exploits 
in  Africa,  or  Michael’s  gradual 
repletion  of  his  house,  while 
entertaining  in  themselves,  al¬ 
most  seem  to  be  there  only  to 
delay  the  catastrophe. 

Nevertheless  Particle 
Theory  is  a  work  that  will  keep 
its  readers  on  their  toes  as 
Gathome-Hardy  switches 
style  from  run-of-the-mill  real¬ 
ism,  to  comedy,  to  a  mutant 
expressionism  and  back 
again.  Ivan  comes  up  through 
the  floorboards  of  a  beautiful 
girl’s  bedroom  in  a  provincial 
town  called  Ruibinsk  and 
announces  to  her.  “I  found  I 
had  this  power.  I  could  create 
people  . . .  i  could  make  all 
sorts  of  things  happen  —  cows 
go  mad,  the  rivers  flood.  And 
one  day  I  created  Ruibinsk.’ 

“*But  that's  nonsense.’  said 
Sofka.  ‘Ruibinsk's  been  here 
for  centuries’." 

It  takes  you  a  while  to  deride 
who's  right  Particle  Theory  is 
funny,  sometimes  extremely 
moving  and  clever,  you  11 
probably  have  to  read  it  twice. 


Odd  book.  Panicle 
Theory  is  rich  in  ideas 
and  quick  in  changes 
of  style.  Scientific  theory,  from 
Democritus  to  Fred  Hoyle,  is 
drawn  on  as  the  novel  jumps 
from  the  life  of  Michael 
Wordingham,  mollycoddlee 
extraordinaire  {whose  disgust¬ 
ing  habits  will.  I  suspect,  make 
the  most  slovenly  and  eccen¬ 
tric  reader  feel  like  a  model 
citizen)  to  that  of  Ivan  Kuch- 
evsky,  a  Russian  farm  boy.. 

You  are  what  you’ve  written 
and  as  you  would  expect  from 
someone  who  has  written  on 
the  British  nanny,  public 
schools  and  marriage,  these 
materials  are  found  bobbing 
around  in  the  narrative,  but 
Gathome-Hardy  gives  you  a 
lot  for  your  money:  Stalin's 
Soviet  Union,  safari  Africa, 
pissed  painters,  supernatural 
events,  the  collective  uncon¬ 
sciousness.  a  guide  to  particle 
physics,  parallel  worlds  and 
arm-wrestling. 

Michael  Wordingham^  life 
is.  easily  summed  up:  brought 
up  by  his  grandmother  in 
Suffolk,  educated  first  at 
home,  then  at  Cambridge, 
after  which  he  moves  to 
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London  to  devote  himself  to 
searching  for  Elfreda.  his  be¬ 
loved  Latvian  nanny,  and  to 
filling  the  large  house  he  lives 
in  with  his  various  collections. 

Ivan’s  life,  on  die  other 
hand,  is  far  more  dramatic 
and  globe-trotting.  He,  like 
Michael,  is  an  orphan,  but  as 
physically  rugged  as  Michael 
is  weedy.  He  volunteers  for  the 
Red  Army,  but  then  deserts 
and  escapes  from  the  Soviet 
Union.  He,  like  Michael,  goes 
to  Cambridge,  but  it  is  only  at 
die  end  of  the  book,  in  present- 
day  Israel,  that  they  are  fated 
to  meet  with  memorable  im¬ 
pact;  Ivan  has  years  of  travel¬ 
ling  to  do  before  that 
rendezvous. 

Gathome-Hardy  writes 
with  great  simplicity,  and  with 
much  wit  and  colour  “there 
are  French  letters  all  along  the 
shore  like  the  ghosts  of  codes". 
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socialist  days,  and  the  links 
between  his  religious  and 
political  beliefs. 

His  “quest"  is  in  reality  a 
literary  convention:  what 
Johnson  has  written  is  an 
excellent  resume  of  a  tradition¬ 
al  Catholic's  faith.  Prayers  of 
his  own  composition  given  in 
an  appendix  use  traditional 
phraseology,  a  welcome  con¬ 
trast  to  the  banality  of  most 
modem  incantations. 

Among  Johnson's  talents  is 
that  of  a  teacher,  and  here  he 
is  clearly  happier  to  teach  than 
to  inquire.  The  book  benefits 
enormously  from  his  erudi¬ 
tion;  it  contains  fascinating 
nuggets  of  information  about 
the  history  of  religion;  but  the 
more  iiistorical.  die  less  per¬ 
sonal  the  quest  He  makes 


personal  references  from  time 
to  time  to  his  wife  Marigold, 
his  invariably  elevated  com¬ 
panions  {Jean  Sibelius,  A.J. 
Ayer,  Margaret  Thatcher,  a 
duke,  a  Scottish  laird,  a  "beau¬ 
tiful  and  fashionable  lady"), 
and  he  describes  his  own 
habits  of  prayer  he  goes  to 
church  every  morning  and 
kisses  "Our  Lord's  poor  feet 
nailed  to  die  cross  and  bleed¬ 
ing,  before  I  begin  my  work 
each  day".  However,  none  of 
this  makes  The  Quest  for  God 
a  confessional  work  like  St 
Augustine’s  Confessions.  It  is 
rather  a  work  of  personalised 
apologetics  in  the  tradition  of 
G.  K.  Chesterton,  Karl  Adam 
or  F.  J.  Sheed. 

Johnson  is  not  without 
views  that  might  raise  the  odd 
eyebrow  in  Rome.  He  prays  to 
Jane  Austen  to  help  him  to 
perfect  his  prose,  and  believes 
that  women  should  be  able  to 
be  priests,  bishops  and  even 
Rope.  One  wonders  how  he 
has  reacted  to  the  present 
Pope's  ruling  to  the  contrary, 
pronounced  infallible  by  Car¬ 
dinal  Ratzinger. 

The  Quest  for  God  is  co¬ 
gent,  learned  and  written  in  a 
fine  prose  style.  My  only 
disappointment  was  the  feel¬ 
ing  dial  while  this  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  troth  it  is  not  the 
whole  truth.  If  not  doubts,  has 
there  been  no  suffering?  No 
dark  nights  of  the  soul?  John¬ 
son  has  given  us  an  excellent 
Profession  of  Faith:  his  De 
Profundis  has  yet  to  come. 


Pass  the  Alka-Seltzer 


aphor  upon  over-lengthy  pa¬ 
renthesis  to  produce  toppling 
Eiffel  Towers  of  prose.  This 
parody  of  Brillat-Savarin,  sea¬ 
soned  with  a  dash  of  Henry 
James  and  peppered,  as  noted 
above,  with  hommage  to 
Proust,  seems  mere  self-indul¬ 
gent  pastiche,  the  borrowing 
of  others'  language  as  cos¬ 
tumes  substituting  for  the 
proper  development  of  cha¬ 
racter. 

Soon,  we  come  to  realise 
that  Winot.  like  a  19th-century 
maid  turned  out  of  the  house 
for  immorality,  cannot  be 
given  a  character.  He  is  what 
he  seems:  all  surface.  He’s  in 
disguise.  The  plot  of  the  novel 
turns  out  to  be  indeed  a  plot, 
with  murder  and  loot  at  its 
heart  The  novel  transforms 
itself  in  an  astonishing  way. 
much  as  a  bowl  of  eggy  cream 
rums  into  a  souffle  when 
you’re  not  looking.  The  pica¬ 
resque  cookbook  becomes  a 
thriller,  and  like  the  dinner 
guests,  applauding  a  perfect 
soufffe’s  lightness  we  have  to 
admit  dial  Lanchester  has  had 
us  delightfully  fooled. 

The  novel,  following  Winers 
leisurely  progress  south,  per¬ 
mits  itself  many  diversions, 
through  the  seasons,  and 
through  the  regions  of  France, 
in  order  to  throw  dust  in  the 
reader's  eyes  about  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  trip  while  simulta¬ 


Adopting  the  Proust- 
ian  method  of  allow¬ 
ing  sensual  experi¬ 
ence  to  dictate  narr¬ 
ative  shape  and  suddenly  re¬ 
experienced  tastes  to  evoke 
long-forgotten  childhood  me¬ 
mories.  John  Winchester’s 
novel  idles  along  on  a  senti¬ 
mental  and  gastronomic  jour¬ 
ney  through  France,  mixing 
story-telling,  recipes,  reminis¬ 
cence  and  hints  of  mysterious 
crimes  to  tickle  the  reader’s 
palate  and  nudge  even  the 
most  unwilling  audience  into 
admiration  of  its  cleverness. 

Irony,  so  beloved  of  a  certain 
sort  of  English  writer,  is 
apparently  all:  style,  content, 
solution.  The  novel  opens  as 
flrie  memoir,  jotted  as  he  goes, 
of  Tarquin  Winot,  gourmet, 
word-spinner  and  snob.  At 
first  there’s  no  obvious  reason 
why  Winot  (Why-not?)  should 
write  as  he  does,  piling  Ba¬ 
roque  clause  upon  wordy  met- 
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to  crudo  di  Parma,  jambon 
(tArdennes. . .  “  —  and  so  on. 

In  between  these  disquisi¬ 
tions.  the  plot  thickens  much 
like  Irish  stew,  imperceptibly 
and  gradually.  Winot  reveals, 
or  pretends  to.  the  tale  of  his 
famous  artist  brother,  their 
sibling  rivalry,  his  own  long- 
held  grudge.  Tracking  an 
apparently  innocent  honey¬ 
moon  couple,  he  ensnares  and 
manipulates  them  so  that  they 
become  actors  in  his  design  for 
villainy.  The  chit-chat  is  amus¬ 
ingly  done:  "you  may  find  this 
fig  confiture  especially  apt 
with  that  brioche  ...  Italian 


friends  do  say  that  figs  are  the 
ideal  accompaniment  to  Par¬ 
ma  ham.  These,  of  course,  are 
from  one’s  own  tree.  Laura, 
spot  more  coffee?  Dommage ." 

It's  possible  to  find  die  old 
codgerese,  the  young  fogey 
cliches,  wearisome.  Winot 
does  go  on  a  great  deal.  Even 
the  most  .delicious  French 
lunch  can  have  its  longueurs. 
Sometimes  I  wanted  a  Uterary 
equivalent  of  the  trou 
normand,  a  little  snifter  to  aid 
digestion.  Just  a  soupQon  less 
seff-congratulation  on  the  au¬ 
thor’s  part  would  also  have 
been  welcome. 
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calty  garnished  to  the  point  of 
hysteria,  and  he  goes  bade  to 
being  unpleasant  half  a  bottle 
of  wine  is  “spinsterish",  civili¬ 
sation  depends  upon  ignoring 
the  starving,  and  so  on.  The 
idue  to  his  emotional  state  is 
always  to  be  found  in  his 
language.  Giving  himself 
away  is  always  followed  by 
even  more  extravagant  dandy¬ 
ish  posing. 

He  has  a  poet’s  ear  for 
naming  and  for  lists.  He  is 

capable  of  appredating  the 
elaborate  display  of  a 
charcuterie:  " jambon  fume, 
jambon  de  Bayonne,  prosdut- 


neously  allowing  delirious  an¬ 
ecdotes  of  gourmandise  to  be 
recounted.  Arrival  by  boat  in 
St  Malo.  for  example,  pro¬ 
vokes  Winot  to  remember  die 
sort  of  winter  menus  cooked 
by  his  Irish  nanny  Maiy- 
Teresa.  We’re  given  not  only 
her  classic  version  of  Irish 
stew  but  also  the  story  of  her 
dismissal  from  the  narrator’s 
Paris  home  for  theft.  This 
episode  is  charmingly  mid. 
Winers  personality  slips;  he 
and  his  style  become  simpler 
and  more  sympathique. 

He  recovers  himself.  His 
sentences  are  once  more  been- 
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40  TRAVEL  NEWS 

When  French 
skies  closed 


ONE  of  the  most  amusing,  yet 
worrying,  aviation  stories  is 
told  by  a  former  air  traffic 
controller,  David  Gunson. 

For  a  time  his  job  was  to 
watch  over  the  radar  blips 
representing  passenger  air¬ 
craft  flying  across  Britain  — 
“wriggling  maggots"  as  he 
describes  them  —  and  see 
them  safely  through  his  patch 
before  handing  them  on. 

On  one  early-morning  shift 
he  was  responsible  for  seeing 
his  ‘•maggots"  out  of  British 
airspace  and  handing  them 
over  to  French  traffic  control. 
Only  when  Mr  Gunson  tried 
to  call  his  French  colleague  to 
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tell  him  how  many  “maggots" 
were  on  their  way,  was  he  told 
that  the  French  controllers 
were  on  strike. 

For  days,  Mr  Gunson  had 
to  divert  aircraft  left  at  Dover 
through  Belgium.  Germany 
and  anywhere  else  that  would 
have  them. 

One  day  he  called  up  to  see 
when  the  strike  would  be  over. 
It  already  was.  he  was  told. 
But  the  French  had  not  both¬ 
ered  lo  tell  anyone. 

This  lack  of  comm urnca don 
between  Europe’s  air  traffic 
control  services,  together  with 
an  often  farcical  lack  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  investment,  led  to 
serious  problems  in  the  1980s 
when  tents  had  to  be  erected  at 
Gatwick  to  accommodate  the 


millions  of  holidaymakers 
routinely  delayed  for  hours. 

Things  have  improved  since 
then  but  now  Europe’s  Tran¬ 
sport  Commissioner.  Neil 
Kinnock,  wants  to  go  further. 

“Too  many  passengers 
spend  longer  waiting  for  a 
plane  than  they  do  flying  in  it 
...  It  is  unfair  to  expect  airline 
passengers  to  put  up  with 
delays  which,  if  applied  to 
buses  or  trains,  would  be 
deemed  intolerable."  he  says. 

Mr  Kinrtock  daims  that  last 
year  18.4  per  cent  of  European 
flights  were  delayed  by  more 
than  15  minutes.  And  the 
figures  are  still  deteriorating, 
according  to  the  Association  of 
European  Airlines. 

Now  in  a  White  Paper  called 
Freeing  Europe's  Airspace  Mr  i 
Kinrtock  is  urging  ministers  to 
turn  Eurocontrol  —  the  exist¬ 
ing.  but  toothless  European 
co-ordinating  body  —  into  a 
single,  powerful  regulatory 
authority.  But  I  suspect  he  will 
be  thwarted. 

An  indication  of  the  opposi¬ 
tion  he  faces  came  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Civil  Aviation 
Authority.  Christopher 
Chataway.  “I  can  find  no 
convincing  argument  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  case  for  a  European 
international  institution  as  the 
single  system  authority  re¬ 
sponsible  for  planning,  financ¬ 
ing,  managing,  operating  and 
maintaining  Europe's  air  traf¬ 
fic  control  system,"  he  says. 

We  travellers  care  not  a  jot 
about  the  the  arguments,  just 
as  long  as  someone  finds  a 
way  of  speeding  the  flow  of 
civil  aircraft  across  Europe, 
and  prevents  Mr  Gunson 's 
horror  story  from  being  re¬ 
peated. 
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Malaria  a 
fear  for  * 
travellers 

By  Nigel  Williamson 


Run  of  the  green:  golf  enthusiasts  keep  up  with  the  competition  in  perfect  weather  conditions  at  Majorca's  championship  course  at  Santa  Ponsa 

Majorca  lures  sportsmen 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

BRITAIN’S  most  popular  is¬ 
land-holiday  destination  — 
Majorca  —  is  turning  to  sport 
in  an  attempt  to  boost  its 
foreign  revenue  after  a  slump 
in  package  tourists. 

At  least  two  new  golf 
courses  are  planned  after  re¬ 
search  showed  that  golfers 
spend  an  average  of  £120  a 
day,  compared  with  £15  a  day 
spent  by  non-sportsmen. 

A  former  football  ground  — 
leased  from  the  local  council 


for  one  peseta  a  year  —  has 
been  turned  into  a  cricket  club 
which  is  now  taking  on  visit¬ 
ing  teams  from  all  over  Brit¬ 
ain.  Other  stadia  offering 
American  football  and  bowls 
are  being  developed. 

•  Majorca  Sports  Tours  Man¬ 
agement  (01252-783630).  the 
British  representatives  of 
many  sports  federations  and 
dubs,  offers  breaks  Involving 
more  than  30  sports  and 
pastimes  from  £200  per 
person. 

The  Majorcan  tourist  au¬ 


thorities  have  been  concerned 
by  a  sharp  drop  in  the  number 
of  visitors  from  Britain  taking 
a  traditional  two-week  sum¬ 
mer  holiday.  By  the  end  of 
January,  bookings  for  next 
summer  were  about  25  per 
cent  down  on  the  same  time 
last  year.  Concerns  about  the 
sluggish  German  economy, 
and  an  acceptance  that  cheap 
packages  can  reduce  income 
and  create  a  down-market 
image,  have  forced  the  island 
to  aim  to  attract  fewer,  but 
wealthier  tourists. 


Peter  Shanks,  commercial 
director  of  the  travel  agency 
chain  Going  Places,  says: 
“Holiday  companies  have  tra¬ 
ditionally  viewed  sports  and 
leisure  facilities  as  an  added 
extra.  But  now  many  are 
integrating  them  into  the  total 
holiday  experience.  Such  holi¬ 
days  are  likely  to  become  the 
standard  for  the  travel  indus¬ 
try  in  the  late  1990s." 

The  plan  —  which  is  costing 
the  local  council  of  Calvia 
alone  more  than  £75  million  in 
an  eight-year  investment  pro¬ 


gramme  —  appears  to  be 
working. 

Most  of  the  daily  British 
Midland  scheduled  flights, 
with  economy  seats  costing 
from  EJ55  return,  and  busi¬ 
ness-class  fares  from  £330,  are 
filled  by  indejxndent  travel¬ 
lers.  The  Majorcan  Cricket 
Association  has  a  long  list  of 
potential  touring  sides  want¬ 
ing  a  fixture,  the  best  golf 
courses  have  waiting  lists  and 
horse-riding,  tennis,  bowls 
and  other  sports  are  increas¬ 
ingly  in  demand. 
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THERE  are  fears  that  British 
travellers  are  visiting  malarial 
regions  without  protection 
after  a  foil  in  sales  of  a 
controversial  anti-malaria 
drug. 

Questions  about  the  safety 
of  Lari  am.  the  most  powerful 
such  drug  available,  have 
been  raised  by  the  BBC  tele¬ 
vision  programme.  Watch¬ 
dog.  More  than  60  people  also 
contacted  The  Times  to  report 
alarming  side-effects. 

Nic  Holliday,  the  managing 
director  of  Roche,  the  manu¬ 
facturers.  said:  “The  publicity 
has  led  to  confusion.  Lari  am  is 
not  being  used  as  widely  and 
the  result  is  that  travellers  are 
nor  going  to  be  protected 
adequately." 

Sales  of  Lariam  last  year 
topped  E3  million,  but ‘Mr 
Holliday  denied  that  Roche's 
worry  was  mainly  financial. 
“Our  principle  concern  is  to 
ensure  that  the  right  advice  is 
given  so  that  the  number  of 
people  dying  from  malaria  in 
Britain  does  not  increase." 

Last  year  II  British  travel¬ 
lers  died  from  malaria.  ChJo- 
roquine,  the  other  commonly 
used  drug,  is  not  effective  in 
large  parts  of  Africa,  the  Far 
East  and  the  Caribbean. 

Lariam  can  have  serious 
side-effects,  which  Roche  says 
afflict  one  in  10,000  travellers. 
Symptoms  include  panic  at¬ 
tacks,  fits  and  manic  depres¬ 
sion.  One  in  five  will  suffer 
minor  side-effects  such  as 
nausea,  rashes  or  headaches. 
More  than  100  travellers  are 
now  seeking  compensation 
from  Roche. 
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Disney  to  launch  its  own  cruise  liners 


By  David  Churchill 

PJSNBY  yesterday  unveiled  plan, 
to  launch  the  two  largest 

raiLE??  JhJlm  the  worid-  *ial» 
»iad  Sughl  a  Bahamian 

island  to  be  a  Disney-ihemed  port 
of  rail  for  cruise  passengers. 

*uD«!fJ5X.pIans  lo  have  its  first  Shin. 

theS5.000.ton  Dis/tey  Magic  liner.  in 
service  by  the  beginning  of  1998  and 

f  ^"7  ,vesseL  WniMfcr. 

Punched  later  that  year.  Both  wifi 
be  built  in  Trieste.  Italy. 

The  decision  to  build  its  own 


cruise  ships  comes  amid  reports  Lhal 
Disney  is  interested  in  buying  the 
Queen  Elizabeth  II  from  the  trou¬ 
bled  Cunard  Line.  Disney  sources 
now  say  such  a  move  is  unlikely. 
Disney  used  to  own  the  Queen  Mary 
liner,  whidi  was  moored  at  Long 
oeacn.  California,  and  operated  as  a 
themed  hoteL  The  company  sold  the 
ship  in  the  early  J990s. 

the  Disney  cruise  ships  will  have 
880  rooms  and  a  rapacity  of  2.400 
passengers.  Most  of  the  crew  will  be 
American,  but  officers  and  catering 
staff  will  include  a  large  proportion 


of  Europeans.  The  vessels  will  be 
fitted  out  in  Disney  style,  with  a 
fhree-slorey  atrium  lobby  featuring  a 
sweeping  staircase  in  the  grand 
manner  of  the  great  transatlantic 
ocean  l  iners  of  the  past  There  will  be 
a  1.040-seater  theatre  with  B road¬ 
way-quality  entertainment,  plus  a 
cinema  and  a  5.500  sq  ft  shopping 
mall.  Three  themed  restaurants  will 
cater  for  families,  and  a  dinner 
restaurant  will  serve  adults  only. 

Disney  plans  to  sell  femrday 
cruises  around  the  Caribbean,  in¬ 
cluding  a  stopover  at  its  1,000-acrc 


island.  The  ships  will  be  based  at 
Port  Canaveral,  Florida,  about  an 
hour  and  a  half's  drive  from  Walt 
Disney  World  in  Orlando.  The 
cruise  packages  trill  probably  in* 
dude  a  three  or  four-night  slay  at 
Disney  World. 

This  is  part  of  Disney’s  new 
strategy  of  extending  its  grip  on 
holidaymakers  by  offering  them 
vacations  other  than  visits  to  its 
theme  park  resorts.  It  has  recently 
opened  two  resort  holds,  at  Vero 
Beach  in  Florida  and  at  Hilton  Head 
island  in  South  Carolina. 


Disney  has  yet  to  set  the  prices  for 
its  cruise  ships,  but  ft  is  believed  10 
be  aiming  at  the  middle  to  upper 
price  range  rather  than  the  budget 
sector,  where  the  Caribbean  cruise 
market  is  already  showing  excess 
capacity. 

A  Disney  spokesman  said:  "We 
aim  to  offer  the  Disney  quality  and 
experience  rather  than  just  be  an¬ 
other  cruise  operator.” 

The  first  anise  brochure  will  be 
published  in  July  this  year.  Book¬ 
ings  -for  the  initial  cruises  in  1998  will 
be  taken  from  August 


Ferries  suffer 
as  Britons 
stay  at  home 


TH  E  number  or day-rrip  shop¬ 
pers  taking  the  ferry  to  France 
has  plunged  by  up  to  30  per 
cent  this  winter. 

P&O  European  Ferries  and 
Stena  Line  have  been  hit  by  a 
double  broadside  of  a  stormy 
winter  and  fierce  competition 
from  Eurotunnel. 

The  losses  are  a  big  blow  for 
the  ferries,  which  rely  on  duty¬ 
free  and  on-board  sales  for  at 
least  a  quarter  of  their  reve¬ 
nue.  and  which  face  increased 
competition  this  summer. 

In  1995.  one  million  travel- 


By  Steve  Keenan 

lers  look  day-trips  in  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year,  the 
ferry  operators  filling  other¬ 
wise  empty  ships  by  offering 
day-trips  for  as  little  as  £1. 

But  this  year  the  figure  has 
fallen  by  more  than  250,000, 
say  the  ferries,  with  the  miser¬ 
able  weather  in  January  and 
February  partly  to  blame  for 
keeping  people  at  home. 

The  scrapping  of  temporary 
passports,  the  strength  of  the 
franc  and  the  supermarket 
price-war  in  the  UK  are  other 
factors  for  the  slump. 


French  Eurostar 
plans  faster  routes 


By  Rachael  Jolley 


£ 


FRENCH  Railways  is  plan¬ 
ning  to  win  more  British 
customers  from  the  airlines 
when  it  launches  a  new  range 
of  Eurostar  services  in  the 
summer.  The  company  is  to 
offer  quicker  connections  to 
the  south  of  France  and 
Brittany  which  avoid  Paris. 

New  connections  Unking 
with  Eurostar  via  Lille  will 
jndude  TG  Vs  to  Bordeaux.  La 

ochelle.  Poiters.  Rennes  and 
Nantes:  Journey  times  wfll  be 
cut  by  up  to  an  hour  and  a 
half  when  the  new  services 
begin  in  June. 

Jean  Michel  Ditner.  man¬ 
aging  director  of  French  Rail¬ 
ways  UK  said  the  new  routes 
would  compete  with  airlines 
for  pricing  and  travelling 
time.  He  said:  "We  will  be  as 
imaginative  as  the  airlines.” 

Eurostar  claims  to  have 
won  50  per  cent  of  the  traffic 
from  London  to  Paris  away 
from  the  airlines  since  its 
launch  and  M  Ditner  is 
convinced  it  would  gain  even 
more  customers. 

Connection  times  at  Lille 
between  Euroscar  and  exist¬ 


ing  French  Railways  services 
would  be  improved  so  cus¬ 
tomers  did  not  have  to  wait  so 
long,  he  said. 

A  Eurostar/TGV  service  to 
the  Alps,  run  for  skiers  for  the 
first  time  this  winter,  will  be 
available  for  a  longer  period 
of  time  next  year.  And  direct 
Eurostar  sendees  to  the  south 
of  France  are  planned  for  the 
future. 

Consortium  London  and 
Continental  is  to  take  over  the 
running  of  European  Passen¬ 
ger  Services,  the  UK  Eurostar 
operator,  in  the  summer.  It  is 
already  planning  a  price  war 
with  the  airlines.  M  Ditner 
said  he  expected  to  see  a  wider 
range  of  fares  with  specialised 
tickets,  such  as  Apex  and 
Super  Apex,  similar  to  those 
offered  by  airlines. 

Mike  Gates,  a  director  at 
Hogg  Robinson,  stud  there 
was  no  doubt  the  new  connec¬ 
tions  would  make  train  travel 
more  attractive.  “It  certainly 
will  have  an  impact  It  be¬ 
comes  quite  a  reasonable 
option  for  those  on  business.” 
he  said. 


"The  market  is  depressed, 
the  British  visitors  passport 
has  disappeared,  and  people 
haven’t  got  the  money."  said  a 
spokesman  for  P&O. 

P&O  is  the  UK’s  biggest 
duty-free  ferry  operator, 
which  accounts  for  30  per  cent 
of  the  company's  £600  million 
annual  revenue.  Customers 
spend  an  average  of  £20  on 
board  and  more  in  Calais 
'  supermarkets. 

“Last  year,  the  market 
hotted  up  with  cheap  fores, 
which  coincided  with  a  nice 
spell  of  weather  in  January 
and  February,"  said  Martin 
Brown,  owner  of  the  Grape 
Shops  in  Boulogne  and  Calais. 

“This  year,  there  are  still 
cheap  fores  but  we  have  had  a 
run  of  bad  weather  through 
January.  It  has  been  fairly 
quiet  in  Calais.” 

One  company  doing  better 
than  1995  is  the  car-carrying 
Le  Shuttle  service  through  the 
Channel  Tunnel.  Le  Shuttle  is 
offering  66  per  cent  off  high- 
street  prices,  reducing,  for 
example,  a  bottle  of  GUbeys 
gin  to  £4.65. 

The  company  is  again  ex¬ 
tending  its  sales  area  at  the 
Folkestone  terminal  in  time 
for  Easter,  which  will  treble  its 
original  duty-free  space.  “We 
think  the  66  per  cent  offer  has 
attracted  15  per  cent  additional 
traffic  this  winter,"  said  a 
spokesman. 

In  February,  more  than 
117.000  cars  were  carried  on 
Le  Shuttle,  double  die  figure  in 
February  last  year.  Nearly 
3,000  coaches  also  travelled 
last  month. 

Cross-Channel  travellers 
can  buy  duty-free  goods  on  the 
outbound  and  return  jour¬ 
neys,  and  also  spend  a  day  in 
French  hypermarkets  buying 
cheap  duty-paid  goods. 

Losses  to  Customs  &  Excise 
were  last  year  estimated  at 
£110  million,  with  3  per  cent  of 
all  beer  drunk  in  Britain 
imported. 


Sri  Lanka’s  cricket  Worid  Cup  win  has  put  its  attractive  resorts  back  on  the  tourist  map 

Sri  Lanka  bounces  back 


THE  JOY  in  the  streets  of 
Colombo  this  week  as  crowds 
celebrated  Sri  Lanka’s  cricket 
World  Cup  win  has  been 
shared  by  British  airlines  and 
four  operators. 

They  had  identified  die 
country  as  a  booming  travel 
destination.  The  operators  in¬ 
creased  the  number  of  flights 
and  holidays,  but  suffered  a 
drop  in  tourism  after  the 
bomb  that  killed  SO  people  in 
Colombo  in  January.  Now. 
with  wider  public  awareness 
of  Sri  Lanka,  they  forecast  a 
rise  in  visitors. 

John  Sim.  of  Kuoni,  said: 
“The  happy  news  will  do  an 
awful  lot  to  restore  holiday- 
makers’  confidence  in  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka.  The  war  with  the  Tamil 
Tigers  did  not  affect  bookings 
adversely  until  the  Colombo 
bomb.  The  decision  of  the  Aus- 


By  Tony  Da  we 

trail  an  and  West  Indies  cricket 
teams  to  forfeit  their  matches 
in  Sri  Lanka  also  influenced 
tourists  and  numbers  fell.” 

Kuoni’s  'Sri  Lanka  bookings 
rose  by  44  per  cent  last  year. 
Most  holidaymakers  combin¬ 
ing  time  in  a  beach  hotel  with 
an  island  tour  to  see  ancient 
cities,  waterfalls  and  wildlife. 
Tours  that  included  a  night  in 
Colombo  have,  however,  been 
reorganised  to  send  visitors  to 
beach  and  airport  hotels. 

The  increased  tourist  appeal 
is  being  especially  welcomed 
by  Thomson,  which  has 
planned  a  big  increase  in  the 
number  of  Sri  Lankan  holi¬ 
days  it  offers.  It  hopes  to  take 
between  6,000  and  8.000  tour¬ 
ists  on  its  winter  and  forth¬ 
coming  summer  programmes, 


compared  with  1,000  in  the 
previous  year. 

British  Airways  will  also  be 
cheered  because  it  restarted 
regular  services  to  Colombo 
only  four  months  ago.  And 
Britannia  and  Monarch  Air¬ 
lines  operate  regular  charter 
flights. 

Vknal  Wickremaratne,  of 
the  Sri  Lanka  tourist  office  in 
London,  said:  “Winning  the 
World  Cup  has  given  Sri 
Lanka  a  great  boost,  especially 
in  the  UK  market,  because  of 
British  interest  in  cricket.  Visi¬ 
tors  from  the  UK  increased  by 
a  third  to  63,000  last  year,  but 
the  bomb  led  to  cancellations 
and  a  drop  in  inquiries..” 

The  Foreign  Office  advises 
tourists  to  avoid  the  north  and 
east  of  the  island,  but  says  the 
main  tourist  resorts  and  “cul¬ 
tural  triangle"  are  unaffected. 


BARGAINS  OF  THE  WEEK 


JERSEY  Travel 
Service  is  offer¬ 
ing  four-day 
Easier  breaks  including  ho¬ 
tel,  car  hire  and  free  tickets 
10  the  zoo  from  £199  a 
person,  with  flights  on  April 
4  or  5.  Details:  0181-891  6020. 

□  CORSICAN  holidays, 
with  children  going  free  or 
half-price,  are  available 
from  Holiday  Options.  De¬ 
parting  from  Gatwick  on 
Easter  Sunday,  the  adult 
price  fa-  a  week  in  an 
apartment  is  £299  and  for 
bed  and  breakfast  in  a  hotel 
£279.  Details:  0171-637  4422. 

□  VENICE  for  two  nights 
for  £177,  including  flights 
and  accommodation,  is 
available  from  Lupus  Travel 
from  April  7.  Details:  0171- 
30b  3000. 

□  SPECIAL  offers  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  die  Greek  Easier 
festivities  in  Crete  are  avail¬ 
able  from  Portland  Holi¬ 
days,  with  a  week’s  self- 


HOLIDAYS 


catering  holi¬ 
day  costing 
£204,  and  half- 
board  in  a  hotel  £278.  Depar¬ 
tures  are  from  Gatwick  on 
April  tl.  Details:  0990 
002200. 

D  MICHELIN-star  restau¬ 
rants  are  featured  in  Britta¬ 
ny  Ferries’  short-break 
programme  for  April,  with 
Fortsmouth-Caen  sailings, 
dinner,  bed  and  breakfast  at 
Chateau  de  Sully  for  E183.50. 
Details:  0171-771  7010. 

□  JAZZ  bands  will  be  play¬ 
ing  aboard  the  Monterey  on 
her  seven-night  Mediterra¬ 
nean  cruise  on  April  15. 
Prices,  from  Mediterranean 
Shipping  Cruises,  srart  at 
E475.  Details:  0171-637  2525. 

□  SPRING  Bank  Holiday 
bargains  are  now  on  offer 
from  Lunn  Poly,  including  a 
week’s  self-catering  in  Anti¬ 
gua  for  E529  departing 
Gatwick  on  May  23 .  Details: 
01203  225888. 


HUNT  for  a 
solid  gold  Fa- 
berge  Easier 
egg  worth  £845  while  staying 
creating  at  the  Four  Seasons 
hotel  in  London  over  Easter. 
Weekend  room  rates  start  at 
£230  a  night  Details:  0171- 
4990888. 

□  A  RATE  of  £99  a  person 
in  a  double  room  for  three 
nights,  plus  dinner  on  one 
night  is  available  over  the 
Easter  weekend  at  the  four- 
star  Petersham  hotel  at  Rich¬ 
mond.  Surrey.  Details:  0181- 
940  7471. 

□  TWO  Easter  eggs,  along 
with  full  breakfast  are  on 
offer  at  Dukes  hotel  in  St 
James’s.  London,  over 
Easier.  Double  room  rates 
are  £160  a  night  Details: 
0171-491  4840. 

□  THE  Montcalm  Hotel 
Nikko.  central  London,  is 
giving  champagne  and  after- 


HOTELS 


noon  tea  to 
guests  staying 
two  nights  or 
more  between  April  1-15.  A 
standard  double  costs 
E139.25  a  nighL  Details: 
0171-402  4288. 

□  CHOICE  Hotels  is  offer¬ 
ing  free  accommodation  and 
meals  for  children  staying 
with  their  parents  at  Quality 
or  Comfort  Inn  hotels.  Half- 
board  £33  a  person  a  night 
Details:  0800  444  444. 

□  VISITORS  to  the  new 
Legoland  theme  park  which 
opens  next  week  can  take 
advantage  of  a  special  week¬ 
end  offer  from  the  nearby 
Oakley  Court  hotel.  Two 
nights’  half-board  accommo¬ 
dation,  plus  a  boat  trip  on 
the  Thames  with  admission 
to  Legoland  and  Windsor 
Castle  costs  £208  for  adults 
and  £58  for  children  sharing 
their  parents’  room.  Details: 
01753  609988. 


AER  UNGUS 
is  undercutting 
British  Air¬ 
ways'  New  York  business- 
class  fore  by  more  than  £800. 
BA’s  direct-flight  price  is 
£2304,  whereas  executives 
prepared  to  change  planes  in 
Dublin  pay  £1.650  with  Aer 
Lingus.  0181-899  4747. 

□  EASYJET  is  launching 
Luton-Amsterdam  flights  on 
April  24.  One-way  fares  will 
start  at  £35-  Details  01582 
445566. 

□  TRAVEL  Warehouse  has 
a  E5Q3  seat-sale  fore  to  Kuala 
Lumpur  flying  Malaysian 
airlines.  The  agent  also  has  a 
special  fare  of  £595 to  Cairns, 
Sydney  or  Brisbane,  flying 
Japan  Airlines  via  Tokyo  or 
Osaka.  0171-414  8808. 

□  UNITED  Airlines  has 
lowered  its  first  and  busi¬ 
ness-class  fores  between 
London  and  Delhi.  First 


class  now  costs 
£2325  (£3323 
normally)  and 
business  £1.449  (£2.074).  The 
airline  provides  passengers 
with  free  pre-flight  hotel  ac¬ 
commodation  at  Heathrow. 
0181-990  9900. 

□  CUT-PRICE  airline  AB 
Shannon  is  now  flying  three 
times  a  day  Gatwick-Shan- 
non  with  return  fares  start¬ 
ing  ar  E75. 0345  464748. 

□  British  Airways  has  intro¬ 
duced  a  lower  £109  seat-sale 
fare  between  Manchester 
and  Amsterdam.  (£148  previ¬ 
ously).  0345221111. 

□  CONTINENTAL  Airlines 
has  introduced  a  telephone 
check-in  facility  at  Gatwick 
and  Manchester  for  busi¬ 
ness-class  passengers  flying 
to  the  USA.  Passengers  caU 
0800  747800  from  06  JO  hrs 
until  one  hour  before 
departure. 


Bumper  boost  for 
Irish  tourist  trade 

By  Tony  Dawe  and  Harvey  Elliott 


THE  boom  in  tourism  to 
Ireland  has  been  given  extra 
impetus  by  travellers  from 
the  other  side  of  the  worid, 
according  to  the  latest  fig¬ 
ures  from  both  the  Irish  arid 
Northern  Ireland  tourist 
boards. 

Holidaymakers  from  Aus¬ 
tralia,  New  Zealand  and 
Japan  are  among  the  groups 
visiting  the  two  countries  in 
vastly  increased  numbers, 
with  little  sign  of  the  setback 
in  the  peace  process  deter¬ 
ring  them. 

Visitors  from  the  Austra¬ 
lian  continent  to  the  Repub¬ 
lic  rose  last  year  to  90.000 
while  20.000  went  to  the 
North,  compared  with 
68.000  and  9,000  in  1994. 
The  number  of  visitors  from 
Britain  also  rose  markedly. 

Tourism  in  the  Republic 
has  been  given  a  further 
boost  by  the  inclusion  for  the 
first  time  of  eight  Irish 
country  house  hotels  in  the 


Elegant  Resorts’  luxury  ho¬ 
tels  in  Europe  brochure. 
They  include  the  Kildare 
Hotel  and  Country  Club 
created  by  Michael  Smurfit, 
the  Irish  entrepreneur,  the 
Mount  Juliet  Estate  in  Co 
Kilkenny.  Ashford  Castle, 
Co  Mayo  and  Dromoland 
Castle,  Co  Clare. 

“The  quality  of  hotels  in 
Ireland  is  superb  and  that 
combined  with  the  peace 
process  and  requests  by  our 
clients  has  encouraged  us  to 
expand  into  the  country.” 
said  Geoffrey  Moss,  Elegant 
Resorts'  managing  director. 

But  the  “really  good  news” 
about  the  large  increase  in 
visitors  to  Northern  Ireland, 
comes  from  Baroness  Den¬ 
ton.  Ulster’s  economy  minis¬ 
ter.  “More  than  460,000 
people  came  10  Northern 
Ireland  for  a  holiday  and 
nine  out  of  ten  said  they 
wanted  to  come  back,"  she 
said 


Battle  over  city  breaks 


THE  travel  giant  Thomson  is 
setting  up  a  separate  unit  to 
sell  city  breaks  in  an  attempt 
to  regain  its  share  of  the 
rapidly  expanding  market. 

The  company  is  offering 
independent  breaks  in  14  of 
the  most  popular  cities  around 
the  world  at  prices  ranging 
from  £129  for  a  night  in  Paris 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

to  seven  nights  in  New  York  at 
the  Waldorf  Astoria  for  E999. 

Steve  Allen,  Thomson  com¬ 
mercial  director  says:  "Five 
years  ago  Thomson  was  mar¬ 
ket  leader  but  during  the 
recession  we  went  back  to  our 
core  business  and  allowed 
small  specialist  companies  to 
move  into  city  breaks.  As  a 


New  York:  Thomson’s  Waldorf  Astoria  package  costs  £999 


result  we  took  our  eye  off  the 
ball  and  our  share  of  the 
market  has  slumped  to  only 
about  5  per  cent 

“We  can  be  much  more 
flexible  than  small  operators 
because  we  can  use  our  size 
and  our  experience  to  obtain 
the  best  deals.” 

But  the  smaller  competitors 
claim  that  they  are  able  to 
provide  the  better  service. 
Chris  Kirker.  of  Kirker  Holi¬ 
days.  who  specialises  in  city 
breaks  and  who  is  also  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Association  of 
Independent  Tour  Operators, 
claims  Thomson  is  "becoming 
desperate". 

■They  are  discovering  that 
the  traditional  package  holi¬ 
day  is  virtually  dead  and  they 
are  trying  to  get  a  footing  in 
other  markets”  he  says. 

“They  will  find  it  a  very 
different  business.  Small  com¬ 
panies  such  as  mine  can  look 
after  our  customers  on  an 
individual  basis  and  with  our 
lower  overheads  also  keep 
prices  down." 


Shortfall  in  holidays  forecast 


By  Linsey  McNeil 

ONE  MILLION  people  in 
Britain  will  be  unable  to  get 
the  package  holiday  th^y 
want  this  summer  because  the 
number  on  sale  has  been 
heavily  reduced,  according  to 
a  leading  tour  operator. 

A  25  per  cent  diop  m 
bookings  at  the  start  of 
year  led  the  UK’s  five  largest 
operators  to  cut  their 
capacity  by  approximately  H 

per  cent,  but  busu^f 
since  picked  up  and 

Brett,  chairman  and  ^*  . 
executive  of  Thomson  Trave 
Group,  said  operators  hau 


fewer  holidays  left  to  sell  than 
they  had  this  time  last  y<ar. 

“By  mid-April  there  will  be 
three  million  people  chasing 
the  two  million  holidays  tour 
operators  have  left,  and  inev¬ 
itably  some  people  wdl  not  be 
able  to  get  the  holiday  they 

want”  he  said. 

Mr  Brett  claimed  the  capac¬ 
ity  reductions  by  operators 
also  meant  there  vrould  be 
fewer  last-minute  bargains 
around  than  there  have  been 
in  previous  summers.  “1  foiow 
the  public  has  heard  this  all 
before,”  he  said,  "when  opera¬ 
tors  have  been  trying  10 
persuade  people  to  book  ear¬ 


ly,  but  this  year  there  really 
will  be  fewer  holidays  and 
fewer  bargains  because,  for 
the  first  time,  operators  have 
actually  reduced  capacity.” 

Market  research  carried  out 
last  month  at  A.T.  Mays,  the 
UK’s  largest  travel  agency 
chain,  seems  to  confirm 
Thomson's  claims. 

Mays  said  its  nationwide 
research  revealed  81  per  cent 
of  those  questioned  in  the 
north  of  England  were  still 
waiting  to  book  their  summer 
holiday  while  79  per  cent  of 
those  asked  in  the  South  and 
75  per  cent  of  those  in  Scot¬ 
land  had  still  not  booked. 


Almost  half  said  they  planned 
to  do  so  between  May  and 
October.  When  asked  why 
they  were  waiting.  52  per  cent 
said  they  were  hanging  on  for 
a  better  deal. 

“This  is  confirmation  that 
people  are  still  very  keen  to 
take  an  overseas  holiday  but 
that  they  are  leaving  it  later  to 
book,"  said  Roddie  MacPhee, 
A.T.  Mays*  marketing 
director. 

“Unfortunately  that  may 
mean  many  people  will  be 
unable  to  get  a  holiday;  there 
are  definitely  fewer  holidays 
around  now  than  there  were 
at  this  time  last  year." 


SATURDAY 

TRAVEL 


Travel  trie  world 
again  in  Weekend 
on  Saturday 
Burma  —  should 
tourists  go? 
Brigid  Callaghan  in 
Sardinia 

Robin  Neillands  In 
the  British  Virgin 
islands 

Doug  Sager  on 
cybemet  ski 

plus 

Pakistan  and  the 
Seychelles 


Cultural  days  and  lively  evenings 


MADRID 

Four  nights  from  just  £169  per  person 
Departing  Wednesday  1st  May  1996 


Rjt  further  information  and  booking  form 
please  call  Newmarket  Air  Hobdays  ora 

0181  3353030 

Ask  far  the  Customer  Smnoes  Department  and 
quote  The  Times  or  rehim  the  coupon  below  Kx 

The  Times  Madrid  Offer. 
Newmarket  Air  Holidays  Ltd, 
McMillan  House 
Worcester  Park.  Surrey 
KT48RH 


Aba  V7812 


Alot  2325 


The  Times  Madrid  Offer 


j  in  the  heart  of  Spain,  this  bustling. 

►cosmopolitan  capital  offers  a  blend  of 
history,  culture  and  sophistication.  Visit  toe 
splendour  of  the  Royal  Palace,  the  treasure  of 
the  famous  Museo  del  Prado  and  the 
colonnaded  Plaza  Mayor  in  the  old  quarter. 

Stroll  along  toe  Gran  Via  with  its  many 
elegant  shops,  or  relax  in  a  pavementcafe  and 
enjoy  the  atmosphere  of  this  vivacious  city. 

For  entertainment  see  a  traditional  flamenco 
show,  or  join  the  Madriknos  for  a  delirious 
meal  in  one  of  the  traditional  tapas  bars 
hidden  away  in  the  narrow  streets  of  old 
Madrid.  Optional  excursions  include  a 
panoramic  oty  sightseeing  tour  and  a  full  day 
trip  to  flic  imperial  Toledo,  home  of  El  Greco. 

The  holiday  price  includes 
■  Return  flights  to  Madrid  from  London 
Gatwick.  Your  Sight  leaves  Gatwick  on 
Wednesday  morning  and  is  due  back  at 
Gatwick  early  Monday  morning. 

•  four  nights  accomodatiOT  in  the  three  star 
Hotel  Centro  Norte.  £169  per  persen  based 
on  two  people  sharing  a  twin/douMe  room 

•  Continental  breakfasts 

•  Return  coach  transfers  between  Madrid 
Airport  and  the  hotel. 

•  Services  of  a  tour  manager. 

This  offer  is  operated  6y  Newmarket  Air  Holidays,  a  company  independent  of  Times  Newspapers  LtL 


Pteftaa  jtmd  mo  furthqr  Information 
Nanw(Mr/Mis/Ms) - 


AddlQSlMMU 


Postcode- 


Please  tick  box  if  you  do  not  wtsh  to  racefoe  future 
oflerefrom  T^nesNew^apereorcompartea  1 — 1 
which  may  be  of  Interest  I _ I 
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Shadow  of  drugs  case  about  to  lift  from  troubled  runner 

Modahl  ready  to  face  the  world 


Andrew  Longmore  on 
the  rehabilitation 
of  an  athlete  with 
Georgia  on  her  mind 


Friends  ringing  the 
Modahl  household  over 
the  past  ten  days  have 
been  greeted  by  an  unfamiliar 
sound.  “Hello,  this  is  Diane 
Modahl . . says  the  voice  on 
the  answerphone.  They  might 
even  have  been  intercepted  by 
the  lady  in  person. 

Talking  to  a  machine  might 
not  seem  conclusive  proof  of 
Modahl 's  return  to  society,  hit 
enough  of  the  callers  have 
responded  with  the  words: 
“Hey,  Diane,  it’s  good  to  hear 
your  voice  again”  to  highlight 
the  significance  of  the  deed. 
When  she  arrived  back  from 
the  Commonwealth  Games  in 
1994.  not  as  the  800  metres 
champion  bur  branded  a  com¬ 
mon  drug  cheat,  Modahl  shut 
herself  away  from  family  and 
friends.  She  did  not  answer 
the  phone  for  18  months. 

Now.  Modahl  is  not  only 
talking  to  the  world  again,  she 
is  also  thinking  of  competing 
against  rt  once  more,  which 
could  prove  the  hardest  task  of 
all  Last  weekend  she  won  the 
national  team  cross-counuy 
championship  with  Sale  Har¬ 
riers.  Today,  she  flies  out  to 
Albuquerque.  New  Mexico,  to 
continue  the  long  process  of 
mental  and  physical  rehabili¬ 
tation  at  a  training  camp  run 
by  her  Norwegian-born  hus¬ 
band.  Vicente. 

By  Monday  morning,  if  a 
meeting  of  the  arbitration 
panel  of  the  International  Am¬ 
ateur  Athletic  Federation  this 
weekend  has  confirmed  her 
innocence,  as  is  widely  expecr- 
ed.  the  long  fight  wul  effect¬ 
ively  be  over.  “Ill  believe  it 
when  I  hear  it,"  Modahl  said 
with  understandable  force. 
Only  a  few  scores  would  then 
be  left  unsettled  with  the 
British  Athletic  Federation 
(BAF).  which  banned  her  from 
athletics  for  four  years  after  a 
positive  drugs  test  in  Portugal 
in  the  summer  of  1994.  then 
overturned  the  ban,  cm  appeal, 
six  months  later. 

Modahl  is  suing  the  BAF  for 
£480.000.  but  the  cost  of 
almost  two  lost  years  cannot 
be  expressed  in  figures,  what¬ 
ever  the  "for  sale"  sign  outside 
her  house  might  suggest 
Sitting  in  her  living  room. 


Family  comforts  —  husband  Vicente  and  daughter  Imam  —  have  helped  Modahl.  Photograph:  Barry  Greenwood 


her  husband’s  arm  stretched 
protectively  round  her  as  it  has 
been,  spiritually,  throughout 
her  difficulties.  Modahl  re¬ 
called  her  first  race  back,  in 
the  unlikely  setting  of  Derby 
County  Football  Club’s 
ground,  on  a  wet  and  miser¬ 
able  Valentine’s  Day. 

“Even  down  to  the  last 
minute,  I  was  looking  for  a 
way  out  because  I  still  hadn’t 
decided  whether  I  wanted  to 
race  again.  There  was  no  one 
around.  Then,  about  45  min¬ 
utes  before  the  start,  a  few 
people  began  to  arrive,  the 
markers  went  up  and  I 
thought:  ‘Right  then.  I’d  better 
warm  up.’  ”  She  won  the  race 
and  for  the  first  time  began  to 
look  forward  instead  of  back. 

Whether  that  will  mark  the 
first  step  on  the  road  to  full 
Olympic  competition  is  not 
quite  so  clear.  Modahl  will  not 
commit  herself,  other  than  to 
say  it  is  in  the  back  of  her 


mind.  “I’ve  gone  through  a  lot 
of  different  stages,”  she  said. 
“Initially  1  was  confused,  be¬ 
mused  and  hurt  and  I  just  cut 
off  from  everyone.  I  was 
introverted  and  distant  de¬ 
pressed,  hysterical.  1  had  lost 
my  belief  in  human  nature." 

She  felt  surrounded  by 
reminders  of  the  case.  “  1 
could  see  my  running 
spikes,  see  my  medals  hung 
up  on  the  walls  and  Vicente  on 
the  phone  constantly  to  the 
lawyers.  It  was  like  being  a 
prisoner,  but  voluntarily.  I 
didn't  really  want  to  go  out 
because  people  would  shout  at 
me:  ‘Hey,  Diane,  keep  going, 
we’re  right  behind  you/  and 
even  though  they  meant  well, 
it  brought  everything  back. 

“Then,  as  the  light  started  to 
shine  more  brightly.  I  began  to 
be  more  confident  again.  I  was 
beginning  to  talk  more  to  my 
family  and  friends  and  to  be 


more  positive.  But  I  was  still 
asking  myself:  ‘Do  I  really 
want  to  go  back  to  a  sport 
that’s  done  this  to  me?*  I  once 
regarded  athletics  as  fun,  easy, 
enjoyable,  motivating.  It  is  a 
big  step  trying  to  recover  that 
magic,  because  that’s  what 
has  been  taken  away  from 
me.”  At  times  she  talks  in  the 
third  person,  as  if  Diane 
Modahl  was  really  someone 
else  altogether. 

in  a  sense  she  was.  In  the 
darkest  hours,  Vicente  had  to 
watch  his  wife’s  every  move. 
Once,  he  found  her  brandish¬ 
ing  a  two-foot  long  Norwegian 
hunting  knife,  a  present  from 
his  mother.  At  one  stage,  she 
stopped  running.  "When  I  first 
got  back  from  Canada.  I  just 
ran  and  ran,  to  release  the 
anger.  I  suppose.  But  as  the 
case  went  on,  I  found  it  harder 
and  harder.  I  would  go  out 
and  do  100  metres,  200  metres 
and  have  to  come  home." 


By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 
The  declarer  (Howard  Cohen)  confessed  to  erring  on  this  hand. 


Dealer  Sooth 


4  K  5 

409865 
•  J978 
+  109 


Love  all 


Robber  Bridge 


Contract:  Six  Spades  by  South  Lead:  ten  of  dubs 


North  opened  Two  Clubs  and 
over  South’s  Two  Diamond 
response  rebid  2NT.  showing 
a  balanced  23-24  points.  South 
bid  Three  Spades  and  jumped 
to  Six  Spades  over  North’S 
raise  to  Four  Spades.  That  was 
a  complete  gamble,  and  I 
think  It  is  against  the  odds.  If 
North  has  a  highly  suitable 
hand  for  play  in  spades  he  will 
not  just  raise  Three  Spades  to 
Four  Spades  —  he  will  make 
what  is  known  as  an  'advance 
cue-bid’.  Change  North’s 
spade  holding  to  K32  and  he 
would  have  bid  Four  Clubs 
over  Three  Spades,  showing  a 
maximum  raise  to  Four 
Spades  with  dub  control. 

South  won  the  dub  with  the 
ace,  and  played  a  spade  to  the 
ace.  When  that  didn't  drop  the 
king,  he  continued  with  a 
heart  to  the  jade  All  followed 
on  three  rounds  of  diamonds 
and  two  more  rounds  of 
hearts.  South  disposing  of  his 
five  losing  dubs  in  the  process. 
Although  it  was  safe  for  West 
to  discard  his  queen  of  hearts 
under  the  ace  or  king,  he  held 
on  to  it.  How  do  you  think  the 
declarer  should  continue? 

South  knew  that  West  was 
not  ovenuffing  the  hearts,  so 


he  led  a  heart  from  the  table, 
with  the  idea  of  ruffing  and 
leading  towards  the  queen  of 
spades.  This  catered  for  West 
having  started  with  KJx  of 
spades.  However  East  was 
able  to  ruff  the  fourth  heart 
with  the  jack  of  spades,  and 
the  contract  went  down. 

At  the  point  where  the 
dedarer  had  to  come  off 
dummy,  the  defence  had  two 
hearts  left,  three  diamonds 
and  three  dubs.  Hence,  as 
Cohen  pointed  out  later,  the 
defence  are  less  likely  to  get  a 
damaging  ruff  if  dedarer 
plays  either  a  diamond  or  a 
dub  —  Had  the  dedarer  done 
that  he  would  have  made  his 
unsound  contract. 

□  For  details  cf  The  Times 
Midland  Private  Banking 
National  Bridge  challenge, 
contact  the  event  organisers 
on  0181-942  9506  or  write  to: 
Britannic  Building,  Beverley 
Way,  New  Malden.  Surrey, 
KT3  4PH  or  fax  to:  0181-942 
9569 

D  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


Ylk>R1^WAtCHkN& 


By  Philip  Howard 


ZEITGEIST 

a.  A  chess  impasse 
b-  A  treasure  hunt 
c.  Spirit  of  the  age 

FLAGITIOUS 

a.  Wicked 

b.  Importunate 
c  Prevaricating 


CALEFACIENT 

a.  Facing  both  ways 

b.  Cutting  s  path 

c.  Warming 
SPHRAGISTTCS 

a.  The  study  of  seals 

b.  Explosive  sdence 

c.  Body-building  exercises 

Answers  on  page  46 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 

Saddam’s  gambit 

Kirsan  Ilumzinov.  controver¬ 
sial  President  of  Fide,  the 
world  chess  federation,  con¬ 
firmed  this  week  that  the  Fide 
world  championship  match 
between  Anatoly  Karpov  (Rus¬ 
sia)  and  Gata  Kamsky  (US) 
would  be  going  ahead  in 
Baghdad,  in  spite  of  protests 
from  the  world  dress 
community. 

Qumrinov  said:  "Saddam 
Hussein  will  make  the  first 
move  in  the  Hotel  El  Rashid  in 
Baghdad.  He  wflj  be  wearing 
civilian  clothes  not  military 
uniform.  Israel  and  Iceland 
have  threatened  to  leave  Fide 
if  the  match  goes  ahead  in 
Baghdad  but  I  don't  take  their 
threats  seriously.  A  French 
newspaper  has  also  written 
that  Fide  is  selling  its  soul  for 
$2  million,  but  such  negative 
comments  also  help  to  create 
publicity  for  the  match. 

“I  have  contacted  UN  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  Boutros 
Boutros  Ghali  to  enquire 
whether  playing  chess  can  be 
forbidden  anywhere,  in 
Europe,  the  Middle  East  or 
the  Antarctic?  Iraq  has  been 
invited  to  the  Olympic  Games 
in  Atlanta  and  there  will  be  a 
qualifying  leg  of  the  football 
World  Cup  in  Baghdad  in 
May.  If  football  is  allowed, 
why  not  chess?" 

Times  chess  book 

Improve  your  game  with  Ray 
Keene's  book.  The  Times  Win¬ 
ning  Chess,  published  by 
Batsford  at  £9.99  (credit  card 
orders  01376  327901), 

Short  beats  machine 

Nigel  Short  has  won  a  con¬ 
vincing  2-0  victory  against  the 
world  micro-computer  cham¬ 


pion.  Here  is  the  first  game  of 
the  match. 

White:  Nigel  Short 
Black:  M Chess  Pro 
Guayaquil,  February  1995 

Torre  Attack 

1  cU  Nf6 

2  c3  e6 

3  Bg5  cS 

4  e3  b6 

5  Nd2  d5 

6  8d3  Be7 

7  14  0-0 

8  NgJ3  Ba6 

9  Bxa6  Nxa6 

10  00  Nc7 

11  Ne5  Odfi 

12  013  RfeS 

13  Rael  RacB 

14  Khl  afi 

15  g4  Rb8 

16  Bxf6 

17  g5  8e7 

IS  Qh5  g6 

19  Qh6  BJ8 

20  Qh4  Re7 

21  flI3  cx 04 

22  exd4  Rc8 

23  Rh3  Bg7 

Stack  resigns 


Diagram  of  final  position 


d  •  i  g  h 


After  24  Qxh7+  Kf8  25  Ng4. 
Black’s  position  swiftly 
collapses. 

□  Raymond  Keene  wrftes  on 
chess  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  the  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Raymond  Keene 


While  to  play. This  position  is  from 
the  game  Giles  -  Browne,  Boston 
I98S.  The  Mads  king  is  defended  by 
many  pieces  but  these  units  are 
also  depriving  him  of  breathing 
space.  How  d3  White  complete  the 
suffocation  with  an  attractive  tac¬ 
tical  sequence? 


Solution,  page  46 


The  birth  of  her  daughter. 
Imani,  (the  name  is  Swahili 
for  “hope")  six  months  ago  has 
brought  some  sense  of  per¬ 
spective  without  stilling  the 
anger.  Athletics  will  never  be 
her  life  as  once  it  was,  just  a 
part  of  it,  along  with  her  roles 
as  student  (she  completes  her 
final  examinations  in  media 
studies  at  Manchester  Univer¬ 
sity  in  May),  wife,  mother  and 
cause  dlebre.  Atlanta  still 
seems  a  long  way  off. 

"Getting  back  that  feeling  of 
running  fast  and  comfortably. 
That  will  be  the  hardest  thing. 
But  Hd  like  to  see  how  far  I  can 
go,  channel  all  the  negative 
energy  of  the  last  18  months  on 
to  the  track  and  push  myself  to 
the  limits,  not  because  I  am 
desperate  to  make  the  Olym¬ 
pic  team,  but  just  to  see  what 
Diane  Modahl  can  do.”  At  the 
age  of  29.  it  is  not  too  late.  The 
spirit  of  the  athlete  might  yet 
prove  to  be  her  salvation. 


Exeter 

Goln(£  good  to  soft 

2.10  (2m  21  tvfe)  t.  ALLAHRAKHA  (R 
Dunvwody.  4-1);  2,  Urban  LBy  ft 
Dascomba.  25-1);  3.  High  Port  fS 
Bwrouoh.  12-1).  ALSO  RAM  10-11  to* 
Touts  Bagafle.  11  Mofiend  Moor  («h).  M 
I.  16  Debos,  25  Fortunes  Hose 
tg  Time  (5jh),  LaMjustor.  Pacifc 
i.  40  Time  To  Move.  50  Varfcrd 
Model,  66  Seasons  (pu),  Stay  Happy, 
VaHey*  Choice.  100  Dually.  17  ran  NR- 
Kreef.  41.  nk.  a.  51.  151  Mre  J  Rater  <4 
Exeter.  Tote;  £460;  £1.40.  £4.20.  £2  10. 
DP  £5330  Tno:  £45.70  CSP  £94  13.  No 
bid 

2.40  {2m  711 10yd  chi  1 .  TITAN  EMPRESS 
(C  Maude.  25-1);  2.  Puncheon  Gale  (G 
TormBy,  9-2):  3.  Smimg  Chief  (R 


SPORTS  LETTERS 


England  in  need  of  new  cricketing  structure 


From  Mr  S.  J.  B.  Langdaie 

Sir,  For  something  like  half  a 
century  England's  Test  match 
record  has  been  disappointing 
overall,  with  more  matches 
lost  than  won  against  the 
major  Test  match-playing 
countries  since  1950. 

One  thing  that  is  different 
about  cricket  in  England  is  the 
structure  of  the  first-class 
game,  whereby  only  those 
who  are  willing  to  play  cricket 
full-time  become  eligible  for 
English  teams.  This  means 
effectively  that  these  teams 
have  to  be  chosen  from  the 
relatively  small  pool  of  18 
county  staffs. 

In  other  Test  match  covin- 
tries  people  who  have  not  had 
to  stake  their  all  on  making  a 
living  from  county  cricket  and 
who  play  high-grade  club 
cricket  much  of  the  time  are 
eligible  to  graduate  to  state  or 
provincial  sides  and  then  to 
Test  cricket  when  good 
enough.  Even  though  the  pop¬ 
ulations  of  most  of  these 


countries  are  very  much 
smaller  than  that  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  they  are  able  effect¬ 
ively  to  choose  their  teams 
from  a  wider  pool. 

It  is  arguable  whether  Test 
and  county  cricket  is  more 
important  but  since  the  coun¬ 
ties  could  noi  maintain  their 
present  programmes  without 
revenue  from  Test  matches, 
there  is  a  strong  case  for 
scrapping  full-time  profes¬ 
sional  cricket  in  England  and 
replacing  it  with  the  sort  of 
limited  provincial  or  state 
competitions  that  exist  else¬ 
where  with  rather  more  suc¬ 
cess  than  can  be  claimed  for 
he  products  of  the  largely 
unwatched  English  county 
four-day  game. 

Yours  faithfully. 

S.J.B.  LANGDALE, 

Park  House.  Culworth, 
Banbury,  Oxfordshire. 

From  the  Reverend  Barry 
Browning 

Sir,  I  wonder  how  long  it  will 
be  before  those  in  authority 


within  our  national  summer 
sport  a  a  on  die  realisation 
hat  our  lop  cricketers  play  far 
too  much 

When  we  saw  them  play  in 
South  Africa  and  then  the 
World  Cup,  they  just  looked 
stale.  I  understand  that  the 
South  African  cricketing  au¬ 
thorities  have  insisted  that,  if 
Shaun  Pollock  is  to  join  War¬ 
wickshire,  there  must  be  a 
clause  in  his  contract  limiting 
the  amount  of  cricket  he  is 
allowed  to  play.  It  is  obvious 
that  overseas  authorities  real¬ 
ise  our  top  players  play  too 
much. 

It  would  be  very  interesting 
to  look  at  the  number  of  days’ 


com 


English  cricketers  play  in  a 
year  and  compare  this  with 
the  top  cricketers  from  the 
other  leading  cricketing 
countries. 

Yours  sincerely, 

BARRY  BROWNING. 

The  Rectory.  Roche, 

St  Austell,  Cornwall. 


One-day  superior 

From  MrN.J.  D.  Baptiste 

Sir,  In  cricket,  rugby  and 
football  England  have  now 
achieved  the  dismal  distinc¬ 
tion  of  demonstrating  flair- 
free  playing  styles  around  ten 
years  behind  their  lead  ing 
international  opponents.  Our 
cricket  has  seen  the  most 
spectacular  decline. 

I  would  entirely  agree  with 
John  Bryant  (Bryant's  Eye. 
March  I4J  that  limited-overs 
one-day  cricket  must  inevita¬ 
bly  overtake  Test  cricket  in 
popularity,  if  only  for  practi¬ 
cal,  commercial  and  economic 
considerations.  Who  these 
days  wants  to  pay  £30-odd  10 
watch  one  day  of  a  five-day 
Test  match  which  may  well 
end  in  a  draw.  when,  for  much 
the  same  amount,  he  can  see  a 
complete  international  game 
with  a  guaranteed  win/lose 
result? 

In  my  experience  the  detrac¬ 
tors  of  the  one-day  game  are 
almost  in  every  case  those  who 
have  never  actually  played  it 
Having  played  both  types  of 
game  myself.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  limited-overs  version 
is  the  more  demanding 
because  there  is  no  draw  to 
hide  behind  if  things  go  badly. 
It  is  also  superior  because  ’it 
places  equal  importance  an 
batting,  bowling  and  fielding. 

My  ideal  format  would  be  a 
compromise:  a  two-day,  100- 
overs-each  game  under  nor¬ 
mal  rules,  with  no  limitation 


Dunwoody,  4-1  to)  ALSO  RAN:  5  Maestro 
Pain  fl).  11-2  Mefcon  Pride  ipoV  8  Dusky 
Ftaer  (5th),  10  Seasamacamte.  11  Step 
Parioona  (4ih).  14  Chelsea  Native.  Master 
Ryon  6).  20  Just  One  Canateto  (Oh).  25 
Oerrymoss  ft).  33  Dunkery  Beaoon  {pu)  13 
tan.  W.  141.  71  12.  Vi\  S  Mefcx  at 
Swindon  Tote.  £32.60:  £430.  £2.00. 
£3.00  DF:  C5B  IQ.  Trio  not  won  (pool  ol 
£31 6  04  carried  forward  to  2.05  at  Don¬ 
caster  today)  CSF:  £132.40.  Tricast: 
£52072 

3.10  (3m  21  tab)  t.  COOL  CLOWN  (D 
Bndgwate-.  Il-ll;  2.  How  (P  Holley.  7-1). 
3.  Royal  IR  ttrwoody.  7-2).  ALSO 
RAN-  9-4  taw  Osmkbe.  13-2  Top  Javaiki 
(pul,  11  Jadkte  (6th).  14  The  Boler  White 
Wul.  WreeJJess  Man  {56)1.  20  Staunch 
Bivral.  66  I’m  Toby  fMh)  10  ran.  Nk.  231. 101. 
121, 13.  M  Pipe  a  Weington.  Tote:  £12.90: 


on  bowlers’  overs  or  field- 
plarings  and  played  in  whites 
for  the  purists.  But  what  a  pity 
that  both  the  England  chair¬ 
man  and  our  captain  had  to 
disparage  one-day  cricket  in 
order  to  try  to  excuse  En¬ 
gland’s  inept  performance. 
Yours  faithfully, 

N.J.  D.  BAPTISTE. 

23  Gladwyn  Road. 

Putney,  SW15. 

From  Dr  Valerie  Goldberg 
Sir,  I  take  John  Bryant’s  point 
that  one-day  cricket  is  a  valid 
sport  in  its  own  right,  but 
while  1  accept  that  the  30- 
metre  ring  for  field  placing 
may  be  necessary  to  prevent 
defensive  play,  l  cannot  agree 
with  him  about  the  field 
placing  regulations  in  the  first 
15  overs. 

For  me,  beautiful  strokes 
played  against  bowlers  re¬ 
stricted  in  this  way  are  about 
as  meaningful  as  beautiful 
strokes  played  in  the  nets.  In 
the  past,  with  the  possible 
exceptions  of  the  leg-side  field¬ 
ers  rule  and  the  restrictions  on 
bouncers,  the  laws  of  cricket 
relating  to  the  game  as  played 
on  the  field  have  only  been 
altered  in  attempts  to  preserve 
the  balance  between  bat  and 
ball. 

Yours  faithfully. 

VALERIE  GOLDBERG. 

6  Hollycroft  Avenue. 
Wembley.  Middlesex. 


Shades  of  blue 

From  Mr  Ian  Sheldon 

Sir,  The  difference  between 
Oxford  University  Torpids 
and  Cambridge  University 
Lents,  to  which  Mr  Philip 
Wedmore  referred  (Sports  Let-  P 
ters.  March  8).  arises  from  the 
different  rules  governing  the 
actions  of  crews  after  a  bump 
has  occurred. 

In  Lents  the  race  is  over  for 
both  crews,  whose  positions 
are  reversed  on  the  next  day. 

So.  for  each  crew  moving  up, 
one  must  move  down. 

In  Torpids,  however,  only 
the  crew  that  has  recorded  a 
bump  drops  out.  while  the 
crew  that  has  been  bumped 
must  continue  rowing.  This 
leads  to  the  possibility  of  one 
crew  being  bumped  by  many 
others  on  the  same  day,  hence 
the  imbalance  between  risers 
and  fallers.  In  practice,  a  drop 
of  more  than  two  places  is 
usually  the  result  of  crashing 
into  the  bank! 

As  for  which  system  is  better 
for  undergraduates'  moral  at¬ 
titudes.  one  would  hope  that 
performance  on  the  sports 
field  has  no  bearing  on  the 
behaviour  off  iL  Some  football 
“fans”  might  take  note. 

Yours  faithfully, 

IAN  SHELDON. 

University  College,  . 

Oxford.  l 


Sports  Letters  may  be  sent  by  fax  to  0171-782  5211. 
TToey  must  include  a  daytime  telephone  number. 


E3.Cn.  £1.70.  £1.60.  DF:  £3340.  Trio- 
£40.30.  CSF:  £77.19  Tricasr,  £29629 
X40  (2m  21  eft)  1.  GALES  CAVALIER  (fl 
Ouwwody,  54  to);  2.  Super  Tactics  (Mr 
P  Hanley.  5-2):  3.  Northern  Saddler  (J  F 
toy.  3-1).  ALSO  RAN:  9  Bold  Choice 
16  BBy  Sathgete  (pu).  5  ran.  41. 1H, 
Gcndolto  alWar%jo.  Tole;  £2.00. 
£1.40.  £1  JO  DF:  E3  50.  CSF;  £4  81. 
Ptacepcte  £33J&  Quadpot  £2.70. 
□  Remainder  of  meeting  abandoned 
because  of  poor  voftsIKy. 

Towcester 

Going:  good  to  soft 

220  £2m  hdte)  1.  ZAM1RAH  (Mr  D 
Dnrtwatef.  2-1);  Z  Forcing  Two  (Mr  M 
RtmeraJd.  6-1);  3,  Rosie  (Mr  N  Kern.  33-1). 
ALSO  RAN:  74  lav  Bold  Puraurt  (4(h).  8  Ean 


Mot  (5tti),  12  Alto  Pnncess.  14  Toskeno,  25 
Staonrie  ipu).  33  Southern  Ridge  (6»h). 
Tmal  (ro).  lOran  Shhd,  211.  ffl.  1  Ml.  131.  N 
Turtston-Oavtes  aJ  Cheltenham  Tote:  £2  90. 
£1.40.  £360.  E5.50.  DF  £24  60  Tno: 
£08-00.  CSF  £1752  No  bid 
250  Cm  1  lOydch)  1 .  MY  WIZARD  (P  Hde. 
3-1);  2.  Artfc  Wlnge  (M  Brennan,  9-4  lav);  3, 
Another  Vendee  (P  Carbeny.  5-1)  ALSO 
RAN-  7-2  Martha  s  Daughter  (l).  *2  Bold 
Dolphin  (J)  5  ran.  NR-  Sfczfina  Alls*  *1, 31. 
J  GKtorri  at  Rndon.  Tote:  £380.  £1 60. 
£1.50.  DF:  £3  50  CSF:  EB.01 
320  ®n  5 1  hdte)  1.  SELATAN  (D  Fora.  7-2 
taw):  2,  Scrubs  (L  Wyar.  9-21.  3.  Don  Du 
Cadran  (A  Thornton,  11-2).  ALSO  RAN.  5 
Marne  Sooery  (4th),  9  Plnecone  Peer,  11 

(pu).  12Mck“  -  - 


Knoto  (pu) 


The  BeaMbBi).  14  Mr 


THUNDERER 
2.15  Secret  Spring.  2.15  Trying  Again.  3.15 
Beaurepaire.  3.45  Cavina.  4.20  SfiB  In  Business. 
4.50  Hawaiian  Sam.  5.20  Dasharrtl 

Our  Newmarket  Correspondent  3.50  Cavina. 

Carl  Evans:  4.20  Oaldands  Word. 


GOING:  GOOD 


SIS 


2-15  BRTBSH  REID  SPORTS  SOCIETY  MAIDEN 
HURDLE  (£3.020: 2m)  (18  runners) 


DO  BLUSTERY  MY  20  flAher  6-11-2 .  AThonton 

0  CMOMNO-S LA0 14 RAJntr 5-11-Z ...  Ur P Hetey (5) 

302  FABULOUS  MTOTD  14  M  Srota  6-11-2 _ pl&g 

1J-P  FONTAWEHOUOE  96  (G)  G  Bjtftag  6.11-2.  A  P  McCoy 

4  HEADAWD 68 JGmanf 5-11-2.  _ _ P«S  ' 

02  MLLSSFORO 22 N Gadea 5-11-2 . Cl 

WO  NUPDQttN  EXPRESS  115  N  Dance  6-11-2  .. 


'  BI 

Uwdhn  - 
D  Lrany  - 


— ■  BWwonp) 

- Rfmrt 

- J  Froa 

.  .  OBMOwaar 
MJAfes 


66  PBIROSE  LAD  22  DMdwIsm  6-11-2 

QlSO  50UJBW  128  A  Forts  6-11-2. _ 

06  STEER  PONT  128  R  Fieri  5-11-2  . 

AM  SIMM  F0WT20BH  Han  8-11-2  . . 

«*  UTILE  SAL  20  RNm  6-10-11 _ 

0  DAZZLES  114  U  Campon  4-TM _ _ J  Raton 

WOAJJAJ162fMKlBww4-lM  -  Lltewy  - 

»  -  -  RDamwoDy  - 

0  SnSFFOLNO  14  A  Barter  4-10-8 . . .  5  Bniuu/r  — 

0  CAL&AfiY  SRL  15  P  Rtdm  4-10-3-  ..  __  ..  A  Tiy  - 

P  WG5VM5 10 iWAas  4-10-3 _ SCorteiP)  - 

2-1  Hmtrtnd.  7-2  Ftoutae  Mttr.  7-t  Fafeneoun,  10-1  Pmosc  utl  Secret 
Spmg  12-1  Cantor's  lad.  U-1  oOm 


2.45  PREMIBl  LIVESTOCK  NOVICES  CHASE 

(£3,734: 2m  51)  (12) 

1  2US  355G«AM 9 IWlDGaododo 8-12-3. _ RDurwoody  £9 

2  SJ2  CtfWVfflAY  14  (BF^4nng  7-11-3 . .  ..T5B!  g 

t  J*i  -  ■  Attain  t» 

4  -taj  0URWZ2ER  13®  J  iMfas  7-11-3..  _ _ SCrer*  78 

5  05  RMS  GALA  22  R  Hodpes  6-11-3 . TItenrS  £ 

»  MUSC 10  (BJlPMdidh  7-11-3  .  APUcCoy  76 

[  OW  ]< ifo Haba 6-11-3 . ATery  - 

®  WA«SBffl.S)U Pipe 5-11-1  - . OftMKa ET88 

^  tYHCAL  SEAL  3T  (B)  p  pencil  pec  HQ.13..  .  P  Holey  - 

18  Rftwe*  7-10-12..  _  ..  e  Fatten  - 
U  .£££  14  N  Hunan  12-10-12..  R  Facet  58 

12  POPP  RAMCHECK 14  M  G*npm  5-104 ... _ J  FUfen  - 

ii.1!!!1?  Sftfr1,  W  CApenteay.  8-1  Sneeme  Musk.  12-1  Rite 

6»b.  2&-1  Jtt  Frt4  MM  Weasar,  25-1  Mm 


3.15  STEWART  TOBY  MEMORIAL  TROPHY  CHASE 

(Handicap:  amateurs  £4,198: 3m  11)  (9) 

1  *4F  SYWERSOROUn  LAO  21  IC0.BF/.GJ  S  Pfc  1B-I2-0 

\  H®  LOOEE5JG,S1  CSswS 9-117....  ABMlngl 

j  S 2  ®|U®»AKlB(64RtoHB-ll-2... _ C  Barer  | 

5  SW  fc5BnRU8 105  (9  Pffeh*  5-10-12 . jCUtefr 

6  45P  Rill  W  WE  56  «)*B*r MW _ uTnqa 

l  WfiBWTHW  16 (tLS) C 15-11W.  MrEJenesi 

9  »S  LU0»WPlU17(F&q#BMte.1MM  .. 

2-1  Bt*retos.  4-1  fto  Progress,  9-2  SfilBtwart  1^.  6-1  Deal  Run^  B-l 

MUtor  Lnfp.  Fofl  «  fire,  12-1  Mm. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAUER&  0  Shanaa  10  etaoHs  hwi  30  laren,  nJh  M  Pm. 
35  tarn  131 263*.  R  Nob.  11  Iramfil,  17  DOmWto.  6  from 
35, 171%.  J&fiorf.  IS  tent  90. 16.7%,  A  Tarafl,  B  ran  48. 1&7t 
JOCKEYS:  C  UenUtn.  it  mtaxn  ton  69  ridn.  15.9V  t 
Oaseombi,  4  ton  29.  118V  A  P  McCoy.  6  tan  44,  i3fi\  W 
Mmiefl,  S  ton  37. 115%.  fi  Fatal  6  tore  4B.  125V 


3-50  STHlffT  A  PARKS!  HARES  ONLY  NOVICES 
HURDLE  (£2,495: 2m  61)  (18) 

1  1223  CAWiA  66  (COSfff)  H  Gohm  6-1 1-8 _ LWjw  @ 

2  0  BNQMTS NANIY 14 R Aker 6-11-2 _  AThoreS™ 

3  0000  Q0MTA 6LAK9EY 8 G BakBng 6-11-2  _ APMcCor  - 

4  P  DUCKLNG 126 C Mtctefl 6-11-2 . SagtoWcMira  - 

OM  EMI5TYM0N  IS  J  LUUns  5-1 1-2  __  jT S  Cam  5  - 

-300  Ga®aWST33McPDrtWd5-11-?_ . . PHoky  - 

^  0 88 
04P  GRTOiACRES  R0S£  6  (B)  6  Han  6-17-2  ...  S  Breroute  - 

IH13  HONEVBED WOOD  101  BmaS-114 _ WAB rnenm  78 

- RW«a»B  - 

00  LADY  NESS  21  JTurt  5-11-2 _ RBeSnrr  B6 

POO  MSS N0RVMIT 14 N Thonean 6-11-2 _ RFaraJ  " 

130  IXY  OLD  CKMATOff)  A  Fns&r  7-11-2 . .  ClXvJm  - 

WJ  fTOOR'S COHNER 97 R Hntesr 5-1 1 -2 . .  euK  - 

-  _  TOUANtt  LADY  K  Btshop  7-11-2 _  Aim  - 

'5  '7  B  BroSwwr  5-11-2 _ j  Ontane  B5 

17  OOP  W»TW  TEMPO  59  P  Far*  7-11-2.  ..  .  - 

18  6560  YOUNG  TESS  24  N  Bates  6-11-2 _ _  DlS*Sp[  83 

10-'  t-iw.  12-1  Genre 

Wsl.  14-1  Yotrg  Test  Mjr  Qd  Chna  16-1  alters 


4.20  MARYLAND  FAIWS  NOVICES  HlftiTERS  CHASE 

(Amateurs:  £1.194: 2m  51  (15) 


1-23  STttl  W  BU5MSS 14  (D3FJ.G.S)  R  Beta  8-124 

IS  20 f?-5) J Bc-m 8-12-0^ P [| 

‘  "  78 

63 


*4  <F.G)  its  IRibWH  11-12^7  RLiteta 

IB  fM)  J  “  ■” 


MbsAGosden 
A 


4320  GREAT  UNCLE  10  pM)  JOtaxt  8-12-0 

NW*  WYE  BUSTBi  T6  A  Sted  11-12-0 _ 

V3U  MHFS 1HB8WE  IBP  fflFJAa  I  Btefcw  r.ii ji  £  iuiE 
-54P  WnA«nHBWCI6(^R1^8-” 

WWAWSWRO  EftodB  M2-0..777  J 
a-*  tme  song  jsp  csi  ifc  v  StedeB  v  1-11-4 

s  !awr*;tsMa!^«sas‘J = 


4.50  QUANTOCr  KAMSICAP  HURDLf  (£2,952’ 2n)  (8) 

s  b  I 

8  3430  CRACWNGPfffirffilita5:iM:..DCtoS  I 
M  Srtttt  4-1  SgStort,  5-1  Jtofes.  Utatfc,  6-1  Ftata,.  HwtaoL. 


MBWOStawodMU  .  .... 

S^A  WVA0A  P  ffctah  5-11-6:.^"'  " 

3  WAWttRHJRPlAYfflSZBPhittsMH  APtoS 

WaSH  LOOT  S  3«o«!  S-1lTZ._.  '  S  3 

2  sBff.rsp„M“  —  hiSS 

gaaHgga.— — "B9 

MUSIDNE  6  Wife  4-10-12  ..  "  "i-S 

«5JK^QSTBfY  C  4-UL12rSflita  MkK  I 

WmyORm gnywar 4-1Q-12 - ..  Cta^M  _ 

ARCTIC  WBnWCRSmwn  4.10-7 _ X  Dempsey  m  _ 

^  °n,a!a- 1<W  ^ 

fi 


tw.  2»l.  3»1.  11*1.  SI  D  Gandofto  ai 
Wantage  Tote:  £3.70;  £1 20,  £2.80.  £t  50 
DF:  £7  70  Trio:  0640.  CSF  £20.52. 
Tncast  £842' 


11-2J  ALSO  RAN*  5-2  lav  Lance  Armstrong 
ratri.  7-2  Florida  Sky.  A  Steeple  Jack  (4lh). 
20Q*aGneuiaflfi  (Sh).  7  ran.  Nk,  1 5*1. 1  !*f. 
41.  6L  Mrs  I  Mcrue  a  TwytonJ.  Tole.  £4  70. 
£2i0.  £1020  DF:  £90.70.  CSR  £42  56 
420  (2m  61  ch)  t,  CALL  HOME  (Mr  T  HBta. 
1 1-4);  2.  Toaptanter  (Mr  B  Pblock,  2-7  lav): 
3.  Vulcan  Star  ft*  T  Byme.  16-1)  ALSO 
RAN.  50  Abba  Lad  (5tn),  Antrim  Comiv 
(40J-  5  ran.  W,  d«L  01.  del  Miss  S  Edwards 
£PUboto<A)^  Tote-  £3 80;  £6 10.  £1.00 
DF:  £1.90  CSF:C4.00 
4-50  (2m  51  hdte]  I.  INJECT ABOCK  (A 


»Kl 

r  (Pu)- 


(6lh).  4  Mystic  Isle.  8  Gnaw  Isle  (4lh).  14 
Mauractos. »  Deep  Fair,  25  Sherc  Delgtn 
(5th).  33  Cnntry  Town,  ftnola  { 

Jr  Accuse.  Ke>  Tak  Mac  (pu).  50  Imaloft  I 
See  Mote  Ghost  ipu),  Spartan  Flyar  1  ... 
18  ran.  NR.  AsA  Me  Kndiy.  Pufftrade  71. 
I WL  51.  51  1  !*|.  k  Baiey  ar  Upper 
bjmboum.  Tote:  £3  50.  £1  50.  C3 10.  £1.70 
DF:  £17 10  Trio  £2420  CSF  £2968. 

V2Q  (2mhi3te\  1.  S1LVEROALE  FCOC  (M  A 
Fftrowald.  9-1):  2.  Colorful  AmbMon  U 
Aalton.  &-11.  3.  PBrah  (L  Wyer.  B-11.  ALSO 
RAN:  3- 1  tw  Ctnkjrery s  Chuce,  7  Dngfaar 
15-2  BratscNtom  Bard  (4th).  Lyprartfs 
Fable  8  Be  Brat®.  14  Sunkala  State 
ftju).  16  Laghsm  Lad  (5m).  Pwisian  iD.  33 
(pu).  S«Tj4y  A  Sequel  (pul.  40 
Absolute  FoBy  50  Slartgw  Flyer.  15  ran. 

^ 13>- Sk Hogo ar 
£*<CX  Man.  Tofr  £1300.-  £4  50.  Cl'90. 
1^0-  DF:  £26  70.  Tno-  £146  70.  CSF: 
S79S8.  Tncast  £571.75. 

Ptaoepot  £55.00.  QuadpoC  £1020. 

Ludlow 

Ootngrgcxxl 

j.  Mlm-LDU-And  (Mr  J 


£950  CSF.  £14.74. 

to);  Z  Btfooi  (7-4):  3.  Soul 
8  ran.  3151,  ia.  Q  Baldna 
W  K  W  E1  81  E1  40  O^SSol 

J  .  Wd  tHuslon  (Mr  Rktard 
Wrta  to):  2  Ross  venture  (33-1);  3. 
gTOHa^enaiUran  15l.dk  Mss  J 

arcE&a* r,4a  °-x-  * 

Sto  (to  hrfcj  ,,  Ho)y  Wanderer  (G 
2.  Daily  Sport  Girl  jl4-i);  3. 
Cqun js*«f 4.1  lav  13 

S'J’iJ  OgW^TolB'  £860:  £260. 

,  °  ,DF‘  Trio.  £235  40 

toTr£^',rCS&E13a-S5  kna,a 

*  ffoptet  (7-1).  3.  othei  Duckett 
gfrll.  Bone  Setter  1^8  («.  a  ran  11*1.  a 

WHS?  MC3F-«»-T« 

vHWra*too  (Mss  S 
Z- Tultm  George  (9-1):  3. 
Rambler  fi3-2).  Pastoral  PrVja  ?■ 

5305  DF'  £%1*80  Tn0' 
earned 

£K»Bi  2X15  *  today).  CSF: 


n  m  k?  Lr"1-  lo®;  ei  10. 
g  80.  £Saj.  OF-  £290  Tno-  E47  90.  CSF: 

ES73.10.  Quadpoc  £2)320. 


U*/ 


[ 
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RACING  43 


Family  trials  encourage  Cook  to  overcome  the  odds 


S^n  years  after  an  hor- 

nfic  fall  at  Doncaster 
Prematurely 
ndmG  career  of  her 
father.  Atmee  Cook  is  hoping 
the  traditional  starring  point 
for  a  new  turf  Flat  seasoncan 
signal  rhe  fulfilment  of 

dr!fPS  IO  break  *e  mould 

and  tecome  a  top  jockey 
As  the  starting  stalls  burst 
open  at  Town  Moor  this 
afternoon.  the  young  rider 
suit  remembers  vividly  the 
moment  in  IQSP  when  her 
heart  sank  as  she  discovered 
how  Paul  Cook  had  suffered 
multiple  injuries  at  Doncaster 
when  Madraro  trod  in  a  deep 
hole  and  fell.  She  remembers 
his  long  banle  to  gain  com¬ 
pensation:  the  demoralising 
effect  on  the  family  and  her 
mother's  desperate  uish  for 
her  not  to  follow  in  his 
footsteps. 

If  anything  the  experience 
has  made  the  21-year-old  even 
more  determined  to  succeed 
in  a  world  where  her  skills 
alone  are  not  sufficient.  If  her 
dreams  are  to  become  reality, 
her  sex  means  she  must  also 
overcome  the  deep  prejudice 


On  the  opening  day  of  the  new  Flat 
season,  Richard  Evans  meets  a 
female  rider  with  high  aspirations 


against  women  which  exists 
on  racing's  workshop  floor. 

“1  never  really  speak  to 
people  about  this  because  they 
will  just  go  'yeah.  yeah’,  but  in 
my  mind  I  would  like  one  day 
to  be  riding  ten  horses  a  day 
mid-summer  when  there  are 
two  meetings;  nice,  class  hors¬ 
es  and  I  would  like  to  ride  in 
group  races.  I  would  love  to  be 
the  first  woman  to  ride  in  the 
Derby,  in  the  Guineas  or  in 
another  classic." 

Articulate,  intelligent,  and 
recently  returned  from  a 
working  holiday  in  the  United 
States,  where  Julie  Krone  has 
shown  what  female  jockeys 
can  achieve,  Cook  was  in  full 
flow  before  harsh  reality 
struck  home.  “I'm  not  sure  a 
woman  has  ridden  in  a  group 
race  in  England." 

The  mountain  to  be  climbed 
is  enormous  and  Cook  knows 
it.  but  the  manner  in  which 


she  has  punched  home  II 
winners  from  only  63  rides 
has  convinced  Lord  Hunting¬ 
don.  to  whose  yard  she  is 
attached,  and  others  the  po¬ 
tential  ability  is  there.  Apart 
from  looking  the  part,  she 
possesses  a  racing  brain. 

"It  is  extremely  hard  to  get 
rides.  Some  people  like  Mark 
Usher  were  very  good  to  me 
last  year,  but  all  tno  often  if 
there  is  a  spare  ride  going 
people's  attitude  is  that  they 
want  a  lad.  The  prejudice  is 
very  much  there,  whereas  in 
the  US  if  you  can  ride  a  horse 
and  show  you  have  the  ability 
and  understanding  that  is  all 
that  matters:  you  are  not 
made  to  feel  unwelcome. 

"I  am  not  a  feminist  and  I 
would  never  try  to  say  1  am  as 
strong  as  a  lad  because  I  am 
not  built  like  a  man.  But  1 
have  ridden  winners  and  if  1 
am  on  a  horse  that  can  do  it.  I 


have  got  every  bit  as  much 
determination  to  get  it  over 
the  line  as  anyone  else  —  and 
there  are  a  lot  more  ways  to  do 
it  other  than  just  pure 
strength. 

"I  cant  bear  the  thought  of 
being  just  someone  else  in 
racing.  I  want  to  be  good.  I 
don't  know  whether  my  abili¬ 
ty  will  be  sufficient,  but  all  I 
want  is  a  chance.  If  you  are 
given  a  chance  and  you  dont 
take  it  or  grab  it,  or  you  are 
mx  good  enough,  that’s  fair 
enough:  youve  had  a  go.  But 
if  you  are  never  given  a 
chance  to  prove  yourself  then 
that  is  rather  sad." 


After  attending  an  all- 
girls'  school  in 
Newbury,  where  she 
obtained  seven  GCSEs.  the 
male-dominated  world  of  rac¬ 
ing  was  something  of  a  cul¬ 
ture  shock.  Now  she  admits  to 
being  far  tougher,  giving  as 
good  as  she  gets.  And  if  there 
is  ever  a  doubt  in  her  mind, 
they  are  soon  dispelled  by  a 
quick  re-read  of  Jutie  Krone's 
biography. 

"I  saw  her  both  limes  1  have 


been  to  the  US  and  she  is  an 
inspiration.  We  rode  work 
together  and  little  things  she 
told  me  were  so  helpful.  She  is 
so  natural  on  a  horse.  Not 
even  Frankie  |  Dettori]  ran 
impress  me  like  she  ran  on  a 
horse.  Trainers  will  put  her 
on  the  toughest  horse  in  their 
barn,  which  noone  else  can 
ride,  and  she  will  ride  it  off  the 
buckle  end  and  after  a  furlong 
it  will  be  like  a  little  lamb  with 
her." 

The  Derby  and  the  other 
classics  may  be  the  long-term 
goal.  This  year,  her  ambitions 
are  to  land  the  necessary  nine 
winners  to  lose  her  71b  claim 
and  to  ride  for  the  Queen.  In 
the  meantime,  she  is  planning 
to  splash  out  several  hundred 
pounds  on  an  Equicuer  (me¬ 
chanical  horse),  which  she 
can  use  at  home  to  hone  her 
technique.  “I  cant  really  aff¬ 
ord  it,  but  1  look  upon  ir  more 
as  an  investment." 

If  the  fates  are  kind,  and 
few  would  begrudge  the  latest 
Cook  jockey  a  slice  of  good 
fortune,  the  dividends  could 
be  considerable  in  the  years 
ahead. 


JUUAM  HERBERT 


WMMk 


Cook  sought  Julie  Krone’s  advice  on  a  recent  working  holiday  in  the  United  States 


DONCASTER 


THUNDERER 

1 .35  Cuango  3.05Nwaamis 

Z05  Sea  God  3  40  Miss  Bigwig 

_  4.10  JACKSON  HILL  (nap) 

2.35  Muchea  4.40  Aerteon  Jane 

Newmarket  Correspondent  3.40  PRINCELY  SOUND  (nap).  4.10  Quality. 
GOING:  GOOD _ DRAW:  5F-1M  STR,  HIGH  NUMBERS  BEST _ SIS 

1 .35  RACING  CHANNEL  APPRENTICE  HANDICAP 

(£3.027: 1m  4f)  (21  runners) 

>01  (5)  324060-  AHTtC  COUflER  138  (BJD/1  (Br£m  PnmoMict  0  Ct&annr  5-TM  0  R  82 

102  1191  2S511VO  IHJCH  SOUGHT  «T8t  75  (O.OS)lTlK  USA  PmslK  Bute  7-9-12  TAsl*y  151  - 
HU  (TO)  142603-  VAUGREMER  142  (DJI  (1  Twtgden)  R  ttomon  4-6-12  ..  .  Dana  OTtefi  (3)  87 

104  (31  142/000-  GOLDEN  ARROW  12J  (D.SMP  Meltonl  I  Baidtog  5-9-1 1 .  C  Santo  (51  - 

IQS  (14)  134353  TAOTAH  GEM  5  (D£)  |A  Grtftel  lita  G  tallrare  5-9-9 _ J  Dates  (5]  80 

IDE  Cl)  340200-  EIGHT  SHARP  12J  (S)  ftha  GcmM  Pin  3)  M  Hanmoid  44-9  LHewtonO)  83 

107  (13)  16044-6  CHATHAM  ISLAND  15  (CDJ.G)  (0  ltoad)  C  Bnttam  8-9-6 _ MHsmy  (31  B0 

IDS  (9)  032132-  EDAM  WIGHTS  149  (D.S1  ft  Mount*!)  S  Oou  444 . A  Daly  (5)  87 

109  (16)  0432220-  ADVANCE  EAST  172  (P  Lada)  Ura  J  tansdai  4-9-4 .  CtUMam  S3 

110  (10)  5-26120  UENTALASANYTHH  15  (DJ.ES)  A  BaAey  7-9-0 _ Angola  Gafcnxe  (5)  96 

111  (2)  01-4225  ALMUHTARAM 30  (BJ.G)  (A Ai-Mdani)  Mss  G  Ketan 4-8-12..  A  Wbatoi  89 

112  |T)  0510000-  5ARAWAT  299  (C.0.F.G)  (S  Ato)  D  Itictofc  8-8-10 _ Ofecr  Casey  (5)  - 

113  (8)  002233-  OAKBURY  13J  (TomMIs  C  C  Rscinj  CU)  Mbs  L  Stbstf  4-8-10  T  SkkM  (71  83 

114  (11)  333864)  MASTER 0FIHE HOUSE  10J (G£) {Aflntan RC] M karacuJID-6-9  Dttndra (7)  87 

115  (18)  404225-  UMTELACE  157  (F)  (P  Sail)  Ifts  M  Rmiey  6-8-S _ G  PMfei  (5)  85 

118  (81  5-13152  CUANGO  7  (D.F.G.S)  (Bamudv  Start  Lkf)  R  Holfcnshaad  5-8-5  _  Fl|«*(5)  97 

117  (4)  MW03-  HOCK  GROUP  236  (Eflktcal  J  Para  4-3-3 . . .  S  Draw  82 

118  (17)  561-611  PREMER  DANCE  36  (DJ.Gjg  Farad  Sons)  D  Haydn  Am  9-7-12  A  Bond  (5)  ffl 

119  |12)  40524-0  OUTSTAYED  WELCOME  63  (DJ)  (tin  BBdllM  (tyrs  4-7-11...  DMtft  83 

120  (7)  0000-2  HAYA  YA  KEFAAH  43  (A  Craddock)  N  B&tup  4-7-10 .  R  HrencJi  (7)  87 

121  (15)  00030-  3AM  WVN284J  [0  &  0  Rotinw)  K  Cteta  6-7-10  Has  Una  Ffetown  (7)  - 

long  handicap  Haya  Ya  hatam  6-9.  Son  Wyn  6-6 

BETTHG:  7-1  Gsngo.  B-1  ChaBam  bland.  10-1  Uaugrenter  Golden  Anw.  SoaM.  Affc  Coral,  12-1  ntturt 
1995'  ACHLLE5  HEEL  4-7-2  M  Bari  (20-1|  C  Alton  23  on 

FORM  FOCUS 


VAUGRENKft  HI  id  to  Hand  Worn  In  Iwdlcfei  Pamman  In  handicap  *  Snared!  (AW.  1m  4J). 
F-'il Rgdcar(tm 3). ted)  BMAI HEIGHTS  W3d to  CUANGO head 2ndof 9  to D  Vbbdor to isrefcap 
-uftcfy  tvea  01  raud  state  a  Letcedn  (Im  4).  a)  Ungflald  (AW.  1m  4f)  PflBWER  DANCE  ted 

Am)  ADVANCE  EAST  II  M  to  Dad  Shod  Mmfc  Sun  W  in  appmiKucs  handicap  N  Wbhn- 

ftjmia  in  hradtoap-Jt Contest  (1m  41;  guod)  m  -  luipUii  (AW.  1nr40.  -■ 
pmuHarete  itari.  MEOTALASAMYIHH  rfl  Znd  to  Sdacteac  CUANGO  (mp) 

2.05  FAUCETS  FOR  MIRA/RADA  DOMESTIC  &  COMMERCIAL 
SHOWER  EQUIPMENT  LADIES  HANDICAP  (£3,964: 1  m  21 60yd)  (28  runners) 

Ml  (211  000120-  FAIRY  KttGHTl  10  [Dfl  [P &S  Um  Ptos)R  Hannon  4-1 1-7  Mn  KTtaiwy  (5)  87 

207  (17)  003024-  WE51BW  GB«AL  (S8J (ES)  (J  Gndon| Mb MUttgmS-ll-S  IfelYHayoel  82 

703  116)  053650-  HAZARD  A  GUESS  103J  (CD.F.6.S)  (toculfcti)  DMchote6-1]-0  WsAPtfrefl  64 

204  (26)  3104-25  SEVBITB0E  UJCKY  64  (G)  ID  Cana)  Bod  tows  4-10-11  Mss  D  J  Jam  (S)  88 

705  (9)  306-324  S8XTAJL  7  (BFflrGKdhwYRCj  Miss  Gftfleaay  4-10-10  Mtss  S  Ketewy  (5)  83 

206  (15)  100002-  CARUT0  BRBAIHE  186  (COF)  Mr  J  FterasdHi  4-10-7  Mss  E  Rasnakn  p)  88 

207  (14)  4064-00  TALENTED  UNG  88  (D.F.G)  CM  Mttem)  P  (team  7-10-7. .  UrnDKaHtaml  84 

708  (24)  213300-  COUHEUH  15J (F.S)  IM  rtmrond)  M  Hammonl  7-10-6  ..  MbsPRotan  BB 

209  (8)  031000-  WTTNEY-0t-8BlHBAC  75J  (fi^)  C  HouqBai)  J  Moon  4-10-3  I4rc  S  Moon  (5)  85 

710  rSl  010400-  MNG  CURAN  1 7J  (B.D/.G.S)  A  Baity  5-10-2 -  Mte  B  GNdnaa  (5)  81 

211  (6)  001000-  GROOMS  HXD  21J  (DJ)  (Mrs  J  Coaud)  P  Hobbs  4-10-1  .  I*s  S  Hobbs  87 

212  (27)  4/54-6  RWAL QUEEN  31  (Wdhediy HB Ud)  M Hamnamd 4-KM  .  MtasM  Cram (5)  - 

213  (28)  014110  ClAflUE  15  (B.G)  (M  WQ  D  Cliajman  4-10-1  - . MteROrt  ffl 

>14  (19)  33-2223  CALDS1 KKG  15  (V,F^)  (ti  Carton)  J  Evra  5-9-13 - Mss  Diana  Jonas  HJ 

215  (10)  315310-  PRINCESS  DANCUE  146  ID.F.S)  CC  Bsay  4-9-12 - UnSBosiay  88 

716  (IB)  (WDOO-  SJUBt  SAMURAI  330  (D/JG5)  Ms  VAeodey  7^-10...  Mrs  CWfcmsP)  - 

217  fl)  500300-  ROSEATE  LODGE  174  (F.GJ  (J  flitt)  S  KdOmdll  10-9-9 —  Mtes  E  Doyb  (5)  81 

210  (7)  022-055  MANFUL  38  ItLF)  (C  Gnte-Umo)  W  Elscy  4-M - Ifflss  A  Bsay  92 

219  S3)  0141-35  STALLED  68  (F.6.S)  (Mis  P  Watayn)  P  Wafeyn  6-9-9  Itarehtanass  Btedtant  (5)  92 

720  (5)  0/00024  ■  GALLARDtNI  5IJ  (D.GJ)  (S  Htoabon)  B  7-9-7 - MbsJAkOn  80 

El  (131  OCY4530  BALLYRAG  19  (S)  U  Panons)  R  Fahey  5-9-5 .  Ifea  AJsx  McC^je  [5]  93 

277  (JO)  4-03453  DREAM  CARRIER  7  (F.G)  (R  Pmwk4)  R  Peacock  6-9-5...  Mb  C  Paaeoci  (5)  91 

273  1 4 1  524165  SEA  SOD  3  (G)  (lirs  B  Wari)  M  CHapnai  5-9-3  -  .  ..  MreD  UcHafc  (5)  09 

E4  0  060500  EAST  BARNS  19  (BD.F.G.S)  (Nutoam  B'SUdQ  5  Gsfli<9S  04-1  Mrs  J  GoNngs  (5)  BO 

225  (111  02152-0  LADY  SABNA  56  (D.G)  (W  Meson)  W  Iteson  6-9-0 ... .  tea K jMIgM  g)  B0 

m  (251  60-2046  CATTAW  MARMALADE  12  (WJ6)  [Mrs  A  Thom]  D7tmn7-9JJ  UssEAy*P)  K 

227  (17)  203132  DON’T  DROP  BOMBS  7  (V.DJ.Gj  (Mbs  JW(fcn)D  Dion  7 -M  Mas  JWdm  89 

778  (31  504506-  BAU  TENDHIIW  (T  Huflnts)  M  IN  Easatoy  M-0  —  MraSHartyffl  69 

Lung  tandrar  Lady  Sabwa  8-1?.  Cspbrn  Itamalada  8-11.  Donl  Dap  Banda  8-6.  BaN  Toata  W 
BETTING  6ri  Coldo  10-1  Gddai  faig.  Hasni  A  Guess.  12-1  Easy  KmgW  Tatemed  TVtg.  14-1  taws 
1995'.  CHILDREN'S  CHOKE  4-9-11  Mr.  0  KetUawe*  (26-1)  P  27  an 

FORM  FOCUS 


lUTARn  a  miFSS  ^xun  ’’HI  5th  al  16  lo  Lucayan  wilhCOUREUR  (StotedaroH)  (Wl  109L  CALOER 

sat-^iaisaaRs 

'S  55  sStav  SEVEKTCTS  LUCKY 


2.35  CONSTANT  SECURITY  BR0CKLESSY 
CDNDmONS  STAKES  (2-Y-0:  E4.710: 51)  (7  runners) 

301  (4)  FREDHK  THE  FERCE  (C  Daaeis)  J  Berry  0-11 _ _  _ J  Carol  - 

302  (7)  NDIAN SPARK (F Body) WGMTun 8-11  _  TSgndai  - 

303  (3)  JOINT  VENTURE  (UkBBbI)B  Meehan  8-11 . _  .  liTttfcffl  - 

304  (5)  MR  F0RTYVWKS  06ts  N  Ocadj)  J  Ejre  S-11  . RLappin  - 

305  ffi)  MT VESSEL  IModon Thonon  &  Compmyl J Jetens 8-11  .  _ LOettod  - 

306  (1)  MUCWA  (ABiNw  km&Hrti)  M  Oamon  6-11 . - .  RMnhaa  - 

307  (2)  MUJQVA(JGaham)RHn(tmtatoB-ll . . KDotoy  - 

BETTWS;  2-1  Foddt  Iht  Ham  l-i  Mate,  6-1  tejwa.  U  T  Vessel,  7-1  Man  SpA.  6-1  Joel  Venue,  hk 
FoiyaMs. 

1995:  WORD  PREMER  8-11 M  Anrar  (9-4  te)  C  Brtai  12  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


FR3BUCK  THE  HERCE  (toNed  Apr  21).  htadf- 
hralw  by  PiMssnc  to  modest  a  warfla  mneas 
OoBtojmbOjyanil  Local  Heratas;  dam  Sljuaenlle 
«m>.  MUNI  SPARK  foaled  An  26T  HaN- 
bmBM  by  hdan  Rktaa  to  6Mm  a  and  taadks 
wtnao  Enanss  Gtt,  on  ol  Me  anonL  J0MT 
VENIUflS  (toaieaf  Ape  5)  Fte  km.  by  Common 
Giant;,  dam  medest  pertonna  m  IntanL  in 
FOflTYVIWNICS  (Feb  22).  FW  loaf,  by  Ftob  Roto*; 
dm  poor  rnkUo-dban  maiden  M  T  VESSEL 


(haled  Me  10).  HaiMnihtr  hy  hue  Me  to  modes] 
pnoBe  51  wna>  Stonny  MnMa;  dm  51  sedag 
Htaner.  MUCHEA  (bated  Ap  16).  Hd-tatte  by 
Sbaflod  to  several  men  tnduAig  (wenb  51 
mh  Rbw  Spbsh:  dam  pteced  ow  6t-im  m 
modes)  company.  MUJOVA  (baled  M 1 22).  Hal- 
toidher  by  Mufrii!  to  sens!  winners  nctrfng 
Geman  pmfle  rnoner  tertshy.  dam.  had-sbde  to 
snail  spinier  Gnemor  Genoal.  modesl  maidai 
No  sebeflon 


3.05  STONES  OTTER  DONCASTER  MILE  IEEH 

(Listed  race:  £12,206:  Immd)  (7  runners) 

401  531000-  BAM)  ON  TOE  HUN  110  (CD/AS)  (D  Allan)  BMdMmnM-12_  L  Dated  83 

402  (0)  21IBG4-  CA0EAUX  TRYST  161  (F.G5(IMdubiAI  E  Du*¥  4-8-12  Pat  Eddery  91 

403  (7)  132452-  FIRST  ISLAM)  14S  (CD.F.G)  (IteBaii  Radno)  6  IMam  4-8-12 _ MWs  91 

404  (1)  1/350-  NWAAM8S  305  (S)  (H  Al  UdCpun)  J Dmtop 4-8-12 . WCawn  ffi 

405  0  0WI11-  REMfY  DROPS  172  (D,G^)  (SSiatpj  lead  Hwtingdon  7-8-12 _ DHantam  91 

406  (3)  0-14253  STAR  TALENT  23  (GJ)  (Uss  J  Crawley)  16s  GfeHew*  5^12  RCodnu  83 

407  (4)  1/55413-  MUARA 160  (Gj)  (MSdal)  R  Item  4-8-12 _ _ _ JRoU  91 

BET7WG;  WNwamte.  4-1  ONja*.  5-1  RnlUnL  6-1  Plumy  Drops.  8-1  Cadnaux  Tryst  14-1  Band  On  the  Bur. 

25-1  Sba  Wert. 

1905:  AIRPORT  4-8-12  J  Camdl  (12-T)  J  Gosdan  9  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


BAND  ON  THE  RUN  bed  aflnH  (as)  sbeob,  bed 
Scarabs)  if  I  n  18-rums  handicap  ow  cause 
«f  dbtow*  (mad  to  *06).  GADEAUK 1HVST  31H 
4&1  ol  9  |g  Bal  Hartmv  in  cmiaUB  rse  a) 
NbmvM  Jtm  21  good  to  Imi).  FSST  ISLAND 
short-head  2nd  ol  7  to  Cdeshal  Key  n  kstad  race  d 
NmmiU  (in,  good  to  firm).  NV«A«0S  abod5l 
5b  ol  11  to  PanndMn  to  gran  I  Madagam  2000 
Goim  d  NewmwW  (tm.  good  to  (ton)  cn  pend- 


Hnote  acel  PBiNY  DROPS  beat  Mandaria  nack 
ta  9-njoner  feted  race  al  San  Sun  (Im.  good  to 
sdt).  STAR  TALBfT  21  3rd  ol  6  to  ttensi  to 
date  d  LaigtaU  (AW.  711 WUARA  2»1 3rd  ol  8 
toAMbuOas  er  Mri  «M  NbiimIiJ  (Im  1L 
good  to  sdQ  Pmioosiy  bed  Cfei  Ben  31  «i 
conditas  race  a  Neriny  (Im  R  good  to  soH 
with  FUST  ISLAND  [Ito  vase  ad)  2141  4b. 
SdecdaK  NWAAIDS 


3.40  MTTSUBlSra  DIAMOND  VISION  HANDICAP  El 

(3-Y-O:  £6,108: 5f)  (18  wnnere) 

501  (17)  31124-  PASSION  FOR  LIFE  288  (DjFjG)  ID  Watarc)  G  Lewis  9-7 _ PdEtttny  87 

502  (10)  354031-  PDU.Y GQUBITLY 138 (BJXLF.G) (D Syte) M Bbretart) 9-4 —  KDatey  » 

503  (14)  8611-11  KRYSTN.MAX33  [DJr.G)  (Oatfald  Nnates)  T  Bamn  9-2 .  Hotetoy  Hart  (7)  94 

504  (18)  516214-  MSS  BIGWIG  172  (DJ.S)  (Btgadgs  Eriedainnent)  J  Beny  94)  P  Roberts  (5)  97 

505  (15)  331000-  RAMSEY  HOPE  109  (F)  (C  Bartm-Unnaa)  C  Fahlaasl  M -  NKamedy  B0 

506  O)  160304-  NV  EXPRESS  160  (DJ.G)  (B  Stewmsn)  G  Moom  8-13 _  J  Wham  IB 

507  (13)  231023-  WBJSH  MQtMTAM  208  (Dj)  (F  SaaBStuy)  M  Ifeaton-GUs  8-12  S  Drowno  (3)  88 

506  (12)  3254-  UARiORC  ROSE  2S7  (liman  Ud)  A  Bailey  B-1 1 - DWripep)  85 

500  (2)  0051-40  JOHAYRO  7  (BJLF)  (F  Body)  W  G  M  Tuner  B-11  - - CAifeiBonp)  92 

510  (31  110354-  UTTIE NOGGINS  148  (DF)  (II  Haf)  C Dwytr  8-6 _  JStech(3|  94 

511  (B)  330205-  UHO-HARHY 146  (Dfl  (D  CoppwhaS)  R  HoSnghead  .  F  Lynch  (5)  BB 

512  (16)  420-141  PRMCELY S0UM) 26  (D,G)  ffi  Byrne)  M  Bd  B-6 -  - . MFertm  S 

513  III)  600-011  CHBKAST  54  (tLF£)  IB  Csstoy)  0  NktaRs  B-3 - — - JOjtan  91 

514  (B)  0036-  ED'S  POLLY  162  (E  Dana)  5  Dow  8-3 - ADdy{5)  89 

515  (5)  63513-  S83CT V0UCHS1 180 (DJ)  fl  Bose)  B MdUm 6-2 -  LNawtan(5)  84 

515  (4)  343220-  AMY  LBGH  146  (HG)  (J  Hadong)  J  WBsan  BJ - G  Carter  96 

517  (E)  466026-  LADY CAROUK LAMB  140  (Dfl  (W Porartjy)  U  ChWBOQ 7-10  A6omn  95 

51B  (7)  59100-  QPENM6  CHORUS  171  (0£)  |P  Swto)  Ws  M  Rnetey  7-10 . —  L  Ghamsck  98 

BETTHG:  7-2  fttah  Sound.  6-1  Mss  Blpng.  Passion  Fn  Ule.  9-1  Amy  Ldgh.  LMe  Nwps.  10-1  Oamcas]. 
Kiyua  Mas.  Opening  Chows.  16-1  PoUy  GoRpOy.  Sana  Vtaute.  Wrtii  Moanun,  20-1  firs  Foby,  Imp  Eaptss. 
Maluia  Rose.  Rrneey  Hope,  25-1  otoere. 

1995:  PORTBffl  7-10  C  Two*  (UM)  5  Bowing  14  im 

FORM  FOCUS 

PASSION  FDR  LH  5)  2nd  ol  6  to  Ortolan  In 
□nriharr;  mu  *  Sa&Juy  151.  goad  B  ftmfl  on 

^OLLYGniGHIlY  bed  ttcjc  Gold  short-head  h 
11-Yiimei  mnoy  mer  couse  and  distonce  (good 
to  Brnil-  KRYSTAL  MAX  beat  Mol  Cased  3fil  m 
Nm  ctenar  at  Unrteid  |AW.  71).  MISS  B£- 
WE  baa  Martaia  V  in  7-nmnai  nursery  al  Epon 
(9.  good  to  sob!  on  panutinaie  start  mti 
CH8MCAST  (71b  besef  om  101  7b 
WELSH  MOUNTAIN  nadt  2nd  <*  12  to  Pleasure 
Tima  to  nuraay  a  HaedortJSt  oood  to  km}  cei 
pouHtoub  start  wdiKRYSTAL  MAX  (lb  worse  male  start. 

Snvi  4b  MBS  BIGWIG  (1b  worse  oh)  3  Oh.  Selection:  KRYSTAL  MAX 


j  mOBJOrmfR  RAfcECARD 

103  (12)  0-0432  GOOD  IDES  74  (CUJIJEIG£)  (Mrs  D  flobonon)  B  Hall  9-10-0  .  B  West  (4)  S3 


teceeri  number.  Draw  tn  bracken  SB-Some 
bnn  ff  —  tell  P  —  pidted  lb  U—  unseated 
rider.  B  —  bmugM  down.  S  —  slipped  up  fl  — 
rahised  D  —  oavolllerQ.  Hones  n.»e.  Days 
since  fast  outng;  J  if  jumps.  F  t  M.  (B  — 
WeiiV  — *».  H- hood.  E-E|K«eU 
C— corse  wtrs.  D— dstnoswtom  CO  — 


cause  ad  disbnee  «n»  BF  — beaten 
bwume  in  Idesl  race).  Going  on  Msch  horse  has 
won  (F  — ten.  good  to  firm.  hard.  G  —  good. 
S  — srdL  good  to  so*,  heavy).  Owner  in  tariefc 
Toner.  Age  and  weight.  Rider  ptos  any  allowance, 
the  Ewies  Private  Hnfcappe's  rating. 


4.1 0  TRANSPENNINE  EXPRESS  HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O;  £4,175:  im  2 1 60yd)  (19  runners) 


EDI  (4)  6334-15  DEGO 37 (D£) [C BnOato) C Bntom 9-7_  . . LOemvl  BB 

BG2  (Q  0124-21  DUALITY  19  (BJDJJS)  (N  Yrsg)  W  OGonran  9-7 . .  Emma  DGamn  90 

603  fl?)  G1-  JACKSON HLL 139 (CJ) U Wottasdn) R Chariton 9-4 _ PtfEddtoy  95 

604  m  643211-  ROMAN  GOLD  122(G)  (6  Teo)  Rlteun  9-2 _ Rltetfm  94 

605  (t>  63314-  SAHM 168 (G) (H tt Mjianutn) J Dwkp 9-2 _ WCaotn  92 

60S  MB)  100121-  WORLDWIDE  ELSE  129 (F.G)  (T Dawsonj  fl  Hurts  8-11 . AMadtay  B2 

607  (18)  054-5  EAGLE  CANYON  21  (C  Lane  Jra)  B  Ftehuty  8-11 . . JSaOrp)  90 

GOB  (7)  505313-  DEADUK  HUE  152  (S)(pSnfll)MnM  Rntoey  B-1 0 _  K  Daley  87 

809  (3)  452641-  ROSE  OF  9BERM  154  (DJ)  (Ms  J  Cubed)  U  Bel  8-8 _ M  Fenton  88 

610  (15)  5-1  DOCKLAMK LMO 30 (6) (Ms L Olky) 8 IfcM* 8-6 _ RCodtrana  87 

611  (17)  30404-0  EXACTLY  12  (F  Thamtan)  J  Eyre  0-6 _ TWMamt  91 

612  (8)  ■  04-31  BURNT  OfTEHNG  23  (D.6)  (A  IBdords)  C  Mtrin  8-3  - M  Henry  (9  88 

6(3  (2)  540634-  1AGJC06E  ROYALE  161  (Nbs  G  5nrflh)  M  Toiqddm!  B-2  .  ...  PRtttnan  94 

614  (13)  0263-  SEDBERSH 176  (P  Saifl)  Mo  U  Rewky  8-1 _ LChanock  86 

615  (14)  43052-2  SK CLBWS 40 (Manpcn de  Moraab) J FbgtKdd B-1 _ JQnton  91 

616  (5)  311224  DANCHG CAVALBt  19(G) (The Ttooe ft's) R Holitosheto B-1..  FLynchp)  92 

617  [IQ  500-  STRATBGK  RLOY 142  (lla  H  Car)  Us  J  Ramsden  8-0 _ JFEpn  - 

818  (11)  114413  CHMA  CASTLE  10  0LBF.G)  (J  Dans)  P  Hadam  7-13 _  M  Baud  (5)  9 

619  (10)  000-  NORTHERN  MOTTO  142  (Ms  A  Bes)  Us  J  Rmsden  7-10 _ N  Komady  90 

BETIHG:  3-1  Jackson  HU.  7-1  Rnmm  Grid.  8-1  Etetta  Thn.  Quiily.  10-1  Rosa  U  Slbuta.  Samtoa.  12-1 
China  Caste.  Dancing  Canliet.  Seattle  Ploy;  14-1  WndihKiB  Else.  16-1  Dodbnds  lino.  20-1  ndrets. 

1985:  HCUSnOfl  9-7  Pal  Bhfey  {10030  te)  J  Gosden  IB  ran 

FORM  FOCUS 


QUALITY  Beal  Bartok  51  In  6-rumef  comttlons  race 
al  Ltogfiald  (Aw.  Im  2f).  JACKSON  F9LL  bsd  Kury 
Ring  1  Ml  to  17-mrref  maideti  here  (71  good  to 
bid  wtti  DANCHG  CAVALER  (17b  btter  oft) 
18>  160.  ROMAN  GOLD  coiltokted  dubta.  bead 
(IIIAIJIY  (3b  wraa  NQ  31  to  9-nnwr  nunere  M 
SouiwnH  (AW.  1ml  «*h  SK  CLHWCS  (2b  Wte 
of)  61  5th.  SAMM  beat  CcnscrUre)  Ml  in  15- 
nam  imary  al  Hade*  PL  good)  an  peruUmMe 
start  W0RLDWDE  asifc  hate  Polar  Spirina  to 
6-nnw  nursery  at  WOtarianctian  (AW.  im 
100yd).  DEADUMETME  beat  Mnd  For  BMays  N 


in  19-funer  misery  M  Wawck  (Ira,  good  to  sad) 
on  penuttrote  stern.  ROSE  OF  SfflERlA  beat 
Northern  Sard  Ittl  to  14-rum  maiden  auction  a 
NuBhghani  (Im  21.  good  to  Dim).  BIRNT  OFFER¬ 
ING  ted  Zun  Ffyw  4 1  In  7-rum®  maiden  al 
LhgflaU  (Aw.  Im  2Q  WELCOME  ROYALE  SKI 
M  ol  10  to  Queens  tnstijnU  to  renoy  al 
Goodwood  fl  m.  good)  on  penUHmala  sbtl  CHMA 
CASTLE  4K I  Mol  1  to  Nikita's  Sto  In  hareBcap  al 


Wohruhairpton  (AW.  1m  41)  WBi  DANCING  CAVA- 
UBT  1108)  worse  ofl)  I  Ml  4b 
SekcUtm:  ROMAN  GOLD 


4.40  MELTON  WOOD  MAIDEN  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £4,078:  Im  sfir)  (16  runners) 


1  (3)  BOOZBWO (Mrs 0 Hanmn)  U  Onmnn M _ _ RHgtfw;  - 

2  (9)  54*  CATHERBfS CHOKE  78  (Ctepats being  Chib)  J  Bathed  9-41  .  JFortme  - 

3  (12)  04-  COURTWG  DANGH1 176 (Ita  E  &mWtaj  D  Gmdolta  9-0 - MFenon  74 

4  (7)  0-  FIORBITM)  187  fled)  Hwrfeon)  B  WUs  9-0 _ _  _ G  Carter  - 

5  (13)  HJU.  1MOTTIE  (lady  Nelson  id  Slanonl)  M  Tonyadns 94) _ PRnhtaaoo  - 

6  (5)  0  GEORGE  BOY  28  Mn  0  SwirtMm)  C  Dwya  9-0 . W  Woods  - 

7  14)  35-  N9YABM53(HAI  Mdaam]  JDuifap9-0 _ _  _.  _ _ W Canon  93 

B  (ID)  LUQCY  AROd  (WGwHeyJ  C  BMas<9-0 . _..UHemy(5)  - 

9  0  P0UNSS0  (Sfeedto  Ueteuiud)  B  (ills  9-0 _ U  Ms  - 

10  (15)  SH0ULDBE6REY  IBLavy)  W  Mr®  9-0 . JMd  - 

11  (5)  Ml  TOOLS  TYRANT  15  (Mm  M  Ulchel)  Mn  A  Srrmhant  9-0 _  NCtwotton  71 

12  (!)  DO-  1ALLAGE  KHG  138  (N  Nomad)  8  Hannon  9-0 - . . .  Dane  OXeW  (5)  83 

13  (B)  2-  AERLE0N  JANE  208  (P  Late)  J  Gosden  5-9 _ _ L  Dalton  ffi 

14  (14)  5-  CRYSTAL WARflBR  156 (V Gnaws) D Mdnfe 8-9. . AteGrawas  67 

15  (II)  50-  DUN6E0N  PfWCESS  160  (Oasskaone  Phus)  M  Channcn  B-9  Omdy  Morris  78 

16  MJ  DO-  P0USH LADY  140 (D Hans) W Bate 8-9 . LCtwnort  - 

BETTING:  2-1  Aerteon  Jane.  5-1  PoUkso.  10-1  hmyabL  12-1  YWage  Nng.  Fed  Throttle.  Ffcrenllro.  14-1  offlerv 

1995:  NO  CORRESPONDHG  RACE 

FORM  FOCUS 

COUHTMG  DANGBt  B  4lh  id  9  to  Syta  Ptoadce  Shaaml 
to  mardra  *  Fokestane  (EL  sob)  Pmteusly  III  to  ten). 

7Vi  N  25  to  Sovereign's  Crown  m  mddan  d  ARna  ■ 

Nntouy  (61.  good  to  sofl)  wfli  RORENUNO  9J  CRYSTA 
22nd.  HhYABTai  5b  ®  21  to  Germano  In  maklen  In  mddB 
hen  (71.  good  to  Bnn).  TOOLS  TYRANT  91 9Ni  to  CESS  ah 
Even  Top  m  maden  al  Nawmrtiel  (71.  gootfi  on  Red  or  | 
pmdtindB  start  VILLAGE  KHG  71  7ft  al  23  to  Srfeaku 

I  COURSE  SPECIALISTS  i 


TRAINERS 

Wns 

(tots 

% 

JOCKEYS 

Wlimss 

(Odes 

% 

13 

45 

289 

M  HRS 

24 

136 

176 

D  Mn  Janas 

4 

16 

ffiJD 

Pa  Editor 

30 

ISO 

16/ 

30 

134 

22.4 

L  teflon 

27 

164 

165 

R  CtaBon 

6 

32 

TlUJ 

K  Daley 

31 

211 

147 

B  HRs 

21 

119 

17.6 

R  HuefeE 

4 

28 

143 

J  Dmtoc 

16 

.104 

154 

W  Cason 

26 

192 

135 

Princely  Sound  to 
take  advantage 
of  favourable  draw 


DONCASTER 
CHANNEL 4 

235:  The  betting  market  will 
offer  clues  here,  but  my  best 
news  concerns  Indian  Spark. 
Joint  Venture  and  Muchea. 
The  dogs  have  been  barking 
about  Indian  Spark,  an  Indian 
Ridge  colt,  for  some  weeks  and 
Bill  Turner  is  likely  to  have 
him  ready  first  time  up. 

Joint  Venture,  a  son  of 
Common  Grounds,  is  well 
regarded  in  Brian  Meehan's 
yard.  But  the  choice  is 
Muchea,  Mkk  Channon’s 
chosen  runner  from  a  trio  of 
five-day  possibilities. 
Channon  likes  this  Shalford 
colt  and  has  his  string  nicely 
forward. 

3.05:  Nwaamis  is  the  dear 
form  choice  judged  on  his 
third  in  the  Craven  Stakes  and 


Nap:  PRINCELY  SOUND 
(3.40  Doncaster) 

Ned  best:  Jackson  HflJ 
(4.10  Doncaster) 


fifth  behind  Pennekamp  in  the 
2.000  Guineas  last  year.  He 
subsequently  disappointed  in 
the  Irish  Guineas  and  was 
later  found  lo  have  a  problem 
with  his  pelvis.  John  Dunlop 
reports  the  Dayjur  colt  to  have 
made  a  full  recovery  and  he 
obviously  has  solid  claims. 

However,  given  the  Arundel 
contender’s  short  price  and  the 
possibility  that  he  may  be  best 
over  a  slightly  shorter  trip. 
First  Island  appeals  as  a 
value  alternative.  A  course 
and  distance  winner,  the  Geoff 
Wragg-trained  colt  is  techni¬ 
cally  held  by  Wijara,  but  will 
be  better  suited  by  this  mile 
and  is  open  to  further 
improvement. 

Cadeaux  Tryst,  trained  by 
Ed  Dunlop,  has  been  report¬ 
edly  working  well  on  the 
Newmarket  gallops  and  is 
pitched  in  here  rather  than 


TODAY'S  RACES 
ON  TELEVISION 


waiting  for  the  Lincoln  on 
Saturday. 

3.40: 1  am  particularly  keen  on 
the  chances  of  the  well-drawn 
Princely  Sound.  A  combina¬ 
tion  of  growing  and  sore  shins 
during  his  two-year-old  days 
meant  he  failed  to  shine  last 
season,  but  the  Michael  Bell- 
trained  sprinter  has  come  into 
his  own  this  year  on  the  all- 
weather,  showing  plenty  of 
speed  and  winning  twice.  He 
has  been  working  with  some 
decent  horses  at  home  and  can 
oblige  here.  Polly  Goiighty 
and  Secret  Voucher  are 
alternatives. 

4.10:  Early-season  three-year- 
old  handicaps,  where  most  of 
the  runners  are  trying  a  longer 
trip  for  the  first  time,  are  a 
nightmare  and  normally  best 
avoided  for  betting  purposes. 
A  strict  reading  of  the  form 
book  would  point  towards  the 
chances  of  Roman  Gold,  who 
ended  last  term  with  two 
successes.  Worldwide  Elsie 
and  Deadline  Time. 

However,  there  is  every 
hope  that  Jackson  Hfll  could 
be  on  an  attractive  mark  in 
this  handicap.  Interestingly, 
his  trainer,  Roger  Charlton, 
believes  his  string  is  more 
forward  than  usual  this  year 
after  installing  an  all-weather 
gallop  at  Beckhampton.  and 
his  representative  here  still 
holds  a  Derby  entry.  The 
Priolo  colt  won  a  17-runner 
maiden  at  Doncaster  in  taking 
style  last  November  and  the 
booking  of  Pat  Eddery  in¬ 
creases  confidence. 

Richard  Evans 


Rethink  on  Rough  Quest  IMHIf4 


ROUGH  QUEST  may  after 
all  run  in  the  Martel!  Grand 
National  a  week  on  Saturday. 
The  gelding  was  initially 
ruled  out  of  the  race  after 
finishing  second  to  Imperial 
Call  in  the  Gold  Cup  last 
week,  but  may  now  take  his 
chance  at  Ain  tree. 

He  has  been  reinstated  as 


4-1  favourite  by  Ladbrokes  for 
Ain  tree,  in  which  he  has  been 
allocated  just  9st  12Jb. 

“We  are  now  considering 
the  Grand  National  for 
Rough  Quest"  his  trainer. 
Terry  Casey,  said  yesterday. 

“1  cantered  him  yesterday 
and  he  fell  really  well  and  in 
great  form.  So  I  phoned  his 


ONE  MONTH’S 
FREE  VIEWING 


owner,  Andrew  Wales,  in  the 
evening  and  he  came  down 
and  cantered  him  this 
mo  min  g. 

"We  then  had  a  discussion 
and  have  made  a  joint  deri¬ 
sion  to  consider  the  National. 
We  will  make  a  final  decision 
at  the  weekend  and  not  keep 
people  hanging  on." 

The  Irish  National  had 
been  the  originally  an¬ 
nounced  target  for  Rough 
Quest  but  Casey  said;  “The 
Grand  National  looks  a  veiy 
good  opportunity  for  him.  He 
will  have  lumps  of  weight  in 
the  Irish  National  and  he  is 
better  going  left-handed." 

Casey  is  confident  that  reg¬ 
ular  jockey  Mick  Fitzgerald 
will  be  able  to  resume  his 
partnership  with  Rough 
Quest  at  Aintree. 

Ladbrokes  bee  4-1  Rough 
Quest  10-1  Deep  Bramble. 
Young  Hustler,  12-1  Son  Of 
War.  Wylde  Hide,  Dextra 
Dove.  14-1  bar. 


THUNDERER 

2L25  Script  2.55  Oh  So  Handy.  3.25  Classic  Image. 
4.00  Star  Of  David.  4.30  Miss  Fern.  5.00  Wiltoski. 

The  Times  Private  Handicapper’s  top  rating: 

2.55  NATHIR. 


GOING:  GOOD  TO  FIRM _ SIS 

2.25  PEASE  POTTAGE  NOVICES  HURDLE 

(£2,406: 2m  4f)  (8  runners) 

1  3338  SMP1 10 (F)JJK*ire. 5-11-0 .  Si™** 

t  5P  CHBTABrS  CR0YW  131  MlisKGewgB 5-11-3  M  A PBOMsJd 

3  3  EASY BRSZY 34 OSheraood 6-11-3... . JAMettrtiy 

4  356F  JOJO 57 D  Grtsuil 6-11-3 . .  JRKtojmqh 

5  U030  NAUTICAL  GEORGE  12  Jlbson  6-11-3  . -  ..  R  Soppo 

6  00  TFC  BAY  BOMBER  19  T  Banal  6-11-3 _  J  MeLauBtfn 

7  82  JUST-MANA-M0U  10 (6)  WGI4 Tito 4-10-0 - R  Greava 

0  0  SfilY POINT 24 P Buter 4-10-3 _ TJMurehyP) 

5-4  Ban  Bro».  4-1  Jri-Maft-Mou.  5-1  Script  Hubert  Georgs.  6-1  Jo(o.  33-1 
OdcfetTi  Cram,  SMy  PoH,  50-1  oBmo. 

2.55  CUCKFIELD  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£2,936: 2m  5f)  (8) 

1  -464  UTTLETOU99ROJJU) JKtog11-11-1D-- . -  T-Wte 

2  2P45  RAGLAN  ROAD  8  fQJ.GS)  Mss  A  EnUrtcas  12-11-7-  J  R)W 

3  HP-  BLACK CHJRCH 304  (CjfR  Ron  10-11-5,... .  D (TSuMte 

4  5621  NATHR  5  (CS)  P  Butta  10-10-10 . . T  J  Mupty  0) 

5  23U3  OH  SO  HAffiY  37F  (B£D,F)  R  Cwtu  8-10-6—  MARBgmM 

6  4013  MfftAGE  DANCER  5  (DJ^  Mb  C  Cne  13-10-1.  ILnmmw 

7  5/P  LE  D0GTAN  EE  P  Hrfgef  9-10-0 _ _ — .  JRKsnngh 

a  0240  RHOMAN FUN  14 (G)  R ftitWei  7-1M .  MrR71wntoap) 

11-4  Mtir.  7-2  UMe  Ton.  4-1  Mrage  Danes.  5-1  Black  Own.  6-1  Raglan 
tad,  OK  So  Hand).  25-1  boss. 


3.25  MARCH  SEUJNG  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

(£2.027: 2m  If)  (11) 


1  -0P0  OASSC*IAGE5 

2  G205  NEV0WLD34jy.il 

3  -3M  FANE  PAW  192  L 

4  -3P6  MD0AN24  OflG 

5  BRIO  TAKE  A  FLYER  17 1 
S  0333  PREOOUS  WKMOE! 


G)H  Mamas  6-12-0.  - MBasfej 

,S)M  Also  6-1 1-7 - MAflCgerak) 

felb  8-11-1 . . .  fl  Hogan  (3) 

rein  0-11-0 . —  JRKanoadi 

l/S)  fl  Hodges  6-16-13  ...  6  MeOwrt 
15PBu6bTi0-10 —  TJMurprtypl 


7  FfiOP  FERENS HALL 24 MRoOsB 9-10-3 . .  KGated) 

B  PM  WOOUYARD 8 (8) N Bmy 7-10-3 . .  MMotey(7) 

9  -000  WDY POLY  17 (G)JPw*Brt 8-10-8 . — -  UwaUns 

10  /P-P  FATHER'S JW 6 Miss C Caw* 6-1041  . 

11  ?m  BEN  COWAN  8  J  Utyto  G-iO-O. . -  MrMGtagel 

6-4  PiectoB  Words  7-2  Nmeold.  5-1  Fn  Parti.  6-1  Basse  huge.  B-1 
Ittdori.  12-1  Taka  A  FT**.  33-1  atm 


BLINKERED  FIRST  TIME:  Rumptoa  255  Jua-Mana-Mou  3J?S 
WoodyanJ.  Never  tel  4.00  Slat  Ol  David  Wheantwe  245 
&4*wne  Must.  3  50  GretmaCrt*  Fto« 


4.00  WEATHERBYS  LEASING  DRECTOHY 

NOVICES  CHASE  (£2.906:  2m)  (7) 

1  0002  COBB  GATE  15JB.G)  P  RHdioB  6-11-2 - WUcfwtand 

2  CTO  NATIVE  RAMBLER  64  G  McCoun  6-11-2 -  G  UcCoul 

3  305P  STAR  OF  0AVD  13  (VJ6)  Mtos  A  EnbrioE  8-11-2  —  J  Ryan 

4  1EUAF0RKY  Mss  K  George  7-11-2 - - G  ttogan  (3) 

5  5-03  YWtSPIT  17(F) A «no 6-11-2  — .  JRKwanwli 

8  2314  OtfflUOY  10 fflfl JJwttos 6-10-11  ..  -  ..  SFbx(S) 
7  5-00  SMART ■  SABLE 78 (&5J P Hedger 9-10-11.  HARegreMd 

2-1  Vflrapl  3-1  Sncan  to  Safe.  4-1  Star  0(  DmU.  9-2  Omdjoir.  6-1  Cobb  Gate. 
25-1  tow  RarnUw.  50-1  Ttoferorty 


4.30  HAILSHAM  HANDICAP  CHASE 

(£3,01 3: 3m  If  110yd)  (4) 

1  6-40  THE  (CAL  UffOKE  9  (G£)  R  Ram  11-11-10  .  Ur  J  Luck  (7) 

2  (HP  GQL0EN  OPAL  31  KLS)  R  Budder  11-11-5 _  6Smpte(7) 

3  2(06  TROJAN  GALL  10  (C.G)  R  fenre  9-11-2 .  -  D  (TStdtan 

4  0043  liSS  FERN  10  (GD.F&5)  R  Dtote  1 1-10-7 . ..  MAFtzgnted 
10-11  Uss  Fern,  7-2  The  Rral  Unyata.  4-1  tm)an  Call.  6-1  Eoidai  OpsL 

5.00  LEWES  AMATEUR  RIDERS  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£2,175: 2m  41)  (9) 


1  4-Pfi 

2  0355 

3  0631 

4  -044 

5  om 

6  3-PU 

7  -355 

8  UVD 

9  2B5F 

9-4 1  Banteno.  3-1  Pysns  Rinse.  7-2  Zip  You  Lip.  B-T  Shantefl,  10-1  CtfBto 
Coe.  14-1  Mmtonas.  16-1  Si  Crusty.  20-1  oSmv 


no  8-12-0  ...  KWtedQ  |7) 

1 6-11-12. .  M  Gtoftd  (7) 

8-11-6  (7ts)  A  Charies-JORSs 
7  6-11-3  »*»  C  Tomsicy  (7) 
r  9-10-12..  JLUBMflyn&l 

1*8-10-8.  Mn  N  Ledger  (7) 

3 _ Jfintdsteto  0 

■IM  .  .  . .  R  TTonan  (7i 
S 14-10-0  . .  Hss  B  5ml  (7] 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 

TRAINERS:  P  Hater.  5  winner  tan  20  rumen.  250%.  R  Aine.  5 
tan  30,  lfi.7%.  J  Jentta  13  tan  81. 16.0V  D  GrbselL  1 1  tan  6S. 
15.9V  R  Hodges.  10  tan  65.  IS  496.  R  flowr.  10  bam  73,  13  79L 
JOCKEYS:  G  MeCourt.  6  wtonar  tan  22  rate,  ?7  3%;  G  BtarBey.  5 
Iran  25.  3UJV  W  McFartjpd,  7  bora  39,  17.9V  M  A  FcgsaM.  9 
tan  55, 16.4%;  D  Otuton.  12  tan  76, 15JV I  Laraerae,  5  tan 
41. 1ZA. 


Deep  Sensation  retires 

DEEP  SENSATION,  winner  of  the  1993  Queen 
Mother  Champion  Chase,  has  been  retired,  his 
trainer.  Josh  Gifford,  announced  yesterday. 
The  ll-year-old,  placed  in  both  the  next  two 
Champion  Chases,  had  been  out  of  action 
through  injury  after  splitting  Viking  Flagship 
and  Martha's  Son  in  a  thrilling  finish  to  the 
Melting  Chase  at  Aintree  last  April. 


21  ssia/oim  Booh ; 


FREE  TTMEFORM  HORSES  TO  FOLLOW 
(FLAT  SEASON)  BOOKLET  FOR 
FIRST  TIME  TELEPHONE  CALLERS 
staking  £25  or  more  using  Switch 
or  Delta  bank  or  building  society 
i  debit  cards. 

\  RING  TODAY •  BET  TODAY 

I  0800444040 

ft  HUdm  lotto  tamoaEBl|iarcallJU0O(er  W«  cmly-l 

a  "Free  Timeform  Booklet  will  be 
|  ^fei  seat  within  7  to  10 
r^Nim  L£fl  days  of  your  first 
I  bet  being  placed. 


5  furlongs,  Doncaster  3.40pm,  Li  we  on  CH4  TV. 

11/4  Princely  Sound  16/1  Imp  Express 


8/1  Opening  Chorus 
9/1  Chemcast 
10/1  Krystal  Max 
10/1  Passion  FOr  life 
11/1  Amy  Leigh 
12/1  Miss  Bigwig 
14/1  Polly  Golightiy 
14/1  Secret  Voucher 


16/1  Lady  Caroline  Lamb 
20/1  Little  Noggins 
20/1  Welsh  Mountain 
25/1  Ed's  Folly 
25/1  Johayro 
33/1  Marjorie  Rose 
33/1  Ramsey  Hope 
33/1  U-No-Harry 


Each  my  One  Qitaire  tie  ad&jpteu  1,2, 3,  A-Pnctj  subject  to  fVktwrtion. 

AuaKabte  14)  10  3  JSpm.  Tatterah  Rul*  4(c)  mjy  ^pply.  Non  lunna  -  no  bet 


TO  OKU  A  CRBMT  ACCOUNT  FREEPHONE  (BOO  2B9  892.  WILLIAM  HU  RUES  AFflr 
PWCES  SUBJECT  TO  HUCtUAnON 


44  SPORT 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MARCH  21 1996 


European  league  relegated  by  Beckenbauer 

JL  ^  ^ |  .»  “The  old  system  [of  merely 3  ch3n§c  of  namp- 

ayem  Munich  may  flooded  past  Forest  in  a  hum-  •  -  —\  David  Miller  says  opposition  g(r"g|g|5g§|gjJ  SotimlwmartyH.CDir-  nouhe  Hdmul 

Mnfimuj  !n  i  hiino  *i.l  ovrmHJpo  defeat  at  M  ■  i  -  "  -  -  .  .  .  85r_l-'= lmImuhv  hv  the  too  in  honour  OI  tjermany 


Bayern  Munich  may 
have  confirmed,  in  a 
devastating  Uefa  Cup 
quarter-final  victory  over  Not¬ 
tingham  Forest  on  Tuesday 
night,  their  position  as  one  of 
Europe's  foremast  dubs.  Yet 
Franz  Beckenbauer,  the  Bay¬ 
ern  president,  has  trodden 
dismissively  on  any  idea  of  an 
extended,  full-rime  European 
league. 

"A  European  league  simply 
would  not.  could  not  work," 
Beckenbauer  said  as  Bayern 
flew  home  yesterday,  hoping 
to  reimpose  on  the 
Bundesfiga,  in  which  they 
have  slipped  to  second  place, 
the  scintillating  form  dis¬ 
played  onTuesday  night.  "The 
idea  is  fantastic,  but  it  would 
hurt  domestic  football  top 
much,  so  mudi  as  to  make  h 
impossible." 

His  opposition  effectively 
torpedoes  the  ambitions  of 
SUvio  Berlusconi,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  AC  Milan.  David 
Dein,  the  Arsenal  vice-chair¬ 
man,  and  others. 

Beckenbauer’s  opinion  is,  in 
effect  as  destructive  as  the 
goals  from  Klinsmann  (two), 
Ziege,  Strunz  and  Papin  that 


flooded  past  Forest  in  a  hum¬ 
bling  5-1  second-leg  defeat  at 
the  City  Ground.  As  Bayern's 
luminary  when  they  won  three 
consecutive  European  Cups  m 
the  Seventies  and  tire  only 
man  to  both  captain  and 
manage  winning  World  Cup 
teams.  Beckenbauer'S  opinion 
carries  weight  within  tire 
ranks  of  Uefa,  the  European 
governing  body  of  football, 
though  he  has  no  formal 
position  within  the  DFB,  the 
national  federation.  When  he 
speaks,  others  listen. 

"If  you  were  to  remove,  say, 
Bayern  and  Borussia  Dort¬ 
mund.  our  two  biggest  dubs, 
from  the  Bundesliga.  you 
would  kill  our  competition. 
German  crowds  want  to  see 
the  best  German  teams,  never 
mind  where  they  live.  And  I 
am  sure  that  is  the  same  in 
other  countries  such  as  Eng¬ 
land  and  Italy." 

It  is  the  unrealistic  logistics 
of  a  European  league  that 
have  obliged  Beckenbauer  to 
be  involved  in  the  recent 
controversial  proposals,  com¬ 
ing  from  Uefa.  for  further 
adaptation  of  the  European 
Cup.  embracing  additional 


David  Miller  says  opposition 
by  Bayern  Munich’s  president 
can  sink  a  controversial  plan 


Italian  clubs 
lose  grip 
on  Uefa  Cup 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


ITALY  awoke  yesterday  with  a 
screaming  hangover;  even 
worse,  one  that  no  amount  of 
thick,  blade  espresso  could 
erase  or  ease.  If  only  it  were 
that  simple,  but  after  the  worst 
night  Italian  football  had  ex¬ 
perienced  in  European  compe¬ 
tition  in  years,  coffee  was 
never  going  to  be  enough. 
Full-scale,  national  soul- 
searching  was  called  for  and 
the  Italians  did  not  let  any¬ 
body  down. 

The  sensational  elimination 
of  AC  Milan  and  AS  Roma  in 
the  Uefa  Cup  on  Tuesday  left 
no  Italian  teams  in  the  semi¬ 
finals  of  the  tournament  for 
the  first  time  since  I9S8.  In¬ 
deed,  only  Ajax,  in  1992,  had 
interrupted  an  Italian  scroll  of 
winners  since  1989.  including 
Napoli,  Juventus  (twice), 
[rttemazianale  (twice)  and,  last 
season,  Parma.  The  Uefa  Cup 
had  become  almost  a  third 
Italian  domestic  competition, 
a  litmus  test  of  the  primacy  of 
Italian  club  football  in 
Europe.  Italy  was  crestfallen. 

“An  awful  night  for  Italian 
soccer."  read  a  front  page 
headline  in  La  Republican  the 
Rome  newspaper.  It  was  by  no 
means  unique  as  the  media 
tried  to  explain  Milan's  defeat 
by  Bordeaux,  a  distinctly  aver¬ 
age  French  side,  and  Roma’s 
demise  at  the  hands  of  Siavia 
Prague,  at  home,  before  an 
expectant,  exultant  crowd  at 
the  Olympic  stadium. 

Milan  were  the  first  to  fall. 
Leading  2-0  from  the  first  leg, 
they  tost  3-0  in  the  return 
against  a  team  that  qualified 
for  Europe  only  through  the 
InteiToto  Cup  and  are  lan¬ 
guishing  in  fourteenth  place  in 
the  French  league.  Two  sec¬ 
ond-half  goals  from  Chris- 
tophe  Dugarry,  after  an  early 
goal  by  Didier  Tholot,  were 
ample  reward  for  Bordeaux, 
who  outplayed  their  illustri¬ 
ous  guests. 

Even  worse  for  Milan, 
George  Weah,  their  world  and 
European  footballer  of  the 
year,  broke  his  right  arm;  the 
international  defender. 
Alessandro  Costacurta,  broke 
his  nose;  and  the  midfield 
player,  Stefano  Eranio.  tore  a 
musde.  They  added  to  an 
injury  list  that  already  indud- 


Jtrtor  tournament 

Quarter-finals:  WaSngton  S  Rasing  27; 
BGS  Wgh  Wycomba  27  Dulwich  5;  RGS 
GufldfonJ  38  0@*hamsted  t£h  Judd  5 
Etedtord  Modem  26.  Soml-fcwte:  Reading 
0  RGS  High  WjranCe  23.  RGS  GuMtard 
28  Betitoid  Modem  0.  Final:  RGS  High 
Wycombe  10  RGS  Guktkrt  12 

Pmpguajry  tournament 
Group  turfmen:  The  Oratory  14  St 
Aubyn'a  0:  Bmmsgraus  7  The  Downs  10. 
Part  Baals  0  Dragon  5;  Shertwume  Prep 
12  CsfcficoU  34;  Stgarley  KaS  14  Bedford 

JS  28;  Homwood  House  19  Wrehaster 
House  12  Mowden  HaO  17  Beechtmod 
Park  12  Dtiwich  FVep  0  St  Olam's,  York 
34.  Ouarter-SnaJK  The  Qraory  7  The 
Downs  2ft  Dragon  17  CakfeM  12 
Bedard  JS  15  Hrtrrawuod  House  21; 
Mowden  Hal  0  St  Cteve's.  Ybrk24  Semi¬ 
finals:  Tha  Omni  5  Dragon  10; 
Homewood  House  1 4  St  Otoe's.  Yorfc  2S. 
Float  Dragon  10  Si  Otne’a.  York  15. 

Open  tournament 

Groin  A  WirraH  Q  Tiffin  38;  Ragate  36 
Bnxdxums  17;  Tiffin  19  Baewfeg  27; 
Wrral  33  Bnnboume  tft  Wtrreti  0 
Bassafeg  38,  Tdfin  22  Aagate  33; 


ing  Dejan  Savicevic,  Marco 
Simone  and  Zvonimir  Boban. 

Roma,  mranwhile,  were 
cursing  their  luck.  Trailing  2-0 
after  the  first  leg,  they  levelled 
the  aggregate  score  at  2-2  and, 
in  extra  time,  seemed  to  be 
heading  for  victory  when 
Moriero.  with  his  second  goal, 
put  them  3-0  ahead  on  tire 
night  Vavra  then  replied  for 
Siavia  and  the  Czechs  went 
through  to  join  Bayern  Mu¬ 
nich  and  Barcelona,  victors 
over  PSV  Eindhoven,  in  the 
last  four.  • 

Nantes  yesterday  became  | 
die  first  team  to  reach  the 
semi-finals  of  the  European  I 
Cup  when  they  drew  2-2  with 
Spartak  Moscow  in  Russia, 
winning  4-2  an  aggregate. 
Nikiforov  scored  twee  in  the 
first  half  to  give  Spartak  hope 
of  victory,  but  Ouedec  then 
scored  two  goals  of  his  own  in 
toe  second  half  for  the  French. 

Manchester  City  have  been 
given  clearance  to  use  Michael 
Ravel  ashvili,  toe  Georgia 
striker,  in  their  battle  to  avoid 
relegation.  Kavelashvili  was 
granted  a  work  permit  yester¬ 
day  and  will  make  his  debut 
against  Bolton  Wanderers  on 
Saturday  week. 

City  have  agreed  to  pay 
Spartak  Vladikavkaz  £1.4  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  striker  after  spot¬ 
ting  him  when  they  signed 
international  team-mate 
Georgiou  Kinkladze  from  Dy- 
.  namo  Tiblisi  last  summer. 

□  Fife,  football's  world  gov¬ 
erning  body,  has  ruled  out  any 
possibility  of  Japan  and  Smith 
Korea  jointly  hosting  the  2002 
World  Cup  finals,  fuelling  the 
growing  rivalry  between  toe 
two  countries  as  they  compete 
to  stage  the  tournament  Joao 
Havelange.  the  Fifa  president 
responding  to  a  request  from 
toe  Asian  Football  Confedera¬ 
tion  president  Sultan  Ahmad 
Shah,  of  Malaysia  to  consider 
the  possibility,  said  it  was 
against  Fife  rules. 

South  Korea  and  Japan 
both  sent  in  bids  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  Expat  teams  from  Fife 
visited  both  countries  in  Nov¬ 
ember  to  inspect  facilities  and 
will  draw  up  detailed  reports 
which  will  be  handed  to  Fife's 
executive  committee  before  it 
makes  its  decision  on  June  1. 


Bassaieg  29  Sodsoume  19;  Wlrral  14 
ReJgale  17;  Bassatag  33  felgate  7;  Tiffin 
17  Broftoume  12.  Group  wrtunere. 


Group  B:  Adams  GS  26  Newcastte- 
Undef-Lyme  17;  St  Clave's  17  Vetatam  5; 
NewcasBeAlndet-Lyrne  ifi  Dr  Ctafionera 
GS  31;  Adams  GS  12\terulani  17;  Adams 
GS  19  Or  Chafcxwre  GS  12.  Newcastle- 
Under-Lyme  wfo  St  CBavs'  a;  Dr  CTsBonera 
GS  l3V&trfam7;Adams6S5StOlaw'a 
34;  CV  ChsSorers  GS  12  Sr  Oteve's  10; 
NeMcastte-UrKter-tyiriB  wfo  VerUam. 
Group  wtaners:  St  Otero's. 

Group  C;  RytH  31  Coopers  Co  10: 
ShamDrook  15  Gunnetsbuiy  12;  Coopers 
CO  7  King  Ettaard  VT.  Nuneaton  12,  Rydal 
l9Gurms0ury27:Ryclai17l<JngEclwanJ 
VJ.  Nuneaton  19;  Coopere  Co  22 
ShamDrook  7;  King  Edward  VI,  Nuneaton 


7  Gumerabuy  37.  Rydal  7  Shanhrook  7; 
K ng  Edward  VI,  Nuneaton  5  Sbamfrook 
31;  Coopers  Co  12  Gumertibuy  IS. 
Ctoup  winners:  Gurrasbury. 

Group  Dr  SMnyhurat  57  Bethany  5; 
Rfchroonfl  CoB  17  Be  Aston  7;  Bethany  2* 
A/on  Taf  17;  Stonytxrst  41  De  Aston  7; 
Swnyfiurei  45  Mon  Taf  0;  Bethany  19 
Richmond  Col  15;  Afon  Tat  12  Da  Man 
31.  Stamhurst  50  Rehmond  CoC  0,  Atari 
Taf  (7  Richmond  Call  7;  Bethany  5  De 
Aston  32  Group  winners:  StonytuinL 
Grow*  E  Ampteforth  12  Hymerg  14; 
etharn  17  Ott  Swtntoid  Htwpltol  31; 
17  Llandovery  TO;  Ampteforth  19 
Swintord  Hoajtel  21:  Fmpfefarth  0 
Uandovery  38;  Hymera  60  Sham  0; 
Uandcway  35  CM  Semtora  Haspita  7. 
Amptekinh  21  Ektom  28,  Uandcwy  55 
Btham  0;  Honors  43  Ofd  Swintord 
0.  Grajp  wrimrera;  Hymers. 
QOup  R  a  BNord'a,  Uvepoal  26 
Bishop  Gore  17,  Wimbledon  Col  38 
WaOngen  ft  Ostap  Gom  0  CWchester 
St  Edanefs,  Liverpool  24 
Wdfagton  ft  SI  Eduranfs,  Liverpool  7 
CWchester  HS  24;  Btetap  Gore  □ 
WlmUedon  CaU  43;  OVctastw  HS  35 
Wdhgton  ft  St  Edward's,  Liverpool  5 
Whibtedon  Coff  35:  ChWieaer  HS  5 
WkrtHedon  CoB  12;  Bishop  Gore  14 


powerful  dubs  from  the  stron¬ 
ger  nations.  The  intention, 
transparently.  Is  to  generate 
more  financially  rewarding 
matches. 

Greed,  expediency,  howled 
the  critics.  Undemocratic, 
thundered  Sepp  Blatter,  toe 
general  secretary  of  Fife,  the 
world  governing  body,  in  Fifa 
News  tins  month.  “It  is  totally 
against  the  concept  of  interna¬ 
tional  sport . . .  inspired  purely 
by  economic  or  political 
motives.-  Blatter  writes. 

Beckenbauer  attempts  to  in¬ 
troduce  to  the  controversy  a 

calm  survey  of  present  reali¬ 
ties.  This  is  a  former  player, 

remember,  whose  sportsman¬ 
ship  was  ranked  on  a  par  with 
Pete  and  Sir  Bobby  Chariton. 
“The  debate  has  two  aspects," 
Beckenbauer  reasons.  “Con- 
petition  and  finance.  We  can¬ 
not  afford  to  ignore  either. 
When  toe  three  European 
competitions  began  some  30 

Element  of 
surprise 
missing  in 
ice  dance 
routine 

From  John  Henncssy 
IN  EDMONTON 

THE  ioe  dance  compulsories 
of  the  world  championships 
pursued  their  expected  pat¬ 
tern  here,  with  most  couples 
placed  in  the  second  exercise, 
a  tango  romantica,  exactly 

-where  they  were  in  the  first,  a 
silver  samba.  If  the  marks 
mean  anything,  it  is  that 
couples  rarely  skate  above  or 
bekiw  expectations. 

There  was  a  little  move¬ 
ment  lower  down  the  order 
bat  not  enough  to  dispel  a 
general  disenchantment  One 
judge  not  involved  said:  “We 
might  as  well  all  go  home  so 
far  as  toe  ice  dance  is  con¬ 
cerned.”  It  might  be  argued 
that  things  were  perhaps 
even  worse,  when  Torvill  and 
Dean  were  in  their  pomp. 
They  were  the  best  by  an 
appreciable  distance  between 
1981  and  1984.  but  even  they 

Edmonton  results  — . .  45 


were  judged  on  prestige  rath¬ 
er  than  performance  during 
the  1984  Olympics. 

They  made  a  conspicuous 
mistake  during  their  paso 
doUe  set  dance  yet  one  judge 
gave  toem  two  perfect  marks. 

If  toe  cynics  here  are  right, 
the  gold  medals  will  go  to 
Oksana  Grishchuk  and 
Evgeny  Platov.  the  silver  to 
their  Russian  compatriots, 
Angelica  Krylova  and  Oleg 
Oviiannikov  and  the  bronze 
to  Shae-Lynn  Bourne  and 
Victor  Kraatz. 

_  There  is  a  variation  here 
from  the  Champions'  Series 
final  last  month  in  Paris, 
where  Marina  Anissina  and 
Gwendal  Peizerat,  the  French 
champions,  were  third.  But 
this  is  Edmonton  and  Bourne 
and  Kraatz  are  the  Canadian 
champions. 

Marika  Humphreys  and 
Philip  Askew,  the  British 
champions,  finished  fifteenth 
In  the  compulsories.  a  satis¬ 
factory  result  for  their  first 
attempt.  Mandy  Wetzel  and 
Ingo  Steuer,  of  Germany, 
defied  toe  draw  in  the  pairs 
short  programme-  Having  to 
skate  first  is  ordinarily  a 
graveyard  of  hopes,  since  toe 
judges  have  to  be  ready  to 


Wa&ngtan  21.  Group  winners:  Wimble¬ 
don  Gall 

Group  6:  Arnold  26  Nomarton  Fraeson 
12  MOfeid  40  RGS  High  Wycombe  ft 
Normarton  Froeeton  12  Uanhan  2ft 
Arnold  26  RGS  High  Wycombe  12;  Arnold 
26  Uantait  31;  ftanraftan  Freeaon  5 
MUfieW  43;  Lkartari  1 7  RGS  High 
Wyccxnba  12:  ArooM  0  MSfieW  »; 
Uanharl  0  MBfrafd  22  Normarton 
Frwswn  5  RGS  Hgh  Wycombe  45. 
Qnxxp  winner*.  MWiad. 

Group  H:  St  Bede's  24  Pars  26:  Wamfc* 
35  Emanuel  17;  Part  28  King's.  Macdes- 
fieW  10:  St  Bede's  19  Emanuel  12  Si 
Bede's  12  Km's.  Macclesfield  27:  Part 
24  Wawk*  42  King's.  Macdesttold  22 
Emanuel  14;  Sr  Bede's  0  Warms*  5ft 
King's,  Maectesfieta  22  Warwick  7;  Pat 
24  Emanuel  17.  Giwjiwinmnc  Warwick. 
Gram  t  Birkenhead  14  Mmdnster  GS 
22  John  fisher  22  King  Henry  Mill. 
Coventry  19;  Manchester  GS  12  Brynteg 
27;  Birkenhead  7  King  Henry] VS.  Covertly 
26:  BMcenhead  19  Brynteg  24; 
Manchester  GS  5  Jtfn  fidier  38:  ayrteg 
29  King  Henry  VIII,  Coventry  12  Birken¬ 
head  0  John  Rdw  42  Bryrteg  14  John 
Fisher  14;  Manchester  GS  7  Kng  Hwry 
VW.  Cowffly  31-  Group  vtirawrs:  John 
fisher 

Group  Jn  SoOnfl  Z7  John  Onward  12 
Judd  1 9  Hampton  27;  John  Clevatand  40 
Caotetn5;  SoBidl  7HaraptDn38'.  Sotoufl 
10  Caaleon  15;  John  Cleveland  14  Judd 
17;  Cassteon  0  Haropext  42  SoWni  IQ 
Judd  42  C»rfMn  24  Judd  12  John 
Cteveiand  0  Hampton  12  Group  vdrmera-, 
Han^noa 


years  ago  they  were  sporting 
and  fair.  It  was  a  perfect  set¬ 
up.  But  in  toe  last  decade,  not 
only  has  finance  become  more 
significant  the  European  pol¬ 
itical  map  has  changed.  There 
are  a  dozen  new  countries.  _ 

“I  krfow  it  is  a  controversial 
and  delicate  discussion.  Yet  1 
do  not  think  it  makes  sense  to 
have  a  Champions’  Cup,  in 
which,  for  example,  the  cham¬ 
pion  teams  of  Germany  and 
England  are  randomly  drawn 
against  the  champion  teams  of 
toe  smallest  countries.  In  some 
years,  the  Uefa  Cup,  contain¬ 
ing  several  of  toe  top  teams 
from  each  of  toe  major  nat¬ 
ional  leagues,  is  toe  better 
competition.  We  have  to  fry  to 
find  the  best  solution  for  the 
Champions'  Cup,  for  sport 
and  business." 

Why  is  it  not  acceptable. 
Beckenbauer  asks,  for  an  ad¬ 
ditional  team — say  the  second 
team  in  the  previous  national 


Bedkenbauen  influential 


championship  —  to  be 
included  from  leading 
leagues,  when  that  team  may 
well  be  toe  imminent  national 
champion  this  season?  The 
Cup  Winners'  Cup  already 
accepts  such  “second  teams", 
when  the  cup-winner  is  also 
the  league  champion  and, 
therefore,  competing  in  toe 
Champions’  Cup. 

Thomas  Kurth,  head  of  the 
Uefa  competition  department, 
elaborated  an  toe  proposals 
mooted  fry  Beckenbauer  and 


others.  “The  old  system  [of 
qualification]  will  only  encour¬ 
age  breakaway  by  toe  top 
dubs.”  Kurth  said-  “So  it  is 
preferable  that  change  takes 
place  in-house.  Whatever 
system  we  ultimately  deter¬ 
mine,  as  advocated  by  toe 
members,  we  will  leave  the 
door  open  far  the  champions 
of  such  countries  as  Azerbai¬ 
jan  to  qualify  by  preliminary 
fixtures." 

Kurth  said  that  be  did  not 
see  how  Uefa  could  be  over¬ 
ruled  'ey  Fifa-  Other  Continen¬ 
tal  confederations  have 
competitions  “more  strangely 
structured  than  we  are 
proposing". 

The  rationality  ot 
BeckenbaueTs  argument  is 
little  different  from  that  m. 
say,  the  Davis  Cup  in  tennis, 
with  zonal  qualifying;  from  toe 
World  Cup  itself,  in  which 
dozens  of  Pacific  islands  play 
each  other  out  of  sight  before 
toe  big  boys  gel  serious;  or  the 
FA  Cup,  in  which  toe  two 
senior  divisions  are  exempt 
until  the  third  round,  long 
after  fiddling-in-the-Marsh 
FC  have  fallen  by  toe  way. 

Maybe  what  is  needed  is 


Krylova,  left  and  Ovsiannikov,  of  Russia,  strike  a  pose  during  toe  silver  samba 


PocMtakxt  17  Tasker  Mftftrt  ft  RGS 
GridfmJ  17  St  Beoedcfs  24:  RGS 
Gufidtanj  31  Tester  Wtaard  1ft 
FocttnoUn  34  Mmiou&i  Comp  17: 
Taabu  MttvaTO  0  St  Benedd  s  2ft  RGS 
GUkftid  36  Monmouth  Comp  ft  Taster 
Whwrd  0  MorrnouOi  Comp  3ft 
PocWngton  12  St  BeneOcfs  1ft  Group 
wfesnra:  PocMtagton. 

Group  L:  Sedbu^i  4&  Kktg  Edward  VI 


make  room  for  what  may 
follow.  But  the  Germans  seem 
to  be  expert  at  the  set  exer¬ 
cises:  tint  in  the  European 
championships  in  January, 
second  in  Paris  and  second  in 
the  world  championships  at 
Birmingham.  They  failed  to 
win  any  of  the  free  competi¬ 
tions  and  are  now  under 
threat  from  three  Russian 
couples,  including  toe  Euro- 


Marpeth  0;  Latymer  Upper  5  St  Joseph's. 
Ipsvneh  52;  Ktab  Edward  VI  Motpefti  5  Sir 
Thomas  fVton  1ft  Sedburph  17  Si 
Joseph's.  Ipswich  lZ  Sodburah  37  Sir 
Thomas  Ptftxi  7.  WnaEdward  VI  Morpeth 
6  Latymer  Upper  33;  w  Thomas  Pldon  7 
Si  Joseph's,  fcewfeti  43;  SedtM^t  66 
Latymer  Upper  ft  Sir  Thomas  Pfctor  17 
Latymer  Upper  12  Wng  Edward  VI 
Morpeth  0  St  Joseph's.  Ipswch  61.  Group 
iMmeceSedbugh. 

Group  Nb  Sfeotfes  2B  Notfingham  HS  T. 
Chetehust  and  Sldcup  14  Madstone  GS 
33;  Notfirtfiam  HS  7  Strafe  3ft.  Stoics 
42  Madame  GS  12  sacoe*s22  Stacie  ft 
No&ttfwnHS  17  Oistehurst  end  S4cup 
17;  Strade  33  Maidstone  GS  7;  Sfcaates  22 
CHdetUBI  and  Sldcup  1ft  Strata  15 
ChteWmtt  and  Staup  ft  Nottingham  HS 
34  Makfctcra  GS  0.  Group  winnera: 
SScoates. 

Group  N.*  Deter  Academy  20  Merchant 
Taylor's  1ft.  Gty  ol  London  Freemen  35  St 
Etaumds  5;  Merchant  Taylor's  5  Haalhom 
2ft  Date  Academy  31  St  Edmurtfs  12 
Oolar  Academy  5  Hawthorn  38;  MerofarB 
TstaTd  14  C*/  ot  laratan  Freemen  tft. 
hawthorn  19  ST  Ecttuid'a  T.  Deter 
Acad Wy  14  Oty  at  London  Freeman  2ft 
Hewffum  24  Oty  a  London  Freemen  7. 
Martitarrt  Taylor's  into  a  Osmund’s.  Grotp 
wvnere;  Hawthorn 

Group  a  Durham  45  Kfeg  Ettiteid  VP, 
Lytfiam  5;  Gravesend  GS  26  Queen 
BCabetfi's  7;  (Gig  Edward  VII,  btttam  7 
Glartaf  4ft  Diahem  33  Queen  B2tfeth‘&  ft 
Dumam  12  Gtontyl  21;  King  Edmnl  Vff. 
Lytham  15  Gwroend  GS  14;  Gtertat  31 
Queen  ES28bafft'c  5;  IXahwn  17Graws- 
mt  GS  5.  GWiW  38  Gitaesend  GS  ft  Kta 
Edward  VII.  Lytham  24  Queen  BBabettVs 
19.  Group  vriretera:  Sartat, 

Group  P-  Dartford  GS  10  Maui  St  Mary's 
31:  St  GecroCs,  Harpenden  12  lawn 


pean  champions,  Oksana 
Kazukova  and  Artur 
Dmitriev.  They  tie  fourth  in 
spite  of  a  clattering  fall  from  a 
triple  toe  loop  on  Kazakova’s 
part  and  a  drift  in  toe  side-by- 
side  spin  that  almost  caused  a 
colision. 

Tlie  British  champions. 
Lesley  Rogers  and  Michael 
Aldred,  seemed  to  have  sur¬ 
mounted  their  problems,  in¬ 


cluding  a  side-by-side  triple 
toe  loop,  when  Rogers  fell 
going  into  a  camel  spin  to¬ 
wards  the  end.  It  was  such  an 
unforeseeable  mistake  that 
she  covered  her  face  with  her 
hands  at  the  end  to  hide,  not  a 

flood  of  tears;  but  a  huge  grin. 
It  was  that  laughable;  Unfor¬ 
tunately  it  dropped  them  to 
sixteenth  place  —  one  better 
than  a  year  ago. 


merely  a  change  of  name.  Why 
not  the  Helmut  Schoen  Cup. 
in  honour  of  Germany's  re¬ 
cently  deceased  manager  ot 
unparalleled  achievemenfra 
man  who,  when  offered  a  free 
car  fay  BMW.  accepted  a 
small,  two-door  model - 

Beckenbauer,  who  says  he 
has  no  ambition  to  become 
president  of  Fife  —  ^ 
rumoured  —  is  as  fair-minded  I 

as  Schoen  was.  He  believes  the  j 

recent  Bosnian  ruling  by  toe 
European  Court  to  be  totally 
correct  —  “twenty  years  over¬ 
due”  —  even  though  Bayern 
have  £50  million  worth  of 
players  at  risk  at  the  end  of 
contract  He  is  unworried  by 
the  prospect  of  “foreign  inva¬ 
sion".  German  crowds,  Beck¬ 
enbauer  says,  will  not  accept 
Teams  that  are  not  predomi¬ 
nantly  German. 

To  replace  the  lost  benefit  of 
transfer  fees,  so  as  to  assist  the 

survival  of  small  dubs,  he  says 

that  Uefa  must  initiate  a 
formula  of  subsidies  from  the 
rich,  so  as  to  sustain  the 
production  of  young  players. 
All  avenues  should  be  open, 
Beckenbauer  argues,  for  both 
rich  and  poor. 

Seles  bows 
to  injury 
and  leaves 
path  free 
for  Graf 

By  our  Sports  Staff 

U  HAD  been  billed  as  the  first 
showdown  of  the  year  between 
the  outstanding  players  in 
tennis,  the  two  women  who 
are  far  superior  to  the  best  that 
the  rest  of  the  world  can  offer, 
but  the  lipton  Championships 
accepted  yesterday  that  such  a 
prospect  was  not  to  be.  Hie 
first  meeting  of  1996  between 
Steffi  Graf  and  Monica  Seles, 
the  world  joint-No  Is,  will 
have  to  wait  until  Seles  has 
recovered  from  a  shoulder 
injury. 

Seles  has  withdrawn  from 
the  Lipton,  which  begins  at 
Key  Biscayne,  Honda,  today, 
complaining  of  a  sore  Irit 
shoulder.  Graf,  too,  is  not 
quite  100  per  cent  fit,  but  her 
ever-recurring  back  problem 
that  resurfaced  at  Indian 
Wells.  California,  -last,  week 
did  not  prevent  her  from 
winning  there;  in  her  first 
tournament  of  1996.  Encour¬ 
agingly.  however,  she  showed 
no  lingering  effects  from  the 
foot  surgery  she  underwent  in 
December. 

The  loss  of  Seles,  the  Austra¬ 
lian  Open  champion,  was 
good  news  for  Arantxa  Sanr 
chez  Vicario.  who  has  been 
promoted  to  No  2  seed,  ahead 
of  Anke  Huber,  of  Germany, 
and  Gabriela  Sabatini.  of 
Argentina. 

Thomas  Muster  leads  the 
men’s  field  as  he  struggles  to 
retain  his  No  I  spot  in  toe 
world  rankings  ahead  of  toe 
European  day-court  season, 
his  favourite  and  most  suc¬ 
cessful  time  of  year  —  but  he 
has  a  tough  task.  Nine  of  the 
world's  top  ten  men  and  17  of 
the  top  20  are  ottered  in  toe 
event,  including  Pete 
Sampras.  Sampras  needs  to 
win  to  regain  toe  top  spot, 
unless  Muster  loses  before  the 
semi-finals. 

Andre  Agassi,  toe  defending 
champion,  will  be  trying  to 
join  Sampras  and  Ivan  Lendl 
as  the  cnily  players  to  win 
back-to-back  titles  at  Key  Bis¬ 
cayne.  Ironically,  Agassi 
reached  the  No  1  ranking  for 
the  first  time  with  his  victory 
over  Sampras  in  toe  final  last 
year. 

The  in-form  player  is  Mich¬ 
ael  Chang,  toe  No  4  seed,  who 
won  the  Champions  Cup  at 
Indian  Wells  cm  Sunday. 


Experience  counts  for  Cardiff 


Oratory  17;  hfeunt  St  wry's  34  StCvros  19; 
Datad  <3S  0  London  Oratory  17.  Dantoto 
GS  14  St  Cyres  3ft  Mount  St  May's  36  St 
Goth's,  Hapenden  ft  3  Qfres  24 
London  Oratory  12;  Dotard  GS  10  a 
George's,  Harpenden  17:  S  Cyras  17  a 
George’s.  Hapentan  12  Mow*  St  Mary's 
38  London  Ocaniy  a  Group  wtaner* 
Mart  3  Mary ‘3 


Cardiff  IHE . 6 

Loughborough  Univ . 3 

By  David  Hands 

RUGBY  CORRESPONDENT 

DARE  one  say  that  the  tradi¬ 
tional  free-flowing  game  that 
is  toe  hallmark  of  student 
rugby  union  gave  way  be¬ 
neath  toe  constricting  hand  of 
league  rugby  at  Twickenham 
yesterday?  Where,  a  year  ago. 
Brand  University  College  and 
Swansea  laid  cm  a  marvellous 
spectacle,  the  1996  final  of  toe 
British  Universities  Sports  As¬ 
sociation  championship  was 
as  drab  as  the  weather. 

Cardiff  Institute  of  Higher 
Education  may  disagree.  This 
was  their  first  appearance  in 
the  total,  in  what  has  been  a 
htttic  season.  They  stand  to  be 
promoted  from  the  third  divi¬ 
sion  of  toe  Heineken  League, 
they  have  only  just  been 
knocked  out  of  top  Swalec  Cup 
and  now  they  have  won  toe 
student  title- 

It  was  the  degree  of  calm 
control,  learned  in  league 
rugby,  that  kept  them  clear  of 


Loughborough.  Some  70  per 
cent  of  the  game  was  played  in 
the  Welsh  half,  but  Loughbor¬ 
ough’s  control  of  the  ball  and 
choice  of  options  was  so  poor 
that  they  could  never  press 
their  advantage. 

To  .  their  credit, 
Loughborough  kept  faith  with 
the  side  which  has  served 
toem  well  all  season.  Such 
notables  as  Jonathan  Bell,  toe 
Ireland  centre,  Richard  Jones 
and  Ben  Kay  are  in  residence 
but  all  have  chosen  to  play 
league  rugby  with,  respective¬ 
ly.  Northampton.  Neath  and 
Waterloo.  Last  term  they  beat 
both  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
though  en  route  to  this  final 
they  lost  to  Sheffield  Hallam 
whereas  Cardiff's  progress 
was  unhindered. 

Yet  Loughborough  could 
still  have  won  had  they  opted 
to  kick  their  goals  and  not 
conceded,  late  in  toe  game,  a 
reversed  penalty.  Twice  in  the 
first  half  they  spurned  kicks  at 
goal,  running  ball  which  was 
subsequently  turned  over  fry 
the  voracious  Cardiff  back 
row.  Thor  crver-reliance  on 
Alan  Buzza,  the  former  Eng¬ 


land  A  stand -off half,  and  their 
Irish  captain,  Conor  Davis, 
left  Cardiff  knowing  where  toe 
game  would  be  played  and 
only  in  toe  dying  moments  did 
Nick  Osman  create  some  con¬ 
cern  in  Welsh  ranks. 

Cardiff  were  prodded  for¬ 
ward  by  Darren  Edwards, 
their  scrum-half.  Two  penal¬ 
ties  from  that  rugby  rarity,  a 
goal-kicking  forward,  won  toe 
match:  James  Savastano 
pumped  over  penalties  from 
39  and  24  metres  after  an  early 
flurry  of  fisticuffs.  Buzza  re¬ 
sponded  before  toe  interval 
but  toe  second  half  was  bro¬ 
ken  up  by  a  stream  of  injuries 
and  Cardiff’s  defence  proved 
equal  to  anything 

u*. tfftonSc  td? 

if£l“  &9IW:  J  D®**.  6 
Eaamert.  R  Sheppeard, Q  Stiff;  G  Vobs,  D 

grata.  J  B®b  (mptar).  R  Canptea.A 
^  S  Martm.  N  waikins,  S 

assess™  “-*ssa 


England’s  * 
plans  hit 
by  injuiy  to 
Hazlitt 

SIMON  HAZLITT  has  pulled 
out  of  the  England  hockey 
team  for  toe  match  against 
India  at  Milton  Keynes  on 
Sunday  because  of  hamstring 
trouble  (Sydney  Friskin 
writes).  Hie  injuiy  also  ruled 
him  out  of  the  Army  team  in 
the  Services  championship, 
which  began  at  Aldershot 
yesterday. 

The  Army,  attempting  to 
regain  toe  tide  won  last  year 
by  the  Royal  Air  Force,  had  no 
problems  defeating  the  Royal 
Navy  3-0.  They  scored  twice  in 
the  closing  minutes  of  the  first 
half,  through  Fordham  and 
Boyce,  and  added  toe  third 
goal  early  in  the  second  half 
when  Boxeli  converted  a  short 
comer. 

May  banned 

Weightlifting:  Peter  May. 
Britain's  leading  male  weight- 
lifter  at  the  world  champion¬ 
ships  in  China  last  November, 
has  been  banned  for  life  after 
testing  positive  for  clen- 
buteroL  an  anabolic  agent. 
The  announcement  ends  any 
chance  of  May  competing  in 
toe  Olympic  Games  in 
Atlanta. 

May,  29,  from  Enfield,  twice 
a  Commonwealth  Games  sil¬ 
ver  medal-winner  as  a  mid- 
heavyweight.  was  among  ten 
weightlifters  found  to  have 
taken  a  performance-enhanc¬ 
ing  substance  in  China. 

Bell  on  the  up 

Skiing:  Graham  Bril  won  the 
British  junior  downhill  title  at 
toe  British  Land  British  nat¬ 
ional  ski  championships  in 
Tignes.  France,  yesterday.  At 
30.  Bell  is  well  beyond  toe 
junior  age  limit  but  senior 
skiers  are  allowed  to  enter  to 
improve  their  world  ranking 
points.  Befl  achieved  that, 
finishing  ).79sec  ahead  of  An¬ 
drew  Freshwater: 

Feud  criticised 

Cycling-.  The  Sports  Council 
yesterday  wrote  to  Tony 
Doyle,  the  former  world 
champion  and  president  of  the 
British  Cycling  Federation, 
and  Colin  Clews,  the  body’s  , 
acting  chairman  of  toe  board  & 
of  directors,  saying  that  it  was 
“appalled"  fry  the  behaviour  of 
both  parties  in  their  long- 
running  feud. 

Old  rivals  meet 

Bowls;  Scotland  play  Eng¬ 
land.  the  holders,  for  the 
women's  home  international 
team  championship  at  Llanelli 
today  after  beating  Wales  120- 
117  in  a  tense  finish.  England 
overwhelmed  Ireland  by  77 
shots. 

Walker  on  air 

Motor  sport  The  BBC  motor 
racing  commentator.  Murray 
Walker,  will  remain  on  the  air 
after  ITV  takes  over  grand 
prix  coverage  next  year.  The 
Corporation  yesterday  extend¬ 
ed  its  coverage  of  the  Auto 
Trader  Touring  Car  Champ¬ 
ionship  to  the  end  of  the 
millennium. 

Tanner’s  job 

Rowing:  The  Amateur  Row¬ 
ing  Association  yesterday  an- . 
nounced  toe  appointment  of 
David  Tanner  as  international 
rowing  manager.  He  will  re¬ 
place  Brian  Armstrong,  who 
will  retire  after  the  Olympics. 

Seventh  heaven 

Rugby  union;  St  Clave’S, 
York,  won  a  thrilling  final  to 
lift  toe  preparatory  schools 
seven-a-side  title  in  the 
Rosslyn  Park  national  schools 
competition  yesterday,  clinch¬ 
ing  their  victory  over  Dragon 
School  with  a  try  in  sudden- 
death  extra  time. 

Easter  bonus 

Football  Pools:  Liftlewoods  is 
to  run  a  coupon  on  Easter 
Monday  (April  8)  for  the  first 
time.  Those  who  submit  en¬ 
tries  for  the  coupons  of  April  6 
and  April  8  will  have  automat-  ' 
ic  entry  into  a  free  prize  draw. 
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Warm  welcome 


There  are  times  when  you 
should  beware  of  sport  It 
can  take  over  your  life. 
This  week  1  have  wit¬ 
nessed  what  happens  to  otherwise 
seemingly  normal  people  when 
they  are  transported  into  an  envi¬ 
ronment  of  total  physical  training 
Between  now  and  April  21,  you 
will  see  hundreds  padding  the 
Streets,  preparing  their  minds  and 
bodies  for  the  challenge  of  the 
Flora  London  Marathon,  bur  if 
you  think  that  they  are  obsessive, 
you  should  see  what  the  real  hard 
core  get  up  to.  Like  birds,  it  seems, 
they  migrate  to  escape  the  bitter¬ 
ness  of  the  British  climate,  and 
head  for  the  warm-weather  train¬ 
ing  camp. 

Picture  a  sports  complex  with 
the  very  best  in  international 
facilities  —  a  full  Olympic-size 
swimming  pool,  tennis,  squash, 
basketball  and  badminton  courts, 
football  pitches,  bikes  of  every  size 
and  specification,  a  staie-of-ihc-arr 
track  and  stadium,  a  windsurfing 


lagoon.  'Hien  place  these  lavish 
lacmnes  in  a  climate  where,  even 
in  the  middle  of  March,  the 
weather  is  as  temperate  as  a 
British  summer's  day.  Build  your 
complex  on  an  island  where  there 
are  few  counter-attractions  to  drag 
you  away  from  the  training  facili¬ 
ties.  and  you  have  what  may 
sound  to  some  a  dream  —  to 
others,  a  nightmare. 

The  training  camp,  which  bills 
itself  as  the  world’s  No  I  sports 
resort,  is  Club  La  Santa,  on  the 
island  of  Lanzaroie.  It  is  a  dream 
for  the  full-time  sportsman  or 
woman.  Here  is  the  ring  and  the 
punchbag  that  Frank  Bruno  used 
to  prepare  for  his  ill-fated  fight 
with  Mike  Tyson,  there  is  the  track 
that  Linford  Christie  stalked  be¬ 
fore  the  Barcelona  Olympics. 

This  week  in  the  Canary  Islands, 
Liz  McColgan,  the  10.000  metres 
world  champion  and  Olympic 
silver  medal- winner,  has  been 
Qne-tuning_for  the  London  Mara¬ 
thon.  flowing  through  sub-five- 


minuie  mile  intervals  on  the  track, 
while  Eamonn  Martin,  winner  of 
the  London  Marathon  in  1993  on 
his  debut  over  the  distance,  heads 
out  into  the  volcanic  hills,  running 
step  for  step  with  his  friend  and 
rival.  Jon  Solly. 

For  the  professional  sportsman, 
the  concept  of  a  specialised  train¬ 
ing  camp  has  much  to  commend  it 
This  week,  John  Woodcock,  the 
former  cricket  correspondent  of 
The  Times,  has  extolled  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  warm-weather  cricket 
academy.  He  says  he  has  been  con¬ 
verted  by  the  Australian  experi¬ 
ence  and  reckons  the  way  to  solve 
England’s  bowling  problems  may 
be  to  set  up  a  winter  cricket  school 
where  the  sun  shines  brightly.  But 
for  the  amateur  sportsman,  with 
his  or  her  eyes  on  finishing  a 
marathon  or  heading  off  middle 
age.  the  luxuiy  of  unlimited  time 
and  facilities  can  bring  its  own 
problems.  The  first  is  the  danger  of 
overdosing  on  exercise. 

Much  has  been  written  about 


the  so-called  addiction  to  exercise, 
and  one  theory  has  it  that 
endorphines  in  t he  brain  are 
released  during  strenuous  activity, 
producing  an  effect  very  similar  to 
opium.  There  is  really  no  hard 
evidence  Tor  this,  and  it  is  more 
likely  that  exercise  obsession  is 
largely  psychological. 

Dr  Ian  Cockerill.  a  psychologist 
at  Birmingham  University's 
School  of  Sporr  and  Exercise 
Sciences,  believes  that  there  are 


two  forms  of  exercise  addiction  — 
negative  and  positive.  “Positive 
addiction  means  that  the  individ¬ 
ual  cannot  do  without  exercise,  but 
it  enhances  the  quality  of  their 
life."  he  said.  "Negative  addiction 
is  when  your  fife  takes  second 
place  to  exercise  ” 

There  is  no  way  of  testing  for 
addiction  to  exerci.se.  but  if  there 
were,  then  Club  La  Santa  would  be 
a  good  place  ra  start.  Here,  veteran 
runners,  dreaming  of  breaking 
three  or  four  hours  in  the  mara¬ 
thon.  smile  happily  at  the  thought 
of  giving  over  every  waking  hour 
to  the  pursuit  of  their  dream.  And 
they  are  not  the  worst. 

First  prize  in  the  compulsive 
training  stakes  must  go  to 
triathletes.  They  run.  they  swim, 
they  bike,  they  haunt  the  gymnasi¬ 
um.  Their  programme  makes 
terrifying  reading.  When  they  do 
pause,  which  "  is  rarely,  it 
is  to  refuel  or  rub  yet  more  oil 
on  to  rheir  bodies  or  their 
bikes. 


The  marathon  men  at  the  camp 
show  disturbingly  similar  signs  of 
perperual  morion.  There  are  plenty 
of  them.  This  year  more  than 
68,000  applied  to  run  in  the 
London  Marathon.  Flora,  the  new 
sponsor,  says  that  it  wants  to  bring 
awareness  of  the  marathon  into 
every  kitchen,  and  it  has  ploughed 
£6  million  into  backing  and 
publicising  the  race.  Alan  Storey, 
the  race  general  manager, 
blanches  at  the  thought  of  the  extra 
applications  this  will  bring.  The 
marathon  can  handle  only  around 
27,000  starters,  and  Storey  has  to 
sign  the  leners  of  rejection. 

□me  believe  that  rejecting 
a  runner  from  the  mara¬ 
thon  is  like  banning  a 

_ child  from  a  playground. 

A  pair  of  American  psychiatrists, 
Samuel  Perry  and  Michael  Sacks, 
say  that  the  real  definition  of  sport 
is  simply  play  —  it  is  no  more  than 
a  purposeless  activity  in  a  make- 
believe  world.  If  it  has  any 


S 


purpose,  they  say,  it  becomes  not 
play,  but  work. 

For  the  millions  who  take  part  in 
events  such  as  the  London  Mara¬ 
thon.  the  real  joy  is  that  this  make- 
believe  world  is  open  to  all.  These 
people  are  not  full-time  athletes, 
they  are  housewives,  office  work¬ 
ers,  the  young,  the  old.  the  execu¬ 
tives,  the  unemployed.  Training 
for  them  is  a  makeshift  affair 
snatched  minutes  and  miles  at 
lunchtimes,  climbing  the  stairs 
instead  of  taking  the  lift  at  work. 
They  raise  their  millions  for  chari¬ 
ty  and  walk  away  clutching  their 
medals  and  their  memories  to  get 
on  wirh  the  rest  of  their  busy  fives. 

Daydreaming  of  which  eight 
records  they  might  choose  to  break 
if  they  were  cast  away  un  a  desert 
island  with  an  all-weather  track 
might  be  fun.  But  an  hour  a  day  of 
those  rainy  British  lunchtimes  will 
probably  get  them  round  the 
marathon  just  as  well. 

JOHN  BRYANT 


Plans  for 
Global 
League  add 
to  confusion 


mu 


By  Christopher  Irvine 


HOPES  of  a  settlement  in  the 
year-long  legal  battle  between 
the  Australian  Rugby  League 
(ARL)  and  the  Super  League 
were  complicated  yesterday  by 
the  unexpected  emergence  of  a 
proposed  third  force.  Disaf¬ 
fected  players  in  Australia 
have  formed  a  so-called  Glob¬ 
al  League. 

A  difficult  situation  was 
rendered  chaotic  as  the  Global 
League  announced  its  inten¬ 
tion  to  luck  off  tomorrow  week 
—  the  same  date  as  the 
European  Super  League  — 
featuring  311  players  mom  the 
outlawed  Super  League  in 
Australia. 

It  has  the  backing,  although 
nor  ti>e  financial  support,  of 
•'Ve  Rugby  Football  League 
U-CFL)  in  England.  If  it  takes 
place  —  and,  as  yet,  it  has  no 
grounds  or  sponsorship,  or  a 
television  deal  —  it  will  culmi¬ 
nate  in  September  in  world 


Adrian  Hadley.  33.  who  was 
released  by  Widnes  two 
months  ago,  yesterday  be¬ 
came  the  latest  rugby  league 
player  to  switch  code.  The 
former  Wales  rugby  union 
threequarter,  who  joined 
Salford  from  Cardiff  in  1988, 
signed  a  three-year  full-rime 
contract  to  play  rugby  union 
at  Sale.  He  joins  John  Dever- 
eux,  his  former  Wales  and 
Widnes  team-mate,  who  will 
play  there  in  winter. 

play-off  matches  with  the 
European  Super  League.  This 
was  the  intention  of  the  break¬ 
away  Super  League  in  Austra¬ 
lia  before  the  establishment 
ARL  got  it  banned  until  2000. 

Making  the  announcement. 
Maurice  Undsay.  the  RFL 
chief  executive,  expressed  opti¬ 
mism  that  the  Global  League 
oould  circumvent  the  four- 
year  ban  on  the  Super  League 
—  an  opinion  not  shared  by 
the  ARL  While  Lindsay  was 
spelling  out  the  players-  vision 
for  the  Global  League,  secret 
talks  yesterday  between  ARL 
and  Super  League  representa¬ 
tives  edged  nearer  to  agree¬ 
ment  on  the  compromise 
package  that  the  ARL  had 
rejected  on  Tuesday. 

Concensus  on  a  world  dub 
championship  this  season,  in¬ 
volving  die  four  leading  Aus¬ 
tralian  and  European  Super 
League  sides,  apparently  ex- 
istsrThis  leaves  the  insistence 


that  the  two  new  Super 
League  clubs.  Adelaide  Rams 
and  Hunter  Mariners,  take 
part  in  the  ARL  competition 
that  starts  tomorrow,  as  the 
ARL's  main  bone  of 
contention. 

Although  compromise  is 
back  on  the  agenda,  the  situa¬ 
tion  remains  highly  volatile. 
The  ARL  expects  the  eight 
rebel  Super  League  dubs  to 
comply  with  court  orders  to 
field  teams  in  its  competition. 
However,  without  any 
recognisable  players,  the  dubs 
risk  further  legal  action  by  the 
ARL  if  they  do  not  fulfil 
fixtures. 

Sir  Geoffrey  Lofthouse,  the 
Deputy  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  arid  a  former 
Featherstone  Rovers  player, 
yesterday  accepted  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  mediate.  "I  am  willing 
to  assist  in  any  positive  initia¬ 
tive  that  may  help  to  bring 
about  an  amicable  settlement 
on  behalf  of  the  game."  he 
said. 

Ken  Arthurson,  the  ARL 
chairman,  wants  Sir  Geoffrey 
to  chair  any  meetings  between 
himself  and  Lindsay.  The 
British  Amateur  Rugby 
League  Association  has  also 
offered  to  act  as  peace-broker. 

Meanwhile,  Lindsay  was 
talking  tough.  “The  truth  is 
that  the  311  Super  League 
players  and  their  coaches  are 
determined  to  run  a  competi¬ 
tion  and  we  must  all  recognise 
that,"  Lindsay  said.  “It  would 
appear,  therefore,  there  will  be 
two  competitions  in  Australia 
this  season,  and  certainly  the 
RFL  wants  to  play  world  club 
championship  matches 
against  calibre  sides,  such  as 
Canberra  and  Brisbane." 

Colin  Love,  the  ARL  solici¬ 
tor.  said  that  Super  League 
clubs  would  be  expected  to  sue 
players  to  prevent  them  taking 
part  in  an  unauthorised  com¬ 
petition,  in  compliance  with 
court  orders.  Love  also  said 
that  the  ARL  would  consider 
suing  dubs  if  they  refused  to 
sue  their  players. 

The  state  of  dub  finances  in 
the  Super  League  in  Great 
Britain  are  revealed  as  par¬ 
lous  in  some  cases  in  a  Radio 
Five  Live  investigation  to¬ 
night.  Nick  Grimoldby.  of  the 
Professional  Players  Associ¬ 
ation,  says  on  the  On  the  Line 
programme  that  some  are 
either  behind  with  payments 
or  are  not  playing  players 
money  they  are  due. 


Philip  NevBle,  left,  and  his  brother,  Gary,  at  home  yesterday  after  being  named  in  the  .England  squad-  Photograph:  Simon  Wilkinson 

Neville’s  boys  united  in  England  cause 


Terry  Venables,  the  England 
football  coach,  does  not  get  a 
universally  good  press,  bui  his 
decision,  yesterday,  to  pick  Gary  and 
Philip  Neville,  the  Manchester  United 
defenders,  in  his  squad  for  the  game 
against  Bulgaria  at  Wembley  next 
week  will  be  widely  applauded.  If  they 
play,  they  will  be  the  first  brothers  to 
represent  England  together  since  Jack 
and  Bobby  Chariton,  who  did  so  28 
times  between  1965  and  1970. 

Philip  Neville.  19,  has  been  included 
in  the  squad  after  only  three  months  as 
a  United  regular.  Gaiy.  21,  also  made 
the  leap  from  United’s  reserves  to 
England  in  quid;  time,  winning  the 
first  of  his  six  caps  last  summer. 

“We  are  very  proud  of  them," 
Neville  Neville,  their  father,  said 
yesterday.  They  are  a  pair  to  be  proud 
of,  for,  as  well  as  their  prowess  as  two 
of  the  outstanding  young  players  in 
the  country,  they  are  sportsmen  in  an 
old  tradition. 

“PhD  says  that  Gaiy  would  be 
helping  him  get  back  at  me,  and  they 
would  be  devising  a  plan  over  cocoa 


Peter  Ball  looks  at  the  latest  achievement  of  probably 
the  most  successful  sporting  family  in  Great  Britain 


tonight,  if  their  parents  let  them  stay 
up  after  8pm,"  Brian  M  cClair,  their 
United  colleague,  wrote  in  United 
magazine,  after  a  disagreement  over  a 
bad  pass  in  a  reserve  match  in 
October  and,  if  McClair  was  writing 
with  tongue  in  cheek,  the  picture 
captures  the  flavour  of  two  young  men 
who  live  for  their  sport 

That  though,  reflects  the  family. 
The  two  boys  are  only  the  most 
famous  members  of  a  sporting  family 
of  rare  distinction.  Tracey.  Philip's 
twin  sister,  is  an  England  Under-21 
netball  international.  Neville,  himself, 
the  commercial  manager  of  Bury,  in 
the  Endsleigh  Insurance  League, 
where  JiB.  his  wife,  is  assistant 
secretary,  was  a  local  cricketer  and 
footballer.  Jill  reached  higher  stan¬ 
dards,  playing  for  Bury  at  table  tennis 
and  hockey. 

If  the  Charitons  are  the  obvious 


footballing  comparison,  an  even  more 
pertinent  one  is  offered  Icy  the  Comp¬ 
tons.  although  they  did  not  have  a 
sports-playing  sister  and  played  to¬ 
gether  only  in  wartime  internationals. 
Denis  was  a  double  international,  at 
football  and  cricket;  Leslie  kept  wicket 
for  Middlesex  and  played  football  for 
England. 

Before  the  seasons  became  almost 
indistingiushable,  the  Neville  boys 
surely  would  have  followed  suit,  for 
both  were  outstanding  schoolboy 
cricketers.  They  are  used  to  setting 
records,  becoming  the  first  pair  of 
brothers  to  play  together  for  Lanca¬ 
shire  Schools  under- 15s.  in  1990.  That 
year.  Gary  was  selected  for  the 
Northern  Counties,  but  a  broken 
thumb  meant  that  he  lost  his  chance  of 
selection  for  England. 

Philip’s  cricketing  career  lasted 
longer.  In  199],  he  captained  England 


Schools  under  ] 4s;  in  1992.  he  became 
one  of  the  youngest  players  to  repre¬ 
sent  Lancashire  in  the  Second  XI 
championship,  and  some  hoped  that, 
unlike  Gary,  be  would  choose  cricket 
rather  than  football 

Instead,  like  his  older  brother,  he 
joined  United,  and  followed  him  in 
captaining  the  youth  team,  into  the 
United  first  team,  England  Under-21s 
and  now  into  the  full  squad. 

If  he  plays,  he  may  take  some 
shifting  as  he  Is  a  better  hill  back  than 
his  brother,  but  that  is  because  Gary, 
for  all  that  he  has  earned  his  England 
caps  at  right  back,  is  a  natural  centre 
halt  Ferguson,  who  likes  his  central 
defenders  to  be  tall,  took  some 
convincing  of  that,  but  he  is  certain  of 
ft  now.  Will  Venables  follow  the  same 
route  in  the  summer? 

"We  should  really  aD  stop  talking 
about  Gary’s  height,  and  appreciate 
his  terrific  temperament,  character, 
composure  and  ability  to  read  the 
game,"  David  Sadler,  a  former  United 
and  England  centre  halt  said  recently. 
He  could  have  been  describing  both. 


Leading  teams  made  to  work  hard  to  advance 


From  David  Rhys  Jones 
IN  ADELAIDE 

AFTER  three  days  of  intense 
competition  in  the  men^s 
world  outdoor  bowls  champi¬ 
onships  at  the  Loddeys  Centre 
here,  Scotland,  the  Leonard 
Trophy  holders,  England.  Ire¬ 
land.  Australia  and  New  Zea¬ 
land  are  unbeaten  in  pairs  and 
triples. 

Richard  Corsie  and  Alex 


Marshall,  of  Scotland,  sur¬ 
vived  a  narrow  escape  against 
Israel  in  the  pairs  yesterday, 
however,  while  Bren  Morley, 
David  Culler  and  John  Bell,  of 
England,  struggled  to  a  16-14 
win  over  Malawi  in  the  triples. 

The  Commonwealth  Games 
champions.  Cameron  Curtis 
and  Rex  Johnston,  of  Austra¬ 
lia,  also  came  close  to  defeat  — 
against  two  extrovert  Fijians, 
Panipasa  Matailevu  and 


Caucau  Turagabed,  and  Row¬ 
an  Brassey  and  Gary  Lawson, 
of  New  Zealand,  were  fortu¬ 
nate  to  beat  the  United  States 
pair.  With  places  in  the  semi¬ 
finals  at  stake  over  the  next 
two  days,  Tony  Allcock  and 
Andy  ‘niomson,  of  England, 
will  challenge  Australia  to¬ 
morrow  in  the  pairs,  while 
Jeremy  Henry  and  Sammy 
Allen,  of  Ireland,  meet  New 
Zealand. 


Scotland  appear  to  be 
through  already,  but  Will 
Thomas  and  Robert  Weale,  of 
Wales,  have  yet  to  face  their 
closest  rivals,  Canada  and 
Jersey. 

In  the  Triples,  the  host 
country  also  appears  to  have 
done  enough  to  reach  the 
knockout  stage,  but  Ireland 
have  yet  to  meet  South  Africa, 
and  England  will  find  the 
New  Zealanders  a  tough  prop¬ 


osition.  Scotland,  for  whom 
Willie  Wood,  now  57,  remains 
a  power,  should  clinch  their 
place  today  in  the  triples  semi¬ 
finals  with  victories  over  Bra¬ 
zil  and  Botswana. 

Only  some  topsy-turvy  re¬ 
sults  can  deny  the  leading 
sides  now  but,  on  the  evidence 
of  the  first  three  days,  shocks, 
normally  commonplace  in 
these  championships,  are  not 
on  the  cattls. 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION 
lone  ICC  Indiana  94:  Ne* 

Vancouwr  77;  Ortendo  m  0eh<* _SM. 
House*  102  Golden j Stale  1C6  lOT). 
Chfcmo  89  Sacramento  67.  caws  »«. 
Cleveland  81;  Portland  106  Minnesota  71. 
LA  Lakers  94  Seattle  7! 

BUDWBSSt  LEAGUE  Ctes»»  •***  81 
London  Towers  107. 

BOWLS 

ADELAIDE;  Man's  world  — rM 

Pare;  Fourth  round:  G|WpA 
Argent *3 18-17; Norio*  ^ndW.^S 
IftMalawi  U  Western  Samoa 
bra  die*  with  Soutfi  Alnca  JJ-l'^gsaLtL 
t*  brad  27.16c  NamJ* 

Scrtland  b< 

A/nra  b l  Western  Samoa 
Conk  Islands  »  Konya 
w  Hong  Kong 

United  Slates  19  !9J^|SJ^5.18: 
lands  3S- 13,  Hong  Ko^“r5a^Grtnip 
New  Zealand  N  UrefeO  SweaW 

C:  Canada  bl  Papua  NewGunea^  b; 
Swaziland  bt  Zimbabwe  25-^.  26- 

ThaDand  3M1lcK? « 

18.  Jersey  bl  Thailand 


30-16.  Brant  W 

13:  Botswana  bt  3aric«  18-lt.  »  ^ 


13: Botwena  Bt  lamtta  mth 

22-18.  England  W  Guernsey-  yyeaiem 
round:  Group W  Aiowiilna 
Samoa  31-22.  Nwtoft-  l*^2?1trtfsoa1h 
22-14.  Scotland  «  NwH 
Africa  bl  Mataw  36- 1  TGjP'S? JJJ^Tsoirlh 
Scotland 1 10PK » Ort  *• 
Alnca  7.  Group  B:  New  33.13,  Ire¬ 

lands  32-8:  Hew  Kong  W pod- 
fend  H  urwed  States  ^ 


fans:  Equal  1,  Ireland  and  New  Zealand  8. 

6.  Group  ftCwthMnjj 
Snd  42-10:  Jeisw  W  Swo**** 
wales  ht  Papua  Now  Gunea  31-9  Gray 
K^E^S  l.car^o  and  1^8.3; 

*  Group  D:  AustraSa  Qt  Fiji  2S-'9: 
jgSrem  WB5w*ann  33-17;  England  M 
Zambia  28-21:  Singapore  bl  BrazjjXMG. 

iarasaittasag* 

al  21-15.  Jersey  bl  Zaflifcja 

1* 

ZtSSESA  ■BBSS 

iSSi&aoK  «  Ttetand 
SffrtK b*s-a«i  a*  South 

Alnca  bl  Malaysia  21-lft  Group  positions: 
S  “soififtMrfcA  and  Ireland  ID  Group 
cFnaswrebi  Zambia  27- 1 1 ;  Braal  bt  Jar 
^f^Canada  bt  Western  Samoa  ?1- 
positions:  I.SeotondEECan- 
k«*v6.  Group  D:  England  bt 
2uLwt  16-14*  Fnt  W  Hong  Kong  21  -18:  New 

W  23'mSabwe  &B:  l&fo*  bland 
Ifpapua  New  Guwe  »» 

i.  Now  Zealand  and  England 

iCr.  A  Erl' 8 

ilanELU:  Women's 

national  chanpionshlpc  Seoto'd  M 

25and  13M05  (Scotland  stapsJMl  E 
MoGanrle  bl  B  Wyie  25-lfr.  J  Lrtms  U  J 
MHnrUand  34-?:  F  HUcn  10a  toM 
ipbrajon  11-34.  J  ConJan  u 

-vvHjTj  Sykes  K*1 10  ®5a”!P,5n 

Wren  bt  N  Montgomery  20-17.  Scotland  U 


Wales  120-117  (Scotland  skips  Ursi)  F 
Harden  tea  la  B  Morgan  20-12.  J  Corton 
lost  la  D  Rowlands  2fr23.  J  Sytes  bt  P 
Griffiths  28-13,  E  Wren  M  R  Jones  28-13,  E 
McGarvte  lost  10  A  Dainton  23-14.  J 
bndores  tosi  to  S  OTwer  22- 15. 

_ FOOTBALL _ 

Tuesday's  tale  reutts 
UEFA  CUP:  Qwmr-Snrt  second  ton: 
Bordeaux  3  AC  (Alan  0  (Bordeaux  win  3-2 
on  ago).  Noil  ingham  Forest  1  Baram 
Munich  5  (Bayem  w in  7-2  on  aggj:  PSV 
Bndhoven  2  Qarcoiona3(Haicatana'>vln5- 

4  on  «gl;  ftara  3  StowlaPragJB  UflfiL  t-C 

after  90  mins.  3-3  ™  agg,  Prague  vwn  on 
away  goals). 

FA  GAALMG  PREMIERSHIP:  Aston  VHo  0 
Mldcflasbrough  0 

ENDSLEIGH  INSURANCE  LEAGUE  Find 
tfirfaten:  Barnsley  3  HucWoreNWJCiyaal 
Palace  2  Luton  0;  IpWrWi  2  OWharn  l; 
Beading  3  Southend  3.  Second  dmaton: 
Bradlord  1  Notts  CounlyOienrtloid  1  Car¬ 
lisle  1.  Chesierlteld  1  Wrexham  1;  C»»3 
Bumiey  1;  Oxford  United  3  Swidon  Q; 

re- 

„  Wigan  0.  Cofchesiw  2 
j  UfrtOd  1.  LeywnCXBW  1  Scar- 
,  Lreoh  1  Bamel  2,  Northampton 
0  Hartlepool  Q.  Rochdale  3  Torquay  0 
VAUXHALL  CONFERENCE:  FartfeOrOugh 
3  Dover  2,  Salybridge  2  Runcorn  0.  Woking 
3  Slough  0.  Spnkfing  Cup:  SamFinat,  Hist 
log;  BromsgMW  2  KWtpnng  0,  Southport  4 
Macdesfete  4. 

BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  First  ** 
sion:  Greenock  Morton  1  Duntennfine  1. 
UEFA  UNDS118CHAMPI0NSHP:  Qual¬ 
ifying  match,  first  leg:  Scotland  0  Eng¬ 
land  3 

UNSBONO  LEAGUE:  Premier  dfeUm 
Chwtey  l  FridJey  1 :  Gahsborough  0  Errtey 


CamWdga 

borough  0. 


3:Medock5Witton2  First  dMstort  Nether- 
bald  1  Whaley  Bay  2.  President's  Cup: 
Second-round  replay:  Buxton  1  Gusetey 
3. 

BEA2ER  HOMES  LEAGUE:  Premier  dM- 
storu  Dorchester  2  Sudbury  0;  Grestey  1 
Gloucester  0;  Halesowen  0  Rushden  and 
Diamonds  0.  Utestpn  1  Athcrstone  1  Md- 
land  cMston:  Bridgnorth  1  SofihuS  4; 
hfnbdey  Town  1  Leicester  United  0:  Sutton 
Coldfield  2  Tanwurth  0  Southern  dvokxi: 
Erithand  Betaders  3  Weymouth  4;  Wimey 
r  Tonbridge  Angsts  1  Dr  Marten's  Cup: 
Third-round  replay;  Nuneaton  2  Moor 
Green  0 

(OS  LEAGUE  Premier  (Msion:  Borehom 
wood  4  Enfield  1:  Bromley  3  Chertaey  3; 
Carehakon  2  Bishop's  Stanford  ft  Dulwich 
1  Hayes  1;  Si  Atoans  1  Klrgslonun  2; 
Walton  and  Horsham  3  Moiety  1  First 
derision;  Berhhamsted  0  Basingstoke  3: 
Heybndqe  Swifts  2  Atdereha  Town  ft 
Layton  PennanI  4  Whyteteafe  0.  Staines  2 
Wokingham  1;  Tooting  and  Mitcham  1 
Odoro  City  3.  Second  tfivision:  Bedford 
Town  3  WWhoe  £  Bradmafi  4  Home! 
Hempstead  2:  Ualhertiead  2  Dcrtng  3. 
MetropoMan  Police  0  Mansion  2:  TBxay  3 
Saffian  Walden  1,  Ware  OBansteadl  Trent 
dvfeton.  East  Thumch  2  Lewes  0:  Epsom 
aid  Ewefi  4  Windsor  and  Eton  1 :  HarefieW  1 
Clapton  0.  Lagtnon  2  Avdey  1.  Southall  2 
Camberiey  1,  Wealds  lone  7  Hertford  0. 
LEAGUE  OF  WALES:  Bangor  Cty  1  Porth¬ 
madog  1;  Conrad's  Quay  2  Rhyl  1;  Uan- 
sentflraid  3  Bnton  Ferry  1:  Barry  2  inter 
Cefdflf  1 

VBSH  LEAGUE  COCA-COLA  CUP:  Flnat 
CHtonvUe  3  Gbnwran  1 

LBNSTER  SENIOR  CUP:  Semi-final:  Bo- 
herreans  0  Athtane  2. 

BANKS'S  BREWERY  LEAGUE:  Premier 
dwtston:  Btawlch  2  Sloutpart  3;  Cractey  0 
EtSrgaheU  Hi  ft  Wsfaal  Wood  0  Wofer- 
hamplon  Casuals  1.  Westffeids  1  Gomal  1 
PONTOtS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  First  dbt- 


Sheffieid  Wed  2  Eveiion  ft  Tranmare  2 
Bolon  1.  Second  dMsion:  Coventry  3  hUI 
O:  Gnmsty  3  Aston  V3ie  ft 
AVON  INSURANCE  COMONATION:  First 
dhrisjon:  Queent  Part-  Rangers  2  Ports¬ 
mouth  0;  Wasl  Ham  1  Mtaal  0 
GREAT  MILLS  LEAGUE:  Premier  division: 
Bristol  Manor  Farm  4  Odd  Down  ft 
Bedewed  1  Caine  0.  Wsstbury  2  PauSon  3 
HELLENIC  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMsion: 
Swndon  Supemwine  1  BrocMeyO 
W7ERUNK  EXPRESS  MIDLAND  ALU- 
ANCEl  Bfauefi  2  Blairenea  1;  Choseiovwi  4 
West  Mtefoncfe  Pobce  0;  Perehae  0  Sand- 
wii  1:  RushaD  Olympic  3  Bofehal  Switfe.  1 
JEWSON  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMsfon: 
Fakanham  0  Hfifcteed  2:  StowmaikN  0  Diss 
1;  Wotten  2  Comerd  a  Wisbech  2  Great 
Ytvmouth  ft  Woodbndge  0  FeMstowe  1; 
Wtonham  0  Haverhi  0. 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE:  First  dM- 
ttfore  SManago  and  Herston  3  Cowes 
Sports  ft  Thatetem  2  Petefsfietd  1; 
Wlmboma  2  Eastfofoh  2 
ESSEX  SEWOfl  LEAGUE  Premier  effiri- 
sorr  Concord  1  Southend  Manor  0:  Sew- 
1  East  Ham  ft  Stansfod  0 


MINBTVA  SOUTH  MHTLANDS  LEAGUE: 
Premier  dMsfon:  Hoddesdon  1  Brache 
1;  Harpenden  0  London  Oofeey  1; 
Kernes  3  Wtfwyn  Garden  4. 
NORTH  WEST  COUNTES  LEAGUE  Firat 
division:  Burscouijh  1  Newcastle  Town  3. 
Eastwood  Hantey  0  SkefnwsdaJe  2.  RnJon 

3  Wdswove  1:  Sellred  0  Boorta  2 
NORTHERN  COUNTIES  EAST  LEAGUE 
Premier  dMsion:  Aimthorpe  Wettare  0 
HafiOtd  Man  ft  Brigg  1  Ossefl  Town  E 
UNUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE  Ffort 
dMsten:  Crowbreough  0  Haisham  3. 
SouttrwiCk  1  WcK  3 

W1NSTONLEAD  KBIT  LEAGUE:  Rret 
dMs»K  Fatkastane  tnvtda  4  Rams^aie  1. 
Tunbridge  Wells  0  Furness  2 


GERMAN  LEAGUE:  Beyer  Leverkusen  2 
Hansa  Restock  ft  UTOmgen  3  VTB  Stimgan 
4;  Hamburg  0  Cofogno  a 
UBEFTADORES  CUP:  Ooup  one:  Espoi 
(Ec)  1  Olmpie  (Part  0  (a  Quito)  Group 
two:  Defensor  Sporting  (Urn)  2  PenaoJ 
(Uni)  4  (at  Montevideo)  Group  three: 
America  da  CaH  (Col)  2  Guabu  (Btfl  0  (at 
Santa  Cruz.  BoSvu)  Group  tour  Coreitfii- 
ans  (Bt)  3  UnrveradacJ  Caiotca  (Chde)  2  (M 
Santiago)  Group  fiwe:  Mmerven  (Ven)  2 
San  Lorenzo  (Argil  2  (at  Puerto  Ordaz). 

- 

iceiibcKEY 

— — — 7 —  - - 

NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL):  Detroit  S  To¬ 
ronto  5;  Florida  5  Ottawa  2:  NY  Rangere  1 
Edmonton  4;  Phtoddpffifl  4  NYfetanfars  7; 

1  Arpheim  2:  Vancouver  3 
1 4. 

ICE  SKATING 

EDMONTON,  Canada:  Worid  champiore- 
sttfpc  k»  dance  fatter  compubory 
dances)  1, 0  Gnshuk  and  E  Batov  (Russ) 
04  lactorad  pis.  2.  A  Krylova  and  O 
OwaarrAo*  (Russ)  0  8  3.  S-L  Bourne  and 
V  Kraac  (Can  lft  4.  M  Anssne  ana  G 
Petzerai  (Fr)  16.  S,  I  FfomancMa  and  I 
Yaroshenko  (Utaj  2  ft  6. 1  LobalchevB  and  I 
Averbukh  (Rlbs)  24;  15.  M  Humphrey  and 
P  Askew  [LK)  60.  Pairs  (alter  short 
programmei.  1.  M  Woetzel  and  I  Sreuer 
rGer)  05:  ft  U  Ettsovs  and  A  Bustirn 
(Russ)  1 0:  3.  E  9vshti«ia  and  V  Narenov 
tj  J  5: 4.  O  hazafcova  and  A  Dnwriw 
jBS]  2  ft  5.  J  Mena  and  T  Sand  (USA)  2.5: 
16.  L  Rogers  end  M  Atored  (GB)  8  0 

RUGBY  UNION 

BUSA  CHAMPtONSHP:  Men's  final:  Car¬ 
diff  IHE  fi  Lougtteoiough  3.  Women's  final: 


1 5  Loughborough  32 
CLUB  MATCHES:  Bam  16  Army  2T. 
Lydney21  Gloucester  12;  Northampton  30 
RAF  18 

SKIING 

DOMES,  France:  British  Land  British 
downhl  ehampionsNpK  Man:  1.  G  Bel 
Imtri  l5S9sec:  ft  A  Freshwater  1-16.76, 3. 
D  Water  M725t  4.  R  Water  1:1731: 5i  J 
Ormond  1:17.71;  6.  A  Baxter  1.17.92. 
Mtoman:  1,  T  Pine  121.00:  ft  K  Motto 
1.22.46.  ft  R  Bradridge  130.73.  Juraora 
Mere  1,  F  Mckd  1:18.00,  ft  R  Green 
1:18  40:  ft  J  Moulder-Brown  i:i9J)l. 

TENNIS  "" 

ST  PETERSBURG,  Russia:  Men's  toume- 


bl  O 
T, 

-1: 

6-4:  J 

6- 4  :N  Marque© 

7- 6 


(Rusa)  1 
lov  (Uzb)  U,  4-6.  6-1;  J 
W  C-U  Steed  (Ger;  6-7.  $-2, 
1  (Swe)  ML  Roux  (Ft)  6-2, 
bt  N  Kufc  (Swe)  4-ft  6-2. 
IIU0DalaSre(Frt&4. 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 

LTTTLEW00DS:  Treble  chance-  24pts 
£52935.  23  £3400.  22  £2.20  (throe 
dividends  ontyl  Four  draws  £625  Ten 
homes  £839  05  Five  awoys  E26320 

VERNONS:  TreMe  charefe:  24 pe  £190.55. 
23  El7.ce.  Ten  homes:  £59550.  Five 
avays:  £58.55. 

ZETTBIS:  Treble  tharv*'  24pts  164  K.  23 
E350  (two  dvKfends  onM.  Few  draws 
£600  Eight  homes  £23  80  Four  eways 
£47  60.  Easy  bw  £92  40  Uidty  numbers  30 
IB  36  33  30  15 


Swimmers 
hampered 
by  gruelling 
schedule 

By  Craig  Lord 


BRITAIN’S  leading  swim¬ 
mers  are  faring  a  test  of  their 
stamina  as  well  as  their  skills 
at  the  Olympic  trials  in  Shef¬ 
field.  The  reason  is  that  the 
trials  will  be  conducted  over 
the  next  four  days  rather  than 
the  seven-day  period  which 
would  have  been  fairer  to  the 
competitors  and  offered  an 
environment  closer  to  the  one 
which  they  will  enoounter  in 
Atlanta. 

Almost  every  other  leading 
swimming  nation  has  opted  to 
have  its  trials  mirror  the 
Olympic  Games  programme, 
but  Britton  has  proved  penny- 
pinching  over  providing  con¬ 
ditions  that  would  have  better 
suited  its  swimmers  and  pre¬ 
pared  them  for  the  summer 
ahead. 

Take  Paul  Palmer,  one  of 
only  a  handful  of  realistic 
Olympic  medal  hopes.  Over 
the  next  three  days.  Palmer, 
coached  by  Ian  Turner  at 
Lincoln,  will  race  heats  and 
finals  of  200.  400  and  1,500 
metres  freestyle,  a  total  of 
4,200  metres  of  competitive 
raring.  His  is  one  among 
many  such  examples  at  Ponds 
Forge  pool,  where  the  best  two 
in  each  event  qualify  for  the 
Games  —  provided  the  sec¬ 
ond-placed  swimmer  has 
achieved  the  cut-off  time  in 
one  of  five  designated  meet¬ 
ings  over  the  past  nine 
months. 

Palmer's  entry  in  the  1.500 
metres,  an  event  in  which  he  is 
a  former  European  junior 
champion,  gives  the  trials  a 
rare  taste  of  the  intensity  of 
competition  endured  regulary 
by  the  likes  of  Americans  and 
Australians.  Only  two  swim¬ 
mers  per  nation  can  enter  each 
race,  so  either  Palmer,  lan 
Wilson,  who  was  second  at  the 
world  short-course  champion¬ 
ships  in  December,  or 
Graeme  Smith  —  all  three 
among  the  lop  sue  in  the  world 
over  the  pa st  year  —  will  miss 
thecuL 

A  similar  fate  awaits  one  of 
three  vying  for  a  berth  in  the 
100  metres  backstroke.  Martin 
Harris,  the  national  record- 
holder,  must  fend  off  Neil 
Willey,  the  teenager  who  fin¬ 
ished  second  at  the  world 
short-course  championships 
in  Harris’s  absence,  and 
Adam  Ruckwood,  who  is  bet¬ 
ter  over  200  metres. 

The  (rials  are  likely  to  be  a 
formality  for  the  likes  of  Sarah 
Hard  castle,  the  only  British 
swimmer  who  holds  an  inter¬ 
national  title  [800m  freestyle 
world  short-course  champi¬ 
on),  Mark  Foster  and  Nick 
Gillingham,  a  bronze  in  the 
200  metres  breaststroke  mak¬ 
ing  him  Britain's  only  medal 
winner  in  the  pool  at  Barcelo¬ 
na  four  years  ago. 


FOOTBALL 
Kjck-otl  73C  unless  stated 
European  Cup  Wfonera'  Cup 
Quarter-finals,  second  leg 


Monehenglaajach  (2) .... 

Paris  Saint-Germain  (0)  v  Parma  (1) . 

Rapid  Vienna  (1)  u  Dynamo  Moscow  (0) 
Real  Zaragoza  (0)  v 

Depcram  La  Caruria  (1) . . 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBJNATON:  Sec¬ 
ond  dMsion:  Torquay  v  Cheltenham  (7.45) 
PONTtNS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  First  dt 
vtttore  Stote  v  Leeds  (7.0) ;  West  Bronwrlch 
v  Nartngham  Forest  (7  0)  Second  (fi 
vision:  Aston  Via  v  MancHester  City  (7  (H 
lets  LEAGUE:  GuartSan  Insurance  Cup: 
fourth-round  replay.  Kings!  oman  v 
Heytortdga  Swills. 

BORD  GA1S  LEAGUE  OF  IRELAND: 
Premier  division:  Dundeflt  v  Shamrock 
(7.45). 

JEWSON  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMsion: 
HKWghLWtodvDfcs 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  Engfcth  Schools 
R#  FBm  Trophy:  Seml-feiat  Wateai!  v  East 
Baths  (at  WaisaB  FCI.  FA  Premier  League 
Under-IB  Trophy:  Hampshre  v  Essex  (at 
Southampton  Uiwascty.  ftO);  Merseyside  v 
Hunberwte  (4  LrUterTOOdS,  3301. 

OTHER  SPORT 

BOWLS:  Wbmen's  indoor  home  nter- 
naoonai  chempfonsrvps  fUaneffl). 
SNOOKER:  Embassy  world  champratohro 
quaftying  (Tettoid) 

SOUASH:  Eqiitebte  Life  Super  Series  ptay- 
orf  finals  (Hatfield). 

SWIMMING:  British  Olympic  mate 
(Sheffield) 

TABLE  TENNIS:  European  men's  league 
relegation  ptoy-ofl.  first  leg:  England  y 
Pttamr  (Btetctey) 
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Young  pretenders  challenge  world  No  1  in  her  favourite  fiefdom 

Davies  sets  the  highest  standard 


From  Patricia  Davies 
in  phoenix 

EARLIER  this  year,  when 
JoAnne  Carrier  let  it  be  known 
she  "would  be  standing  down 
as  captain  of  the  United  States 
Solheim  Cup  team,  there  was 
a  request  for  volunteers  to 
replace  her.  Helen  Dobson, 
from  Lincolnshire,  stood  up 
and  brought  the  house  down. 
Judy  Rankin  got  the  job  in  the 
end,  but  the  Europeans  —  plus 
an  exceptional  Australian  or 
two  —have  set  out  to  make  her 
task  as  difficult  as  possible. 

Their  aim  was  to  win  every 
event  on  the  Ladies  Profes¬ 
sional  Golf  Association 
(LPGAJTour  this  season,  shut¬ 
ting  ait  the  Americans. 
Liselotte  Neumann,  the  Swede 
with  the  smoothly  cultured 
swing,  won  two  of  the  first 
four  tournaments  and  Karrie 
Webb,  the  21-year-old  Austra¬ 
lian  who  won  die  Weetabix 
Women's  British  Open  last 
August  won  another.  The 
third  event  however,  was  won 
by  Meg  Mallon.  a  cheerful, 
freckle-faced  American. 

Mahon,  a  former  US  Open 
champion,  did  well  to  win 
while  she  amid,  for  the  Stan¬ 
dard  Register  Ping  event 
which  starts  today  at  Moon 
Valley  Country  Club  in  Phoe¬ 
nix.  Arizona,  has  become  the 
personal  fiefdom  of  Laura 
Davies,  still  the  world  No  I 
according  to  the  Ping 
ieaderboard,  the  women’s 
equivalent  of  the  Sony 
rankings. 

Davies,  now  32.  missed  the 
cut  in  Tucson  last  week  — 
Neumann  won  —  and  was 
hampered  by  a  bad  back, 
caused,  she  thought  b y  an 
excess  of  tennis  and  cricket 
during  her  weeks  off  at  home. 
She  also  putted  poorly  —  “I 
hit  17  greens  last  Friday  and 
was  only  one  under  par”  — 
and.  clad  in  a  penguin-pat¬ 
terned  shirt  gave  the  putter 
reps  palpitations  as  she  tried 
out  their  wares  under  the 
desert  sun. 

Davies  and  her  caddie,  her 
cousin.  Matthew,  went  to  Las 
Vegas  for  the  Bruno  v  Tyson 
heavyweight  boxing  encoun¬ 
ter.  "It  was  the  best  sporting 
event  I*ve  ever  been  to.”  Da¬ 
vies.  a  Bruno  fan,  said.  ‘The 
pre-fight  build-up  was  bril¬ 
liant"  Inveterate  gambler 
though  she  is.  she  did  not  have 
any  money  on  the  outcome. 
“You  couldnt  get  close  to  the 
bookies,  tile  queues  were  30 
deep.” 


Davies’s  powerful  driving  still  makes  her  the  player  the  best  of  the  rest  must  beat  at  Moon  Valley  this  week.  Photograph:  Tony  White 


Not  too  many  people  will  bet 
against  Davies  at  Moon  Val¬ 
ley,  where  she  has  won  for  the 
past  two  years,  but  she  faces 
formidable  opposition,  not 
least  from  two  youngsters: 
Annika  Sorenstam,  25.  of  Swe¬ 
den.  who  won  enough  awards 
to  last  a  lifetime  in  1995.  and 
Webb,  who  leads  the  money- 
list  after  her  first  lew  weeks  on 
the  US  tour.  She  has  won 
more  than  $200,000  faster 
than  any  player  in  LPGA 
history. 

Sorenstam  enjoyed  a  sea¬ 
son  she  knows  that  she  is 
unlikely  ever  to  repeat  She 
won  the  Women’s  US  Open, 
topped  the  money-lists  on  both 
sides  of  the  Atlantic,  was 
player  of  the  year  in  the 
United  States. 

She  also  picked  up.  she 
reckoned,  more  than  15 
awards.  She  was  Athlete  of  the 
Year  in  Sweden,  the  first 
golfer  to  win  the  country's 
highest  sporting  honour,  her 
name  now'alongside  those  of 


superstars  such  as  Bjorn  Borg 
and  Ingemar  Stenmark. 

Everything  came  in  such  a 
rush  that  Sorenstam  took  five 
weeks  off  over  Christmas  and 
the  new  year,  taking  stock  of 
what  she  had  done,  planning 
how  to  cope,  discussing  the 
future  with  David  Esch,  her 
fianc£  (the  wedding  date  is  set 


Davies:  the  trophy 
was  hers  in  1994 


but  secret),  cooking,  playing 
with  her  cat.  Nelson,  and 
generally  just  being  normal.  It 
meant  she  did  not  play  in  the 
Chrysler-Plyinouth  Tourna¬ 
ment  of  Champions  in  early 
January,  which  drew  crit¬ 
icism.  “1  understand  that,” 
Sorenstam  said,  “but  I  need  a 
bit  of  understanding,  too.  I 
was  mentally  drained.  I'm  a 
human  being  and  I  needed  a 
break.  I  can’t  be  everywhere 
and  I  am  going  to  be  out  here 
for  years.” 

'  Sorenstam  admitted  she 
was  still  “walking  on  clouds” 
but  she  should  have  little 
trouble  keeping  in  touch  with 
reality,  something  thai  has 
never  bothered  the  inestima¬ 
ble  Muffin  Spencer-Devlin, 
who  is  still  convinced  she 
was  King  Arthur  in  another 
existence.  Muffin'S  recent  deri¬ 
sion  to  come  out  —  to  admit 
that  she  is  a  lesbian — merited 
five  pages  in  Sports  Illustrat¬ 
ed.  Guinevere,  however,  was 
unavailable  for  comment 


Have  a  snot  at 
winning  a  trip  to 
the  1996  Olympic 
Gomes  with  Visa. 


Applg  for  a  NatWest  Visa  Card  right  now. 


Went  to  win  o  trip  for  two,  to  see  the 
world's  greatest  athletes  live?  Then  oppli; 
tor  o  Nat  West.  Visa  cares  snow  and  uoa 
coiiia  t;no  u  our  self  at  the  Vise,  sponsored 


or  ocp  into  goer  ■ :  e  r.  r .  s'  Nc’vVc-s;  bto-’ch 


Olumoic  Gs 


Call  0800  616  848 


For  further  information  and  on  cppileoticn 
form  call  0800  616  84 8.  send  off  the  coupon 


hmi;  P  ;  -I  ,  '  ■  i  i 
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&  Nat  West 

More  than  just  a  bonk 
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Closjnqjjgte  for  entries  30  April  1996 

Credit  Cords  ore  ftntjavottatfc  to  pmons  oqed  18  of  over  and  subject  to  status  aid  ggn&tiore.  MatWest  Vso  APR  23A*  fat  purchases  oral  2S3X  for  cadi  otfronrg.  kuhicct  to 
cost  boroinq  Tetj,  ifiekKBrtg  the  purenose  of  curoncy  and  WOvefars"  cheques.  Th*  cmni  fee  r$  £  t  Z  If  tht  Prinopoi  Cardholder  maintains  bath  NatWest  Access  Ond  Visa 

^P**^®^**™^**5  *?***?*, ** ** d“»ed  to *** oaxu^  ^ **  *» oo""1 «»■■*  a«»^ ^  be 21^ pureftoso and EL» far 

odwnws  (Affect  to  acasfc  hand**}  feeL  ndudmq  the  purchase  of  fomqn  cun  aw,  and  uwcSerf  cheques.  H  the  wwor*^  bctonce  on  pur  ironHysUftmmt  bless  thon 
E5.  ijwi  must  poy  tt  off  wjthe  tjuejxte  shown  on  ywg  statenem.  B  ijtxir  QVtstafTdmq  bdonce  te  more  then  £5,  gou  n*gt  pay  £5  or  3%  of  the  optstonctnq  bdoneg.  whichever  is  toe 
qreMftf.  A  aah  hBnAig^fce  of  \5X  bwrwwn  etwty  of  £1.501.  is  pqmble  on  eoch  cash  othottce  aid  the  purchase  of  foreign  currency  aid  trovefas*  cheques  An  odministrotiou 
a  ihelnansorthwDTnounlBpoy^  on  each  fcwoqnairrencqlraiWBCtion.  Hie  wtertna^lheonraint  fee  reid  e<^  handing  fee  iBo^wnt 


Feherty  back  in 
the  old  routine 

From  Mel  Webb  in  us  bon 


THE  brilliant  one-liner,  the 
rapier-fast  jibe  aimed  as  often 
at  himself  as  at  others,  has 
always  been  David  Fehertys 
stock  in  trade.  But  in  the 
blackest  times  of  a  miserable 
winter  last  year,  the  Irish 
golfer's  mordant  wit  made 
him  more  Pagliacri  than  Puck; 
behind  the  down's  face  there 
was  term  ofl  and  misery  being 
enacted  in  what  has  always 
been  an  overactive  mind. 

A  grind  in  gfy  unsuccessful 
and  increasingly  unhappy 
two-year  sojourn  on  the  US 
PGA  Tour  ended  with  his 
professional  life  in  tatters  and 
his  personal  life  in  rags.  He 
did  not  hold  on  to  his  player’s 
card,  then  failed  to  win  it  back 
at  the  tour’s  school,  and  he 
was  just  completing  a  divorce 
from  Caroline,  his  wife. 

He  lost  wright  dramatically, 
and  if  the  one-liners  did  not 
completely  dry  up,  they  were 
less  frequent  and  seemed 
forced.  Feherty ’S  emotions 
were  In  a  turmoil. 

It  was  emotion  that  led  him 
to  announce  publidy  that  his 
playing  career  was  over. 

It  was  emotion  that  told  him 
that  it  was  no  longer  worth 
putting  in  the  effort  and 
getting  nowhere. 

It  was  emotion  that  led  him 
to  talk  to  Sam  Torrance,  his 


Feherty:  happy  again 
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Answers  from  page  42 
ZEITGEIST 

(c)  The  general  intellectual,  moral,  political  and  cultural  spirit  of  an  age 
For  example,  the  Zeitgeist  of  today's  younger  generation  indudes 
conservationist  Greenery,  equality  of  opportunity,  the  computer  game, 
the  loud  pap  song  and  the  gore  (Dm. 

FLAGITIOUS 

fa)  Grossly  criminal,  utterly  disgraceful,  shamefully  wicked:  just  about 
the  strongest  condemnatory  adjective  in  the  book.  From  the  Latin 
Jlagitium  a  crime,  sin  and  shockingly  bad  behaviour.  Government 
reports  favour  milder  epithets  such  as  incompetent,  misleading  and 
sophisticaL  In  Rome  Jlagitium  was  punished  by  throwing  a  book  even 
rockier  than  the  Scott  report  at  the  offender. 

CALEFACIENT 

to  A  medicinal  agent  producing  a  feeling  erf  warmth,  such  as  the  military 
tot  of  rum  before  winter  night  patrol  From  the  Latin  for  “warownaking-. 
As  you  pass  round  the  cogjiac,  you  could  cry  saying:  "Calefaaent, 
anyone?” 

SPHRAG1STICS 

(a)  The  study  of  engraved  seals.  From  the  Greek  for  such  a  seal.  A  useful 
know-all-d rapping  term,  as  in,  "When  I  was  reading  Sphragistics  at  New 
Hall"  The  study  might  seem  inoffensive  though  obscure,  but  the  cruelty 
of  the  original  engraving  process  in  a  world  that  disapproves  of  seal- 
culling  seems  barbaric.” 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE 

l  Nc7*!  Qjcc7  2QrfM  Bxf7  3  BxI7 checkmate.  Full  marks  for  l  Qxf7+  which 
is  also  devastating. 


WE  ARE  NOW  OFFERING  READERS  OF  THE  TIMES  FREE  DELIVERY  OF 
THE  ITEMS  LISTED  BELOW  AT  STANDARD  RETAIL  PRICE  -  OFFER 
APPLIES  UK  ONLY  —REST OF  WORLD  ADD  El  PER  ITEM  —STERLING  OR  US 
$  CHEQUES  ONLY  -  (U  «  $US 1.50). 
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Con  trick  in 
Eldorado 

If  the  Snakes  Don’t  Get  Yon . .  Radio  4. 2D0pm. 

Paul  Tomlinson  doesn’t  use  the  wards,  so  I  will.  They  are:  con  trick. 
SSn  learnt  the  full  extent  of  it  whm  he  went  out  to  South  Africa 
to  graver  the  roots  of  his  ancestors  who  emigrated  to  the  Ope  in 
I8ffl  TheBritish  Government  hit  on  a  way  of  cutting  tiielengthoung 
Bites  queues.  It  offered  cheap  postage  for 

wS**?! The  EfinkmA 
barren  land.  Worse,  they  were  used  as  a  buffer  against  raids  from 
hostile  Africans  across  the  border.  All  in  all.  it  was  a  shameful 
chapter  in  British  colonial  history. 

Soundtrack:  Bucks  in  the  USSR.  Radio  4. 730pm. 

Imoeen  Edwards-Jones  wrote  The  Taming  of  the  Eagle,  a  book  about 
Russa  in  the  first  100  days  after  communism  collapsed.  She  knew 
what  it  was  like,  having  lived  and  worked  there  Tomgbt.  she  repons 
on  what  is  happening  in  Russia  now.  never  she  wntes  asequd  to  The 
Tamine  of  the  Eagle,  she  might  call  it-77n?  Gathering  of  the  Vultures. 
TTie  scavengers  are  the  money-driven  twentysometiungs  from  the 

West  whose  hungry  companies  have  swooped  on  Russia  and  are 
souee2ing  the  last  rouble  out  of  its  economy.  “Twisted,  perverted, 
voune  men.”  an  older,  wiser  Westerner  calls  them.  He  says  these 
omunerrial  widebqys  are  much  in  need  of  a  bit  of  avijjsation  under 
their  belts.  Peter  Davalfc 


dose  friend  and  fellow  Ryder 
Cup  player,  who  told  him  that 
he  was  making  a  mistake. 

And  it  was  emotion  that 
returned  him  ro  the  surround¬ 
ings  that  brought  him  his 
greatest  success,  the  PGA 
European  Tour.  It  has  been 
the  happiest  of  returns.  In  a 
professional  sense,  Feherty 
has  come  home,  has  a  second 
and  a  fourth  to  his  name  in 
four  tournaments,  and  is  four¬ 
teenth  in  the  European 
money-list  as  he  goes  into  his 
fifth  tournament,  the  Ftortu- 
guese  Open,  which  starts  at 
Aroeira  near  here  today. 

He  was  asked  if  he  felt 
himself  to  be  at  a  crossroads  in 
his  darkest  moments.  “Not  so 
much  a  crossroads,”  he  said. 
“My  mind  was  more  like 
Spaghetti  Junction,  there  was 
so  much  going  cn  in  there.’ 

He  was.  however,  potential¬ 
ly  playing  the  game  better 
than  he  ever  had.  “My  engine 
was  running  perfectly,”  he 
said.  “The  trouble  was,  there 
was  nobody  at  the  wheeL” 
Now  there  is;  and  he  has 
found  himself  back  on  the 
right  road  with  ambitions  —  a 
sixth  European  tour  win  for  a 
start  then  a  place  in  the  next 
Ryder  . Cup  team.  He  intends 
to  play  a  score  or  moo 
tournaments  in  Europe,  inter¬ 
spersed  with  visits  to  his  home 
in  Dallas,  to  be  with  his  sons. 

S  hey  and  Rory. 

He  has  also  found  personal 
happiness  again  in  the  person 
of  Anita  Schneider,  a  sales 
executive  from  Mississippi 
whom  he  met  on  a  blind  date 
and  who  exercised  her  Leap 
Year  privilege  by  proposing  to 
Feherty  on  February  29. 

“What  did  you  say,  David?" 
somebody  asked.  Long  and 
considered  thought,  then:  “1 
think  it  went  something  along 
the  lines  of  *Yes,  please,’  as  I 
recall  it.”  David  Feherty  is 
back;  and  European  golf  is  the 
better  for  it. 


RADIO  1 


FM  Steieo  AOOam  CJive  Warren  &SO 
Chris  Evans  9JX>  Simon  Mayo  12*0 
Lisa  1' Anson  ind  at  12JJ0-12-4^an 
NoMStest  ana  at  1-1S  The  Net  2JtO 
Ncky  Campbell  4.00  Mark  Goociw.  ret 
5_3(V5-45  NawsbeaL  and  at  6.15  The 
Net  7jjQ  Evening  Session  ftOO  ColKns 
aid  Maccne  s  Hit  Parade  10-00  «W»n 
Peel  Midnight  Ctarre  SJurgess.  ind  at 
12.15am  The  Net  _ 


RADIO  2 


FU  Stereo  fijOOmn  Sarah  Kennedy 
6.1S  Pause  lor  Thought  7.30  Wake  Up 
10  Wogan  9.15  Pause  tor  TTmugHI  030 
Ken  Bruce  ind  at  1000  Pick  olthe  Hits 
11.30  Jimmy  Young  2-OOpm  Debbie 
Thrower  3L30  Alex  Lester  5.05  P3M 
Hensy  7X10  Laughter  in  the  Air  730 
David  Aten  9 -DO  Paul  Jones  10.00 
Shared  Experience  1030  The  Jame- 
8ons12J05am  Sue  MrXSarry.  Wd  at  1,30 
Pause  tor  Thought  X00  aeve  Madden 


RADIO  5  LIVE 


5.00am  Morning  Reports  &00  The 
BtaaMasi  Programme  fnc«  6J55,  7.55 
Racing  preview  &3S  The  Magazine  ind 
10.35  Euonews  11.30  Heafth  News 
1240  Midday  with  Man  ind  1224pm 
Moneycheck  1.15  Entertainment  News 
2.05  Ruscoe  on  Five  md  at  3.15  Prime 
Ministers  Question  Time  4JJ0  Nation¬ 
wide.  ind  5j45  Entertainment  News  7J» 
News  Extra  ind  at  720  Sport  73S  On 
the  UneBJXt  Women  on  Top  9l05 
SportsAmerica  1005  News  Talk  11-00 
Night  Extra  t2-05am  Night  Moves  205 
UpAI  Nigts 


TALK  RADIO 


6O0m  Sandy  Warr  700  Sbnon  Bales 
1000  Jonattan  King  1200  Tommy 
Boyd  200pm  Anne  Ftaebum  400  Scdtl 
Chisholm  700  Sean  Bofgar  900  Maz 
Dee  1000  James  Whale  lOMOOam 
(an  Cofins 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AS  «mes  in  GMT.  soOm  Newsday 
530  Europe  Today  600  Newsday  600 
Europe  Today  700  News  7.15  Oft  the 
Shed  700  Network  UK 800 Wbrid  News 
8.10  Words  of  Faitfi  8.15  Conposer  of 
the  Month  805  Good  Books  9.00  News 
ri  German  9.15  Sports  International 
905  Sport  1000  Newsdesk  1DOD  BBC 
English  1005  Off  the  Shelf  11.00 
Newsdesk  1130  World  Ranking  1200 
News  1205pm  Business  12.15  Britain 
Today  12.30  Assignment  1.00 
Nswshour  ZOO  News 205  Outlook  200 
Multitrack  ZOO  News  in  German  Z15 
Learning  World  Z30  Network  UK  400 
News  4.15  World  Today  400  News  m 
German  500  Eirope  Today  530 
Business  50S  Sport  600  Newsdesk 
600  News  in  German  700  News  7.01 
Outlook  70S  Words  of  Faith  730  Jcta 
Peel  BOO  Newdnur  900  News  905 
Business  8.15  Brftatn  Today  900 
Mercian  1000  Newdesk  1000  World 
Today  1045  Sport  IIOQ  News  11.10 
Take  Rye  11.15  Network  UK  1105 
Health  Matters  RfldnigM  Newsdesk 
1200am  On  the  Move  12.45  Bmain 
Today  1.00  News  1.10  Press  Ftevrow 
1.15  MneMds  1-45  Global  Concerns 
ZOO  Newsday  200  DramaZOO  World 
News  Z15  Sport  300  Focus  on  Faith 
4.00  Newsdesk  400  Europe  Today 


CLASSIC  FM 


4-OQam  Mark  Griffiths  600  Mhe  Read 
9JOO  Henry  Ka*y  1200  Susannah 
Simons  2O0pm  Concerto  300  Jamie 
Cnck  600  Nawsnight  600  Sonata  7.00 
Travel  Guide  800  Everang  Concert 
Inckides  Strawrsky  (The  Rle  of  Spmg) 
1000  Michael  Mappfn  1.00am  Mel 
Gooper 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


fiOOem  Russ  'n  JonoOOO  ffichard 
Skinner  1200  Graham  Dene  4.00pm 
Mcky  Home  700  Paul  Coyte  10.00 
Mark  Forest  200000am  Robm  Barks 


RADIO  3 


6O0am  On  Air.  Onslow  | 

Quartet  in  B  minor,  i 
Schubert  (Symphony  No  8  In 
B  minor,  Unfinished):  Britten 
(Four  See  Interludes,  Peter 
Grimes);  Tetemam  (Double 
Chatunieaux  Concerto  No  1  in 
D  minor);  Cole  Porter  (Snake 
in  the  Grass);  Bach  (Cantata 
No  140.  Wachef  Aut,  ruft  uns 
dfeStlmme) 

900  Uonring  CoBecOon  wllh 
Paul  GnnbaccinL  Telemann 
(SuitB;  Don  Ouichotfe  auf  der 
Rochzeft  des  Gomachd); 
Mussorgsky  (The  Nursety, 
excerpts):  Schisnann 
(Symphony  No  3  in  E  flat) 
10.00  Musical  Encounters. 

Roberger  (Tombeau  sur  la 
mort  de  M  Btancheroche; 
CapricdofV):  ULOB  Artists  of 
the  Week-  JidHard  Quartet 
Berthoven  (Stnng  Quartet  in 
F.  Op  135);  1035  Messiaen 
(Cinq  rechants,  No  4);  Mozart 
(String  Qufttet  In  D);  Mar&ifl 

12JJ0  CompcwBrsof  toe  Week: 
The  Court  of  Frederick  toe 
Great  Occasional  music  by 
Frederick  Mmseif, 

C.  P.  E  Bach.  C.  H.  Graun, 

J.  A.  Ha8se  and  Mozart 
1.00  Aire  and  Affections. 
Highfights  oflate-Baroque 
opera  (2/4) 

ZOO  Schools.  Radio  Showcase 
2jQ5  Something  to  Think 
About  Z40  Music  Workshop 
zoo  Ragtime.  Works  by  Debussy 
and  Stravinsky 

Z10  The  Fifties:  Made  for  TV. 
Metvyn  Bragg  looks  back  at 
aneoBonra  Monitor 
Z25  Vale  at  Glamorgan  Festival 
1995.  The  opening  concert 
from  last  year's  festival. 

Michael  Take  (Ash);  Michael 


_ _ :  The  Piano);  L 

_ Torke  (Saxophone 

Concerto);  Martin  Butler  (On 
the  Rocks);  Gavin  Btyars  (The 
Green  Ray) 

SJQO  The  Hume  Machine.  The 
BBC  Singers  under  Stephen 
CJeobuty  perform  pieces 
specially  composed  by 
students  from  London 
schools 

5.15  In  Tune.  Linda  Ormiston's 
guest  is  the  Irumpefer  John 
Wallace.  Incfoding  Verdi 
{Overture;  Luisa  Mtier); 

Johann  Strauss,  son,  an  Berg 
(VUaflz:  Wine.  Women  and 
Song);  Berio  (Folk  Songs} 

7.30  Royal  Liverpool 
Phfthannorto  under  Jetzy 
Maksymiuk;  Rascher 
Saxophone  Quartet;  lan 
Tracey,  orgaa  Barber  (Adagio 
for  strrngst:  Phifip  Glass 
(Concerto  tar  Saxophone 
Quartet);  Z10  The  Fifties:  hi 
the  Fifties,  by  Peter 
Vansittart;  Z30  Sarit-Saens 
(Symphony  No  3  in  C  minor, 
organ) 

9.25  The  FWtac  Made  for  TV. 

This  Week 

9.30  The  SoraieL  The  Irish  poet 
Brendan  Kennetly  discusses 
his  use  and  understeixfing  ol 
the  sonnet  lotm 

930  Intersections.  Fretwork 
performs  music  lor  viols  by 
Purcefl,  Pictorth  aid  Tye  (2/4) 
10.45  Night  Waves.  Richard 
Holmes  and  Richad  Cotes 
discuss  Coleridge's  genius 
11-30-1Z30am  The  BSC 

Orchestras.  BBC  Symphony 
Orchestra  under  Jki 
Betohlaveft  Dvorak  (Wind 
Serenade  in  D  miner,  Op  44); 
Suk  (Serenade  lor  strings  m  E 
HaL  Op  6)  (r) 


RADIO  4 


5^am  Shipping  Forecast  (LW 
only)  6j00  News  Briefing  6.10 
Fanrwig  Today  BJtS  Prayer 
for  the  Day.  with  Dr  Christine 
Trevett  6L30  Today  ind  at 
7-00, 730,  ZOO,  Z30  News 
7^5,  &2S  Sport  7^5 
Thought  lor  the  Day,  with 
John  Newtxjry  aAO  Yesterday 
in  Parfiament  &58  Weather 
9 too  News  atoS  The  Moral  Maze 
10to0-10^0  News;  A  Utile  of 
What  You  Irancy  {FM  only). 
David  Jason  stars  as  Pop 
Larkin  and  Pam  Ferris  as  Ma 
in  the  final  episode  of  Eric 
Pringle's  dramatisation  of  the 
novel  by  H.  E.  Bales 
lOtoO  DaSy  Sendee  (LW  only) 

^  We  (LW  only) 

1050  Woman’s  Hour.  Introduced 
by  Jenni  Murray 
1 1 50  From  Our  Own 

Correspondent 

IZtoO  News;  You  and  Yours.  With 
Chris  Choi 

1Z25pm  The  British  F8m 

Studkw.  FBm  historian  John 
Hfrttey  treks  around  the  sites 
of  Britain's  film  studios  This 

programme  features  Bernard 

yomaus.  director  at 

Twdrenham  Studios  in  the 

«  1930s  12^5  Weather 

100  ^5l.Wortd  ®*  °UB- With  Nick 

„  Gertie 

1^0  Ine  Archers  (r)  155 

2-°°  tithe  Snake*  Don't 
....  See  Choice 

100  Shift. 

With  Dare  Brahan 
4.00  News  4.05  Kaiddoscooe 

Men.  eftected  by  Harold 
PintCT  in  Bristol,  and  talks  to 
eabeSe  Huppert  and  Anna 


4to5  Short  Story;  Speechless  by 
Rsffihet  Bitfington  Bead  by 
John  Hartley,  live  from  the 
London  Book  Fair 
5  toO  PM.  With  Chris  Lowe  and 
Jackie  Hardgrave 

5-45  Patty  Political  Broadcast  by 

the  Conservative  Party  5.50 
Shipping  Forecast  5^5 
Weather 

6toO  Six  O'Ciocfc  News 
650  Darting  You  Were 

Marvellous.  Sandi  Toksvlg 
begins  a  second  series  of  the  . 
improvised  panel  show 
X-00  News  755  The  Archeia  . 
750  Soundtrack.  Bucks  in  the 
„  USSR.  Sea  Choice 
atoo  Analysis.  The  Elusive  Peace. 
Peter  Kellner  chairs  a 
discussion  on  the  prospects 
for  a  permanent  peace  in 
Northern  Ireland 

8-45  ^nger  than  Bction.  Aral 
Pfinng,  a  writer  for  chfldren, 
considers  the  impact  of 
tearing  the  Passion  story  (or 
the  first  time  (4/6) 

9.00  Dose  He  Take  Sugar? 

Pfesented  by  Frederick  Dove 
950  Kaleidoscope  (r) 

10.00  The  World  Tonight 
1045  Book  at  Bedtime:  Pterric  at 
Hanging  Rock,  by  Joan 
Lindsay  (4/10)  (ri 

11.00  slaughter  in  the  Dark.  The 
final  part  of  Marius  Brill's 
«  klSSS  2?  "hodumits 
1150-1250  Postcard  from 

1ZJ)0  1257am  Weather 

1«0  The  Urt*  Book: 

Mehotand.  Julian  Barnes 
tite  °wn  first  novel 
WHJ  12^8  Shaping 
Forecast  1.00  As  World 
Service 


.  European  Pariauuent  -  furie  !994  (HB)  £SL  The  Times  Good  Unhwaky  Guide 
1W546  [PBJ  fS.99-TO  Wcrid  Orpursdiom  (HQ  E16J9. 

THE  TIMES  MAPS  (Folded):  JUST  14.99  EACH  -  The  Wrirfd.  Udand.  British 
Isles.  Canada.  NEW:  Europe,  N  America.  S  America.  Africa,  China. 

Send  cheques  wt*  enter  payable  to  Atom  lid  55  Manor  Lane.  London  SE13  5QW. 
DdhwyioSdays  (UK).  Tel  0181^52  4575  £Hhr^  No  credit  cards. 


FREQUENCY  GUIDE.  RADIO  1  FM 

3-  FM  905-92.4  RAD1Q  ^ Z  W  88-°- 
™  RADIO  5  UVE.  MW  603.  8M  wnnfSf  ^  LW  196;  MW 
198  (1Z45-555am).  CLASSIC  PM  Fu°irv?,  MW  645:  LW 

1K5:  MW  1197.  1215.  TALK  RADIOMUK.at!i?-,iJ2?G,N  HAWO'  ™ 
raflo  teftigs  wmpnedff  pSJ^nl053’  ^.Television 
ftosemary  Smith  and  Susan  ThwUrm  °e*'  GBbm  “ 


w 


> 

it-*! : ; ..  ’ 

n^;;;  ■ 


jin1 


rif- 


r.. 

Ni-'., 
•tfl 


,i!'v  • 


in^V 

-W ■ 
-111.!1.*. 
tthi1'1'!...- 

frir'"1’  ‘ 
V'-! 

frx'1'''  '.  . 

kTrn'r.  • 
ii.ni,’£:  . . 

Tfov.: 

iht1  ■  . 


6.008 

SHOBt*-;" 

S»C*lC*‘ 
R  wr** 

2jOOW^  -. 

IZB#17' '  ~ ,  ■ 
12J30Gc":  .  ... 
1JOOD-e 

1-®NeS:  : 
2  "«  ■ 
ffc»S  ' 

1 jdi'tX'-; 

3j= 


The 


SJ5Ni'5r:/* 

L30fle?r':  “' 
700Tk:’": 

ZOOA'-e- 


UOAur.i  <■ 

MEUv-s 

USiSK-’* 


HUB 


GO£ 


si;? 


lOSuifr.:- 


r- ,t:  ... 


!■« 


•31- 


IW.  " 


Maxey, 


’a,  ■ 

m  ■■  ;  B 
■/? : " 


IVil 


11 


f- 


u»i; 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  MAPru  a  19% 


TELEVISION  47 


When  the  next  television  sei 
is  delivered  and  1  find 
tnar  the  man  on  the 
I  suwanese  assembly  fine  has  omit¬ 
ted  the  V  for  Violence  chip,  [  shall 
nng  up  Virginia  Bottomley  and 
she  wfll  arrive  in  her  little  blue  van 
and  her  slinky  blue  overalls 
wearing  a  baseball  cap  back  to 
front. 

She  will  unscrew  the  back  of  my 
set  and  before  she  can  fit  the  V-chip 
in  exchange  for  60p,  I  shall  hand 
her  £1.20  and  she  will  say: 
“Wossat  guvT  And  l  shall  say; 
“That  is  for  the  P  for  Pointless  chip, 
which  I  require  in  addition  to  the  V 
for  Violence  chip.  Wifi  that  be  four 
sugars,  or  six?" 

After  Virginia,  in  her  sturdy 
Reeboks,  has  squelched  out  of 
sight  across  the  mudslide  that  is 
my  drive,  my  life  will  change.  No 
longer  wifi  I  glance  at  the  tele¬ 
vision  listings,  say  the  dread  words 
"this  looks  interesting'’  and  spend 
the  next  hour  wishing  I  had 


Violent  men,  tender  men  and  misfits 

‘  tplainrinrt 


fora  walk!  d08UnakCn  thc,caUK;, 
:  N”'the  f^hip  will  fr„;  mi-  from 
",an!£l reIcasc  me  from  (espcdal- 
yl  documentanes  that  start  no¬ 
where  and  finish  up  nowhere  else. 

Ii^UrW?Jlt,,the  b,um  in  Wd 

nESrlr&ii  **  reIcased  f”Jm  the 

^iBSen,TtaeS:TraCyand 

Tlie  root  of  this  tedious,  preten¬ 
tious  piece  of  nothing,  shown  last 
mght.  was  a  real  tragedy.  At 
Christmas  19*4.  Tracy  Merlcns, 
aged.  31,  was  abducted  in 
Birmingham  by  two  men  who  took 
her  to  a  church  in  Cheshire.  There 
they  sei  fire  to  her.  Tracy  lived  far 
lb  hours.  So  bad  were  her  bums 
that  when  the  hospital  put  heron  a 
drip.  I  he  fluids  leached  out 
ihrnugh  her  skin. 

Joey  Kavanagh,  a  known  drug 
addict,  had  been  her  partner  for  15 
yarx  and  the  police  believe  the  two 
abductors  were  actually  looking 
for  him.  It  probably  had  some¬ 


thing  to  do  with  money.  The  case 
was  heavily  publicised  at  the  time, 
nohndy  was  ever  caught  and 
although  Joey  was  certainly  not 
involved  in  the  murder,  he  refuses 
to  say  whether  he  knows  who 
might  have  done  it 

So.  tragic.  But  Modem  Times 
got  no  further  than  the  police 
nave.  The  programme  de¬ 
ployed  every  filmic  gimmick,  slow 
motion,  black  and  white,  slow 
pans  over  mundane  artefacts,  but 
none  served  to  hide  die  fori  that 
Modem  Times  knew  nothing 
worth  knowing.  All  the  pro¬ 
gramme  did  was  retread  the  old 
lyres  of  this  drab  vehicle,  a  tale  of 
low-life,  monosyllabic  misfits  in 
which  the  only  people  one  cared 
about,  apart  from  the  dead  Tracy, 
were  the  couple’s  two  children, 
smashing,  bemused  kids  adrift  in 
the  flotsam  of  their  father's  life. 

Modern  Times  asked  no  new 
questions,  such  as  how  come  these 
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children  arc  living  in  such  an 
atmosphere,  and  extracted  no  new 
answers.  It  happens  that  the  scries 
producer,  Stephen  Lambert,  has 
been  responsible  for  some  distin¬ 
guished  work.  But  this  was  not 
that.  Hiis  was  gazing  into  the 
sewer  in  order  to  tell  us  that  it 
smells.  1  think  we  knew  that. 

Joey  was  the  least  of  the  men  on 
BBG2  last  night,  in  more  ways 
than  one.  Elsewhere  we  had  the 


male  angle  on  inter-war  courtship 
and  one  man's  angle  on  violence 

towards  women,  the  latter  in  a 
curious  little  ten-minuie  show 
called  A  Bad  Tune  to  be  a  Man. 

Curious  because  the  man  who 
made  the  film  was  shown  but  not 
identified  by  name.  Therefore  ev¬ 
eryone  who  recognises  him  will 
know  who  he  is  but  the  rest  of  us, 
not  recognising  him.  might  as  well 
know  his  name  because  we  aren’t 
going  to  meet  him  anyway. 

The  man  in  question  had  been 
brought  up  in  a  home  without  men 
and  had  gone  into  the  Army, 
where  he  discovered  that  playing 
chess  relieved  violent  emotions. 
These  had  surfaced  again  in  his 
marriage  but  he  found  treatment 
and  cure,  if  cure  there  be. 

Routine  stuff.  So  was  his  con¬ 
cluding  statement  that  "extremist" 
feminism  had  "caused  men  to  feel 
inadequate  and  insecure".  I  would 
have  thought  there  was  more  to 
male  insecurity  than  that  Inti  this 


was  turning  into  a  night  when 
more  uutstions  were  left  hanging 


more  questions  were  li 
than  received  answers. 


If  you  could  stand  any  more 
men  (well,  |TV  had  a  football 
match}.  A  Man’s  World:  The 
Lover  (BBC2)  had  a  lot  mure  going 
for  iL  This,  the  third  in  a  series 
about  attitudes  to  masculinity  in 
the  first  half  of  the  century,  focused 
on  courtship  in  the  inter-war 
years. 

Were  men  taught  etiquette  then? 
One  thought  he  had  been.  He  was 
told  that  you  went  up  the  stairs  of  a 
bus  behind  a  lady  in  case  she  fell 
backwards  and  came  down  the 
stairs  in  front  of  her  in  case  she  fell 
forwards.  1  was  taught  that.  too. 
long  after  the  war.  By  then,  the 
trouble  was  finding  a  bus. 

Class  differences  shaped  the 
approach  to  romance.  Upper-crust 
men  drifted  into  marriage  within 
their  own  tight  circle,  whereas  raw- 
emotion  propelled  working-class 


liaisons,  albeir  slowly.  Geordie 
Todd,  a  retired  North  Shields 
trawlerman.  told  how  he  courted 
his  wife-to-be  for  five  years:  it  was 
a  year  before  he  was  allowed  fo 
touch  her.  Geordie  was  a  patient 
man.  "I  wanted  someone  to  look 
up  to.  1  just  wanted  to  care  for  her.” 

Such  sentiments  can  be  made  to 
sound  quaint,  but  even  in  the  hurly 
burly,  grab-a-girfie  of  modem  fife, 
tenderness  is  surely  not  out  of 
fashion.  The  trouble  with  men,  as 
this  series  shows,  is  unchanged: 
we  are  better  at  tenderness  when 
reflected  on  in  tranquillity  than  at 
the  moment  it  might  do  some 
good. 

Frank  Davies  said  in  the  film 
that  his  wife  was  always  wanting 
him  to  say  that  he  loved  her.  He 
showed  it  all  the  time,  but  she 
wanted  him  to  say  so.  "Now  and 
again  I’d  blurt  it  out,”  Frank  said. 
"When  I'd  had  a  drink." 

•  Matthew  Bond  is  on  holiday 


6.00am  Business  Breakfast  (45315) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (Ceefax)  (76686) 

900 News  EMra  <*** 

9.20  Cant  Cook,  Won’t  Cook  (s)  (2161711  j 
9.45  KHroy  (s)  (8985266)  10.30  Good 
Homing  fs>  (26112) 

12-00  News  (Ceefax),  and  we  at  he  (2012131) 

J  &J2JX5ptn  Turnabout  (s)  (5435773) 

1230  Going  for  a  Song  (s)  (65860) 

1J»  One  O’clock  News  (Ceefax)  (79773) 

1 .30  Regional  News  and  weather  (231 1 4763) 
140  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (94663889) 

2- 00  Pebble  Mill  (s)  (8341537)  240  The 
Hying  Doctors  (Ceefax)  (s)  (1055266) 

3J0  The  New  Yogi  Bear  Show  (r)  (2718315) 

3- 35  The  Morph  Files  (s)  (5722995) 
345  Dlnofaabies  (6780624)  4.10 
Highlander  (Ceefax)  (s)  (3136173)  435 
The  Really  Wild  Show  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(2728860)  5.00  News  round  (Ceefax) 
(35771 12)  5.10  Grange  HOI  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(1187860) 

5- 35  Neighbours  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (819841) 
&00  Six  O’clock  News  (Ceelax)  and  weather 

(711) 

6- 30  Regional  News  magazines  (173) 

7.00  Top  of  the  Pope  (Ceefax)  (s)  (3763) 

7 JO  EastEnders.  Everyone  is  Invited  to 
Peggy's  birthday  party  (Ceefax)  (s)  (247) 
8.00  ABen  Empire:  War  of  the  Worlds. 
Although  disease-carrying  mosquitoes 
are  the  world's  biggest  kilters,  most 
insects  support  human  beings  in 
unimaginable  ways:  from  tiny  bees  that 
support  the  American  cattle  industry  to 
insects  as  gourmet  food  items.  This 
programme,  the  last  in  the  senes,  reveals 
insects  in  a  new  fight  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6773) 

8.30  Auntie's  Sporting  Bloomers.  Terry 
Wogan  presents  a  look  ar  the  trials  and 
tribulations  of  sports  personalities  in 

.9  severe/  different  fields  (r)  (s)  (5 808) 

9.00  Party  Fofftieaf  Broadcast  by  the 
Conservative  Party  (712686) 

9jD5  News  (Ceelax),  regional  news  and 
weather  (129792) 

935  Absolutely  Fabulous.  Edina  and  Patsy 
go  on  holiday  to  Provence  but  find  the 
language  barrier  is  the  least  of  the# 
problems.  With  Jennifer  Saunders  and 
Joanna  Lumley  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (721334) 

10,05  EUSSHi  Mistresses:  The  Woman 
EsssaSI  Scorned.  (3/3)  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(204315)  N.I.:  10.05  Spotlight  10.35 
Mistresses  11-25  Question  Time 
12.25am  FILM:  Breaking  Point  1  -55 
Weather  WALES:  10.05  The  Slate 
(242402)  10.35  Mistresses  (467957) 
11.25  Question  Time  (714537)  12.25 
FILM:  Happy  Tooether  (543006)  2.05 
News  (6243938) 

10.55  Question  Time.  David  DimWeby  Is 
joined  by  ’Lord  TugendhaL  Christina 
O' Done  and  MPs  Teresa  Gorman  and 
JackStraw  (Ceelax)  (4848518) 

12.00  FILM:  Happy  Together  (1990)  starring 
Patrick  Dempsey  and  Helen  Slater. 
College  comedy  about  two  very  different 
students  who  are  forced  to  share  a  room. 
Directed  by  Mai  Damski  (95B713) 

1.35am  Weather  (7962826) 


VUeoPfus+  and  the  Video  PtaCodes 
The  numbers  next  lo  each  TV  programme 
listing  are  Video  PtusCode“  numbers,  whtch 
aBow  you  to  programme  your  vWeo  recorder 
irwtantfy  with  a  Video  Plus + “  handset.  Tap  In 
the  Video  PiusCode  tor  the  programme  you 
wish  to  record.  Video  plus  +  ("),  Pluscoda  (  ) 
and  Video  Programmer  are  trademancs  or 
Gamstar  Development  Lid. 


6- OOam  Open  University:  Maths  Modelling 

(9593792)  &25  Animal  Behaviour 
(9589599)  630  Catalysis  Against 
Pollution  (6797957) 

7.15  Breakfast  News  (1699247) 

7- 30  Stingray  (r)  (Ceefax)  (97179)  8.00  Blue 

Peter  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5305792)  8^5 
Tates  of  the  Tooth  Fairies  (r)  (1623841) 
ajJO  Puppy  dog  Tales  (r)  (9717228) 
840 The  Record  (s)  (691 3063) 

9.05  Daytime  on  Two:  Seeing  Through 
Science  (2148860)  9.30  Lem  express 
(9083402)  945  Over  the  Moon  (9088957) 
10.00  P  laydays  (4420179)  1025 

Storytime  (4251268)  1045  Science  Zone 
(8487262)  11.05  Space  Ark  (6053976) 

11.15  In  Living  Memory  (6916808)  11.35 
Landmarks  (8540044)  1240  Techno 
(4711745)  12.15pm  Clementine 

(9051063)  12.30  Working  Lunch 
(63402)  1.00  Lifeschool  (23858501)  145 
Technology  Starters  (48488179)  140 
Numbertime  (94654131) 

2.00  Tales  of  the  Tooth  Fairies  (r) 
(44941044)  2.05  Puppydog  Tales  (r) 
(44940315) 

2.10  The  Andrew  Nen  Show  (s)  (4090711) 
340  News  (Ceefax),  weather  (1878327)  3.0S 
Westminster  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6679112) 
3-55  News  (Ceefax)  (447998) 

4.00  Today’s  the  Day  (s)  (976)  440  Ready, 
Steady,  Cook  (s)  (860)  5.00  The  Oprah 
Winfrey  Show.  (Ceefax)  (s)  (1816518) 
5.35  The  World  Figure  Skating 
Championships  (s)  (84071 1) 

6.00  Star  Tralc  Deep  Space  Mne  (Ceefax) 

.  (S)  (284518) 

6-45  The  O  Zone  (s)  (887063) 

7.00  Waiting  lor  God  (r)  (Ceefax)  (s)  (8995) 
7,30  First  Sight  (889):  DLL:  7.30  Now  You're 
Talking  7.55  Our  Roving  Reporter  8.00- 
JL30  Personal  Visions:  WALES:  7.30  The 
Why  It  Is;  EAST:  7.30  Matter  of  Fact; 
MIDLANDS:  7.30  Midlands  Report; 
NORTH,  NORTH-EAST,  NORTH¬ 
WEST:  7.30  Close  Up  North.  SOUTH: 
Southern  Eye  SOUTH-WEST,  WEST: 
730  Close-Up  West 

8.00  Parsons  on  Class:  Keeping  Up  with 
the  Joneses  (Ceefax)  (s)  (4315) 

8JO  Top  Gear.  Jeremy  Clarkson  and  Andy 
Wilman  team  up  to  try  Siamese  banger 
racing  (Ceefax)  (s)  (6150) 


Joy  Adamson  and  friend  (9.00pm) 

9-00  Reputations:  Joy  Adamson 

BBIM  —  Bom  Wild?  (Ceefax)  (s) 
(7860) 

10.00  Whatever  Happened  to  the  Likely 
Lads?  (r)  (Ceefax)  (44889) 

10.30  Political  Broadcast  by  the  Conservative 
Party  (Ceelax)  (a)  (471 860) 

10.35  Newsrtight  (Ceefax)  (908889) 

11.15  Late  Review  (s)  (508063) 

12.00  The  Midnight  Hour  (s)  (56396) 
12^0am-6J)0  The  Learning  Zone 


Reputations:  Joy  Adamson  —  Bom  Wild? 
BBC2. 9 :00pm 

The  author  of  Bom  Free  was  far  from  the 
demure  English  rose  played  in  the  film  by 
Virginia  McKenna,  as  McKenna  is  the  first 
to  admiL  The  real  Jay  Adamson  was  a 
volatile  and  foul-tempered  Austrian,  by 
genera)  consent  impassible  to  deal  with,  and 
a  husband-batterer  to  boot.  Poor  George 
Adamson,  the  mild-mannered  gome  warden 
whom  she  married  after  the  collapse  of  her 
two  previous  marriages,  had  lo  endure  not 
only  her  affairs  but  physical  beatings.  The 
film  suggests  that  her  extreme  fondness  for 
animals  stemmed  from  an  inability  (after  on 
eariy  aborted  pregnancy)  to  have  her  own 
children.  Her  rearing  of  Elsa  the  lioness  was 
based  on  genuine  affection  and  although  the 
book  and  film  Bom  Free  made  her  a  fortune 
(George  got  nothing)  she  spent  the  money 
not  on  herself  but  on  the  conservation  of 
African  wildlife. 

Taggart:  Angel  Eyes 

nV.9JQDpm 

Thirteen  years  after  its  birth,  and  despite 
losing  its  central  character,  the  Scottish 
police  series  is  still  remarkably  resilient  and 
confident  of  itself.  Nor  does  the  invention  of 
the  creator,  Glenn  Chandler,  show  any  sign 
of  flagging.  Perhaps  the  secret  is  that 
Taggart  does  not  exhaust  its  ideas  by  being 
screened  too  often.  Chandler's  new  three- 


whiff  of  brooding  Glasgow  atmosphere.  You 
do  riot  tune  into  Taggart  for  light  comedy. 
When  an  elderly  musician  is  found 
strangled,  his  homosexual  partner  of  40 
years  becomes  a  suspect  The  dead  man's 
daughter  surfaces,  still  bitter  that  her  father 
abandoned  the  family.  Not  the  least  merit  of 
Chandler's  script  is  its  sensitive  handling  of 
the  gay  culture  at  the  heart  of  the  story. 

Undercover  Britain:  The  Rea]  Auf 
Wiedersehen  Pet 
Channel  4 . 9-OOpm 

Although  Germany's  soaring  unemploy¬ 
ment  figures  have  sparked  bitterness  against 
foreign  workers  there  is  another  side.  It  is 
cogently  pul  in  this  film  by  Neil  Davies,  a 
former  roofer,  who  arms  himself  with 
hidden  camera  and  microphone,  teams  up 
with  two  other  Britons  and  tries  his  fade  on 
German  building  sites.  His  starting  point  is 
advertisements  in  the  British  tabloid  press. 
The  men  are  recruited  by  a  Dutch 
middleman.  The  German  firms  are 
supposed  to  pay  the  Dutchman,  who  pays 
the  workers.  Disenchantment  soon  sets  in. 
The  hours  are  long,  conditions  are  bad  to 
dangerous  and  when  it  comes  to  getting 
paii  the  Dutch  sub-con  tractor  is 
mysteriously  un  coma  enable.  It  is  no 
consolation  that  workers  from  Turkey  and 
Bosnia  are  treated  even  worse. 

Mistresses:  The  Woman  Scorned 
BBCl.  10.05pm 

Cheated  wives  and  scorned  lovers  are  to  the 
fore  this  week,  telling  how  their  men 
abandoned  them  arid,  in  some  cases, 
detailing  their  methods  of  revenge.  Once 
again  the  series  follows  in  the  footsteps  of  the 
tabloid  newspapers.  Diana  Moran,  aka  the 
Green  Goddess,  and  Lady  Susan  Moon,  who 
chopped  up  her  husband’s  dothes.  are 
among  those  rehashing  their  already  much- 

Ebliased  stories.  A  tale  viewers  may  not 
ve  heard  is  of  Claire,  who  fell  in  love  with 
the  private  detective  she  hired  to  spy  on  her 
husband.  Dame  Barbara  Cart! and  suggests 


640am  GMTV  (1605452) 

9.25  Win,  Lose  or  Draw  (s)  (2146402)  9.55 
Regional  New*  (Teletext)  (440722SI 
10.00  The  Time ...  the  Ptaca  (860284 1 ) 
10.35  This  Morning.  Weekday  magazine 
(98661315)  12_20pm  Regional  Nows 
(Teletext)  and  weather  (2018315) 

1230 ITN  Lunchtime  News  (Teletext)  and 
weather  (7895082) 

1235  Shortiand  Street  (s)  (7870773) 

135  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext) 
(9978204) 

2.00  Home  and  Away.  Shane  awakens  from 
his  coma  (Teletext)  (s)  (30744957) 

235  Chain  Letters  (Teletext)  is)  (30756792) 
2.50  Vanessa  (Teletext)  (s)  (4359889) 

330  fTN  News  (Teletext)  (6944727)  335 
Regional  News  (Teletext)  and  weather 
(7394268) 

330  The  RiddJers  (r)  (5718792)  3A0 
Wizadora  (r)  (s)  (2723247)  330  Rupert 
(6928315)  4.15  Mike  and  Angelo  (r)  (s) 
(6281042)  4,40  Reboot  II  (Teletext)  (s) 
(154T711) 

5.10  A  Country  Practice  (s)  (9614063) 

5.40  ITN  Eariy  Evening  News  (Teletext)  and 
weather  (368792) 

6-00  Home  and  Away  (r)  (Tele)  ext)  (s) 
(815686) 

635  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (346529) 

7.00  Enunerdale  (Teletext)  (s)  (5421) 

730  3-D.  Julia  Somerville  presents  the  story  of 
Tracy  Safa,  whose  life  was  destroyed  by 
stalker  Anthony  Burstow  (315) 

8.00  The  BUL  Loxton  and  Page  have  their 
hands  full  after  a  hen  night  is  interrupted 
by  the  groom  (Teletext)  (1841) 

830  Blues  and  Twos:  Solo  One.  A  repeat  of 
the  series  foflowlng  the  work  of 
motorbiking  paramedics  of  the  London 
Ambulance  Service  (Teletext)  (s)  (8696) 


As  HTV  WEST  except 
635pm-7.00  Wales  Tonight  (346529) 
7.30-8.00  Wales  This  Week  (315) 

10.45  Strangely  Scientific  (9604021 

11.15  3-D  (967315)  11-45  In  Suspicious 
Circumstances  (215341) 

|  •  /WESTCOUNTRY  J 

As  HTV  West  except 
1235-1230  My  Story  (2026334) 

12.55  Enunerdale  (7870773) 

135-135  Chain  Letters  (14303696) 

1.55  Home  and  Away  (42244599) 

235  Vanessa  (30747044) 

235-330  A  Country  Practice  (3299711) 

5.10- 6.40  Home  and  Away  (9614063) 
6.00-7.00  Westoountry  Live  (75247) 

10.45  The  West  at  Work  (960402) 

11.15  Power  Game  (967315) 

11.45  Prisoner  Cell  Block  H  (215841) 

5511 

As  HTV  West  except 

12.55  Home  and  Away  (7870773) 

135  Chain  Letters  (14303696) 

135  A  Country  Practice  (94660792) 

230  Vanessa  (30748773) 

230330  High  Road  (4359639) 

5.10- 5.40  Shortiand  Street  (9614063) 

635  Central  News  and  weather  (823605) 
635-730  Life  Line  (686421) 

10.45  FILM:  Evidence  of  Love.  Drama  starring 
Barbara  Hershey.  Brian  Dennehy  and 
John  Terry  (207150) 

1245am  Camel  Knowledge  (383984) 

1.45  Not  Fade  Away.  Davina  McCall  chooses 
videos  from  Blondie,  Sheryl  Crow,  the 
Beat  and  Earth.  Wind  and  Fire  (2778464) 
335  Customs  Classified  (8022280) 

430.  Jobfinder  (6377071) 

530  Asian  Eye  (8943629) 


635am  The  Adventures  of  T-Rex.  Animation 

(r)  (6794860) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (92624) 

9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (r)  (Teletaxi)  (s)  (41792) 

9.30  Schools:  Middle  English  (9078570)  9.45 
Cluicbe  Ceoi  is  Canan  (5147995)  10.05 
Scientific  Eye  (1445537)  1035  Geo¬ 
graphical  Eye  Over  Asia  (6956696)  10.45 
Quesi  (3231711)  11.00  History  in  Action. 
Hypothe beats  (6906421)  1130  The 
French  Programme  (6722353)  11.40  The 
German  Programme  (4387773) 

12.00  House  to  House  (38228) 

12.30pm  Sesame  Street  (88537) 

1.30  Hullaballoo  (r)  (57841) 

2.00  Pete  Smith  Specialties.  What  not  to  say 
to  your  husband's  boss  when  he  wants  a 
salary  Increase  (30742599) 

235  Channel  4  Racing  from  Doncaster  (s) 
(73813044) 

430  Countdown  (Teletext)  (s)  (228) 

5.00  RJcki  Lake  (Teletext)  (s)  (2996709) 

5.45  Teoytoons  (6491 79) 

6.00  NBA  24/7.  Basketball  (421) 

630  Roseanne.  Rose  an  ne  and  Becky 
announce  they  are  pregnant  (r)  (Teletext) 

(s)  (773) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext)  (475228) 
730  The  Slot  (433686) 

8.00  Africa  Express.  Beathur  Baker  travels  on 
Angola's  Bengueta  railway  to  see  foe 
reconstruction  of  what  was  once  one  of 
foe  continent's  greatest  lines  (T eielext)  (s) 
(2711) 

830  Food  File.  Nigel  Slater  investigates 
tomatoes  (Teletext)  (s)  (8518) 

■ i  r/*L 


their  partners.  But  you  wonder  whether 
Dame  Barbara  would  approve  of  Toni,  a 
stripper  who  has  novel  ideas  for  wives  afraid 
of  losing  their  men.  Peter  Waymark 


James  Haepherson  stars  (9.00pm) 

9.00  gwwMpf  Taggart  Angel  Eyes 
raSBsre  (Teletext)  (s)  (1686) 

10.00  Party  Political  Broadcast  by  foe  Con¬ 
servative  Party  (580334) 

1036  News  at  Ten  (Teletext)  (237570) 

10.35  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (123711) 
10^45  Getaways  (Teletext)  (060402) 

11.15  On  the  Line.  Debate  (967315) 

1135  Hunter.  Detective  series  with  Fred  Dryer 
and  Sleplanie  Kramer  (215841) 

1240am  Carnal  Knowledge  (3911071) 

1.45  Not  Fade  Away  (s)  (2778464) 

ZAO  Shift  A  showcase  for  young  producers 
and  directors  new  lo  television  (2432261) 
335  FILM:  Tidy  Endings  [1991)  Emotional 
drama  starring  Harvey  Frerstein  and 
Stockard  Charming.  Directed  by  Gavin 
Millar  (s)  (8022280) 

430  The  Time ...  the  Place  (r)  (s)  (81667) 
5.00  The  New  Mr  and  Mrs  Show  (r)  (53342) 
530  ITN  News  (44551 )  Ends  at  6.00 


As  HTV  West  except 
1235pm  Chain  Letters  (7870773) 

135  Home  and  Away  (14303696) 

135  Shortiand  Street  (94660792) 

230  Vanessa  (30748773) 

2-50-3.20  Surprise  Chefs  (4359889) 

5.10  Home  and  Away  (9614063) 

537-5.40  Three  Minutes  —  Crimestoppers 
(550247) 

6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (1 79) 

630-7.00  Grass  Roots  (131) 

10.45  FILM:  National  Lampoon's  Vacation 

(34132063) 

12.40am  Phoenix  (391 1071) 

5.00  Freescreen  (53342) 


Starts:  6.35  The  Adventures  of  T-Bax 
(6794 B60)  7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (92624) 
9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (41792)  930  Ysgofion 
(87082)  12.00  House  to  House  (38228) 
1230pm  Madeline  (58570)  1.00  Slot  Melthrin 
(95711)  130  A  French  Affair  88  (9994228) 
235  Channel  4  Racing:  From  Doncaster 
(73813044)  430  Travelog  (228)  5.00  5  Pump 
Uned  5  (3529)  530  Countdown  (808)  6.00 
Newyddion  (271228)  6.15  Heno  (715063)  7.00 
Pobol  Y  Cwm  (126624)  735  Ma  Kan  Ma 
(384537)  8.00  Clecx  (271 1)  830  Newyddion 
(8518)  930  I  Dot  (9228)  10.00  Annies  Bar 
(39957)  1030  FILM:  The  Ballad  of  Cable 
Hogue.  With  Jason  Robards  (63008686) 
1230am  Dispatches  (3239648) 


British  brickies  in  Germany  (930pm) 

9.00  Undercover  Britain:  The 

Pwgy*  Real  Auf  Wiedersehen  Pet 

(Teletext)  (s)  (1957) 

930  Annie's  Bar.  David  Dashwood  threatens 
to  force  a  defeat  on  foe  Government,  so 
Dunning  enlists  the  help  of  Fleur  to  get 
him  into  a  compromising  situation 
(Teletext)  (s)  (78334) 

1030  NYPD  Blue:  Sony,  Wrong  Suspect. 

Sipowtez  and  Simone  are  investigating 
foe  death  of  a  young  Asian  girl  and 
suspect  her  boyfriend  is  the  murderer 
(Teletext)  (s)  (954808) 

1035  Whose  Line  Is  It  Anyway?  (r)  (Teletext ) 
(s)  (710711) 

1130DswiTa  Advocate  with  D arcus  Howe(s) 
(768518) 

12.15am  Dispatches  (r)  (Telelew)  (6142754) 
1.00  SybiL  A  two-part  drama  based  on  the 
true  story  of  a  woman,  played  by  SaHy 
Field,  who  developed  16  personalities  (r) 
(Teleleoa)  (930803) 

235  FILM:  The  Doctor  and  the  Devils 

(1985).  The  legend  of  19th-century 
Edinburgh  anatomist  Dr  Knock  and 
bodysnatchers  Burke  and  Hare.  Stanng 
Timothy  Dalton.  Jonathan  Pryce  and 
Stephen  Rea  Directed  by  Freddie 
Francis  (1 13716).  Ends  at  430 


•  For  more  comprehensive 
listings  of  sateDite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  sup¬ 
plement  published  Saturday 
SKY  ONE _ _ _ 

7.00am  Boded  Egg  and  Sokters  184402) 
8.30  Press  Your  Lock  (5906266)  8.50  Lme 
Connection  (40433531  9-20  Carl  TV 
16218315)  9.50  The  OpraH  Winfrey  Shew 
(1753624)  1040  Jeopardy1  (60103341 

11.10  Saty  Jessy  Raphael  (2BS5605) 1230 
Beecta  (9BB41|  1.00pm  How*  (158891 230 
GeraWo  (76112)  3.00  Court  TV  (3599)  3J0 
The  Oprah  Wmtiey  Sho*  (5816112)  4.15 
Undun  (1798605)  SOO  Star  Trek.  The  Next 
Generation  17179)  6.00  The  Smpsons 
(4570)  6J0  Jeopardy!  (8150)  7.00  LAPD 
(6808)  730  WA'S’H  (4334)  830  Through 
the  Keyhole  (4228)  830  Animal  Pra«ee 
(6063)  900  The  Commteh  (87266)  10JJ0 
Star  Trek.  The  N erf  Genwanon  (60363) 
1130  Melrose  Piece  (32266) 

Show  with  Dawd  LeHennan  ($092713 
1£4Sm  The  Umoudwbles  (4468386) 
1  JO  Daddy  Dearest  (90938)  2.00  H*  Mk 
Long  Play  (1056613) 

SKY  NEWS  _ 

News  on  (he  how. 

8.00  Sunree  (8672686)  930  0eyond2QC» 
(83150)  10-30  ABC  MghtKne  (90082) 
T  30pm  CBS  News  163624)  230  Pate- 
mem  Uwe  (8960131)  3.15  Paitemant  Ure 
(4348624) 6J0 Tonight  with  Adari&wXlwi 
(68537)  730  Spaislne  (56976)  030 
Reuters  Reports  (4605)  it  30  CBShlews 
(3326 &  laSOonABC World Nwr£f23T«>) 
1  JO  Toraghl  with  Adam 
(25483)  2J0  Reuters  Reports  (4 
Paxfamani  Replay  (59025)  4J0  CBSMw5 
(31532)  5  JO  ABC  World  News  (86551) 

SKY  MOVIES _ 

BJSfltf  Jeflhouw  Rotf 

EMs  Presley  159537179)  7£5  TTwyOW 

otti  thdr  Boots  On  (1941)  £ 

10.10  Bom  Yesterday  0^,^  ]g“S 
12J0  Shock  Treatment  (1981)  (KC«) 
ILOOp*.  Aether!  Arfhorl  (1MZ)  ®|Jg 
4J0  The  Butter  Cream  Gang  (imaj 
(5711)  MO  Born  YeOWdjr 
(58571995)  7.40  US  Tap 

8.00  The  Mask  (1994); 

Mh  Jim  Carrey  (43686)  10J0 
Sin  (1BS3)  (406082) 

(1902)  (799624)  1.40am  SWWrt  &»»  « 
thefirther  (1983)  (7256291  ***  * 

Deceit  (1994)  (51827)93) 


SKY  MOVIES  GOLD _ 

4.00pm  Sorry,  Wrong  £#«) 

(1315)  «J0  Separate  Tabtea  (lasg 
(40537)  a  DO  Cfub  Paradtee  (19B8) 
(450821  1000  Damian:  Oman  (I  (1978) 
(388112)  11J5  Paternity  (1381)  (223131) 
lJ5-&40ent  The  Tanart  (1978) 
(37991445) 

THE  MOVIE  CHANNEL 

&00am  The  Uttfe  PrtnoMa  (19^ 
■78315)  &  00  Joe  at  the  Kingdom  of  U» 
Ante  0  (893735^  910  Thumbata  0 
(1077228)  1OJ00  The  Btocfc  Roee  (1950) 
(12792)  12J0  The  Sorriat 
(88957)  2.00pm  Final  Doya  of  Butefi  ana 
SndteWB(T993)  (1165701  3000026a  at 
SnSSScio  dfthe  Ante  OWEBMj 
E-00  ThumboBna  0  t111* 

Ifknlon:  The  Reaeue  dl  HHjM  771 
(1993)  {627T11  aJJO  tf  Someone  tod 
Known  (18SQ J«897266) 

Uenrie  Show  (635063)  10.00  SWdrtfl 

Distance  (1993)  (404624)  11J»  KBtor 

Looks  (1992)  (772m 

(1968)  (S45342)  030  Lambada  (1989) 

[12810919) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 
Sky  Mrvt”  Gold  takes  over  from  10pm 
LHdor  the 

.70198605)  030  Fmggte  Rock  (Q01SO17S) 
7J0  Wnnie  Ihe  Pooh  (53774808)  7-30 
rwicktaies  (53^3315)  &00  Chip  n  Dale 
(91605747)  BJO  V «or^; 

Lfid  191604518)  9 JO  Disney  (70107353) 
IqjDO  Under  the  Umtwto  Tim  (60134131) 
?SjO  fto*  (916170821  11J0 

bSm  (54827315)  llJO  ^oh 
1&S44)  1*Jt»  a«*  A"** 
fQiffl8334)  12J0pm  ttxnbo's  Ckoie 
("4434518)  1J0  Wcndoriand  (53773 17B) 
f JO  B«  Mea*  WaW  (2448088)  2M 
JTlJerAJtev  (30375238)  2J0  Foene  Tale 
wTmi48lS0)-3JO  Winnie  the  Poon 
Jg£s04  JO  cU ek  An**  (8884M0Z) 

naie  Rescue  Rangers  t^QWBOB)  3J0 
(88^366)  SJOD  Taran 
SJO  CHnroaura  (88843131) 
700  The  Tatetois  (203790441  7J0 
PHppe,  (91868082)  SJO  MaWng  <*  Bft* 
YOTdte  03374599)  BJXMOOO  EsVSCotn- 
meni  Spend  (3750CST5) 

EUROS PORT _ 

T JOam  Eguesinanrsm  (35985)  8J0  Ffcana 
SKalaig  (628228)  11J0  Motors  (B7957) 


12J0pm  FormUa  1  (37632)  1J0  Frsesiyie 
Slang  (37137)  ZOO  Rgwe  Skaung 
(42850247)  4JB  Hw*  (1092711)  SJO 
Aerobics  (0063)  6.00  Lira  Fgae  Skating 
(93597111  10l20  News  (7716241  10J0- 
12J0am  Foexbafl  (64247) 

SKY  SPORTS _ _ 

7.00am  Spoils  Centre  (68334)  7J0  Racing 
News  (488411  8JJ0  Wresting  (58402)  9J0 
Aerotecs  Oz  Siyle  (778891 9J0  SWt  S«*ig 
H4808)  1000  Grass  Roots  Rugby  (265991 
1030  Inside  ihe  PGa  Tour  (66773)  11.00 
American  Sports  Caratade  (84SB9)  1200 
Aerobes  Qz  Style  (80353)  1 2J0pm  FA  Cup 
SWh  Ramd  Replay  (80957)  2J0  Pool- 
Moscow  Cop  (810112)  BJ»  Wreatfng 
(39951 6J0  Sports  Centre  (7686)  6J0  Tight 
lines  (27781)  730  Naibusrers  (977570) 
7  J5  Spoils  Centre  1630537)  8J»  Ringside 

Bcoong  on  ihe  Road  —  live  (72112)  10J0 
Sports  Centre  (&10B2)  10J0  Rugby  CM) 
(43266)  11  JO  Fubd  Mnhai  (40711) 
1200  Rugby  Union  (30396)  1 230m 
Rngskfc  Ba»ng  (9077)  2L30-3JX)  Sports 
Centre  (19174) 

SKY  SPORTS  2 _ 

7O0pm  Ford  Scorpio  US  PGa  Seniora  Gufl 

(1805808)  9 JO  Ford  Scorpio  Got!  USA 
Freeport  Mcdenrott  Classic  (3310047) 
11  JO  TlgH  Lines  (1894732)  12J0 
Netousters  (5894281)  12J0-1  JOam  Staff 
Sifcng  (525820S) 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHANNEL 

6.15am  Ctestfcchfl  GemerdB  Kate 
£3oal  Morning  Eiaope  4J0  ThougM  tor  the 
Day  C05  WtoraNp  4-15  Kite  TV  4J0  Bemy 

rtm  5.00  Karewh  &  Glcrte  Copeteral  SJO 

Chnsuan  Music  TV  5l*3  TOO  CU) 

SKY  SOAP  _ 

7.00am  Guiding  UgW  (5943880) '7  J5  As 
World  Turns  (6849732)  SJO  Payion 
Place  (B 199641 1  A20  Days  ot  Our  LAH 
(7251860)  lOilO-IMO  Anoteer  Wald 

(69943531 

SKY  TRAVEL _ 

11.00am  Gtabenonw  (4289334)  11  JO 
Great  Sports  Vacations  {42800631  1100 
Discover  You  Work)  (2392518*  12J0pm 
gn.ee  Eras  America  (9745334)  IjOO  Get¬ 
away  (1884315)  130  Around  Ihe 

Watt  .to  30  Maxes  (9744361  iOO 
LodeWi  (8744605)  3J0  Globetrotter 
M  29 1808)  3J0  Amnd  the  Wcrtj  . .  in  30 
M rules  (70155701  3J54J0  HodcSsy  Stop 


Jhn  Carrey  stars  In  The  Mask  ( Sky  Movies,  8.00pm) 


THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4J0pm  The  Greal  Days  d  the  Century 
(4270666)  5.00  Memories  d  19e5 

(4275660)  6.007.00  Bbgraphy  Matin 
Luther  King  (9752353) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1.00am  SwSfflp  Thng  13167613)  1  JO  Ray 
Bradbury  Theatre  (21675321  2JOO  FLM 
Talcs  trorn  Do  Crypt  (2173396)  3J04.00 
Mysteriss.  Magic  end  hfrades  1894023$ 

TIC _ 

BJOaui  The  Joy  01  Parting  17179957)  9J0 
Grow  Your  Own  (2605599)  1000  Two  s 
County  (3722421)  10J0  Our  Home 
(7168841)  11.00  Room  Servfce  (1725600) 
tIJQ  Runr*r^  Rtipaas  (2726315)  12-00 
Jida  Odd  (7182431)  l2J0pm  The  Fnjg* 
Goorrrwi  (2609315)  1-00  Van  Can  Cook 
(5903006)  1 JO  Fianrture  to  Go  (260K861 
ZOO  Doer,  wth  Dunfcor  (4518131)  2J0 
Gardens  Wtahoul  Borders  Special 
(6820082)  3J0  Two  s  Counliy  14537286) 
3J04JI0  Tl»s  CM  House  (6609599) 

UK  GOLD _ 

7  JOam  Angels  P753583)  7 JO  Noqhbours 
(97D32G8)  8J»  Sons  and  Daughters 


{7181 7SS)  BJO  East&xtert  (7180083)  &00 
The  B #  {7171315}  SJO  The  SulSwns 
(2607957)  10,00  All  Creanres  Gieas  and 
Srral  (780863^  11  JO  BuOseyc  (2727044) 
11  JO  Odd  One  CU  (2728773)  12.00  Sons 
am  DaogtiBrs  [71911 79)  IgJOpm  Ntegh- 
tews  (2601773)  1.00  EastEnders 

(3103024)  1J0  Sytes  (1955266)  2.10 
Brush  Strokes  (1656044)  230  Butanes 
(72815701  SJO  The  BS  (6801957)  4.00 
Casually  (16824082)  6J5  Every  Second 
Counts  (3170347)  OJtS  'Nk>  A1W 
(1433599)  6JS  EastEnders  (63501 12)  7.00 
Tha  Two  Romes  (9983570)  SJO  Bufeeye 
(4530353)  BJO  Home  Janes  (4519660) 
9  JO  Minder  (9912062)  10.00  The  W 
(1419976)  1035  Bottom  (2920228)  11.10 
The  Sweeney  (3667150)  12.15am  Oasac 
Sport  {1206551 )  1.10  PMC  Eye  £2491377) 
2J5-3J0  Sboppng  (58577254) 


EJOom  Amaytog  Uve  Sea  Monkoy? 
(18711)  BJO  Rowell's  Summer  (92565) 
7.00  Ready  or  Hot  (35402)  7  JO  Ceftarea 
Dreams  (54537)  8.00  Sneer  VtAey  Hn^i 
(14334)  BJO  Oegrassi  Aims  High  (130EJ 
BJO  Eek  Cal  (65437)  9J0  G*f«td  and 
Friends  (4197E)  1000  R41  and  Ted’s 
Lvcdtenl  Adventues  [279951  10J0 


Where’s  wayr  (93841)  11.00  Oscar’s 
Orchestra  (8757^  11  JO  Dlnabebres 
(95599)  1200  Barney  aid  Friends  (1742i| 
1230pm  Tny  TOC  (27599)  1  JO  Sesame 
Street  (28228)  230  Jim  Henson’s  Animal 
Show  (9565)  300 Oscar  s  Orchestra  (3773) 
3J0  The  New  Pirfc  Panther  Show  (5860i 
400  CaUame  Oaams  (4995)  4.30-5.00 
Sweet  Valley  Htfi|9709) 

NICKELODEON _ 

aooam  Harry's  Cal  (4418957)  8.1B  Blue 
12771 79)  &4S  Toucan  Teor  (87B797S)  700 
Batfnk  (51B51371  705  Grwnmy  (4727044) 
7j45  PugratsrtJoug  (265334)  215  AaaaN 
Reel  Monsters  (4161570)  BJO  RocXo's. 
Modern  Lite  (84179)  900  Aton  &  ihe 
Ouprnur*s  (68131)  SJO  Pee- Wee  s  Play¬ 
house  (37650J  10.00  Banana  Sandwrt 
(756651  11O0  Children's  BBC  on 

ItBcfcetodoeon  (55131)  1200  Magic  School 
Bus  (889951  12J(^m  Gnrrmy  (16265) 
100  Global  Guts  <66247)  1  JO  Visionaries 
(15537)  200  Dungeon;  and  Dragons 
(10670)  300  The  Urttesl  Pel  Shop  (7957) 
3J0  Teenage  Muam  Hero  Turiea  (9044) 
400  The  Farals  (8179)  4  JO  Rugrais  & 
Oxig  |7063)  500  Stster  Srter  (2402)  SJO 
Nancy  Drew  (8315)  800  Ran  &  Slrtpy 
(5228)  6J0-7.00  CSanssa  (9806) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4O0pm  Time  Trwetos  (6811334)  4J0 
Charts  Brew  (6817518)  500  Treasure 
Hunters  (453271 1)  BJO  Terre  f.  (680)570) 
600  voyager  (6821711)  SJO  Beyond  2000 
(7210452)  7 JO  Artur  C  Otfke'a  Mysteri¬ 
ous  Universe  (6818247)  BOO  The  Profes¬ 
soriate  (9990860)  BOO  Top  Marques 
(2738150)  BJO  FSghrtno  (2828179)  1000 
CttSC  Wheels  (9913711)  1100  Ship¬ 
wreck!  (2740995)  11 JO-1200  ShpwredJ 
13728605) 

BRAVO _ 

1200  FLM’  Dm#  GH  Irom  Mara  (3278334) 
IJOpm  Deem  Valey  Days  (26951 12)  200 
Deportment  5  (3727976)  300  Danger  Man 
(2724957)  400  FLM:  Ksfiv's  Heroes 
(2479880)  SJO  Department  S  (9314286) 
7 JO  Sapphre  and  Steel  (6805773)  BOO 
Planet  o!  the  Ap&t  (9994686)  900  Twn 
Peaks  (9907150)  1000-1200  HLM  Lora 
and  BOSS  (2723228) 

PARAMOUNT _ 

7.00pm  Beauty  and  Ihe  Beasr  (90518)  800 
Enterta-vnanl  (8686)  BJO  Wings  (3191) 
900  Soap  (52860)  BJO  Laveroe  &  Staley 


(964021 1000  Enter  ferment  (B96C4)  10  JO 
Dr  Kat2  (65044)  11O0  Ren  &  Sttmpy 
(64605)  11J0  The  Ouyver  (48353)  1200 
Rrx>y  and  BuKwmMe  (38938)  1230am  The 
Odd  Couple  1815321  IOO  Wings  (67990) 
1  JO  Soap  (34396)  200  Laven*  4  Staley 
(38209i  230  E/rtenammere  (17716)  300  Dr 
Kat:  (57434)  3JCM.00  Ren  &  Sflrrpy 

(31396) 

UK  LIVING _ 

600am  Agony  Hour  (93M0C3)  700  Kjlroy 
(1806421)  800  Esther  (B294995)  BJO 
Going  to  Pa  (8293268)  900  Gourrne! 
tafend  (9753402)  BJS  Ids  S  Ate 
V572497B)  1006  Jerry  Springer  (63S7976) 
1100  The  Yang  and  Ihe  Resdess 
(8931605)  11-55  BrockSKfe  (2489222) 
1230pm  Dangmaj6  Women  (7602266) 
1.25  Ctdsswbs  (7001247)  200  Agony  Hex* 
(531 1402)  3.  DO  bra  a)  Three  (4755247) 
4.00  Wauanon  UK  M12B112)  4J0 
Crossrels  (60151  IS)  505  lingo  (93161402) 
5 JO  Lucky  Ladders  (4148976)  600  Be 
wtetad  \4 1458891  BJO  BrooteXte 

(6787179)  7.05  A  Cook’s  Tore  d  Fiance  II 
(8256131)  700  The  Joker's  Wild  (4217421) 
805  ThoYouig  end  the  Restless  (1482957) 
BOO  FILM-  Courage  (34002353)  11 J5LW 
at  the  Office  [6551 806)  1100-1200  Emer- 
tanmeni  Now' (4430173) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL  " 

SOOpm  Ocean  Odyssey  (5518)  SJO  Night 
Hood  (606268)  5lS5  Batman  (841889)  SJO 
Catchphrase  (5624)  700  Tnuiai  Pureun 
(80621  7  JO  My  Two  Dads  (16081  800 
McKenna  (14112)  900  The  Ruth  RendeO 
Mysteries:  Marta  Seng  Once  Dura 
(34976)  1000  Treasure  Hum  (37063)  1 1OO 
Srens  (44150)  1200  wgtt  Hood  (74754) 
1230am  Mgrey  Jun£c>  (34648)  1.00 
Batmafi  (23718)  1  JO  GP  (74984)  200  The 
Black  Staten  (74025)  230  Atncan  Skies 
(£S3?)  300  GP  (3S280)  SJO  The  Black 
StaAon  (71984)  400  African  Sees  (65377) 
4J0-5OO  Ocean  Odyssey  (44209) 

MTV _ 

7 JOm  Boys  U  Men  Rockrereniaiy  (56995) 
800  Mnmng  Mr  (221599)  11.00  Star  Tr&x 
132315)  1200  ^safest  Hits  (33957) 
1.00pm  Music  Non- Sop  (17518)  300 
Video  Jute  Bo*  (91773)  4O0  Hanging  Ore 
(62-17)  600  Dial  MTV  (3402)  6.30  Thb  Big 
Piaree  (7032)  700  Sai  Tra*  (30150)  800 
Ewerwg  Mr  (16570)  900  Watch  The; 
Space'  (56761)  1030  Soavn  &  Butt  Head. 
More  etanaled  chaw  wtii  I  ho  obnodous 
duo  (55066)  1100  Headtungm’  Bal 


(58137)  lOOn  Wece.  (3445551)  5.00 
Morning  Mbc  (59532) 

VH-1 _ 

7.00am  Pcerar  Breakfast  (1883688)  900 
Cale  VH-1  (25174701 1200  Httrt  and  Soul 
(9733599)  130pm  The  Vinyl  Veers 

(974224f)  200  Gregory  Isaacs  (6746063) 
300  Into  Ihe  Music  (7275605)  600  Happy 
Hore  (97557111  7.00  VH-1  tot  You 
(3333570)  800  Thursday  Review  (3319518) 
900  Bonnie  Tyler  (3322082)  1000  The 
Vinyl  Years  (3392841)  1100  The  Badge 
(2112082)  100am  Jonathan  Coleman 
(7534919)  200  Dawn  Patrol 

CMT  EUROPE _ 

Country  music  tiorti  Sara  to  7pm  on 
sateBa,  24-houra  on  cable.  Including 
SOOpai  Saturday  NUp  Dance  Ranch  6-00- 
700  Big  Tlcte! 

ZEE  TV _ _ 

7J30am  Je^ran  (525686861  7J0  Zee 

Pre»ni6 ...  (16092570)  900  Ffrn  Chakfo 
(841S217B)  9  JO  Yore  Zndagi  (33837112) 
1000  Tara  (S25706O5)  11.00  Shaku 
(569608891  11 JO  Hindi  FILM'  Angoor 
(95914711)  230pm  Buniyaad  (70318150) 
3-00  Urdu  Sofia):  UrcKwa  (56965334)  400 
Zee  Top  Ten  (56944841)  500  Zee  Zone 
(11448537)  5J0  Sa  Re  Ga  Ma  (13883995) 
6J0  Zee  &  U  (70300131 1 700  Hero  Kal  Aa) 
Are  Kal  (11420773)  730  Gala Oes, 

(70306315)  800  NsM  (11437421)  BJO 
Anda;  (11423228)  9.00  Urdu  Serial' 
Ajnebee  (81825179)  10.00  Zee  Honor 
Show  (B4133044)  10.30  Yaadon  Ka  Rang 
(84142792)  1 1OO  Commander  (56945571? 
11 J0-T2O0  Aap  Ki  Farmaish  (48240626) 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous  cartoons  from  5«n  to  7pm, 
than  TNT  lUms  >a  bskw. 

7.00pm  Woman  of  tits  Yaw  (1942) 
153752686)  BOO  CmcHor  of  Blood  (1891) 
(73194063)  11J0  Hfammquln  (1937) 
(84551228)  1.15am  The  TrWtora  (1983) 
(42559532)  2J0-5O0  Woman  of  the  Yaw 
(1942)  (52998006) 

CNN/QVC _ 

CUM  provides  24-hour  nrnra  and  OVC  h 
the  home  ahepping  channel 

PERFORMANCE _ 

7.00pm  Chick  Corea  62  800  Ana  SJO 
Pavarotti  n  Central  Park  1100  Aria  1200- 
100am  Beraiy  Canet 
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FEMALE  JOCKEY 
HOPING  TO 
BEAT  THE  ODDS 
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YOUNG  PRETENDERS 
OPEN  BIDDING  FOR 
DAVIES’S  CROWlf 


New  faces  called  up  by  England 

Venables  offers 
youngsters 
chance  to  shine 

By  Rob  Hughes,  fqotbaia  correspondent 


THE  morning  after  England 
was  downgraded  from  dub 
class,  following  Nottingham 
Forest’s  exposure  in  Europe. 
Terry  Venables  turned  to 
youth.  The  England  coach's 
squad  for  the  match  against 
Bulgaria  at  Wembley  next 
Wednesday  indudes  Robbie 
Fowler,  20,  and  the  Neville 
brothers,  Gary,  21,  and  Philip. 
19.  These  players  represent, 
possibly,  an  attempt  to  skip  a 
generation  and  follow  the 
impressive  example  of  Hol¬ 
land.  whose  deployment  of  the 
Ajax  teenagers  has  so  im¬ 
pressed  Venables. 

On  the  other  hand, 
Venables  went  to  theother  end 
of  the  age  spectrum,  recalling 
Mark  Wright,  the  Liverpool 
centre  back,  for  his  first  ap¬ 
pearance  in  an  England  squad 
for  four  years.  Perhaps 
Venables  is  looking  for  omens: 
the  Neville  brothers,  of 
Manchester  United,  are  the 
first  players  from  the  same 
family  to  be  called  to  England 
colours  since  Jack  and  Bobby 
Chariton,  those  twin  pillars  of 
the  1966  World  Cup  triumph, 
last  played  together  in  the  1970 
World  Cup. 

Philip  Neville,  now  the  baby 
of  the  new  England  gathering, 
has  shown  such  a  reliable 
temperament,  such  rapid  ma¬ 
turity.  that  he  can  indeed 
make  an  instant  challenge  for 
England's  troubled  left  back 
position.  The  injury  to 
Graeme  Le  Saux.  and  the 
ageing  of  Stuart  Pearce, 
obliges  the  coach  to  look  for  an 
alternative,  Venables  said  of 


D  Seaman  (AreonaQ,  I  Walter  (Totenherrt. 
TFtowan  (Bfacfcburn),  R  Jones  (Iwwpoofl, 
S  Homy  fTfewcasfe).  S  Pearce  (NoMno- 
ham  Fcresq.  P  Nm*e  (Man  Uttfl.  M  Wrtgfit 
(UwrpooQ.  6  Southgate  (Aston  VBa),  U 
EMogu  (Aston  VBa].  G  NevBe  (Man  Uafl.  S 
Stone  {Nndingrtam  ForesO.  T  Snctafr 
(OPR).  J  HedRnapp  (Uv«paoO.  P  Gaa- 
caigne  (RraniioPtan  (Arsenal).  P  ince 
(Inter  K%ksn),  D  Wise  (Chelsea).  P  Beards¬ 
ley  (Newcastle).  H  Fonder  (Liverpool).  A 
Shearer  (Btad&urn),  L  Ferdinand  (New¬ 
castle),  E  Sheringham  (Tottenham).  R  Lee 
JNewcasttal.  S  UcManaman  (Liverpool).  N 


Philip  Neville:  “He’s  in  there 
on  performances.  I’ve  watched 
him  get  better  and  better,  and 
his  progression  has  been  just 
like  his  brother  a  year  ago.” 

Brother  Gary,  a  veteran 
now  of  six  internationals,  has 
shown  the  versatility  to  oper¬ 
ate  at  right  bade  or  centre 
back,  his  preferred  position, 
for  Manchester  United.  There 


League  plans  relegated  .  44 
Brothers  united _ 45 


is  an  easy  answer  to  those  who 
doubt  the  wisdom  of  induding 
a  teenager  in  his  country’s 
most  important  competition  in 
three  decades.  If  Philip  Neville 
were  to  play  in  the  European 
championship  in  June,  he 
might  well  oppose  Patrick 
Klurvert,  also  19,  but  a  fixture 
as  the  Dutch  centre  forward. 
And  Paolo  Maldini,  he  finest 
left  back  in  the  world,  was  an 
Italy  World  Cup  player  before 
the  age  and  experience 
the  younger  Neville  has 
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ACROSS 

4  Lukewarm 

15) 

7  Hawaii  capital  (8) 

8  A  damp;  in  place  of  {4) 

9  Big  shop  (8) 

10  Bumble's  parish  job  fO. 
Twist)  (6) 

13  Severity;  precision  (6) 

14  Leave  off  (from)  (6) 

15  Cheaply  showy  (6) 

18  Outer  defensive  tower  (8) 

19  Mountain  pod  (4) 

20  Devoted  to  wife  (S) 

21  SkuU  cavity  linked  to  nose 

(5) 


DOWN 

1  Selection;  top-quality  (6) 

2  Relax,  be  less  formal  (6) 

3  Wool;  swindle  (6) 

4  Individual  lesson  (8} 

5  Risky;  a  Castle  (Malory)  (8) 

6  GableV  window  in  sloping 
roof  (6) 

11  He  came  down  like  the  wolf 
on  the  fold  (Byron)  IS) 

12  Sweet  and  delicious  (8) 

14  Fragments  of  wreckage  (6) 

15  Best  clothes,  adornments  (6) 

16  Bode  creator  (6) 

17  Harry,  badger  (6) 


Post  jow  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Box  6886. 
London  E28SP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday. The  winners1  names 
and  solution  will  appear  on  Wednesday. 

Name/ Address _ .... - - - 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  734 

ACROSS;  1  Cub  reporter  8  Paste  9  Wexford  10  Debt 
11  Blinkers  13  Keynes  - 14  Impugn  17  Diaspora  19  Mush 
22  Airdrop  23  Yquem  24  Dishevelled 

DOWN:  I  Cupid  2  Best  buy  3  Ewer  4  Orwell  5  Taxonomy 
6  Rhone  7  Odds-an  12  Hesperus  13  Kidnap  15  Unusual 
16  Triple  IS  Acrid  20  Humid  21  Pyre 


acquired  so  far.  Certainly  the 
old  country  needs  some  fresh 
blood. 

At  the  City  Ground  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  defining 
moment  of  Nottingham  For¬ 
est’S  awful  collapse  against 
Bayern  Munich  came  when 
Plearce,  their  left  back  and 
captain,  galloped  forward. 
The  crowd  roared  on  their 
dependable  war-horse,  but  the 
ball  was  never  under  his 
control,  and  Lothar  Matthaus, 
deemed  too  old  for  the 
Germany  side,  simply  waited 
for  him.  waited  and  took  he 
loose  ball  away. 

Matthaus  had  commented 
that  the  game  would  be  “heart 
against  technique",  and  we  all 
know  which  quality  tends  to 
be  lacking  in  the  English. 

Nothing,  so  far  as  we  yet 
know,  is  jacking  in  Fowler.  He 
will  came  of  age  on  April  9,  but 
already  he  has  scored  79  goals 
in  122  first  team  starts  for 
Liverpool,  already  he  looks  the 
most  instinctive  sniffer  of 
goals  in  this  land  since  Jimmy 
Greaves.  Fowler  through  En¬ 
gland's  youth  and  Under-21 
teams,  has  appeared  to  be  able 
to  perform  in  harness  with 
any  partner,  or  none,  and  so 
Venables’s  decision  not  to 
select  Stan  Coiiymore,  his 
Liverpool  running  mate, 
should  not  dent  die  young 
man's  confidence.  Indeed,  you 
never  know.  Fowler  may  even 
cajole  Alan  Shearer  into  find¬ 
ing  the  net  for  England  for  the 
first  time  in  well  aver  a  year. 

Two  players  return  to  the 
fold,  David  Platt  who  at  last  is  . 
beginning  to  look  fit  now  that 
he  is  back  with  an  English 
dub.  and  Paul  Ince  who,  as 
anticipated,  is  out  of  purdah 
so  far  as  the  England  coach  is 
concerned. 

Back,  after  a  much,  much 
longer  period  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness,  comes  Mark  Wright 
What  a  remarkable  achieve¬ 
ment  it  will  be  if  he  regains  the 
England  shirt  which  he  wore 
45  times,  reaching  heights  at 
the  1990  World  Cup  in  a  three- 
man  central  defence.  Two 
other  players  who  know  how 
to  operate  that  system.  Tony 
Adams  and  Gary  Pal  lister,  are 
both  absent  through  injury. 
“What  this  is."  Wright  said 
yesterday,  “is  me  getting  the 
call  because  Adams,  PaUister 
and  Southgate  have  all  been 
injured.  Now  it's  up  to  me  to 
try  to  make  ft  difficult  for  foe 
management  to  leave  me  out 
once  I  get  a  chance." 

He  knows  the  script  well,  for 
last  year  he  was  chosen  only 
six  times  for  Liverpool,  and  he 
admits  he  lapsed  into  despair. 
He  was  talked  out  of  that  by 
the  singer  Joey  Marsden,  who, 
being  a  good  neighbour,  told 
him  he  had  precious  ability, 
precious  years  left  in  his 
almost  33-year-old  frame,  mid 
that  ft  was  a  crime  to  mope 
and  waste  the  skill  that 
Marsden  and  many  millions 
more  would  love  to  possess. 

If  Wright  were  to  take  a  step 
bade  in  time  for  England,  if 
.  the  youngsters  Venables 
shows  every  sign  of  trusting 
take  that  leap  forward,  then 
maybe  the  present  genera¬ 
tion's  lade  of  skills  can  be 
minimised  Bulgaria,  next 
week,  will  be  the  first  test 
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Lawrence  Dallaglio,  the  Wasps  captain  and  England  flanker,  takes  the  be 
yesterday.  The  training  session  was  a  reward  for  the  boys  collecting  £400  i 


the  sporting  charity,  S 


i  their  paces 
lan  Stewart 


Emburey  considers  retirement  option 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 

JOHN  EMBUREY  could  be 
forced  to  retire  from  first-dass 
cricket  even  though  he  was 
d eared  to  resume  his  playing 
career  by  the  Test  and  County 
Cricket  Board  (TCCB)  at 
Lord's  yesterday.  Emburey. 
43,  who  left  Middlesex  during 
the  winter  to  became  the 
Northamptonshire  coach,  has 
been  told  he  can  only  play  on 
as  a  list  one  registration. 

Emburey,  who  won  his  64th 
Test  cap  last  summer,  has 
been  confirmed  as  list  one 
because  he  was  offered  a  two- 
year  contract  by  Middlesex. 
Northamptonshire  must  now 
deride  whether  Emburey's 
continuing  ability  as  an  off 
spinner  is  worth  securing  on 


one  of  only  two  list  one 
registrations  that  are  allowed 
in  any  five-year  period 

Retirement  may  be  the  op¬ 
tion.  as  the  TCCB  registration 
committee  said  ft  would  “con¬ 
sider  the  matter  again  as  and 
when  Emburey  derided  to 
retire  from  first-dass  cricket 
and  his  registration  was  can¬ 
celled”.  Freed  of  list  one  status, 
Emburey  could  then  be  avail¬ 
able  to  play  on  a  part-time 
basis.  Steve  Coverdale,  the 
Northamptonshire  chief  exec¬ 
utive,  said:  “We  will  have  to  sit 
down  with  John  during  the 
coming  weeks  and  review  how 
it  leaves  us." 

Andrew  Symonds,  20,  the 
English-born  Australian  bats¬ 
man,  who  turned  down  a 
place  on  the  England  A  team 


tour  id  pursue  a  place  in  the 
Queensland  side,  has 
indicated  that  he  is  prepared 
to  sign  a  three-year  contract 
with  Gloucestershire. 

Symonds  has  foiled  to 
displace  Allan  Border,  the  40- 
year-dd  former  Australia  cap¬ 
tain,  from  the  Queensland 
side  and  is  reported  to  have 
told  friends  that  he  npw  con¬ 
siders  his  future  lies  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Philip  August,  foe 
Gloucestershire  chief  execu¬ 
tive.  said:  “Obviously,  we 
would  love  to  have  him  back 
here.  He  has  a  contract  offer  in 
front  erf  him,  but  we  have  not 
had  it  back  signed  yet" 

Worcestershire  have  signed 
Amjad  Mohammad,  &  left- 
arm  Paul  Adaros-style  bowler 
of  chinamen.  on  a  one-year 


contract  John  Chad,  the 
Worcestershire  chairman, 
said:  “It's  an  exciting  gamble." 

Peter  Willey,  the  former 
England  batsman.  wOl  um¬ 
pire  an  overseas  Test  match 
for  the  first  time  when  he 
stands  in  the  first  Test  match 
between  West  Indies  and  New 
Zealand  in  Barbados  on  April 
19.  Willey  is  a  tow  England 
appointment  to  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Cricket  Council  (ICQ 
international  panel  alongside 
George  Sharp,  the  former 
Northamptonshire  wicket¬ 
keeper.  They  replace  Nigel 
Plews  and  Harold  Bird.  Mike 
Dearness,  toe  former  England 
captain,  -will  also  make  bis  ' 
first  appearance  as  an  ICC 
referee  for  the  five  one-day 
internationals  and  the  two 


Test  matches,  in  Barbados 
and  Antigua. 

Brian  Lara  has  dropped  erf 
of  the  University  of  the  Wes/ 
Indies  Vice-Chancellor's  XL 
which  opens  the  tour  against 
the  New  Zealanders  in  Bridge¬ 
town,  with  a  sore  knee  amid 
rumours  that  he  had  a  heated 
row  with  Dennis  Weight  the 
West  Indies  phyisotfaerapist 
on  the  return  journey  from  the 
World  Cup.  Andrew  Seaty,  the 
secretary  of  West  indies  Crick¬ 
et  Board  of  Control,  admitted 
receiving  a  letter  from  Waight 
with  tiie  West  Indies  since 
1979,  but  would  not  elaborate 
on  the  contents. 

Ottis  Gibson,  27,  the  Gla¬ 
morgan  all-rounder  has  been 
ruled  out  of  the  series  because 
of  a  persistent  groin  injury. 


Rodman  airs  his  opinion 


HEAD-BUTTING  a  referee? 
Taking  on  the  United  States 
National  Basketball  Associ¬ 
ation  (NBA)  hierarchy?  So 
whaL  Dennis  Rodman  was 
not  about  to  admit  that  he  was 
wrong;  so  Chicago  Bulls  did  it 
for  him. 

Yet  even  as  the  team's 
damage-control  department 
prepared,  on  Tuesday,  a  state¬ 
ment  of  apology  with  Rod- 
man's  name  on  it  the  volatile 
—  and  noil-repentant  —  for¬ 
ward  used  his  radio  show  to 
charge  the  NBA  with  treating 
him  unfairly  and  to  insist  that 
he  is  “no  psycho  problem  • 
child". 

“I've  been  bolding  back, 
holding  back,**  Rodman  said 
on  WMVP-AM,  which  pays 
him  to  go  on  air  twice  a  week. 


By  Our  Sports  Staff  . 

“I'm  very  emotional  and  very 
high-strung  about  certain 
things,  but  when  you've  been 
tested  and  pushed  so  much  in 
eway  game,  it's  hard  to  bold 
bade. 

“Ifs  hard  for  me  to  change. 
What  am  I  doing  in  the  game 
tfiat  no  one  else  is  doing? 
People  bold  me,  people  pin 
me  down,  people  hit  me, 
people  do  everything  to  me.  I 
don’t  get  a  fair  shake.  I  don't 
give  a  damn  if  I'm  Dennis 
Rodman  or  Michael  Jordan 
or  Scottie  Plppen  or  Charles 
Barkley,  you  don’t  just  pot 
somebody  out  and  say  ‘Left 
make  him  the  example.* " 

Rodman,  who  has  served 
two  games  of  his  six-game 
suspension,  went  cm  to  tell  his 
radio  audience  that  he  would 


like  a  private  audience  with 
David  Stem,  toe  NBA  com¬ 
missioner,  so  that  he  could 
ask  him  “what’s  the  difference 
between  me  and  everybody 
else  in  this  league"? 

Stem  and  Rod  Thom,  his 
senior  vice-president,  sus¬ 
pended  Rodman  for  head¬ 
butting  Ted  Bernhardt,  the 
referee,  during  the  game  at 
New  Jersey  on  Saturday. 
Rodman,  who  has  challenged 
officials  for  years,  also 
knocked  over  a  cooler, 
stripped  off  his  jersey  and 
shouted  obscenities;  then,  he 
dared  Stem  and  Thom  to 
suspend  him. 

Embarrassed  by  the  inci¬ 
dent,  the  Bulls  presented  a 
written  apology  to  the  media 
and  attributed  it  to  Rodman. 
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McMillan  lures  Hamed  with  £lm 


By  Sri kumar  Sen,  boxing  correspondent 


BACKERS  of  Colin  McMillan 
are  offering  to  put  up 
fl  million  to  match  the  Bark¬ 
ing  featherweight  with 
Naseem  Hamed.  the  World 
Boxing  Organisation  (WBQ) 
champion.  Frank  Maloney. 
McMillan’s  promoter,  said  he 
was  prepared  to  share  the 
show  with  Frank  Warren, 
Hamed*  promoter.  The  offer 
would  depend  on  how  McMil¬ 
lan  performed  in  his  next  two 
contests.  Maloney  added. 

McMillan,  who  recently 
boxed  for  nothing  as  a  protest 
at  being  frozen  out  stopped 
Justin  Murphy,  of  Brighton, 
in  four  rounds.  He  meets  the 
durable  Birmingham  feather¬ 
weight,  Peter  Buckley,  tonight 
at  the  Elephant  and  Castle 
Leisure  Centre  and  then  chal¬ 
lenges  Johnjo  Irwin,  the  Brit¬ 
ish  champion,  on  May  14. 
McMillan.  30,  a  former  WBO 


featherweight  champion,  was 
not  only  confident  of  dealing 
adequately  unto  Buckley  and 
Irwin  but  also  of  ending 
Hamed's  unbeaten  run. 

“Naz  is  a  terrific  fighter.  I’ve 
always  said  that,"  McMillan 
said  yesterday.  “But  the  way 
he's  been  talking  he’s  been 
setting  himself  up  to  get  his 
bubble  bum  and  I'm  the  man 
to  do  it" 

Maloney  said,  however:  "All 
Hamed  is  doing  is  building 
enemies  for  himself.  The  way 
he*  behaving  and  the  way  he 
shouts  his  mouth  off  is  disre¬ 
spectful  to  other  opponents." 

Hamed  has  met  Buckley 
twice,  in  1992  and  1994.  The 
first  time  Hamed  won  on 
points  but  stopped  the 
Birmingham  man  in  four 
rounds  in  their  second  meet¬ 
ing.  However,  even  though  the 
second  bout  in  Cardiff  was  a 


one-sided  affair,  Buckley 
seemed  to  be  absorbing 
Hamed’s  punches  without 
showing  any  signs  of  going 
down.  Thus,  the  bout  tonight 
would  be  a  reasonable  indica¬ 
tor  of  how  McMflian  might 
fare  against  the  world  champi¬ 
on  from  Sheffield.  ’ 

Also  on  the  card,  Mickey 
Cantwell,  of  Eltham,  meets 
Keith  Knox  of  Scotland.  If  he 
wins,  Cantwell  hopes  to  meet 
the  winner  of  the  WBO  world 
flyweight  championship  bout 
between  Jake  MatlaJa,  of 
South  Africa,  and  Paul  Weir  of 
Scotland. 

Cantwell,  who  had  financial 
trouble  last  year  and  had  his 
house  in  south  London  repos¬ 
sessed,  said:  “IVe  got  no  home, 
no  grief  and  am  happy  that  the 
pressures  are  off.  Ill  walk  into 
the  ring  with  no  worries.  It’ll 
be  a  hard  fight  against  Knox." 


McMillan:  offer 
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